




OKEIG-N 


SECRETARIES 


OF 


TflE XIX. CENTURY TO 1834. 


liY 

ITKCY M. THOKNTUN. 

\ •' 
YOL. II. - 


SECOND EDITION. 


\ LONDON: 

W. H. ALLEN c^CO., L3 WATERLOO PEACE, 
' • PALj>^ mall. s.w. 




1881. 


(All rights reserved.) 




CONTENTS.’ 


n P \ 

t \ 

^ • P.A.GE 

Thp: Marquis Welleslky . . . . . 1 

Lord Castlereagii . — 

ChaptcT I. — the L/‘a(l . . . .GO 

C’liaptei* II. — The Sot tleni tail oi’":^irope . ^ o . . lOG 

, • 

Cha])t(‘j' 111. — Guarding the Peace . 151 

Georoe C\nni.N(.. (ii.i . . . . .180 

Lord Dudley 23G 

Loud AiiEiiDEEN . . . . ' . . . ‘iGO 

IffjRD Palmeksto.n ...... 807 

■ ^37 


Lnde\ 



Al>iOGEAPH LETTEHS. 


* ?acsiT7iiie of Lord Ca«Jt)^reafih‘s, to face paj^o 133, Vo- II. 
Facsimile of Geor;Ze Canning (II.), to face page "2*21, Vol. 1 1 


ERIvATUM. 


At paje '1 I !ia%u ji:ad\€ i anpln d th- ’i<l\ i< •• n ^ » n l>y tiie J 

AVt-iliimtnii t(i Li'T'd LllenI" <.'</!,. ili»- s lOj, c;t • d tin r, i ti lon*^ of lit 
uit)] lii^ C'oUiiCiJ, to tlje ljui n. (.iiM.nf'iI in liond.,.,, ■aIm ’ou.'i tl 

applicalde onJ\ to tlie C^roiu iJ of tlie Govern.'' OeueraJ in ( alcutta 
Lord Elleiib^rougl' whr at the Board (A Control tlie Indian Council 1 
come into existence. 


Mike of 
- lattoi 
i» \ are 
\\ iien 
nid not 





■FOREIGN SECRETARIES 


THE. XIX. CENTURY TO 1834. 


¥fis! ]^i.5-i^0Uig ws;i<i<Jigi<s;Y. 



6th December 1810 to ICth January 1812. 

AIONGST the greater m4nds engaged in 
rivalry with Napoleon’s master sijirit, 
none can o’ershadow that of the 
Indian Ruler, who lent all the in- 
fluence of a gi’eat name and extra- 
ordinary genius to the sustenance 'bf 
independence in Europe. 

He had striven hard for his country and the'elevation 
of her fame in the far east, and had there built up an 
empire on the ruins of French hopes. He had foiled 
the Imperial iptrigues, which well-nigh threatened to 
gain Mysore for England’s rivals, and stood foremost 
^nongst his countrymen as the saviour of her Eastern 
Empire. The’Mahratta chieftains bowed to his wiU, * 
and aR India acknowledged that for better or worse the 
VOL. II. 1 
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Englislv were paramoimt streagth^ and sujferior in ^ 
^influence ■sdtliin the peninsula of HinSostan. 

Such was the work accomplished, such the design, 
carried out, by Richard Earl of Momington, who, for 
his great services,»^as created Marquis Wellesley. 

Born on the '20th of June 1760, in Grafton Street, 
Dublin, the future Marquis passed his youth between the 
Irish capital and the ol^ baronial family residence of the 
Wellesleys, at Dangan, county Meath. 

The second fearl of Momington, whose eldest son our 
hero was, is well known in thfe musical wor^d as a 
composer of note, being likewise the friend of Handel, 
and possibly more familiar to some ears as the creator 
of those tuneful trifles, “ Here in cool grot ” and 
“ Orpheus with his lute*,” than a&the father of the great 
Duke of Wellington and the Marquis "Wellesley. 

Thus, under Uie gentle influence of the soothing art, 
were these youths *of high destiny nurtured, and, indeed, 
they might almosl have said with Milton, “ Harps ever 
tuned hung glittering by their sides,” for the Earl 
remained constant to his darling art. 

Harrow was the school chosen foi* the musical Earl’s 
eldest son, but his career there was cut short by a 
rebellion, •in which the future statesman took an* active 
part. Dr. Sumner having died in 1771, an Etonian by 
name of Heath was appointed to an office which the 
ardeift Harrovians claimed for Dr. Parr, a young scholar 
of great repute connected with the place. 

Ultimately, although the authoritieB both quelled the 
flisturbance and reinstated Heath in fall dnthority, they' 
had4o saffer a secession of forty pupils and the loss of • 
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^ihe young Welleslaj, wTiosa father, .tiiinki^ ii*for the 
best to make a change at once^ sent him to Eton, .where, 
sbon forgetting earlier predilections, he learned to love 
his school with all the ardour of Tom Brown himself. * 


* Tlicfec riotous •j^)rocooclin<^s of the gentlemen at Harrow 

seem to Lave resultt'd entirely from the iippointment of an Etonian 
to rule over them. J)r. Parr, a man of groat learning, was a 
junior n^ister, but liis claims were laid aside, nominally on 
account ol his youth, but, as he averrod, in const^uenco ft vote 
ho had given for AVilkes when standing for Middlesex. r>e this as 
it may, tlie young Harrovian.s would liave none of the Etonian 
interlopei*, and went a> far as to arm themselves with the tempting 
round stones with which the place abounds, and threaten to break 
the windows of an unpoinilar governor. 

The young M’ellesley entered into the school fe<jling strongly, 

and it is strange to reflect Ifow soon a removal to Eton caused his 

‘ • 

Harrovian prejudices to subside, and be replaced by the abiding 
sentiiiK'iit of Jiis* life, which, in the shape ol a pride in Eton, 
sundvod alike exposure to Indian distractions, and subsequent 
ministerial dilhculties. 

It remains a popular tradition amongst Harrovians of later days 
tlj^t the welfare of tlieir school is more likely to be promoted by 
one imbued witli the traditions of the jilace, than by a new comer 
hailing from Eton. TJiis feeling w^s strongly evoked when ^he 
present distinguished head master. Dr. Butler, essayed to fulfil the 
diftictili task of succeeding Dr. Vaughan. 

The w^dter, who was himself in the school, will not easily forget 
the enthusiasm aroused by the announcement of an appointment 
of the most instructed ivid gifted old Harrovian of his time to a 
position it seemed almost hopeless to fill with effect. Like Dr. 
Parr, the ^lewcomer was a Liberal in politics, whilst the only^ fault 
to be found by the critics was that specially urged on the occasion 
above-mentioned, viz. liis extreme youth. 
mft The fact of Lord Wellesley having received an Eton and Harro\v 
education, suggests tlie l oniark that out of eighteen Prime Ministers^ 
•who li^ve held office in the nineteenth century, five only havt^not 
bedfa ediMsated at one* of our public schools. Of the remainder, 

1 * . 


11 . 
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The'^Stoi^of those day.. diSere^.from that of the 
present in so far that participation in its delights was 
restricted, comparatively speaking, to the few, and there- 
fore that the remarkable influence on men’s careers 
due to that place of education redounded more manifestly 
to its fame. 

There certainly seems to have b( en a peculiar 
idiosyncrasy, which residence near the royal shades of 
Windsor tended to foster, in the careers of men like 
Wellesley and Canning, Avhilst, as the friends of Lord 
Mulgrave tell us, much of the knowledge, resource, and 
charm of manner, together with the influence over men 
of his time, which that popular soldier and politician 
possessed, ^yas acquired, at Eton amongst the friends of 
his youth. 

Oxford followed Eton in the young AVelleslcy’s case, 
and with it a friendship with William, the future Lord 
Grenville. In Loudon it became soon api)areut that the 
Irish peer’s eldest son was destined to serve the State, 
as he developed qualities leading Grenville to get Pitt s 


seven hail from Eton, //;v from Harrow, and nnr (Lord Liverpool) 
from Charterhouse. 

The advocates ol tlio pri\ate-school systtun of cducaMoii may 
con.solc themselves w'itli the iaet that (|UHlily may sometimes atone 
for quantity, and that Pitt, Lord Ihissoll, jid Lord Leaconsfield 
were never at a public school. Of the Eorei^m Secretaries of State 
in wllbm we are here more specially interestf‘d, the total number 
since ,18(X) has been twenty, viz. ten old Etonians, four old 
Harrovians, one old liugbeian (Lord Derby;, one old Carthusian, 
and four who received a private training ; cons})icuous amongst 
\^e latter being the names of Castlereagh amt Dudley. Lord 
Weliesley has been put down here as belonging to Eton, aiyiough. 
be was also at Harrow. < 



THE' IIABQUIS WELLESLEY. 

• interest excited, stfthat eoon%,fter becomingJEafTofJVIom- 
ington in 1781, he was elected member for Beeridston in* 
Cornwall, and afterwards for the famous Old Sarum. 

The sweets of office having been tasted as Junior Lord 
of the . Treasury, promotion consequent, on the display 
of great ability followed in ^1792, when it became 
Momington’s t&sk to overlook the fortunes of our rising 
Indian Empire from the Board of Control. 

dere it was, doubtless, that, qfter carefcil- study ©f the 
questions at issue, he evolved the theories on which he 
based the government held to have been so pre-eminent 
in merit. 

On one point all, friends and foes ahke, were agreed, 
and that was on the high ability Lord Momington 
possessed, whilst fortunately his opinions on Continental 
affairs coincided with those of Mr. Pitt, who, in 1797 
and after some hesitation, preferred hijn'to the doubting 
Lord Cornwallis, and entrusted the Proconsulship of 
British India to the newly-created English Baron 
Wellesley. 

A glance at the map will of» itself tell what migbty 
work this statesman performed during the seven years 
of his pro-consulship at Port William. 

There may be those who think that on the whole 
India has been, abd must continue to be, a doubtful 
benefit to England — a responsibility beyond , her 
ultimate 'power* of fulfilment, and a means of entangle- 
ment with and cause of jealousy for other nations. 

They cannot^ however, deny that if that rule was t®, 
continue, and be rendered compact by the wel^iig 
together of scattered and discoimected fragments, the 
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architecr^hfr has contributed' more. than any other to', 
* the attainment of the desired result was the elder 
brother of the great Duke of Wellington, whose natural 
talents were probably unsurpassed by those of living man. 

Despatched ,by *Pitt to India with the idea that he 
was there destined to recover in the East* empire lost to 
England in another ^here, he had nAver wavered in 
his task, and performed it triumphantly so far as^ time 
and ©i^rtunity was afforded. 

Eetuming at his otvh desire ^n a moment of Indian 
Government weakness and uncertainty, he returned to 
England, as was said, a specimen of a sultanised Briton.* 
The estimation of Lord Wellesley’s Indian admini- 
stration mr^t, be judged by results. 

The* system of subsidiary alliance, which led to the 
ultimate absorption of Hindostan by the British, 


* The iinpossibili^.y of setting forth a cut-and-dried policy for an 
Indian ruler to pursue is illustrated by an incident wliich occurred 
in 1821, after Mr. Canning had rejoined the King’s Governmept. 
As President of the Board of Control for India, it fell to his lot to 
api^oint a new Governor-Gdneral, and in a speech made in the 
presence of Lord Amherst, the man of Mr. Canning’s choice, that 
eloquent minister spoke to the following effect : — 

Had c. Governor-General been required to enlarge the 
boundaries of our emphe, instead of spreading the oil of urbanity 
and kindness over its already amply A^xtended surface, Lord 
Amherst would not have been the object of his selection. 

“ tlnluckily, no sooner did the pacific pro-qonsul a-^sume the 
reins thsfti he became involved in a war, and the rhetoric of the 
orator hung like a millstone on his prestige and on his perfor- 
yiance.” — Lord Teignmouth’s Betninucences, vol. ii. p. 212. 

* It is notorious that Lord Cornwallis was sent out to succeed 
Loi^ Wellesley with similar pacific intentions, but the necv ruler 
died in the midst of conflict. " • * 
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•'proceeded as follo^ : — werrf first (juartired in a 
native prince’s dominions to [trotcct him from hii? neigh- 
boura. Then he was persuaded to render up part of his 
territory to England, in order that the^ revenues thereof 
might defray the expense of occupation, such action 
being adopted to avoid the. alternative of anarchy, 
W'hich would probably be succeedt?d in turn by a French 
occQjiation. 

Experience has certainly shown thaif ‘as & "direct 
result Wellesley’s, policy the whole administration 
of India practically fell into the hands of the British, 
who had but to tolerate in certain cases the mere pomp 
and circumstance ot royalty, supported by a liberal 
allowance of revenue. , ’ . • 

Lord Castlereagh, wdien he at last found time* to turn 
his mind to Indian affairs, doubted if the removal 
of the master mind would not render nugatory all 
the results gained at the outset of "this far-reaching 
scheme. 

The East India Directors, however, hesitated, and, 
frightened at the prospect of a contest with Hoikar 
succeeding that with Scindia, sent Lord Cornwallis out 
to Ind'a, with orders to make peace at any.price, and 
secure at once tlie magnificent profits which a recuperated 
emi)ire offered to tiie Company. 

Pitt ^as at the moment oppressed by the magnitude 
of the European interests committed to his charge, 
and in failing health had not the energy to support 
'the vei’y polfcy which he had previously desired To 
. pronwte. 

* Fortunately, however, Weljesley’s dispositions had 
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taken riJot amongst the ekstem nations he understood, 
so weH. The reversal of ‘his jiolicy became impossible, 
and its consummation was but deferred for a season.* 
Living amongst Bajahs and Nabobs as one of them — 
giving rein to Ijis natural talent for government in a way 
that one born to rule could alone effect, Lord Wellesley 
surrounded himfeelf wdtli able administrators and scientific 
generals, whilst no red tape was allowed to stand in the 


* A comparison between the rival policies of Cornwallis and 
Wellesley in India is not pos.^ible, inasmuch as tliey represent the 
varying state of the public mind in England, and were, therefore, 
to a great degree employed in the pursuit of difiVrent objects. It is, 
hotvever, worflil of remark that duringjiis first Indian administra- 
tion, LoVd CtU’iiwallis was forced to adopt Jiostile measures against 
Tippoo Saib — measures which were carried to their logical 
conclusion by Lord Wellesley. When, mor(‘Over, Lord C’orinvallis 
succeeded to tlie (jdvernor-Generalship on ^Vellesley's return to 
England, his polic5 of peace at any price w'as found to be so 
unsuited to the requirements of India and the English rule, that 
Lord Hastings in 1818 was compelled to re\ersi‘ it altogethr-r. 
Lord Corinvallis’ ill-success as a general in tlie Ani(U-ican war has 
beffii generally condoned by posterity as ‘-esulting from no fault of 
his own, wdicn carrying out schemes against wdiich he had strongly 
protested as a statesman and disbelieved in as a soldier. 

Moreo\ers tlie taint of failure has altogetJier been washed out by 
the services rendered tow^ards the close of last century in advancing 
the union hetw^een England and Ireland. As the Lord-Liouteiiant 
moderate and Liberal in liis .symjiatJiics, and yet as the uncompro- 
mising foe^ of sedition. Lord Corinvallis did much to sa?e Ireland 
from becoming a base of foreign operations against England, wdiilst 
by his dignified conduct at Amiens he lielped to reconcile two 
trfval peoples to that short but grateful peace. - * 

•Lord Corinvallis will ever be remembered as a high-minded 
disinterested Englislirnan, whose death, occurring as it did fo soon* 
after Pitt’s, was a great blowtto his suffering country. 
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,* way of a new system, thetitfical in ‘its appeal “{d eastern 
love of display, but calculated to promote the htabjlity' 
’and permanence of our Indian rule. 

^ No wonder, then, that although the public at home 
were to a degree dazed with the injmensity of t.bin 
splendid success, home politici^,ns hesitated to endorse 

I • 

its full consequence. It foimed, Ihey feared, an 
intqjmiinable system of war, and could not forget that 
the seating ourselves upon the throne* o'f the Mogul 
was entirely contrary, to the original basis on which 
the East India Company had desired or professed to 
act. 

In India, moreover, enemies had been made by the 
great conqueror, who at the sam*e time had Hbeen a great 
innovator, whilst civil collectors of a middle age pVeferred 
the old hum-drum life in the jirovinces to the novel 
procedures which launched them into the vortex of 
Indian politics, and for a time changed a peaceful 
system into one of frequent war and general uncertainty. 

There were those, moreover, who accused the Marquis 
of nepotism in ])rcj;erring Arthur Wellesley to ottier 
senior officers in his profession, and it can scarcely 
be woivlered at, when the objectors had no .means of 
irautriim the transcendent merit which the master mind 
of the elder brother thus early discerned. 

Such had been the public conduct of the man ‘who, 

• m 

returning to Europe, found himself but half appreciated 
and sadly misunderstood at a time when the eyes of all 
^^ere fixed oil Europe, and specially upon the primtf 
.movef in that mighty drama which dwarfed all contem- 
poVary political malter. 
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Maybe, it* was ^nth a feeling of telief mingled with** 
fear of *his influence nearer home, that Napoleon heard 
of the return to England of him who had checked Erench 
hopes of Eastern, conquest, and, by despatch of troops 
to Egypt in *1110 very crisis of time, had enabled 
Abercromby to foil, one of the First^'Consul’s most 
cherished schemes. Mr. McCullagli Torrens tells us 
in his delightful Life of IVellexleij, how on laijdi»g at 
Port^'outh neither the 'society of his wife and children, 
nor the welcome of old friends,* was any solace to the 
disenchanted ruler who, dazzled with the habits of 
command which his position had fostered and his great 
mind naturally adopted, looked with unfeigned disgust 
upon the Commonplace future .which seemed about to 
open /or him in a country where other names were as 
household word.s amongst the people, and his own, but 
lately it is true, the wonder of a day, practically forgotten, 
whilst its owner Vas forced to recommence his career as 
it were anew. True it is that the talents and energy 
were there fresh and ready as of yore, but the great 
mSn’s whole being revolted against a struggle for place 
amongst the cabals of political faction. 

One solace, however, remained to the disenchanted 
and dethroned ruler in the friendlj^ welcome given him 
by Pitt. On the afternoon of a winter’s day in January 
1806, did the Marquis Wellesley make ^ pilgrimage to 
Pitt’s villa at Putney Heath. Situated off the main road 
from London to Kingston, and on an undulating part of 
tiie common above Roehampton, stands* the house in 

which this last converse between two of the mightiest 

• « 

spirits of their time took place. This spot was formerly 
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’known as the 01d*Bowling-ftreen House,* and'gj^ &resort 
of fashionable Londoners who there held a club, where’ 
t)owl§ out of doors and cards within alternated with public 
breakfasts and evening assemblies, k shady oasis in a 
wild of heath, the plantation overlooke,d by old cedars 
and Scotch fira (such as luxuriajte on that side of London) 
could have tola many a tale of somancS concerning the 
former visitors to the long, low, rambling, gabled house, 
but none probably so replete with histaric interest as 
the affectionate converse held on that sad occasion 
between Pitt and Wellesley. 

Passing politics are believed to have been eschewed, 
possibly with a mutual feeling that one must grant 
a supremacy he could ill brook to yield.* Those the 
gods love die young, and despite * Pitt’s sanguine 
hopes for the future, the speedy realisation of that 
heathen maxim seems to have pos,sessed Wellesley’s 
mind when he left Putney Heath. The great statesman 
was palpably broken, even if the mighty spirit struggled 
unceasingly with fast-increasing weakness. 

Surely there must-have dawiled on Wellesley’s mind 
an idea of future and possibly uncontrolled power, the 
realisation of which probably lay beyond the reach of 
mortal in his situation to acquire, but which but for an 
inability to work sinoothly under, or indeed with, other 
men, was but the natural possession of such talents as 
Bichard Colley, Marquis Wellesley, possessed. One, how- 
ever, who during his lifetime compassed two great imperial 
'actions, whei> he first consolidated empire in India, and 


Efiown now as Blenheim House. 
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after^aMs ST^tained public cpkit in support of his brother, 
in the Peninsula. When in after years Lord Brougham 
visited the former home of William Pitt, it was with in*- 
tense interest he contemplated the chamber where this his- 
torical meeting ha*d*taken place, so that, despite differences 
of opinion, he gave rein to a not unnatural sympathy 
which frequently animates the possessors^ of genius. 

At home, the Opposition saw the strange likeness 
betwqpp the Jipperial ventures of the French Emperor 
in Erirope and W^ellesley in Asia, and positively talked of 
impeachment rather than farther reward. Why should 
proceedings be condoned in Mysore and the Mahratta 
country, which we condemned and struggled against in 
Spain. Thp utter malignity and wickedness of Oriental 
rule was not, as may be imagined* realised by the Parlia- 
mentary followers of Mr. Pauli, who forthwith commenced 
agitating for in'quiry into a scheme of conquest and 
aggrandisement, ,sucli as they held to be contrary to 
the just and merciful system wliich the European pro- 
fessions of Great Britain bound her to follow. • 

Destined to collapse .as this movement necessarily 
must have been, whenever the light of truth was thrown 
on the past, it could not but add to the overpowering 
sense of weariness which on return to Europe has 
afflicted most Indian magnates. ^ 

In^the Marquis Wellesley’s case, this awakening came 
with redoubled force, in consequence of certain personal 
characteristics of temper and feeling which verged on 
absolute weakness. 

• He had previously expressed to Pitt his intense 
dis4>poiutment at not having been created a Du^e when 
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4ie overthrew TippQo and* took Seringap^tanr^’aipd at 
having to rest content with an. Irish marquisate. • 

• Judge, then, what must have been Wellesley’s 
vexation when, instead of the universal approbation 
which he felt his actions deserved,’ lie received cold 
comfort at the hands of political friends, and, to say the 
least of it, suffered indifference frjom a public absorbed 
in the contemplation of matters nearer home. 

But after a time it was seen that the agitation in 
question had no root, and then he too became intensely 
desirous of joining in the ministerial efforts made for 
the protection of the country. In defence of Canning’s 
action in the Baltic, he uplifted that eloquent voice 
which, repeating even balanced and logical periods, 
carried alike conviction to the mass, and genuine 
delight to the more refined amongst his hearers. 

Not often, indeed, could he be prevailed upon to make 
one of these great displays, which, carefully prepared and 
laden with elaborate thought and classical embellish- 
ment, were frequently laid aside at the very moment 
of intended delivery.* 

* Two of Lord Wollosloy’s speeches were considered text-books 
of infornmition conceriiinj^ tiio questions with w^liicli 'they dealt. 
The first was spoken in 1794, and was an exposition of the dangers 
prevalent from Frencli i evolutionary measures and principles. 

Published as a pamphlet, it may be set against the famous 
Vindiciti (i^dhtr of^ir James Mackintosh. 

The second was specially brilliant in composition, aiicl made a 
corresponding effect in delivery. It consisted in a complete 
^ifimmary of the Cg-tholic claims. This speech occurred after Lord ^ 
Weliipley’s resignation of the Foreign Office, and his speeches 
henceforth became so scarce that it was said of him that originiilly 
he had formed his style on Cicero, but latterly adopted that of Tacitus. 
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th% nervous system- of thft*man exceeded in* 
* delicacy and sensitiveness even that of his more popular 
oratorical rival George Canning. 

Such was the individual whom a knowledge of his 

• • 

brother Artiiur,’s Jhilitary merits led to accept the 
British Ambassadorship in Spain. Spc'C^ally accredited 
to the Sublime" Junta* at Cadiz, W ellesley journeyed 
thither, and arrived early in August ISOO as the <mns 
were teiebrating his brptlier's victory at Talavera, at a 
time when the countenance of liis, presence was urgently 
required to allay ill-feeling between the officials of 
Spain and those of Great Britain. 

Notmthstanding Canning’s perspicuous appreciation 
of England’s opportunity, it had been found impracticable 
for the two countries to work in the field together. 
The Spanish commanders had tlnur own theories of 
war, and scorned to submit to the dictation of military 
superiority, even ^.vhen, as was sul)sequeutly the case, it 
became apparent that W'ellington, and he alone, could 
hope to rid Spain of her invaders. 

It is not jjroposed h5re to recount the petty cabals 
of aspirants for fame and office. Their personal 
differences, actuated doubtless by the prevalence of 
human nature in human affairs, defaced the fair fame 
of those whose talents shed lustre on the English name 
and whose memory is treasured up amongst us. It is 
enough -to recount that the appointment of Lord 
Wellesley was cavilled at by those who doubted the 
•liiilitary genius of his great brother, and objected t(f* 
‘flie,public conduct of the ambassador himself. , 

Such, however, to his honour be it!* said, was not the 



JHE MABQina* WELLESLET. 


view of L8rd Grenville.# If he failed to see clearly in 
6pain, he had not equally misjudged Indiaih policy as 
adpainistered by his old Etonian friend. * • 

Both he and Lord Holland saw in the mission of the 
great pro-coiisul an earnest of statesmanship to be 
exercised in direction of Spanish affairs.* Lord Gren- 
ville had suppoVted his friend whan the slur of the 
detractor promised to be most injurious, and although 
his ho^itlity to tlie Government of Mr. Perceval was 
often as equally determined as that he liad forin^rly 
expressed«against the Duke of Portland’s administration, 
there always remained a disposition on the Whig Lord’s 
part to judge Lord Wellesley fairly. 

At Cadiz and Seville, Wellesley appears to have 
comported himself in a jnanner worthy of the occasion 
which brought him to the shores of Spain. Hn was 
every inch the English envoy, as he previously had 
fully rejtresented her might in the East.* 

He was no mere temporising actor, biit the represen- 
tative of a naturally prompted line of conduct such as 
W’ould become England’s messenger. The resources of 
Spain must follow those of Portugal, and be entrusted 
to WelUngton, or there could be no permanent safety 
even for “Cadiz. 


Cadiz was at least untouched — the emporium of trade 
from the agitated Spanish West Indies, tho basis of all 
the comnmrce wjiich might flow from the Antilles. * 
Whilst Cadiz was safe, Spain was not irrecoverably 


bst, and it was to enforce these principles of action, 
givei^onfideuce*to the maintenance of that defence, an^ 
inspwhjope in the future of the ancient and romantic 
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Spanish kingdom, ^at the wholb energies of England’s 
ambassador were directed. 

< f 

'Not entirely in vain were these prodigious talents 
exerted ; for when, after the lapse of a few months, the 
retreat of Marshal. Massena from Portugal left westbm 
Spain once again open to the British armies, the 
memory of the .little; di^fied man, whose conduct and 
bearing in Seville had been so acceptable to the 
Spaniards, was still fresh in the memory of many' and 
contiibuted not a little "towards establishing the future 
authority of his all-conquering brother. 

Mr. W. McCullagh Torrens, in his interesting Life of 
Lord Wellesley, gives a graphic description of the 
ambassador, ’s reception at Seville. The heroine of 
Saragossa was there to bid him v.elcome, and with scant 
ceremony carried the British envoy in her arms into 
the crowded Hall of State, amidst the excited “ bravas ” 
of an enthusiastic"^ people. 

The Earl preserved dignity of demeanour until all 
was over, but then his temper seems to have fairly given 
way, and he relieved righteous indignation on the person 
of an unlucky Irish servant, whose natural love of 
merriment had betrayed him into laughter. 

It is to° the credit of the disgusted ambassador that 

throughout this trying scene he preserved intact an 

almost theatrical fitness of appearance ; likewise that he 

coml^ined it on this occasion with a short oratorical 

effort worthy of the historical situation in which he 

found himself placed. The restorer of British Indiaii« 
* * • 
^ower had arrived as the fit messenger, bringing propdse 

of hiding succour to the children of punny Spain.* ^ ‘ 
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/Himself with the'fride of sa grandee, nevgrwoTflihe 
vex a tender susceptibility or nusunderstand a na^onal 
sentiment, however exaggerated it might be. 

The writer can only desire those who wish for full 
information on this and other parts 8^ the Marquis’s 
career, to dive ir^to the glowing and fascinating pages 
of Mr. Torrens’ book, where the subject is treated with 
a completeness that cannot here be approached. 

At th^ close of the year 1809,, Wellesl«y’s prefisnce 
was required elsewhere.^ Internal dissensions had rent 
the Duke of Portland’s cabinet in twain, and a suc- 
cessor had to be found for the man who, of all others, 
had originated English resistance to the subjugation of 
Spain. • , • 

Canning might with contentment resign the Foreign 
Secretaryship to the statesman most desirous of per- 
petuating his policy, and of carrying out^his measures. 

Tims it came to pass that Welleslej^ bade adieu to 
Cadiz and to the population who had so enthusias- 
tically welcomed him. He might well have said : — 

♦ 

“ Adieu, fair Cadiz, ^ca, a long adieu. 

Who may forget how well thy walls have stood ? 

When all were changing, thou alone wert true — 

’First to be free, and last to be subdued.” • 

His own feelings and disposition in accepting the 
Foreign Office will be best explained by the followjng 
from a letter td Lord Mulgrave, written from .Seville 
at the end of October 1809, when Lord Wellesley first 
i<j8olved to take.office : — 

“%^u will know from Mr. Perceval that I have 
oteyed the summons* of my sovereign and of my friends, 

II. • 2 
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and, that I, shall enter the King’s tcouncils with a firm 
intention of devoting my exertions to His Majesty’s 
cause. I assure you that the consideration of actihg 
with you is veiy mateiial to my confidence and comfort, 
and I hope we^mfiy yet be able to effect much good.’^ 
The Foreign Secretaryship of Lojd Wellington’s 
brother was avowedly undertaken for the purpose of 
rendering the great soldier support, and sorely did he 
need* ,such • arsistance.. The Opposition at home was 
rampant on the subject of Spain. Lord Grenville, Lord 
Grey, Windham, and Thomas Greville all echoed the 
same criticisms, varying only as to mere matters of 
detail. The war in the Peninsula was a mistake, and 
beyond the yeach of our resoui’ces. Wellington’s general- 
ship, •even after Talavera, was* severely criticised, and 
the ministry were believed by the General himself to be 
doubtful and hesitating. This the publication of Lord 
Liverpool’s letters by Mr. C. D. Yonge has proved to 
have been a mistake. Determined to trust nothing to 
chance, they, like the great commander whom they 
dfsired to seiwe, had prepared for every eventuahty, and 
made ready for a long and continued struggle. 

The ^eat difficulty in Spain was known and felt to 
be that of specie payments, but the new Foreign 
Secretary had seen and learned enough to counsel 
strenuous efforts to meet the difficulty, whenever the 
time should arrive for a new advance. * 

But such an hour was clearly at a distance when 
Wellesley reached London. W^ellingtonhad with regjrt 
been forced to leave Cuidad Rodrigo to its i&te^ The 
fighting a battle with Ney for its succour inyplved the 
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risk of ruin in Poifljgal, for •he defence of whi^h, the 
British general retained all his energies. 

’Supported by his younger brother, Henry Wellesley, 
as envoy at Cadiz, where General Graham still kept his 
foes at bay, Wellington gradually comhienced to retreat 
into Portugal before the army of^Massena. 

The outcry in England therefo^’e continued, and, as 
some^ who had hitherto supported the cause began to 
fear, not without reason. . • • • • 

Before leaving CadizJjord Wellesley elicited from*his 
brother the reasons which impelled his advance into 
S[)ain, fighting the battle of Talavera, and subsequently 
retiring to the Portuguese frontier. He received for 
reply a minute which will he found* quoted ^ ‘length in 
the ll'eUiuijIoii Da^patchcR for 1809, but which in substance 
stated that with the support that might reasonably have 
been expected from the Spanish armies, in the duty of 
watching certain French divisions, there was good military 
reason to believe that an advance to Madrid might have 
at once proved successful. The Spanish, however, failed 
to perform their part of the progrtome, and Wellingto« 
not finding the means of transport that Sir John Moore’s 
previous e,xperience had led him to hope for, fought the 
battle of Talavera, and then resolved on retreat. 

It had been found to be impracticable to act in unison 
with our Sjjanish allies, whilst the fervid hopes of freedom 
gained through popular movements were in danger of 
coming to nought. Canning had fanned the original 
fl'afiie with avidity, and now, after fair trial, the spark • 
was to\B no longer unquenched, but smothered by thg 
gathering • French hdsts, who were pouring into the 

2 * 
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devoted country. « Wellii?gton ' ini\^H;d needed all the 
support a sympathetic andstatesmau-like baud of ministers 
could give. 

As Sir William Napier has characteristically declared, 
the English general had to pave a broad way through 
chaotic warfare. That he ultimately succeeded in so 
doing is largely due to that elder brother who gave the 
weight of his name, and the powerful qualities of his 
mind to the Jtask of sustaining public spirit in England. 

It is nothing in comparison to this that he misunder- 
stood his colleagues, that his whole system and habit 
were contrary to the received rules of ministerial conduct. 
He had been a great Indian ruler, and his help was 
sorely needed to reconcile England to the war in Spain 
and Portugal. To details of expense and questions of 
currency and future resource he could not descend at 
the time when, as he believed, everything was at stake 
in hi‘' brother’Sc^camp. 

But Mr. Perceval and the other members of the 
ministrj' were but following out the clear duty of every 
njjnister, on principles laid do^m by Walpole and 
Chatliam and maintained by Pitt, when resolving to 
restrain national efforts within limit of national resources. 

An aftemative policy would have been that of the 
gambler, which would have left English shores defence- 
lesg whenever the complete subjugation of the Peninsula 
to the French might have been effected. 

In Europe the situation had been somewhat modified 
•by the marriage of the French Emperor with an Austrian 
Archduchess. Mettemich has left on record Ij^ the 
proposition was first mooted at a masked ball, in Paris, 
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and how when sub^quently submitted to Jihe ^mperor 
Francis he had left his daughter absolutely free tp act. 

* The Archduchess may have been to a degree allured 
by the captivations of the situation, and not indisposed 
to* admire the success of her future*d'onsort. Anyhow 
her consent wap unreservedly given, and the position of 
her father’s country rendered more tolerable than it 
othei-wise could have remained under the questionable 
peace of Schonbrunn. , . ^ , 

Poor Josephine, who, as Napoleon himself remSilked, 
never would have forsaken him, was left to take comfort 
in an ample income and a title of courtesy. 

Sweden had at last given way, and her King, deposed 
for his faithfulness to English pohcy, was sonveyed to 
Switzerland, and there was destined to remain an outcast. 
In his place Bemadotte, one of Napoleon’s marshals, was 
finally elevated to power.* 

The French had also formally an^jexed Holland to 
France, but as the proceedings detailed in an early part 
of this volume continued to encourage illicit trade between 
the two nations, the measure might have been expected 
as one of a commercial nature. Napoleon knew that 
absolute prohibition of trade between England and 
Holland would seriously injure the merchants* of Great 
Britain, and determined to stretch his power to the 
uttermost. , 

Hence it caifie to pass that through the commercial 
house of Labouchere a proposal came to the Marquis 


consent of the Duke of Sudermania, who adopted^ hiin* 


when himself childless. 
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Wellesley, as Foj-eign ^ecrettoy. ,, It purported to 
announce that France was prepared for peace on the 
basis of a division of Spain, and one is left to conjectiu'e 
the freedom and independence of Portugal. Wellesley 
replied that he by .no means held himself hound to wage 
perpetual war, but that no peace could be satisfactory 
not providing .for the ' complete emancipation of the 
Peninsula. The negotiations fell through because 
Napoleon neve^’ intended they should succeed, biit the 
employment by Napoleon and Fouchc of the Dutch 
house of business cannot be doubted. 

Hanover being annexed to France, and the Tyrol 
subjugated, the hopes of Europe declined with the 
advance of, 1810. At home the (Toverumeut proved 
their bdelity to Lord Wellington by itassing through 
an unwilling House tlie ju'opositiou for subsidizing 
30,000 Portuguese troops. ’ 

Moreover, they passed unscathed through the debates 
on the Walcheren expedition, defence of which was, 
according to previous agreement, not attempted by tlie 
Foreign Secretary, wlio .totally disapju’oved of tlie policy 
which had been there followed out, having always 
believed that the whole of our availalile resources ought 
to have been concentrated in Spain and Portugal. 

In October 1:^10, Lord Wellington was continuing 
his retreat througli Portugal, when at Busaco, about 
thirty mjles to the north of Coimbra, he was' attacked 
by the French, and successfully defended his position. 


M.arcli 1810. , 
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Continuing his.,conrse yestward, he ^readied the 
desired haven of Torres Vpdras in November, and 
entered the long -prepared lines, within which his army 
proceeded to halt. They were found to be simply 
impregnable, and Massena in effect allowed them so to 
be, for after long circumspection he abandoned any idea 
of attack. 

Probably at this moment the surpassing merits of 
Wellington first began to dawn^ upon Europe, ^od the 
year 1810 closed somewhat more hopefully. * 

The British ministry had, -we must admit, made gigantic 
efforts to support their general. No less than 130,000 
men were assembled within the lines of Torres Vedras ; 
and Massena, outnumbered and out-mauoemTed, relapsed 
into a fatal inactivity. ‘Attacked in the rear by irregular 
l)ands of Portuguese, and insecure as to his communica- 
tions, retreat became a military necessity" even before its 
ado2ition. » 

At home the English ministry was harassed by 
a long-deferred financial crisis. Failures amongst 
merchants and men of busineKS were frequent, 4jnd 
proceeded from a combination of circumstances which 
were lialfie to become the permanent accompaniments of 

• m ^ 

a system of perpetual war, commercial exclusion from 
the Continent, and consequent drain on the exchequer. 

Still national spirit ran high, and the Foreign 
Secretary had the country with him when he applied a 
spur to the half-doubting minister,* whose watch over 

t . • 1 
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the public exchequer led him to • question England’s 
la^nt Tesources. 

No individual merit stands out more completely during 
this crisis of the struggle than that of Lord Liverpool 
in his oapacity as War Minister, liis support to the 
Peninsnla Ava’’ proving as ungrudging' as it has since 
been shovn tt) have, been guided by a well-informed 
judgment. 

Let opponents rail as they will, no available reinforce- 
ment was ever refused, (‘vcn ^when it involved an 
extraordinary effort such as tilled the lines around 
Lisbon with an army the like of which Wellington 
himself had never dared hope for. 

That the, effort could not be jienuanently sustained 
was no fault of the ministers, but, as he pertinently 
remarked, that of the country's resources. 

Additional glopni east itself o^er Jhiglaud when* at 
last it was known tliat the old King's reason had 
forsaken him, and that a Ibgcnc^ was in(‘vitul)le. ’The 
immediate cause of this disaster being hastened, was, 
as» Mr. Stephen beautifully expresscal in tbo House of 
Commons, the death of his favourite' daugliier Amelia. 
Quoting the words of the then nowly-])ublished JdiJij of 
the Lahe, the speaker drew tears from all eyes. 

“ Some are to morlals ^iven 

‘ With les«^ of earth in tliem than licaven. . 

*■ If there s' a te:ir — a hnijian tear — 

From jiassioii’s dross refined and clear, 


* December 1810 .* 
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A tear so ggiitle*and so meek, , 

It would not stain an angel’s cheek, — 

’Tis that which pious fathers shed 
Upon a duteous daughter’s liead.” 

Y)urinf? the ])r()grcss of these c^tints llie Foreign 
Minister was giving all his onei*gi{ s to t-.e support of 
his l)rother, and yet it heeaiiK'^houidw more i)rol)ahle 
that the Government, of which he was so })roiuinent a 
member, would cease to exist. The Jvi-ng's .ijlness, 
moreover, necessitated a regency, which, agreed to* after 
hotly contested del^ak s, left the exocutivo in the Prince 
of Wales’ hands, who f»penly declared an intention of 
restoring his Wliig friends to power. 

Iduriiig this cuisis intrigues were constant and their 
recital is no put of tin's narrative. 

The I'oadcr seeliin^' a reliable description of the 
vnrious party nio\<'s of the day, will find* them described 
in the first volunn* of Mr. rinmcr .Ward’s memoir, 
pnl)lis]icd by IMnrray. Allicrmarlo Street. 

There he will i-ead of a political excitement not, 
fortunatidy, reproduceahle in • onr own times, .^ne, 
moreover, which wcaild give colour to the statement 
wo hav^ lately heard in high qaarters, to the effect that 
statesmen are hut the creatures of intrigue, and form a 
justification for their abolition in favour of mere popular 
delegates, sent to register straight off the decisions 
of the people’s will. T’ortunately England, has not 
come to that pass as yet, or dec ted to disarm herself 
^f the omnipotence of the highest individual intellac^ 

, whe^ exercised in accordance with due Constitutional— 
role. Some accounts tell us that Lord Wellesley was 
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liimseljf a schemer for the highest ^gituation under the 
Sovereign wfien a member of Mr. Percevars Government/ 
bfit there is no direct proof that lie desired to hasten 
a change which was believed to be certain when Fox’s 
former friend beeame Eegent. 

Judge, theif, of the amazement and^ disappointment 
which prevaile^l throughout all Whig circles when it 
became apparent tha't, with a bad grace enough, but 
still psuredlj"^ the Prince had resolved to retain Perceval 
in jK)wer. 

The Opposition were, moreover, in the very act of 
forming afresh the Government which left office in 1807, 
when all such arrangements were adjourned sine die. 
Perceval thenceforth became his Sovertdgn’s chosen 
minister, as lie previously Imd been successful leader of 
the Commons, and this supremacy proved ultimatelj^ 
fatal to the great Marquis’s continuance in office. 

Space cannot^ *liere be found for the notable incon- 
sistencies which it was proposed to bridge over by the 
promiscuous banding together of tiiose possessing 
exj)erience, talents, and eloquence, a coalition which, 
however, it is well for England neVer was consummated. 

It happened that the Regency was destined to open 
with the ‘prestige of military success; as early in 1811 
the retreat of the French through Portugal commenced. 

Signs of absolute famine had not been absent from 
the enenaies’ camp, whilst in both BrHish add Portu- 
guese quarters the price of necessaries rose beyond the 
gleans of ordinary individuals, so that oflpcials, civil an|l 
military, English and foreign, began to despair the 
situation. 
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The dis\)clief in the possibility of Wellington’s §uccess 
'which prevailed amongst the British ofticers, i^ an 
element which should not be lost sight of. It was 
constant from the time of Corunna to when at Lisbon, as 
we =are relating, letters were written hon?e full of military 
hopelessness. This feeling reported to Lords Grenville 
and Grey, led them presumedly to take ajaundiced view 
of a situation which undoubtedly ’possessed the darkest 
features. Two great minds, however, never wavered, 
and although by no means in isolation so far as official 
countenance could ronder support, there is something 
sublime in the spectacle of the elder and younger 
brother sustaining their countiy’s cause through sheer 
force of character and greatness of mind. ^Vellington 
steadily pursued his object, despite professional and 
political criticism, whilst at the same time Wellesley did 
all that he could to inspire confidence at home. 

But it must not be supimsed thaf^the year 1810 
passed by without the Government policy in Spain being 
so roughly challenged, that the Foreign Secretary was 
called on to exert all his power ,in order to scatter his 
foes and refute their' arguments. Lord Grenville, as 
has been said, ever preserved respect for Lord Wellesley, 
but he arraigned his poijcy at the bar of public opinion 
none the less. Lord Wellesley’s replies were ever 
temperate but determined, breathing a high spirit of 
confidence in the skill and judgment of his brother. 

It was not, however, until June the 8th, 1810, that, 
i^ reply to Lord Lansdowme, who, with his usual skiU 
and'ability, had moved two resolutions condemnatory of 
British efforts then, in progress — resolutions which, 'in 
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efifect,* amounted to urging a sofely defensive contest on 
behalf of Portugal — th$ Marquis in rejjly rose to a 
height of eloquence the vigour of which alike delighted 
supporters and astounded foes, until the old tapestried 
chamber, we arc told, rung again with the unwonted 
fervour of his finished periods, and with the sounding 
applause whick greetecf a magnificent peroration. 

To such oratory, conceived in the highest vein of 
clasijip perfection, and delivered when the whole being 
of ^he speaker was inspired with the theme, it were 
impossible to do justice without a few extracts therefrom. 

Beginning by a justification of Sir John Moore’s 
campaign, and arguing from its importance as seen by 
Napoleon ‘that its story should rather lead us to renewed 
eSbrt, than sink our military hopes in despair, he 
proceeded to defend tlie later operations before and after 
Talavera, declaring that with our fresh experience, and 
the still high spirit of the Spaniards, there was every 
reason for confidence in the leader who so far had met 
with no check in the open field. 

Will any man pretend to say,” said his Lordship, 
“ that Portugal does not afford an advantageous military 
position from whence to cariy on military operations in 
Spain ; one, moreover, necesstry for the defence and 
essential to the safety of the whole Peninsula? The 
Croyemment, then, had enjoined on Lord Wellington to 
extend, his operations so far beyond the frontier of 
Portugal as should not be incompatible with the defence 
»and security of Portugal.” I 

He proceeded to justify the Government for continuing 
to act with the Spanish Junta, notwithstanding their 



• • • 

tHE MARQUIS WELLESLEY? *^9 

proved impracticabUjty, *as dejponstrated on moirs than 
one occasion, an inefficiency evidenced by their refusal to 
adhait British troops within the lines of Cadiz, so that 
any attempt to succour the emporium of Spain had to 
be made by means of an independent ciJvering force. 

But everything had been done towards improving the 
Spanish Government, so far as was compatible with the 
harmony of the alliance. 

As for tlie trust which Lord Wellington .had pl^oed in 
the Spanish armies and their general, he declared flieir 
ability to defend a mountainous country to have been 
again and again proved, and that if the general had 
been found wanting, there remained the materials for 
a future military alliance with oar own forces, such as 
might free the Peninshla from the French, and foil 
Napoleon’s schemes. 

And what were those designs ? His fliain object in 
attempting to establish domination ii^ Spain was to 
wield with new vigour the naval and colonial resources 
of Spain to the detriment of Great Britain, and so 
outflank us in Europe. • ^ 

The Marquis claimed that we had checked these 
schemes by making Portugal a base of operations, 
saving her navy, and iireveiiting the Spanish ships in 
Ferrol from falling into French hands. 

“ If,” said his Lordship, “I could discover anytjiing 
in the aspect of Spanish affairs that wears the hue and 
complexion of despair, I would ])ause. If ardour was 
camped or energies broken down, I might believe further 
assist^ce to he unavailing. But the struggle in which 
Spain i'S.now engaged is not merely a Spanish struggle. 
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With ‘the fate ofv. Spain fh&i of England is blended. 
Should we not stand by her to the last ? For my part, 
my Lords, as an adviser of the Crown, I shall not cease 
to recommend persistence in the struggle, 

“ In nature, anil above all in Spain, how often have 
the apparent symptoms of dissolution been the presages 
of new life and of renovated vigour. Therefore, my 
Lords, I would cling to Spain in her last struggle. 
Therefore I -would watch her last agonies, I would w'ash 
and'heal her wounds, I would receive her parting breath, 
and catch the last vital spark of her expiring patriotism.” 

Language such as this needs no comment. Used at 
such a time, and by such a man, it proved that the 
spirit of Casining animated the Government, whilst the 
harassed British commander knew he might rely on 
steady and constant support. 

As the after-story of his life wall show, the effort on 
Lord Wellesleyls part must, on the occasion just 
narrated, have been considerable, because, although 
long official experience had inured the statesman to 
coping with those various turns and difficulties of debate 
which a Foreign minister slionld be specially prepared 
to meet, the strange constitutional nervousness wliich 
had characterized Lord Momington still clung to the 
Marquis Wellesley, and gave an advantage to Lord 
Grenville he w'as not slow to improve on. Moreover, 
the character of the speeches which had assured the 
Foreign Secretary’s Parliamentaiy position will be 
Jxtter indicated by describing them as* model essayf 
than by comparing them with any less prepared ^peci-^ 
mens of oratory. 
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They had, on the whole* been tm tinged with, the 
passionate beauty with which Canning again and»aga^n 
stamped each passing occasion, or gifted with the 
readiness which gave Pitt his superiority over a more 
fervent and not less eloquent rival. * 

But the cause of Spain, and enthusiasm for his 

brother ‘s talents and character, seemed ever to lift Lord 

Wellesley above himself, whilst the ardour of the 

minister’s pleading was, on the.occasiont in question, 

01 

doubtless kindled to the height of fervour by a knowledge 
of the intense nature of the military crisis around Lisbon. 

But such unnatural tension could not continue, and, 
to the delight of all who knew w'hat it portended, 
Massena gave in first. Retiring to SanT;arem, he 
besought Napoleon to send reinforcements to his 
ranks, thinned by disease and death. Resolutely and 
scientifically did he conduct his rqtreat, but the 
movement itself led to the final and entire delivery of 
Portugal. 

On the 5th of April, 1811, the French army recrossed 
the frontier. How much the Foi’leigu Secretary’s genius 
had contributed to this result, can only be appreciated 
upon consideration of his immense influence in^London. 

Arthur will not fail ! has come to be an historical 
sentence, and if it has something of family pride in the 
utterance, proves that there w'as a beneficent side to* the 
ancient and obsolete custom of English political life, 
which had in India originally enabled Wellesley to bring 
hfe brother’s talents to the fore. 

^ The^nevitable reaction ensued in England when, aft^r 
the ‘reception of th5 glorious news from Portugal, the 
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war .dragged but ^wearily frlong in Spain. Relieved by 
Qraham’s gallant victoiw, gained in March 1811 at 
Barrosa, fought in defence of Cadiz, and the san- 
guinary struggle at Albuera (May 16th, 1811), W'hich 
had no permanent result (inasmuch as the French 
ultimately succeeded iii their object, which was to relieve 
Badajoz,) nothing but^ contradictory tidings of marching 
and counter-marching reached the ears of unprofessional 
menf*The Foreign Secretary continued to exliort people 
to trust in his brother’s schemes, and to do all that the 
advantage of his great position allowed to elevate the 
sinking hopes of the nation. 

Extremely anxious not to see England involved in 
war with *A.merica, Wellesley endeavoured to stem the 
fast-rising wave of discontent' which came across the 
Atlantic. Napoleon had done all that in him lay to 
embroil England with her former colonies, and the time 
was not far distant when success was to crown his 
efforts in this direction. 

Wellesley, left to his own devices, would most 
certainly have renounced the Orders in CouncU if they 
remained a bar to peace, but the adverse opinions of 
his colleagues had, perforce, to be respected, so long as 
negotiations were carried on in joint responsibility. The 
right of search for deserters was resented so strongly 
by 'the Americans, that not even Wellesley’s friendly 
conduct towards them succeeded in smoothing the 
troubled waters, so that the great man had to descend to 
'tiresome and lengthy details, all to no •purpose, and tie 
had feeling continued to increase rather than dijj;)inish^. 

In Europe the birth of an hetr to Napoleon gave 
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hopes of permanence fo th^ dynasty and app^ent 
satisfaction to the French nation, but had not pre^iented 
certain premonitory symptoms of discontent escaping* 
from Kiissia. 

Tlfe French Emperor appears to •have previously 
allowed to Mettemich that the position of the great 
northern empire, and the pride* of her ruler, were 
incompatible with his own scheme of universal sway, and 
believing that war must soon have ensued, ,he prepared 
for the venture. We know now, through the diary* of 
Madame de Remusat, how weary Napoleon was of the 
Spanish contest, into which, although drawn by the 
original vortex of his own ambition, he had never 
followed up con amove. True it is that during 1810 and 
1811 the whole, available resources of Frafice .were 
poured into the Peninsula, whilst the Spaniards went 
dow]i before the wave of his irresistible force, to rise, 
however, and reappear afresh in arms Ijefore long, an 
advantage which must ever accrue to the possession of 
less organised and, therefore, easier dispersed forces. 
But the British leader, if sometimes thwarted pr 
occasionally betrayed into a mistake, wedged himself 
into whatever vantage-ground presented itself, and stood 
ever prepared to seize any opportunity which occasion 
might afford. 

A struggle for possession of the frontier fortresses, of 
Cuidad Rodrigo oil the north and Badajoz on the east, 
characterised the phase of the struggle which rendered 
18^.2 notorious ; Jiut before the former stronghold had 
gloriously fallen into British hands the Foreign Secretary 
su’rp^ise^ purope by the resignation of his office, 
ii. 3 
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When the news had arriyed in Ejigland showing that 
Russi^ and Prussia were encouraged by the stand made* 
hi the Peninsula, Wellesley, emboldened by the succfess 
of his policy had buckled to hard work in a way which 
has left its abiding mark on the records of the Foreign 
Office. But on a sudden a great change came over his 
conduct. He , absented himself from cabinet councils, 
refrained from social intercourse with his colleagues, 
and Jijetrayed, all his old Indian impatience of ministerial 
control. 

The end could not be far off when the most dis- 
tinguished member of the Government did not care to 
appear even in nominal S 3 nni)athy with those equally 
responsible for public .conduct. 

The historiiiu. mnio()ver, cajinot forgot tliat at tlio 
national council-board were seated throe former Foreign 
Secretaries, with two of whom Pitt had stoopial to 
concert grave a^ffairs of State. 

Men of Lord Liverpool’s, Lord Harrowby’s, and Lord 
Mulgrave’s calil>re and experience could not possibly 
a^ee to become official nonentities when European 
affairs were on the fapis. Hence the Marquis Wellesley’s 
resignation, although in one sense an evil, was a relief 
from ail unnatural position which must have soon 
dissolved the Eegent’s Government. 

More than one authority, writing on the political events 
of the, times, has stated his opinion ‘that no adequate 
cause has ever been stated to account for Wellesley’s 
.resignation. , j 

In the seventh volume of the Wellington Bespdulm, 
^d the 257th and following pages, will be foupd ‘ a 
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^memorandum by Colonef Mejjrick Shawe, gettin^.^orth 
the Foreign Secretary’s reasons /or resignation. • 
lie states in effect that Lord Wellesley thought a 
great effort ought to have been made to drive the French 
out of Spain in 1808, before Napoleon "had arranged the 
Peace of Schoiibrunn with Austria in 1809. Moreover, 
that the military and financial resources of Spain should 
have there and then been made over to English 
management. , • • •• 

Therefore it was that the Marquis had looked mth 
disfavour on the scattering of British resources at 
Walcheren, and been unable to defend the policy there 
set forth, a circumstance which from the first put him out 
of accord with his colleagues. • , 

Lord Wellesley also let it be known that he olijected to 
his despatches having been commented on and altered in 
cabinet, and that he had desired the exact phrases he 
used to 1)0 allowed to stand. Ho moseover stated in 
private that he thought himself amongst a cabinet of 
statesmen, but found them a set of critics. He was 
convinced, by experience, that* the cabinet neither 
possessed ability nor knowledge to devise a good plan, 
nor temper and discernment to adopt what he thought 
necessary.* Such was the state of feeling under the 
influence of which Lord Wellesley left Mr. Perceval’s 
government. The straw which may, however, be held 
to have finally broTien the camel’s back was undoubtedly 
a refusal of Lord Liverpool’s, in the House of Lords, to 
acte^t Lord Fitawilliam’s proposal for a settlement of* 

— if • 

• * Mmnoir of 7i’. I'nDiifr Word, vol. i. pp. 429 and 481. 

3 * 
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the ^Cutholip question, ^hereby announcing a final 
Government resolve to adhere closely to the old policy 
of exclusion, even if the open expression of contrary 
sentiments were to receive official toleration. A principle 
this on which Lofld Liverpool’s own Government came 
to be based ; one, however, which it is impossible to 
consider fraught vdth a healthy spirit of ministerial 
responsibility. 

But for -difierences on other matters the Catholic 
Question would have been left in temporary abeyance, 
even by Lord Wellesley, who afterwards ignored it as a 
cause of resignation. 

On March the lOtli, 1812 , the House of Lords was 
crowded to hear an explanation which Lord Wellesley 
had given' to understand would" be rendered regarding 
the late differences with his colleagues. But w’hen the 
opportunity cftme, a somewhat sharp debate w’as allowed 
to conclude without the ex-Foreign Secretary saying one 
word ; so that we have perforce fallen back upon the 
somewhat scant documentary evidence wiiich is available. 
Doubtless the constitutional nervousness from which 
Lord W^ellesley suffered led to the above silence, which, 
according to the biographies of the time, was deemed 
unfortunate, as the general sense of the House of Lords 
was not left favourable to the great man’s conduct. 

Xhe more immediate cause of complaint which led to 
secession from Mr. Perceval’s cabinet appears to have 
been the inadequate support given to Lord Wellington 
in the Peninsula. Government efforts were, as tke 
Foreign Secretary thought, just too short, whilst his own 
min d had rested so exclusively on his brother’s move-. 
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jnents, that he had learned todbelieve sfJme shortcomings 
as always existent. • * 

Whe*Q, for instance, towards the close of his tenure 
of office, news came from Prussia that the national spirit 
was again arising at Berlin as at Vienna, the Prince 
Regent desired to move an English jinny to the Elbe, 
for the recovery of his Hanoverian dpminiohs. Wellesley 
again urged that it was our policy to recruit the Peninsula 
armies, and to concentrate all our.energies*th'ere, stfthat 
the scheme in question was abandoned. 

It follows, then, that the degree in which Lord 
Wellington's campaign contributed towards the ultimate 
overthrow of Naiioleon casts a con-esjionding meed of 
praise on Wellesley’s countenance ’and supp^rt^ and this 
wthout allowing that he was always correct in his 
assumptions. 

When in 1812 Lord Russell, as a .young man, was 
taken to Lord Wellington’s head-quarfSrs in Sjiain, he 
heard the British comniander-in-chief comment on the 
requests made by his elder brother in England for 
reinforcements. “ The want,” said the general, “ is hot 
for men, but commissariat and means of ti'ansport.” 
He then n,dded, “ My Lord Wellesley is not .aware of 
this.” 

On the 11th of May, Mr. Perceval met with a violent 
death in the lobby of the House of Commons. * 

It is known that Bellingham the assassin had no 
personal animus against the Prime Minister as a man, 
but gather against the Executive of w’hich he was the* 
gjiidin^spirit. • 

• The writer has, moreover, hoard, through a family 
u. • 
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source of ur doubted valu^f-, tliat BeUingham had resolved 
to kill the first minister '^'ho passed him in the lobby, 
and that old Lord Eldon, in company with his servant, 
hurried by, having his coat collar up. Thus it happened 
that perhaps thd best known public character in London 
escaped the fate^ which befel the excellent and able 
Perceval. " 

As the son of one of the minister’s followers has 
testified to -the writer, clearness of view and acute 
intelligence in administration characterised a term of 
office held in critical times. 

His influence over the House of Commons was an 
increasing one, and a2)proached tlmt of North and Pitt 
in the completeness of its latter ascendancy. 

It' is not, therefore, difficult to judge of the feeling 
which arose against a letter written by Lord Wellesley’s 
personal friends, throwing the blame of his resignation 
upon Mr. Peieeval, and this at the very moment 
when Parliament and the educated British public were 
in general sorrow for the loss of that higli-minded Prime 
Minister. It was, moreover, the very unkindest thing 
possible to represent Lord ^Vellesley in the light of 
Mr. Perceval’s detractor when his criticisms, had been 
directed against public policy and not private character. 
■“ Save me from my friends,” might well be ejaculated 
bythe statesman who, in his reply to Lord Harrowby’s 
speech (made in ignorance of the fact that the statement 
was not Lord Wellesley’s own) betrayed intense vexation 
’ at the painful situation so gratuitously prepared for, hftn. ^ 
The pubhcation had clearly never received countenance 
from the Marquis, jmd was disavowed aocordinglyk; 
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^whilst the great '^uke of % Wellington,* -writmg in 
1835 to Mr. Perceval’s son, used ijie following expressions^ 
which should once and for all set at rest the controversy 
as to whether the British general received adequate 
noinisterial support during the Peninsula War. The 
great Duke says : — 

“ I never, whether in public or in private, said one 
word of the ministers, or of any minister who was 
employed in the conduct of thp affairs •of* the public 
during the war, excepting in praise of them ; that I have 
repeatedly declared in public my obligations to them for 
the cordial support and encouragement which I received 
from them ; and I should have been ungrateful and 
unjust indeed if I had excepted Mr. Perceval, than whom 
a more honest, zealous, 'and able minister never served 
the King.” 

After alluding to the specie difficulty, which pressed 
on the Duke immensely in Spain, inasmuch as he had 
to pay for everything in gold, he concludes by saying 
there was no real cause of complaint, and that the 
encouragement and support received from the King’s 
servants was the best they had in their power to give. 

Surely, direct testimony such as this afforded after 
years of contemplative reflection, should outweigh hasty 
expressions used in the heat of an arduous campaign, 
when the difficulties of home authorities were ‘but 
imperfectly known to the anxious general. 

The political crisis passed by without either Wellesley 
dV Canning taking office. For a time the ex-Govemor* 
General of India was, so to speak, on the threshold pf 
.the ‘Treasury, and hdd the Premiership apparently within 
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his grdsp. €^reriwlle and ^reyliad again declined office. 
They were hopelessly antagonistic to a war wliich the 
nation had entered into with enthusiasm, and desired* to 
pursue so long as the means of carrying it on remained. 
Moreover they cdhld not return as the representatives of 
any decided Whig reaction, and the Prince Regent was 
averse to Catholic Emancipation being brought foiward. 

Upon tliis subject Wellesley was Liberal frr beyond 
his time. He knew Ireland well, and rightly gauged the 
situation there, knowing that simple and pure justice 
could never endanger a State. 

Moreover, his remaining public career was tinged with 
this one strong feeling. Doome i to be the most gifted 
living indivi^Jual debaiTcd from 1 remiership honours, he 
yet never* ceased to w’atch with interest over public 
events. 

With delight he saw' the British pohV-y triumphant in 
the Peninsuiti, a^thengh his own reputation was paiiug 
before that of his younger brother. Mter the battle of 
Salamanca tho joy in London became general, and Lord 
Wollesley laid aside all his vexation, feeling with truth 
that his support of Canning’s I’euinsula policy had led 
to a triumphant issue. He sallied out in the evening of 
the illuminations, and when opposite Whitehall received 
recognition from the crowd, who drew Wellington’s 
brother into the City and back amidst constant applause, 
which from time to time he stoppecT to acknowledge. 
Never again was popular triumph to reward the efforts 
©f one whose public position was henceforth destined to 
remain altogether out of unison with the extra^dinarjr 
genius and superlative talent which he possessed. • 
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It is, therefore, somewhat gainful the Record 

of a life, the more yigorous portion of which, bpth in 
mind and bony, was spent by an egotistical, restless, and 
seldom contented man ; of one, may be, steeped in the 
delig'iits of literature, but not possessiilg the composure 
or piiilosophy to take entire comfort and satisfaction 
eitlicr from the joys of his family hearth, or from 
freqi'- nt Participation hi those classical researches which 
w(-uld, we arc told, have alone transmitt^ his name to 
fame. * 

The record of his public life comes before us like 
some briglit meteor that flits across the sky, not, 
however, dostiiied to remain ^vod amongst the other 
heavenly in.dies visible from time to time, to our eyes. 
During the majority of fins long eareei, iiotwi^listanding 
the gigantic dimensions of Lord Wellesley’s mind, an 
incompatihiliiy of temperam*.,-. thrust his influence into 
the background, and tiic gifted little* aristocrat who 
created an Iinlian empire, saved Canning’s Peninsula 
policy from failure, and England from rci^ewed attempts 
at invasion, was condeiune.. .e*to Cv^mparative power- 

lessness and to jiliiv ih>i satrap from time to time in 

Dublin. Unlike one o, his a’-’oat successors in India, 
• - ^ 

Lord Lawrence, Weiiobhy was unable to occupy his 

mind with minor tpustions of social improvement, 

either concerning India or England. To great national 

advantage, it is true, did ho perform his duty in Ireland, 

but not invested with the Imperial sway his instinct 

desired. Probably the phrase used advisedly by Lord" 

Wellesley, when describing the passions stirred up at 

the . time, of Lord tiverpool’s accession to office, does 
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represont thp spk(\t onima^g politieians on both sides ; 
although it is difficulty to believe the Prime Minister or 
Lord Harrowby with prolonged bitter feeling against 
any man. Dreadful personal animosities were declared 
by Lord Wellesley to have dominated the minds of fhose 
nominally devoted to public prosperity. 

In 1815 W<ellesley realised how thoroughly Great 
Britain had gone to the utmost tether of her resources. 
He disappr-oVied of the Treaty of Paris in 1814, and 
thought that the events which led to Napoleon’s return 
from Elba were the result of neglected forethought on 
the part of the negotiators. 

He hoped for peace, and was prepared to tolerate 
Napoleon’s rule. In this latter respect he was clearly 
out qf accord with the nation’. During 1819 Lord 
Brougham avers that Lord Wellesley made a magni- 
ficent speech * in support of the Government, when he 
« 

deemed the pe*ee of the country and the safety of her 
institutions threatened by the proceedings of the 
demagogue party.* 

The record of such eloquence and its effect must, 
however, be left for a future chapter, where it bears 
chronologically upon the public conduct of affairs. 

In 18l6 we find the Marquis urging immediate 
reduction of the military establishment, and a year 
afterwards eloquent on the subject of the burdens of the 
nation. 

He accepted the Lord-Lieutenancy of Ireland in 1821, 


Brougham’s Statesmen of tlie Twu of George NL 
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a position which he Avas held have £Sfed io perfection 
for seven years. , 

Although feeling that, to a certaui degree, his 
difference with the Government on the subject of Catholic 
Emancipation placed him in a false position, the status 
which he possessed as a foremost Irishman eclipsed all 
other considerations in the eyes of that intensely national 
people. 

Grandly would the man naturally bear -himself on 
public occasions — adequately to the occasion both as 
regards attire and manner. Right worthily did he 
represent the Sovereign at Dublin, as he had formerly 
enacted an analogous part to perfection in Seville, 
and at Calcutta. 

Retaining his position through the political changes 
incident on the elevation of Mr. Canning to power, and 
during the short Premiership of Lord ‘Goderich, he 
resigned it w'hen his illustrious brother'-.vas called to the 
councils of George IV. Differences of opinion on the 
great question of the day formed the cause, and his 
speech in which he announced the resolve in question 
must be declared worthy of the orator’s reputation. 

The great Duke was evidently wavering ^ when he 
replied that he too was desirous of religious equality in 
Ireland, but desired security for the Protestant minority. 

At the moment these lines are penned there exists a 
special interest in investigating the Government of 
Ireland, as administered by the gi-eatest statesman 
(Ikll^d to the Bord-Lieutenancy before or since 179?. 
yhrm^hnnf Lord Wellesley’s first official residence in 
Dublin, •Catholic Emancipatioi^ — and Catholic Eman- 
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cipatiou alolie-^^cupied rtlie tliougRts of men. Not a 
word "about the land or absenteeism can be discovered 
either in Pearse’s Life of U’elkslct;, or in the more recent 
volumes replete with historic interest as to Ireland, 
published by the'TIonourable D. Plunket concerning his 
great-grandfather Lord Plunket. 

We find, therefore, littlo in the time we mention to 
bear on practical politics of the present day, although it 
is iiifpossiblO’ not to look with admiration at the 
statesmanship wdiich impelled Lord Wellesley to abrogate 
in practice disabilities, which he justly saw would soon 
be swept from the statute book of our realm. 

Consummate as was the tact and genius for Govern- 
ment e\'incod during Lord Wellesley’s sway, there is 
some*reason to believe that when emancipation did really 
arrive, the expectations formed of its benevolent results 
were, to use a modern financial phrase, discounted by 
the conciliatory and state.sman-like conduct of Lord 
Wellesley. 

The Marquis was the rejiresentative of a Government 
wherein the Catholic ‘ question \yas left open ; but not 
only was the Foreign Minister, Mr. Canning, favourable 
to a removal of these impolitic and unjust shaickles, but 
the balance of moderate opinion as represented by the 
Grenville connection was likewise favourable to religious 
libCTty.*” 


• * Lord Colchester in his ]>i/ir;i has observed how unfrienij-ly 
Lord Wellesley remained to Lord Livei-pool’s Government, as * 
fftrmcd on a principle he could not approve, even if in' its vofy . 
inception there had not bc^n a misunderstanding betu'cen lamsclf 
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Under these ciro«vnstances freedg^ action was 
allowed to Lord Wellesley in asserting his well-l^nown 
opinions, of which, as we have shown, he fully availed* 
himself. 

So'far as was possible. Lord Wellesley desired to allow 
political justice and order to receive simultaneous 
assertion, but he never wavered in*the rigid maintenance 
of statute law, whether in times of comparative calm or 
the most violent agitation.* , . 

Lord Wellesley had to deal with Ribbonism, and Its 
secret action directed against landlords who offended or 
injured their tenants, but not as we have pre\’iously 
stated wuth the Land question as a political difficulty. 

Thus it is that little guidance for the settlement of the 


and the Prime Minister as to the publication of a correspondence 
connected with the political movements preceding the period of 
Lord Liverpool’s installation as Premier. ^liis, however, ^vas 
obliterated by Lord Grenville’s resolve to give his countenance to 
a Government which liad put an end to the French w ar and drawn 
around it all the abilities available for the pimposc of pursuing 
what appeared to be a natural and 'moderate course. Lrord 
Grenville himself w*as so enfeebled that it w^as only as the head of 
a considerable political clan — so to speak — that he rendered this 
manifold swvice to the Government, and in so doir|g has left 
posterity to hail with satisfaction the knowdedge of a restored good 
feeling between those wdiose names and merits are alike the pride 
of England. 

* It is curious to ^-cad of O’Connell wi’iting to Mr. Plunkett in 
1825, when that great lawyer and orator w^as Attorney-General, 
and suggesting a visit from the King’s troops as alone likely to 
reftore confidence in Irish disturbed districts. This opinion w^as^ 
' giveif before O’Cennell’s days of agitation. It will be found under 
^ the correspondence connected with 1825 as published in the Hon. 
D. PhinketVs Life if Lord Vlunkett. 
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most 'perpl^xiiigypf all enigmas is. gained by familiarity 
with the thoughts and desires which passed through the 

, ^ s 

Viceroy’s gigantic mind. 

Mr Pitt’s words would seem to be as true now (or 
nearly so) as *111 cy were when spoken during the 
incubation of the Union. 

“ The evils and calamities with which Ireland is 
afflicted,” said Mr. Pitt, “lie deep in the situation of 
the country; .they arc to be attributed to the manners of 
the inhabitants — to the state of society - to the habits 
of tlie people at large — to the unequal distribution of 
property — to the want of civilised intercourse — to the 
discord of party — to the pi’ejndices of religious sects.” 

Several of these evils have been mitigated, if not 
remoyed, but they remain substantially correct, or 
several of the finest harbours in the world would not 
remain without adequate use, or England’s difficulty be 
notoriously Ireland's opportunity. AVlietlu^r the Land 
(tuestion be within the reach of legitimate legislation is 
beyond our power or province to decide, but Mr. Pitt’s 
oijkiion clearly does sc.?m to indicate the desirability of 
some change. To be made, however, if his example is 
to be produced, whilst carefully regarding the preccjfis 
of political economy and the concomitant rights of 
property. 

With the evidence before us of Lord Wellesley’s 
prescient apprehension of political dangers, as illustrated 
by a remarkable vice-regal administration in Ireland, few 
readers who connect such a triumph of government witii 
the pre-eminent qualities shown by Colonel Malleson, at 
the close of this chapter, to have bc'^n exercised in 
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Hindostan, will fail wonder how suc]i « statesman can 
iiave passed twenty years in England without attaining 
to tKe Premiership. 

Such anomaly can be traced to two causes. First, 
the pSculiar constitution of parties ; an(> secondly, to the 
habits of command which uncontrolb d Indian rulership 
must necessaril}'^ instil into the human mind. 

With Lord Wellesley’s tem2)erament, this latter 
tendency assumed a more decided character -than. Avith 
men of less commanding natures and inferior genius. * 

The letters written to Lord Plunkett, and published in 
that nobleman’s life, illustrate fully what we mean. 
Wellesley, himself, felt an ever uneasy prompting of his 
fitness for command, the iiossession of wlych restless 
ambition neither can atld to the happiness of the 
individual, noi’ reconcile others to his lu’e-emincuce. 

So far as political parties are conevrned. Lord 
Wellesley’s disagreement Avith IMr. Pitt’s former col- 
leagues Avas caused by difibrences on economical and 
financial questions of detail bearing on the prosecution 
of Avar in the Peninsula. But the prevalence of thf-se 
cabinet estrangements shut Lord Wellesley out from 

official life until the great war closed, and the reins of 
• • 
GoA’^ernment were held bj’ those who had latterly borne 

the heat and burden of the strife. His friend, Lord 

Grenville, with whoso views those of Lord Wellesley’s 

to a groat degree* approximated, was an enemy to the 

very Peninsula contest which the Marquis desired to 

w^e to the bitter end. 

tIius had a mind, inferior only to that of Pitt itself, a 
’ somewhaf inadequate scope for the display of its 
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enormous pouMr^. On the *quess|.ion of Reform in 
Parliajnent, Lord Wellesley had in common with Mr. 
LJanning feared the substitution of population rather than 
property being ultimately taken as an electoral basis ; but 
concerning this matter he relaxed his idea so far as to 
believe that Lord Grey’s measure was called for by the 
necessities of the time. By the acceptance of the Lord 
Stewardship in 1830/ he gave, however, a silent support 
to thj?^ Eefomj Bill, thus giving both weighty and timely 
aid to a ministry charged by many with connivance 
in the undermining of our ancient Constitution. 

In the year 1834 Lord Wellesley was once again sent 
to Ireland as Lord-Lieutenant by the Whig Government. 
Report had it that his energies were impaired, and that 
he was unequal to the renewed task of Government. 
But it was speedily proved to be otherwise, and the 
detractors were put to shame by an administration 
remarkable alike for its vigour and success. 

Lord Brougham has told us, in his Stalc^nnen of (he 
Time of George III. hoAv Lord Wellesley modelled his 
oratory upon ideas culled from the Homeric j>oems and 
the orations of Demosthenes. He tells us, likewise, 
that the statesman’s education was cut short in this 
branch of perfection by his appointment to rule over 
India. Kevertheless, Ave are told of a chastened taste, 
feryent imagination, poetic force, combined with a clear 
understanding ; advantages AAdiich, combined Avith a 
faculty for declamation, prove that as a public speaker 
Lord Wellesley has been miderrated much in the ra^ 
that he has suffered depreciation as a man. 

Probably there is no such direct effect on record from ' 
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any speech, as that which 1ms oration in Parlianlent 
against French Jacobinism is ‘saicl to have wrought, 
in 1794 

Lofd Wellesley’s youngest brother, Henry Wellesley, 
had set out for Lisbon to bring home his vidowed 
sister, whose husband, a son of the Duke of Grafton, 
had died there. On their retufn the brother and 
sister were taken prisoners on the ship in which they 
were sailing, carried into Brest, and therb condemned 
to death by rKjbespierre’s Directory for the crime of 
being related to the Lord Hornington whose outspoken 
and eouvineing speech had reached the ears of these 
sanguinary despots then ruling France. Fortunately 
Itobesiuerre died before the sentence could* be carried 
out, and young Wellesley and his sister got exchanged 
for Frenchmen incarcerated in England. 

There is something truly in unison with English taste 
m Lord Wellesley’s veneration for his beloved Eton. 
In old age the thoughts of other past glories were in a 
manner blotted out by the early memories of boyhood. 

As we have previously stated, he had been educated 
both at Eton and Harrow, but it was Eton around 
whose classic and royal memories the statesman’s own 
recollections were lovingly twined. 

The friendship with Hodgson, the popular provost, 
seemed to inflame tJiis zeal for early associations, and it 
remains on record as by no means the least remarkable 
sentiment of a unique career, 

• TIk sentiment as late in life he felt it, let his own 
graceful* verse record. He had received continued* 
veneration* and respect from all, whether old or young^ 
11. 4 
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connected with that noMe college, and thus speaks his 
•feelings : — * < • 

“ On iny last steps Fame sliods her purest rays, 

And wrfatlis with bays the cypress and the yew ; 

Eton, best guardian of my youthful days, 

Greets my reth-ing age with honours new.” 


This source of joy, moreover, seems to have never 
failecT, as his* imagimrtiou constautlv turned towards the 
scenes of his youth, and Eton memories shone briglitly 
through the glories even of India and Spain. The 
following verses of his, translated from the Latin hy the 
late Lord Derby, and i)laced on his tomb in Eton 
chapel, ^^il^ at once form an apt conjuncture of Etonian 
ability and British statesmanship, whilst they tell of a 
sentiment which every public school man or boy will 
fully understand : — 

** Long tost on Fortune’s wavc.>. I come to rest, 

Eton, once more on thy maternal breast. 

» On loftiest deed;* to fix th’ aspiring gazu, 

To seek the purer lights of i/ncient days, 

To love the simple paths of manly truth — 

J’hese were the lesions to my opening youth i 
If on my later life some glory shine, 

Some honours grace my name, the meed is thine. 

► My boyhood s Muse, my aged dust receive, 

And one last tear of kind remembiaiice give." 


In October 18^12 were gathered together in the old 
chapel all the elite of Eton's sons past and present/ tliorc 
*to commit to the earth all that re/nained of her faihous 
and most constant cliSd. 
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• Equal in mental capacity to ‘any who before or since 

liav«*turned with pride towards Eton as the place of their, 
education, he well deserved the unaccustomed honour. 
Foremost amongst the throng of mourners stood the 
Iron Duke, who himself was justly proud of his own 
connectifui with those royal shades. 

It was the timely support given l>y the illustrious dead, 
which when most required had helped to raise Arthur 
Duke of Wellington into the nnexampleiT ]»ositioh Jie 
then held in the realm of England. 

It lias been to give 2'rominence to this fact, in a career 
probably but imperfectly aiijireciated o)' understood, that 
this record is mainly directed. Moreover, our task 
would have by no means reached comidetioil \vithout it 
being recorded how thoroughly the Duke himself 
aiqn-eciated bis great relation. He again and again 
stated the 2'ride he felt at being Lord Wellesley's brother, 
and bad been accustomed to tell him tlmt he need not 
have shrunk from attending the East India Council 
when his presimee would have niade him Governor- 
General in Council. 

The Duke 2>ossessed 2’ractical qualities which were 
absent in his brother’s com2>osition, but for all. that the 
mighty warrior was not likely to underrate decision such 
as that which succoured Abercromby by despatch of 
5,000 se2)oys to Egy 2 't when they were most needed, or 
to have forgotten the sup2)ort given to himself in India 
w^^en the eyes of others failed to descry talents his 
’brother consistently trusted. Many Englishmen are 


u. 


Lord Ellcnborouglite IHary. 
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familiar witfi a print of *Tjord Wellesley, which has a' 
(prominent position in the Foreign Office amidst tho^fe of 
other Secretaries of State for the department. 

It presents to^thc gaze a form small and in i>erfect 
proportion. There is the hercditarj^ nobility of presence, 
which involuntarily reminds the beliolder of another whose 
distinctive features are far more widely known. A face, 
moreover, is seen, as a contem 2 K)rary declares, remark- 
able for intellectual befiuty, the whole figure conveying, 
as much as a jncture can do, the in-esence of conscious 
if natural dignity. 

The Marquis was married twice. First, in 17114, to a 
French lady, Hyacinthe Eolaiid, and again, in lS*i5, to 
the widow \jf Robert Paterson^ of tin* I ’nited States. 
The frish inarquisate, however, lai)scd in default of issue 
at his death, whilst the Earldom of ]\Ioriiington and 
other honours finally devolved upon the present Duke of 

I * 

Wellington. 

The following views on Lord Wellesley's Eastern rule, 
and its consequences, are from the i)eii of one who has 
made India and its history a j>eraistcnt study. 


The Indian ( 'areer o f ]\Iarquis Wellcdeij, 

If the foundations of our Indian enoiiare were laid by 
Clive, and were rendered secure by Warren Hastings, 
to jMarquis Wellesley must be ascribed the merit of 
"having built on those foundations the splendid siSper- 
structure which is the envy of other countries, thb gloiy 
of our own. c 
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Marquis Wellesleyr then Lor^ MorningtoA, landed in 
Ma^'as on the 26th April 1798* The times wer« very 
critical.^ In France General Bonaparte was preparing 
the plan for the invasion of Egypt which he carried out 
in the course of the same year - a plali which, in his 
capacious mind, was but the preliminary to an attack 
upon the English possessions in India. ‘The governor 
of the Isle of France, M. Malartic, had not only entered 
into correspondence with the pringe of Soatbern India, 
most notorious for his hatred of the English, but had 
sent his emissaries to his dominions, and these had 
actually landed in Maisur territory. 

In the territories of the Nizam, bordering on those of 
Tippu Sultan, were three strong corps »d'armee of 
disciplined troops, drilled, disciplined, and commanded 
by foreign officers, mostly Frenchmen, the chief of whom 
was the famous Raymond, one of the ablest’ adventurers 
that ever set foot on Indian soil. Tlie?>e corps were 
recruited lor the most part from British territories, and 
to a certain extent from deserters from the British 
service. The officers w-cre violeiit Jacobins, and the 
whole constituted in Marquis '\\’ellesley’s own words — 
“an armed French party of great zeal, diligence, and 
activity.” 

Nor, whilst this was the state of affairs in Southern 
India, was the outlook in the north-west more promising. 
Daolat Eao Sindia, the ruler of the most fonnidable 
Maratha power, possessed, in addition to an enormous 
bocTy, of irregulaf forces, a trained army upwards of * 
20^000 .strong, drilled, disciplined, and led by foreign, 
officers; the Peshwal*, ruling at ^Punah, always eager 
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for aggression', had a egnsiderablo though smaller army 
watching its opportunjty ; Tukaji Holkar was ing 
another Maratha force, which was soon to rival that of 
Sindia ; whilst to the north-west the ruler of Afghanistan, 
Zaman Shah, afready in correspondence with Tippu, was 
menacing an invasion of Hindustan. Never had the 
outlook been more threatening. 

Marquis Welleslej’ — I call him bj' the title hy which 
he is best known in .history, though he was then only 
Lord Momington — met all these difficulties with a 
sagacity which proved his thorough acquaintance with 
the races with which he was thus suddenly brought into 
contact. 

Kno'ndng that thc’Marathas still cherished the recol- 
lection of the terror produced amongst them by the 
invasion of India by tlie grandfather f>f Zaman Sliah 
and by the slaughter of Panipat ; that they dreaded the 
ambition of T^ippu, who was in avowed corres2)ondence 
with that ruler ; knowing likewise that he could work 
upon the Nizam through his fear of the amleitious ruler of 
Maisur ; the great Marejuis entered into a defensive 
alliance with the representatives of those powers against 
a possible invader from the north. To diminish the 
chances of any material assistance from France reaching 
Tippu Sultan by the sea route, he pressed upon the 
Hume Grovemment the desirability of at once taking 
possession of the Cape of Good Hope, and the Isles of 
France and Bourbon. His prescience with respect to 
this latter policy was soon to be vindicated. His adfice 
,was not followed, and for the ten subsequent years, 
piratical or semi-piratical cruisers, issuing from •those 
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bases, inflicted upoo British commerce ‘with India an 
aniji^al loss to be counted by millions. When the,losses 
became too great to be borne, then and then only was* 
the policy of Marquis Wellesley resorted to, and carried 
out with the results which he liad foreseen. 

To return to 1798. In September of that year 
Marquis Wellesley received official information from 
England that a large armament laden with troops and 
stores had set out from T(mlon with the ^lesign, was 
believed, of conveviiig inat('rial aid to Tippu, and with 
that information, authority, if satisfied of Tippu’s 
duplicity, to carry British arms into his country. 

Lord Wellesley's preparations had been made long 
before this letter had been received, and h^^ving in his 
possession positive proofs of the hostile int^itiojis of 
Tippu towards England, he determined to call him to 
account. Before entering into a contest which might be 
prolonged, however, Lord Wellesley deemed it prudent 
to render the Nizam harmless. With the consent of 
that prince, reluctantly given, he disarmed the three 
corps d'armce trained and commanded by French officers, 
deported the officers, and deprived the Nizam of the 
right to engage others in their place, without the express 
permission of the British Government. 

This act having been accomplished, Tijqm was called 
to account. Threatened with hostilitiss before .his 
preparations had *l)een completed, before more than a 
handful of the promised French auxiliaries had arrived, 
tlta^ prince endeavoured to explain all that was dubiousy. 
to fill was hostile, in his conduct. But the 
* evidence .was too cldar. In a masterly despatch, Lord 
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Wellesley jdacod the propfs of his >.hoiihle-(lealing before 
the Maisur ruler, expos.ed the hollowness of his exc^^es, 
and informed him that in consequence of his engage- 
ments with the enemies of England a new arrangement 
with himself had* become necessary. The letter concluded 
with an earnest request that a reply might not be deferred 
for more than one day after it should reach him, 
otherwise dangerous consequences might ensue. The 
Marquis wasrfis good g,s his word. The letter remained 
practically unanswered. Dangerous consequences did 
ensue — Tippu was attacked, was coiKpiered, and was 
killed, and his d} nasty was dethroned I 

The disarmament of the ^Nizam’s formidable corps, 
the disappearance of 'Tippu, followed by the partition of 
his teiTitbrie>, and the collapse, which occurred about 
the same time, of the pretensions of Zaman Shah, left 
Lord Welle." lev free to deal with the Marathas. In his 
mode of dealkjg with that martial people we shall 
observe the same sagacity, the saujc 2»i’onj2)titiule, and 
the same success which characterised his 2 ’Toceedings 
wiih respect to Ti^qni and the Xizam. The leading 
Maratha nation at the time was that ruled over by 
Sindia. The disci]'liued forces of that prince, commanded 
by Europeans, occupied the country from Agra to Aligarh, 
from Aligarh to Delhi, and tin; country on the right bank 
of •the river Jamna. Daolat Kao Sindia was the virtual 
successor of the Moghol. He kept the blinded repre- 
sentative of that race a 2)risoner in the inipei-ial city, and 
•ruled in his name. With far less S,bilities thaq fiis 
adopted father had imssessed, Daolat Kao had iqhe^ited 
from that father a scheme of uniting all the irative 



THE MAItQUIS WELLESLEI*. 


57 


^ princes of India agakist the foreigner. Iftiai proj<fct had 
bef/V seriously injured by the destruction of Tippu and 
the neutralisation of the Nizam, but the forces upon 
which it was still possible to act were formidable in 
numters and discipline. The stake, "too, was a great 
one. It was no less than the empire of India. 

Had Daolat Eao possessed a tenth part of the ability 
of his predecessor, the blow would have been struck 
when the English were waging w’ar with, Tippu.. But 
with all the willingness to fight for empire, he possessed 
none of the foresight necessary for the task. Lord 
Wellesley discovered absolute proof of his intention to 
“ overthrow the fortunes of that unprincipled race, the 
British.” The English statesman- then dealt with him as 
he had dealt with Tippu. He sent Lake a^ain.st the 
northern, and his brother, General Welleshy, against the 
western portions of Sindia's dominions. A campaign of 
a few months ruined the })ower of the iMarathas as repre- 
sented by Siiidia. But another liranch of tlie race still 
remained. Ilolkar, ^^llo, from motives of jealousy, had 
declined to make common cause with his brother-chieftain, 
took up arms to avenge his defeat. Towards him Lord 
Wellesley pursued the same policy. And, though he did 
not stay long enough in India to see the issue, it was 
his policy which was victorious. Attacked and beaten, 
Holkar w-as driven in a very brief period across- the 
Satlaj, can-ying, to use his ow-n expression, “ his 
kingdom on his saddle-bow.” 

* paving thus Conquered the inheritance of the Moghol, 
Marqijis Wellesley took measures to consolidate ijt, 
measures so w'ise that, though^ repealed by ignorance 
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and foily, tliey-were subsequently again resorted to, and 
have §ver since formed the basis upon which r>i^ish 
'dominion in India rests. His principle was to ostalilisli 
over native princes the suzerainty of a great Power, whicli, 
while securing them from external aggression, should 
give them full liberty of internal administration. Triider 
this principle the states of liajputana were secm-ed against 
Maratha invasion, and for them, as for otliers so 
situated, a -nejv era of jirospority seemed to arise lint 
it 'only seemed to arise. Unhapi>ily, the policy of the 
great Marquis in this respect was not ratified by 
the Court of Directors : Lord Wellesley returned to 
England : the English jirofectorate over the states of 
Eajimtana i^as withdrawn ; and the princes and ]>eople 
of tl^ose'' states w’ere left to the tender mercies of 
the Marathas and Pindaris. The desolation which 
followed is not to be painted in words. Misery was shed 
broadcast over, the brightest portions of Hindostan. 
Rapine and murder ruled unchecked. P'or twelve years 
this reign of terror lasted, and it wa-; not till 1818 that 
the-'Marquis of Hastings was forced to recur to the wise 
and prescient policy of the greatest of our Goveniors- 
General. 

I have* contented mvself with tracing the outlines of 
the policy of this most illustrious statesman. That 
policy w’as wise, the aims to Avhich it was directed were 
heroic, the means by whicli it was ‘carried out w'ere 
manly. Looking back to that time, now eighty years 
distant, and reading the despatches of Marquis Wellesltfy 
with the aid of experience since acquired, we cannot 
sufficiently admire the broad grasp,* seizing evary detail. 
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even to the minutest ; the prescience, which detected at 
on/ip the course affairs would follow ; the vigour,, which 
directed the right action to meet them ; the glance whicff 
pierced the hearts of other men and read their inmost 
thoughts. Of him it may he said, thaf not only was his 
own success as Governor- General complete, but he made 
success possible for those who should fellow' him. In 
one word — he made the Indian Empire. 



()0 
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January 1812 to August 1822. 


CHAPTER I. 

GAINING THE LEAD. 

HEX Lord Wcdlesloy retired flio Foreign 
. Office fell into Lord Castloi'cagli’s 
hands. It wiis a high lioiiour to be 
.showered on any man, but one that at 
the a^c of thirty nine was gained as 
early as it cert-ainly had been earned 
justly and through the exercise of sterling qualities. 

Joined *to a presence in itself noble and engaging, 
the young Robert Stewart had evinced talent of more 
than ordinary character when at St. John’s College, 
Cambridge. In college examinations he invariably 
distinguished himself, so that it was to the dismay of his 
t«tor. Dr. Bushby, when, following the ’not unfrequ^rft 
hg,bit of the times, he disappeared from Alma Mi^Jier.to 
perform somewhat prematurely the *Europeau tour then 
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eousVlered supremely important in a young nobleman’s 
education. Heroin, however, he incurred a disadvahtage 
the results of which clung to him through life. In the 
opiniop of the erudite and thoughtful Alexander Knox 
(who, as Lord Castler(*agh’s jtrivate secretary, had ample 
o])portunity of observing his character) it was solely 
owing to an unfinislied education .that long-continued 
practice, c(»nibined with official ex})erience and unsur- 
passed knowledge of Parliament,* never tendered the 
young Irishman either a clear or jtolished rhetorician. 
That there must have existed merit of some sort in his 
public s]ieaking the evidence of contemporaries will 
attest, even if th(^ fact of a long-sustained sujiremacy 
over the House of Commons did not itself show that in 
the main he succeeded in making his ends and desires 
undt'i'stood. But experience demonstrates that study of 
the classical models in oratory, super-added to a sound 
educational basis, has for the most part preceded forensic 
success, savt' and except where the orator is, so to 
s})eak, to the manner horn, and <)wes all to the divine 
fire burning within. 

Lord Castlereagli has been ushered into the world 
during the ’same year, 1769, which has become eternally 
famous as that of Na])oleon’s and Wellington's nativity. 
Thus his career was coeval with that of many other 

t 

great minds, hut few of whom have, however, been 
destined to leave such indelible and beneficent mark on 
th(^ history of their country. 

• 'iTrc secret of this success ai)pears to have been 

nirtii^nff application, .unfailing courage, constant dili-' 

• • 

gence, and unequalled tact. ’ 
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Striking genius did not show early in the dev«loi3-* 
• ment of Mr. Stewart’s character, but his extraordinary 
cleverness was descried by no less a competent 
observer than Jliord Malmesbiiry, when early in the 
future minister’s career he had an opportunity of con- 
versing with him. Grfted he most certainly was, even if 
not endowed with supreme powers of oratory, and owing 
much to patient and unswerving fidelity to any task he 
uadertook to fulfil. 

It was not his fault that high birth and breeding had 
led enemies to stigmatise his geniality as patrician 
condescension, or that around his memory has raged a 
savage and embittered controversy, through the clouds 

c 

of which' the sun of truth and justice has but lately 
been able to break. 

Even now it is in some quarters obscured by the 
prejudices of ftiose who, clinging to fallacy with a 
persistency worthy of a truer and better cause, are fain 
to believe that the black picture painted by political 
en^imies has at least some foundation for its false 
colouring. History, however, 'fighting on the side of 
truth, is daily gaining the triumph which is the natural 
reward of silent, patient, and sterling merit. Therefore 
it is that the writer will trust to facts and honoured 
contemporary opinion to assert a natural influence over 
the minds of his readers. * 

When the young iiobert Stewart first left his home in 

county Down for the to him undiscpvered country, of 
^ « 
Dublin, the ship in which he sailed was nearly 5ver?‘ 

whelmed in a violent storm, and but for the courS,ge* and. 

presenee of mind displayed by the future statesman, one 
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®f tie crew would have been sacrificed to tlie fury of the 
gale. * 

When, half overboard, Mr. Stewart sprang into the 
chainfi of the rigging, and seizing the endangered 
seaman by the collar of his coat, dragged him on board 
at the risk of his own life. 

He had left his native coasts ajnidst the laments of 
his father’s tenants, who, honouring his family, loved 
him also for his generosity and kiirdness of* heart. * , 
The tidings of his contempt for danger when human 
life was in question, was calculated to increase a 
popularity which he never lost amongst these simple 
country people. He had built suitable houses for his 
hither’s tenants ; established a horse-fair, whlcti remains 
celebrated to this day, and helped to build church 
accommodation both for the Protestants and Koman 
Catholics. » 

When, then, after the half- wrecked ship had been driven 
to take shelter in the harbour of Castletown, Isle of 
Man, Lord Castlereagh arrived from thence in safety 
at Dublin, there was. gi’oat rejoicing amongst his 
countrymen, who l)elieved him to have been lost at sea. 

He first took his place in the Irish Parliapieiit for 
county Down, the seats of which had formerly been 
monopolised by Lord Downshire’s nominees, while the 
one scat gained feu' young Stewart by his father, Ihe 
first Lord Londonderry, cost no less than £60,000, and 
the good parent, contented to have gained the political 
*op^!Ring he desired for his sou, lived henceforth in an* 
,old ‘bam, to which few rooms had been lately added; 
Sucli was* his entliusiasm for ttiat high-minded and 
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gifted 3 ’-oulh' whose talents it was desired to dfvotfi 
to the public life which he promised to fulfil so use- 
fully. An alliance in 1794 with the youngest .(laughter 
of Lord Buckinghamshire contributed much to his 
future contentment and success in life, for her sj'mpathy 
was ever constant, .even to the moment when, with 
just pride, she claimed for him the grave in West- 
minster Abbey which a grateful nation delighted to 
gjye.' Wr. 'Stewart’s earl}’ career in the Irish House 
of Commons was characterised by a genuine sympathy 
shown for all real Liberal measures. 

As the Irish Parliament was then situated ho was in 
favour of its reform, but in common with Mr. Ponsonby, 
the Opposition leader', Avould not have desired to extend 
such -a change to tlie English legislature. 

It is not proposed here to thread the lalwrinth of 
Irish politics up to the j’ear 1797, when Lord London- 
derrj’ being raised to the Marquisate, his son took the 
title of "Aiscount Castlereagh, which he was destined to 
render so famous. 

!Mter Mr. Pelham had retired hastily from the Chief 
Secretaryship, Lord Castlereagh was induced to act as 
his hnmi teneus, under Lord Camden’s Yiceroyalty. 

In 1797 Ireland tvas in a ferment. 

It was the eve of the Rebellion raised by the United 
Irishmen, which, fostered as it was by promise of 
French assistance, placed the British rule in grave 
danger. 

^ « C 

‘ Under these circumstances Government, determiJeA 
to hold the country as an integral part of the ‘Unitad, 
Kingdom, resorted to cneasures of vigilance and repres- 
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give precaution, whilst on Lord Castlcrea^h* appei’s to 
have fallen all the odium which his position as Govern- 
ment mouth-piece laid him open to. 

There was a romance thrown around the actions of 
the Irish patriots Avliich, if they did not absolutely 
deserve, it is difficult to refuse t^ those who acted in 
many instances from the promjitinju^s of a mistaken 
patriotism. That all-ruliiif^ love of country which in the 
passionate bosom of the Hil)eriuan biirim so fiercely, 
and not uiifrequeiitly takes a form antagonistic to the 
powers that he, lias ever been at once tlie pride and 
the difficultv of her rulers. /Ulied as it naturallv is 
with f^reat bravery, impulsiveness, and kindness of heart, 
it has ever been sought to direct its force into a 
channel where its power may prove of vital use to the 
State. 

A book might he written describing, the services of 
Irishmen to the kingdom. The deed^ of the Irish 
brigade in the Peninsula contributed not a little to the 
success of their great camutryman and leader, whilst 
the actions of other proyainent individuals hailing from 
the Emei’ald Isle are inscribed prominently on the roll 
of our fame, civil and military. 

To guide this sentiment into a useful channel was, 
however, found to be beyond official skill in 1798, when 
the whisper of sedition was insinuated by Buonaparte’s 
agents, ever ready to plant the standard of revolt on 
the spot they judged England to be weakest. 

• &?nce the necessity for that union which Castlereagh, * 
wljei> a young man, arranged the comjilieated details of, • 
which* was* passed with the full •concurrence of Lord 
U. 5 
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Cornwallis* tire Viceroy, and with *the grateful approval 
of Mr. Pitt, then English Prime Minister. 

There was, however, a party amongst the Irish 
aristocracy w'ho, although loyal in intent and faithful to 
British interests, could not brook what they considered 
the degradation of Ireland below the sister country. 
Lord Cornwallis says on the Union : — 

“ We have hitherto can-ied all our questions by 
majorities, between 40 and oO, but I am sorry to say it 
is an unwilling majority, dragged out to vote by order 
of the borough proprietors, and detesting the measure 
which precluded future hopes of douceurs so long 
enjoyed by members of the Irish House of Commons.” 

The aristocratic ‘Whig families of that day never 
forgot the way in which the Union had been obtained, 
and whatever was underhand, whatever was base in 
the transaction, the}’ were not slow to fix on the name 
and memory* of that young man, who in the pim'st 
and simplest maimer had negotiated matti'rs of the 
most complicated nature, and perfonnial work which, 
whiatever njay be though of its results, lay open ])efore 
the w’orld. 

The fact of holding official position in Ireland when 
foreigners were scheming to gain a footing in that 
island, acted against the popularity of Lord Castlereagh 
nluch the same as any necessity for repressive measures, 
or indeed sustaining the ordinary laws, w’ould prejudice, 
however unjustly, any Chief Secretary who might have 
the bad fortune to put them in practice. „r , 

Such was the fate of Lord Castlereagh wIiqu, as ^we 
scarcely realise at this distance of time, a French fleet 
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w^s Iji'ought to actioil, taken, and dispersed within- six 
leagues of Tory Island. • 

AdiniriiJ Sir J. B. Warren was the individual who, 
hy his bravery and seamanship, probably saved Ireland 
from invasion. But Castlereagh suffered every stigma 
for the strong measures he took, to punish foreign 
interference, either direct or in the form of tampering 
with the Irish themselves, who notoriously would keep 
all their demands within h'gal and «onstitutk)nal Unfits^ 
but for the perpetual trade of agitation which thrives 
in their midst. But it is open to say that nothing has 
been adduced to account for nnpojmlarity exceptional 
and for a long time notorious. 

The solution of what at first sight docs seem a 
difficult problem will be arrived at when the circum- 
stances of Ireland during the vears 17.)8-1800 are 

O 4/ 

4 

considered, tofjfotlier with their hearings ou more modern 
events. The autliorities were in possession T)f undoubted 
information which led them to conclude that an 
organised minority of the nation were in collusion with 
England's foes abroad. JJow, Lord Castlereagh’s chief 
j)ower in his native country consisted, first, in a thorough 
knowledge of the various districts labouring , under 
excitement, and the faculty he possessed for attaining 
personal influence over well-favoured individuals (a power 
which the Irish Secretary used for purposes of forming 
counter organisations to neutralise, and, if possible, 
destroy, these influences threatening to subvert the 
realrft?^ led to a necessary knowledge of the quarters 
wliQre^ treason was rampant, and to exertions such as 
Lord Castlereagh ’s position forced* him to make, and 
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which may have led to the purilshment of indiyidual 
offenders. 

It is an anomaly, not peculiar to insurrectionary 
movements in Ireland alone, that in the meshes of crime 
and disorder are involved the persons of those whose 
private conduct and uohle bearing lend a halo to revolt 
itself; and in some degree the ruling spirit at Dublin 
Castle suffers an ever-recurring unpopularity when its 
duties lead lo the branding as felons those who, often 
beloved by their neighbours and honoured as men, have 
yet jnelded to the specious wiles of revolutionary 
agitation. From hostile darts burled by the sympathisers 
with these purblind hut unfortunate individuals, it will 
become tile' duty of a future historian to protect the names 
of others besides Lords Castlereagh and Cornwallis. 

The shaft that wounds in the case of those promoters 
of union between England and Ireland must strike with 
equal effect ^’hen aimed at Wellington, Wellesley, Peel, 
Clarendon, and Chichester Fortescue, whilst the latest 
chapter of history must add those of Lowthcr, Forster, 
and even Vernon Harcourt. (A\Jiose speech in the House 
of Commons, February 23rd, 1881, stating the duties of 
Government towards sedition, precisely illustrates our 
meaning) to the list of those whom the performance of 
official duty may condemn to obloquy thoroughly 
unmerited, but still reproduced fi;pm time to time by 
those who essay to play the patriot and impose on the 
credibility of the untaught masses. 

During the arrangement of the political campaigns 
preceding the Union it became necessary to fernr some 
counter organisation *to balance the secret societies whose 
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apti-ijational and subt^ersive schemes were* likely to be 
temporarily, at least, foiled by a legislative fusion 
between Uie two countries. Lord Castlereagh appears, 
from a correspondence which has been placed before us, 
to have succeeded in eliciting publicly *how strong a 
feeling existed in Belfast and the^ north in favour of 
Union. He contrived to bring those favouring a con- 
solidation of Imperial strength into public meeting, and 
BO allowed them to testify in the mass thair desire* for 
a change that few dare avow in writing, being naturally 
reluctant to place themselves in the power of those 
secret and irresponsible organisations which have from 
time to time been the curse of Ireland. 

The conspirators and ill-affected never forgave this 
exercise of personal influence on behalf of the Union, 
and coadjutors in the English press, combining with 
twopenny pamphleteers and partial historians, have 
contrived to affix a stigma on a name whioh, as we shall 
show, Grattan was nationally proud of, but which the 
great Irish Whig families most unjustly allowed to be 
maUgned and misinterpreted. ’ 

It is not too much to say that but for Lord 
Castlereagh’s endeavours, the French would in all 
probability have gained a footing in the sister kingdom. 
But, nevertheless, if the necessity for coercive action in 
Ireland during 1798, and in subsequent years ’of 
disturbance, could not be fully proved, the cause of those 
engaged in the repulsive duty would find no justification 
m ^ese pages. Moreover, as in all cases where coercion* 
hga d>o .be resorted to, the need may continue to be. 
questioned* by some amongst us. « 
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But the krfuse of Commons made an inquiry into- the- 
^ facts, ‘and, although the result was kept secret at first, 
details were reprinted for the benefit of membo'S of the 
legislature. 

The volume in question has been placed in the 
author’s hand. It is styled Ueport from the Committee of 
Secrecy, and is' most conclus’ve. The disorders fostered 
by the French Directory certainly did bring their authors 
into trouble, when not only the union with England was 
threatened, but the whole country about to be delivered 
up as a place of arms to an implacable foe. 

In the words of a treasonable song j)laced in evidence 
before the Parliamentary Committee : — 

^ “ They come, they come, '-ee myriads come 
Of Freiicliiiieii to relieve us, 

Seize,. seize the pike, beat, beat the drum. 

They cohie, my frieiid'=^, to save us. 

Whilst trembling despots dy this land 
To shun impending dangei , 

We stretch forth our fraternal hand, 

• To hail each u elcomc strangt r. 

Plant, plant the tree, fair freedom’s tree, 

’Midst danger, wounds, and slaughter, 

, Erin's green fields its soil shall be. 

Her tyrants’ blood its water.” 

The same necessity, present, may be, in a more or less 
varied degree, has since subjected men like Sir Kobert 
Peel, Mr. Chichester Fortescue, and Mr. P^orster, to the 
g&,me injustice and misrepresentation that dogged 
memory of Lord Castlereagh, who, as Mr. Bright sai(J 
in effect to the House Commons on January 27th, 
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lived in a time* when barbarism wa% rampant in 
Ireland, such as we know not of now. 

It is, „therefore, clear that a far stronger necessity 
for the repressive measures in Ireland (inquisitorial 
and hateful as they necessarily were, and as their 
counterpart at the present time , must be) existed in 
1798, than by any possibility can ,be claimed for the 
national resolve to pass coerci(5n under Mr, Gladstone’s 
Premiership in 1881. There slK)uld be,» therefore, 
say the least of it, the utmost caution exercised before 
the loose statements of well-meaning but, as we 
contend, misled chroniclers, be accepted now as history, 
and Lord Castlereagh condemned to an unpopularity 
which his extraordinary after-acquirements ha;Ve failed 
totally to obliterate. Even Mr. Perceval had to admit 
the force of this antagonistic feeling when, in November 
1802, he admitted to Mr, Plumer Ward {Mfinoirs, 
vol. i, p. 291) that, nothwithstauding Lord Castlereagh’s 
considerable talents and great conciliation of manner, 
an impossibility existed in people’s minds as to 

deriving advantage from a junction with him. ' 


* Mr. Perceval laid a stress upon the words ** some people’s 
minds ” to demonstrate tliat such prejudice was hy no moans liis 

own. It is, however, strange to retlect that in a year's time ihe 
mob were found attaTiking both Mr. Perceval’s own house in 
Downing Street and Lord Castlcreagh's in St. James's Square, 
whilst after his own cruel death in May 1812, a section of tlic 
peddle openly rejoie'ed over the assassination of one they hacU 
learned to believe was an oppressor and enemy to their welfare. 
•-•Mr. McCullagh Torrens tells a characteristic story of Lord* 
Castlereagli *iii connoctioii wdth tlie above-mentioned riot in St, 
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Lord Gisilereagh, it is trut, never tempoi^ed 
■with ..sedition, and we have yet to leani from solid 
proof that such conduct did not tend to j)romote 
the happiness of his countiTmen, and spread confusion 
in the hearts of' their .alien despoilers and perverters. 

When Wr. Addinj,don became Prime Minister, Lord 
Castlereagh resigned his office of Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, in favour of Mr. Abbot. But as 
the office wag found to be a twofold one, containing the 
honorary distinction of Keeper of the Privy Seal in Ireland, 
together with the salaried ministerial position at Dublin 
Castle, it was proposed by the new Prime Minister that 
as some honour should clearly be conferred upon Lord 
Castlereagh for accomplishing the great work of the 
Union, it should be rendered in the shape of an ample 
income being attached to the ancient office of Privy Seal, 
and given for hfe to him who, by skilfully bringing to 
the front the sentiments of the solid minority in fai’our 
of a union, had made such a measure j'OHf’ible, and so 
saved Ireland from becoming the battle-field of Europe. 


James’s Square. Tlie obnoxious politician’s liouse being in danger 
of dostriu'tion, a company of llio (iuards were placed at the door. 
The officer, a young Guardsman, was, however, astonished by being 
accosted by a muffled figure, who demanded admittance — proving 
to ,j3e Lord Castlereagh himself, who quietly observed that he must 
go to his wife, who was unwell, and this, imtwitlistanding that the 
crowd avowed their desire to wreak vengeance on his person. 
The people seem to have dispersed at midnight. 

„ The ill-success of the Walcheren expedition had, doubtless, much 
to do with this popular ebullition of hatred, met by Lord CJastTc- 
•reagh with his natural contempt for all personal datigei^, a'ql 
combated with the calm c^uiage so characteristic of Ifimself, 
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a fact, however, Hhat Lord Castlereagk, ^.Ithongh by 
no means was his family over-burdened with wealth, 
refused to accept any such reward for performing his 
duty. Such conduct fully deserves the encomium to 
which* Mr. Abbot, the future Speak e/ (in his IHurn, 
written when, as Lord Colchester, he had himself 
received a peerage) (Lord Colchester’s ‘Diary, vol. i. 
pp. 258-5U) lavishes on the young statesman whose 
disintex'estedness he held above .all question’, and yet 
this is the individual who, after a long official career, 
during which he secured Europe (as we shall show) from 
the renewal of a consuining and apparently endless 
struggle, was, three days before the battle of Waterloo, 
chased to his home by a savage crowd, who,» steeped in 
ignorance and prejudice, had imbibed the false teaching 
of those whose position and means of information at 
once gave colour to their assertions, and justified in the 
popular mind the sustenance of unjustifiable calumny, 
such as truth, bursting through the clouds of contem- 
porary jealousy and malice, is at last gradually 
dispersing. * ’ 

Lord Castlereagh supported the earlj' measures of 
Mr, Addington’s ministry. In common with the 
remainder of Mr. Pitt’s friends, he was responsible for 


* The explanation •given by those best informed on the subject 
is to the effect that Lord Castlereagh in his early days of Irish 
official life gave rein to his natiu'ally warm temperament, and 
associated freely with the many individuals with whom he came in 
tifliftact. When, during the Rebellion, it was discovered that 
^rt#in *01 these were^ implicated therein, their friends and 
associates roundly charged their arrest! against Lord Castlereagh 
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the quarref \?ith Denmark, iucideht to her joiningp^e 
northern coalition against this country. The English 
plenipotentiary sent to avert conflict on the occasion in 
question was Mr. Vansittart (afteru'ards Lord Bexley) 
whose account W his mission and its failure to detach 
Denmark from Prussian, and, therefore, indirectly from 
Buonaparte’s 'influence, is narrated in Pellew’s Life of 
Lord Sidmouth, vol. i. pp. 368-73.* 

^ IiT the year 18G2 Lord Castlereagh joined Mr. 
Addington’s Government, and in the same year he 
attended the famous meeting of Air. Pitt’s friends at the 


as mstancQS of personal perfidy exercised against tliose with whom 
he had held friendly convoi'se so short a lime before. A charge of 
this nature is distinctly made in a periodical to which the writer 
has had accesst 

What wonder tlfcn that the stat^*sman in maturer years slirank 
somewhat -within*liis official shell, and bore imdescrved stigma with 
the contempt lie felt therefor. 

When Lord Ne lson retiinied home he said to Mr. Addington, 
in reference to his disobedience of orders when Sir H. Parker gave 
the signal not to engage the enemy I did not fear, for I knew 
you would stand by me ” : a tribute to the Prime Minister’s well- 
known resolution and fidelity, which goes far to explain the reason 
why the latter’s elevation to supreme power occurred, and was 
stamped with Mr. Pitt’s approval. 

Thomas Campbell has, in a single stanza of his immortal poem, 
told the story of England’s action on this occasion, and expresses 
more in that short space than might be conveyed to the mind by 
a whole foho of international law : — 

“ Out spoke the victor then, • 

As he hailed them o’er the wave, 

Ye are brothers, we are men, , 

And we conq^-ier but to save. 
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Lont'on Tavern on ]S[ay 28th.* It is, h<>wever, ’clear 
that the sympathy of the Modem (Pitt’s name 
amongst his friends) was with the new Government; 
a sympathy, moreover, which is believed not to have 


So peace instead of deatli let us bring. • 

But yield, proud foe, tliy fleet’ 

With tliy crews at England's feet, 

And make submission meet • ‘ 

To our King.” 

Lord Colchester tells us in his />/Gn/that, although Mr. Pitt had 
partially prepared an armament for llie purpose of breaking up the 
Northern Coalition, Mr. Addingtoirr Government perfected such 
preparations. The expedition under Aberoromby had ^one so far 
towards Egypt that its recal was impossible. Therefore, it 
follows that the credit accruing from the rescue of Denmark Trom 
Continental despotism should be divided between the two adminis- 
trations, but that tlie laurels gathered by Abeferomby and 
Wellesley must likewise entwine Pitt’s lofty brow. ^ 

* The flower of the nation assembled on this occasion to the 
number of 904, no less than three large rooms being occupied by 
the guests. Mr. Pitt was absent himself. It was on this occasion 
that Mr. Canning’s famous “ Pilot that weathered the storm ” ^^ms 
first heard, and sung before ?i ti'uly appreciative audience. We 
have quoted from it previously, so now rcpi*oduce the last stanzas 
only, as applicable to the occasion of the great statesman’s 
temporary retirement : — 

“ So Pitt, when the course of thy greatness is o’er, 

Thy talents, th^ virtues \ve fondly recal ; • 

Now justly we prize thee, when lost we deplore. 

Admired in thy zenith, but loved in thy fall. 

** Oh, take, then, •for dangers by wisdom repelled, 

For evils by courage and constancy braved ; 

•ohr take, for a throije by thy counsels upheld, 

The lhanks of a people thy firmibess has saved. 
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existed entiiely without influence in the nati/nal 
counsels, such as once led Pitt inadvertently to tell 
Lord Malmesbury in the course of conversation that 
he would inform Addington on a certain subject^ and 
the fact that such approval was undoubtedly given to the 
policy of consolidating resources which Mr. Addington 
and Lord Hiwkesbury adopted, makes us sooner alive 
to the palpable injustice of the clamour so soon to be 


“ And oh, if again the rude whirlwind should rise, 

The dawning of peace should fresh darkness deform, 

The regrets of the good, and the fears of the wise, 

Shall turn to the pilot who weathered the storm.” 

It jis remarkable that the president on this notable occasion was 
the Lord Spencer of that time, whose perspicuous speeches in the 
House of Lords had given timely support to Mr. Pitt’s policy. 
An averment in a .former part of this volume to the effect that the 
Whig traditions' connect themselves with Althorpe must be then 
held to apply rather to a later period of our history. It is 
incidentally worthy of remark that Lord Castlereagh warmly 
supported the peace of Amiens, a truce which, from an English point 
of view, better deserved the manifestations of delight evinced in 
England, than the hasty condemnation of contemporary history. 
It is curious to read of the universal excitement prevalent in London 
on that ©ccasion. The authorities, moreover, seem to have been 
totally unequal to the management of great crowds. The Lord 
Mayor and Corporation came on horseback to Temple Bar to hear 
the heralds proclaim peace, but one of their number lost control over 
his horse and was thrown. Moreover, A stand in front of the 
Mansion House gave way, and injured many people, the Lady 
Mayoress’ brother suffering from a broken limb; whilst, to cap 
4 all, a man on the highest gallery of St. Mkrtin’s Church, irt the 
Strand, pushed a stone ball from its pedestal, whence, havinglBeen 
‘insecurely fastened, it descended into, the crowd, killmg*th»^e 
people and injuring otherC’. 
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jaiSed against the mftnistry. Indeed, the».v8ry presence 
of Hawkesbury and Castlereagh in the Government 
demonstrates the friendliness of him to whom they bore 
primary allegiance. 

Lord Castlereagh throughout the yeafs 1802 and 1803 
was a consistent and outspoken supporter of Government. 
His speeches, culled from the Parliamentary debates and 
Aiiiiudl Ih'niiter, show that he favoured the volunteer 
system for purposes of d<‘fcnce, and urged itJs adc^tion 
by similar arguments to those used by thinking men in 
our own days. On the other hand he deprecated a 
popular selection of officers as impossible in times of 
danger. 

We find him at this time,' it is true, engaged 
frecpiently in the unecjual task of combating the 
arguments of both Pitt and Fox, and then' can be little 
doubt that it was whilst observing t^e manoeuvres of 
those great masters of debate, that he ■•gained his own 
stock of experience and ultimate mastery over the 
House of Commons. 

As Pitt's Colonial^ Secretary during his second 
administration. Lord Castlereagh was called on to give 
attention to Indian affairs. 

At the Board of Control Lord Castlereagh’s admini- 
stration has received the favourable comment of Lord 
Wellesley himself,, whose opinion on the subject was, as 
his great brother averred, paramount. Indeed, when 
the great master of modern politics had returned to his 
short lease of power, it became the duty of Loi€ 
J^astlm-eagh to defend Lord Wellesley against tlm 
attacks df his enemies. Deftly^ and with consummate 
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skill, did he' grant to Mr. Pauli evei^ ray of light which, 
a Blue Book could afford, knowing that truth could but 
strengthen a good cause, and, smiling as he ^reed to 
the production in question, calmly smelt the rose which 
was wont to adofn his coat. 

On this point lej; Lord Wellesley speak when 
writing to Loi’d Castlereagh’s brother. Lord London- 
derry : — 

“ He cams to the chief conduct of the affairs of 
India at a most critical period, when the British 
Government was engaged in that contest with the 
Mahrattah chiefs, which, under the happj’ auspices of 
Lord Lake and General Wellesley, terminated so 
gloriously, and completed the destruction of the French 
powetin the East. 

“ Although he differed with me in some points con- 
nected with the origin of the war, he most zealously and 
honourably assisted me in the conduct of it, and gave 
me his powerful support in Parliament against all the 
assaults of my enemies.” 

When Lords Hawkesbury and Castlereagh paid that 
famous last official visit to Putney, there was transacted 
public business which appeared +o distress the dying 
Pitt. A glance at those Parliamentary records which 
Mr. Canning tells us make up history, will soon unravel 
the’ mystery. In June the House of Lords, at Lord 
Hawkesbury’ s instance, had given the Government 
carte blanche as to dealing with the Continental Powers, 
find the House of Commons had vote& five millionsiix 
be devoted for canying out the details of such prepose^^ 
arrangements. But at4he time we write of, *utterand 
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yre^mrable disaster hdd overtaken the militRfy forces of 
our allies, and the coalition for which Pitt and .Lord 
Harrowby had sacrificed so much was crumbling away 
before the Prime Minister’s eyes. And in this moment 
of weakness it became necessary to decidfe nice questions 
of financial detail, which were perfo;;ce entrusted to these 
two chosen counsellors, who, witli a prescience such as 
Pitt alone could claim, were by him j)ointed out as the 
inheritors of his political position,, to the attainmertt of 
which high estate they were destined to fight their 
way successfully in the teeth of opponents such as 
the brilliant Canning, the gifted Wellesley, and the 
experienced Crrenville. 

The intense interest surrounding Lord CiKtlereagh’s 
public administrations leaves but little space in a limited 
notic<', such as the i)reseut, for consideration of the duties 
and objects he elected to pursue as a prjvate individual. 
We read of journeyings to and fro between London and 
County Down, where general hapjaness of the peasantry 
chiefly occu])ied his thoughts, a sphere of duty which, 
however, did not prevent Lord Castlereagh from using 
both talents and influence in support of the Bible 
Society, where with Wilberforce, Whitbread, Lord 
Teignmouth, the Grants, Kose, Vansittart, and others 
knowTi to fame, he joined enthusiastically in the then 
by no means universal efforts on behalf of dififusihg 
Christianity. A speech of his remains to this day 
amongst the archives of the Bible Society, an extract 
fxOKi which we liere append. It discloses religious* 
fcrvcur,and liberality of sentiment towards mankind, 
generally, vliich no one would hare learned to associate 
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with an uhjjastly maligned name, had not Sir Archibald 
Alis(m made it an object to diffuse a contrary opinion, 
and so encouraged research into maxims of conduct 
valuable amongst all societies, and during each successive 
period. After hearing reports of progress at home and 
abroad. Lord Castltyeagh made the following remarks 
in the course 'of a speech of considerable length : — 

“ There is no view of this interesting subject that will 
^e fuore gratifying ta the feelings oT a British audi('nce, 
than knowing that among the variety of interests which 
divide the Christian world, there is one great interest 
which covers all our interests, in which we are all 
embarked, the interest and the influence of the blessed 
Word of God. I aiu sure it must be grateful to the 
generous feelings of the nation to which we have the 
happiness to belong, that in the midst of the war in 
which we are npw engaged, and which we are all anxious 
to see terminated, as soon as the honour and tlie safety 
of the nation will admit, that even in the midst of such 
war we are not unmindful of those common ties that 
bind us to the rest of mankind, that we are ready to 
exert our energies to save our enemy from the greatest 
danger that can await the species, namely, ignorance of 
the duties he is bound to fulfil. 

“ If that be the feeling which impresses this assembly 
with respect to ff)reign nations, I aiQ sure it is not less 
gratifying to every intelligent and liberal mind to learn 
the effects which an institution of this nature is calculated 
‘to produce upon the internal state of England. I tiast 
• that I feel as strongly attached as any maiu. ter tlje 
particular merits of that religious system which, as an 
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individual, I profess-*-to the established re^^on of/ this 
realm. But I hope I shall not be suspected of indif- 
ference to that religion when I behold with gratitude 
and satisfaction that amid those shades of difference which 
divide Christians at home, wc are yet ufiited under that 
standard we now desire to plant throughout the world. 

“ The points which separate the Christian world are 
small and unimportant compared with the great truths 
contained in God’s Word, and wliich form, our bond of 
union and common interest. 

“ No religions ditfercncc or controversial point should 
impede the great principle upon which the Bible Society 
is founded, namely, that of delivering the unsop histicated 
Word of God without comment, in the purest ^ext, to all 
mankind.” 

Sentiments these breathing the true desire of every 
Christian and liberal-minded Englishman. 

In the year ISOd Lord Castlereairh lost his scat for 
County Down. Party capital had been made out of the 
repression of sedition which Mr. Pitt’s Government had 
been forced to have recourse to. Mr. Fox in 18t)3 
charged it on the late ministry, that through their 
unwise and reprehensible policy it was found necessary 
to keep up a high military cstal)lishment in the sister 
kingdom. W'c know that after-events have scarcely 
justified this conclusion, and future readers of Lold 
Bexley’s correspondence will know the hourly expectation 
in which Mr. Addington's Government lived of a general 
rgh^llioE ) which danger culminating in Emmett's ineffectual* 
rising fijll 3 ' justified the previous measures taken by Lord* 
Castlercagh, who was behoveu to. the little Devonshire 

II. 6 
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borougli oY ^lympton for a seat rarliament. Lorfl 
Castkreagh does not appear to have offered any hut 
a legitimate opposition to Lord Grenville’s Government 
in 180G and 1807, so that this phase of his career is 
memorable rather for the production of a financial 
scheme framed for the purpose of coping with a period 
of indefinite war, and placed in competition with that of 
the Government as proposed by Lord Henry Pet ty(aftcr- 
f’ai*ds Lord Lansdowno). It is, however, no stigma upon 
the clever resource displa.ycd by the future Foreign 
Secretary to note that competent judges of finance have 
for the most part chimed in with the public preference 
then felt for Lord Henry Petty’s propositions. 

Lord Oastlereagh’s policy at the Colonial Office in 
the. Duke of Portland's Cabinet during 1808 and 
1809 has been somewhat roughly handled by various 
disputants.’ Xhe impolicy of the two simultaneous 
efforts in the •Peninsula and the Scheldt was said to be 
felt by Canning, who, as a member of the Duke of 
Portland’s ministry, never shrank from the joint 
re*sponsibility which his acrpiicscence had entailed. In 
Stapleton’s Life of Camiimj a suggestion is, moreover, 
thrown_out to the effect that Canning never approved 
the diversion on the west of Spain, which had for its 
outcome a forced retreat of the British army, and death 
of its leader at Corunna. 

Of Sir John Moore as a general the more one learns 
the clearer do his merits appear. 

* As Napier tells us, the British soldiers trained iwder 
his guidance at Shorncliffe fcim.cd the flowci* of tlmt 
Pcnir-fulr. force wlddi in the earlier Portuguese and 



LORD OASTLEREAGH. 83 

Spanish conflicts raise*d the English name h^its military 
level. Moreover, in the field he had succeeded in ail he 
undertook^ until when in Spain the genius and resources 
of Napoleon were banded together against a comparatively 
small force. 

This being true, Lord Castlereagh’s loyal support of 
Sir John Moore can scarcely deserve the doubt thrown 
on its w'isdom by Mr, Canning’s biograjiher, whilst it 
is clear that Sir John Moore was but performing 
manifest duty wdien he informed Lord Castlereagh 
that he foresaw difficulties in the invasion of Spain, 
as deAused by the War Office. 

There was, how'CA'er, no time for hesitation, and at 
any cost it w’as judged rightly that the attempt to 
succour the Spanish armies should be straightway 
made. 

The importance attached by Napoleon to Sir John 
Moore’s operations of itself justified the jeJint policy of 
Canning and Castlereagh. It has been urged, again 
and again, that Lord Castlcreagh’s responsibility in 
accepting the Convention ,of Cintra, and as Minister of 
War allowing its ratification by the cabinet, was adverse 
to his reputation as a statesman. If it were possible to 
separate the actions of an individual member of a 
Government from that of his colleagues, then most 
surely would Lord .Castlereagh stand either stained 
by the ignominy, or crowned with the credit, which 
might accrue from such pact. 

T.n the absence of tlie Foreign Secretary from Council, 
it was inevitable that guidance should be sought from 
the individutd responsible for the military organisation 
n. 6 * ■{- 
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of the nati(^. Public opinion, wRich excited almost to 
frenzy, condemned the conveyance of Junot and his 
troops to France — avowedly to recommence ^hostilities 
against England — was expressed diu’ing one of those 
periodical stages of excitement during which the English 
nation can see but, one side of a question. Had Sir 
Arthur Wellesley’s advice, after the battle of Vimiera, 
been followed, and an aggressive advance instantly have 
^alfen places Junot. would most certainly have been 
forced to submit to military capitulation. But when 
the English Govcrunieut, after establishing a triune 
authority in the camp, so timed it that the last-comer, 
in the person of Sir Hew Dalrymple, had to decide in 
a few hours on his course of conduct, there can be little 
wonder that, with all the British strategic advantage, 
compromise was resolved on, and comin-omise that 
fortunately' not only placed the main question at issue out 
of uncertainty, but established at Lisbon a ])crmauent 
basis for England’s future efforts in the Peninsula. By 
the Convention of Cintra the French evacuation of 
Portugal was secured, and it is wdth this fact more than 
any temjjorary shifting of troops from point to point 
that the historian has to deal. 

The British War Office and Lord Castlereagh as its 
head were responsible for their selection of general officers 
td conduct the campaign. Lofd Castlereagh had 
notoriously evinced his preference for Sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley, and Mr. Canning concurred in such choice, but 
‘ the traditions of seniority decided that Sir Harry Bui^d 
should supersede the already famous Indian general, arid 
that within a few hours of such a change being made a 
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new commander should arrive from Gil^ftltar in the 
person of Sir Hew Dalrymple. 

We, in, England, who know how strong has ever been 
such prejudice, cannot fail to see that in 1808 no 
Government could hope to burst the ’trammels of a 
system of selection, which neither policy nor opinion has 
ever allowed the authorities to abrogate entirely. 

It is clear, therefore, that all the advantage which 
has accrued to England from the valour of her prit-atp 
soldiers and the skill of her rising general at Kolica and 
Vimiera, were secured by Lord Castlereagh when, with 
his colleagues, he consented to the Convention of Cintra, 
objurgated by Napoleon because it injured the cause he 
fought for, and defended by Wellington because its 
results made his after-triumphs possible. 

It is true that the contom 2 )orary verdict of the 
di 2 )lomatist was not that of the military ^pau*. 

Lord Malmesbury considered the Convention of Cintra 
blameable, and he believed that better terms might have 
been secured. So, again, thought the historian. Sir 
Archibald Alison, who, nevertheless, recognised the value 
of the results gained by this unpopular Convention. 

An event occurred in April 1809, which must receive 
notice in any summary of Lord Castlereagh’s career. 
The Minister for War and the Colonies was accused in 
Parliament by Lord.Archibald Hamilton of having hdd 
converse, during the year 1805, with a trafficking broker 
on the subject of obtaining a seat in Parliament for a 
Government nominee, in return for which Parliamen-* 
tary vote an Indian writership was to be given. The • 
subject was much talked of at • the time, and great 
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excitemenf j^evailed when the matter really came before 
the House. 

A thorough discussion dissipated the exaggerations 
which previously passed current as truth. 

The most that could be proved was a conversation 
between Lord Castlereagh and a certain Mr. Reding, 
from which ’nothing resulted, but during which the 
possibility of gaining a seat in Parliament for Lord 
Cla^icarty, the eminent diplomatist, was discussed. 

The consequence was that the House of Commons 
rallied round the minister on behalf of whom even Mr. 
Canning, then on the verge of his growing antagonism 
to Lord Castlereagh, spoke boldly out, and maintained 
that no Parliamentary privilege had been infringed.* 

The incident is illustrative of tlie times during which 
it occurred. When Mr. Pitt, as Prime Minister, desired 
a seat in* Pg,rliament for Mr. R. P. Ward, Lord 
Mulgrave’s bK)ther-in-Iaw, he settled the whole affair in 
correspondence with Lord Lonsdale, who used Mr. Ward 
as a warming-pan for his son who, at the end of three 
years, was to enter ParliamenL The constituency and 
its de.sires were not even worth considering. 

It certainly does appear that Lord Grey had solid 
ground for his pertinacious resolve not to rest until such 
constituencies as these under consideration were greatly 
diminished in number, and a mot;e popular element 
infused into the electoral system. 

The Secretary of War in 1808 claims the merit of 


• See finnmrd, April 1809. 
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originally having selected the young Generi' l*Sir Arthur 
Wellesley. The traditions of seniority were, it is true, 
for a tinjo destructive of the master-plan which thus 
early had been devised ; but when Canning exercised his 
power and fast-rising influence to replace Sir Arthur 
and retain him in his position, iv) warmer coadjutor 
could have been found in the sustentation *of a policy in 
the wisdom of which Castlereagh fully concurred. 

It is impossible to avoid allusisn to tlte Walcheren 
expedition in any account of either Mr. Canning’s or 
Lord Castlercagh’s lives. It was the greatest offensive 
efl'ort made by Glrcat Britain up to the date of its 
departure, and although in the Peninsula more sustained 
efforts had of necessity to be made, nothin*g of equal 
magnitude sailed from British sliores until in 1853 the 
Crimean armament received equipment. Mr. lunglake, 
taking the latter as his text, has alluded at length to 
circumstances connected with the Walcheren expedition, 
to which ventu’e — for we fear under such category 
must it be classed — Professor Burrows has also drayn 
attention when, in Impgrial England, with quiet non- 
chahmeo, he affixes the stigma of such failure on 
Lord Castlereagh’s memory. Now we adjudge this 
ruling of the historian to be partial to a degree. In 
the first place he ignores the never-to-be-forgotten 
principle of ministerial responsibility. Mr. Canning, 
for instance, might urge that his absence from council 
during the deliberation on the Convention of Cintra 
absolved him from the moral results of a decision 
ho 2ouid not approve. True ; but if so, surely the ' 
oeuverse liolds good whoa a grAit effort such as thg 
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attack on fl^lland was agreed upon collectively, without 
Mr. ©aiming protesting publicly and resigning. There- 
fore he and the remaining members of the cahjnet were 
individually responsible for the designing of this 
enterprise in an equal degree with Lord Castlcreagh. 

"When we come <• to execution of details, several 
different executants have tc receive judgment. In the 
first place the delay in sailing was such, that the pressure 
in favour of" Austria* was not brought to hear in the 
direction of Holland until the campaign on tlie Danube 
was near its ch >.'. Still, as Mettcrnich tells us, the 
English attack on Holland was one excellent reason out 
of several why Aimtria hbonld not have agreed to tlie 
Peace of .^clKuibrunn. T,i the .-..femd place military 
iufoilnation was found to li'"' def etive, and Antweip, 
which Lord Chathai"' expeiA necs in 1704 with the 
Duke of York h<ad kd him to ’ elie^ e to be a weak place, 
had, by the scientific efforts of Xajiohon, been rendered 
supremely strong. Further, the military and mmil 
commanders came into an mifriendly collision of opinion, 
while Lord Ciiathani chose a waiting game such as, to 
do Lord Castlercagli justice, was the very contrary to 
that winch he and his tidvisers at the War Office had 
conceived. 

The delay in execution Avas doubtless due to the 
defective war organisation pcin^ al CM,tt by Mr. Kinglake, 
the amending of which, if it is to cast well-deserved 
praise upon Dundas and Liverpo(;], ctyi scarcely im^Aute 
previous blame to an immediate predecessor who had to 
’ find means for sustaining a conflict on a distant shore, 

the very moment AA^en every arsenal was resounding 
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ivitli the sound of prejiaration for this attempt to syccour 
Austria and paralyse Napoleon’s fast-gathering uiaval 
strenj^th. 

Ilcform, in the sense Mr. Kinglake means the word, 
was never adopted until the sustainefi necessities of 
the Peninsula campaign forced opr administrators to 
concentrate their energies for the purpose.* 

There remains hut the neglect of information concern- 
ing the fortresses we were about to assaiL, which, tven 
in the absence of any Tnlelligence Pepartment, does 
ap})car to cast ivspons’bilily upon the official j)rojector of 
such ii. scheme as lliat vliii 1; , .■'•ciled from the Scheldt. 

Lord Castlereagii certainl • .-'Cems to us to a degree 
responsible for the fact thn‘ Die c6mmau(ler>-in-chief of 
the expedition did jnd vdiether the arsenal 

commanded the h.-el.. in and d. h--. or not. 

The olijects <■! ilie ’(.ntur) Ae.o scai’cely altogether 
unattained, and succe--: v,a> miosl surely wrthin the grasp 
of a bold and ejic.g. ic ;c:uler. Each and every account 
and criticism of '.nine .nr its tiiis much, and we must 
say that the degree of censure which falls to Lord 
Castlereagh's share is, after ah', nothing more than any 
individual in high position runs the risk of undergoing 
when he designs a great stroke of policy, such as that in 
question, which, had the Aiistri.ms availed themselves of, 
might, despite all our errors, have issued in magnificent 
results. 

It appears that Lord Chatham on his return wrote his 
version of the military operations to the King, which 
conAmmication being adjudged unconstitutional, led 
to future debates in Parliamonit, during which Lord 
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Ca^ereagh found himself obliged TiO give his vote as a 
private indmdual against the late commandcr-in-chief in 
Holland. We pass lightly over the difference^ between 
Castlercagh and Canning for the reason that they I. are 
no practical bearing on the career of Lord Castlercagh 
beyond giving the . latter an opportunity to display 
his natural nobility of character, and generously forgive 
what all must admit to have been a great wrong, 
even if, as we truly, believe, it was suffered under a 
misconception so far as Canning was concerned. 

The breach was soon bridged over, and would have 
been forgotten, had not external interference been 
encouraged in its unsavoury task by the poisoned pens 
of partisan vaiters. ' But for the views of Mr. Canning’s 
political friends, there can, moreover, bo little d"uht 
that the I’oreiu'ii Socrefarvshi]) would have two vt-ars after 
fallen into the hands of the man who held it in the Duke 
of Portland ’s->Grovernmcnt, and that instead of going to 
Chatillon or Yicnna, Lord Castlercagh would have 
remained content with leading the House of Commons 
at home. 

Mr. Canning, however, decided to hold aloof, and 
Lord Castloreagh procoesded to perform the duties of 
the two positions wdiich consecutively fell to his lot, 
fulfilling his duties with the same patience and tact 
which had previously carried him tiiumphantly through 
the difficulties connected Avith the Union. 

It is strange to reflect that but for the intervention of 
'so-called political friends, Mr. Canning would have 
.become Foreign Secretary under Lord LiverpcKil,* and 
have garnered in all tke prcsiije wliich the possession of 



LORD OA^LERSAOH. 


91 


Bjich a position ensued during the culminatirfe glory of 
1814 and 1815. 

It was^ clearly not Mr. Canning’s own judgment 
which led him to decline an offer he spoke of to Mr. 
Stapleton as the handsomest ever made t5 an individual. 
If he had not the equality in the. Commons, certain 
would-be coadjutors had, however, told him, the oppor- 
tunity ought not to be accepted. 

Under this delusion — for so we must describe it— he 
acted, and for this reason, and this alone. Lord Russell 
was enabled to uplift a lament that the treaties of 1815 
were not supervised by Mr. Canning as Foreign 
Secretary.* 

It was natural for the veteran ‘ statesman to look 
somewhat jealously on the party prestige which in .this 
particular case was not for the Whigs, and wdiich he 
desired to have seen guided by what some men assumed 
to be a more liberal intiueuce than that; which pre- 
dominated. 

So far as the result itself is concerned, no unbiassed 
historian could have wished the complicated and delicate 
task taken from out of Lord Castlereagh’s hands, since 
he, to use Mr. C. D. Yonge's words, displayed 
alternately every quality which is most required in 
those invested with great influence. Nothing, however, 
prevented Mr. Canning from Ailing the office Of 
Foreign Secretary, and going to Vienna in 1818-14, 
but the intrigues of his o'mi political associates. 

• : . 

* L«rd Russell generally approved the treaties of 1816, and found 
no fault with the policy pursued until after that date. — Lord 
Bussell’s Recollections. 
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When the* reader rises from each political biography, 

he "wll often be surfeited and repelled by the recount of 
small personal motives, which led followers of great 
statesmen to hamper their leader, and repress his more 
generous instincts. It will, after such reflection, be 
possible to trace some method and reason in the dictum of 
a great popular tribune who has lately declared statesmen 
to be the creatures of intrigue, and averred a preference 
(or' a delegated authority more nearly allied, and therefore 
more immediately responsible to the people. 

So possibly in the future may an advantage be gained 
in furthering the happiness of the many, if only when 
attaining such a consummation oratorical talent be not 
unduly exalted at the expense of sterling merit, combined 
with that utter absence of vanitv, such as those who 
knew him best tell us graced Lord Castlereagh’s 
character. 

When Lord Wellesley resigned the seals of the Foreign 
Office in 1812, he had formed a plan for the renewal of 
English alliances with Russia, Prussia, and Sweden. 

‘An embassy was despatched to Bemadotte, the new 
Crown Prince of Sweden, and a letter written by the 
Prince Regent to the Emperor Alexander. Lord 
Wellesley has left on record * that the first act of his 
successor was to carry out tliis proposal, and despatch 
M. Pozzo di Borgo to Russia. , 

Both missions succeeded, and, thanks to the continuity 
of English policy as administered by Lord Wellesley and 


* Letter to second Lord Londonderry, 
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Castlereagh, the seed! were laid for the final cfimbination 
against T.ance. 

No i^rcjudice, as Lord Wellesley remarks, prevented 
the ucv Foreign Secretary from pursuing with ardour a 
plan devised by his predecessor, but, as *he saw, full of 
hope for the future of Europe. 

Wellington’s campaign of 1812 proved, from a 
military point of view, the most celebrated of all his 
Peninsula efforts. On January the 19th the storhlec^ 
Cuidad Piodrigo, took Badajoz on April Gth, and on 
July 22nd, as the result of manoeuvres which have no 
superior in recorded military history, sprang upon the 
left of Marmont’s army at Salamanca, and drove it in a 
disorganised condition from the field'. • 

How from the rocky heights of the Arapiles Wellington 
discovered Marmont’s error, and by a few words spoken 
to his aide-de-camp let loose the flower qf his army on 
the French left, has been described to perfection in the 
pages of Napier’s Veninsula Jl'ar. 

The occupation of Madrid was the result of the victory 
of Salamanca, and Wellington, at the head of his troops, 
entered the capital. Visitors to Strathfieldsaye will have 
observed a picture representing this event, which aroused 
all the latent enthusiasm of the inhabitants. 

It was a day never to be forgotten in the annals alike 
of England or the "VY^^lssley family, for although streSs 
of circumstances was to force Wellington back to the 
Portuguese frontier under the depressing influence of a 
failure to capture Burgos, yet the renewed campaign' 
most'perforce take place under altered circumstances, < 
much in favour of the British. • 
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The thunderbolt had fallen in Europe, and at the 
head»of 40(f,000 men Napoleon started on his Russian 
campaign. As Napier tells us, 160,000 troops reached 
Mosco-w, after fighting gigantic battles at Pultulsk, 
Smolensk, and iBorodino. Not for one moment, however, 
were the French communications imperfect; although 
the tract of Country in military occupation was greater 
than had ever been subjected to military operations before, 
je^not a letter miscarried, nor were the aforesaid lines 
of communication disturbed.* 

Adhering to a fixed plan of campaigning, the Russians 
allied themselves with their own frigid climate, and so 
sapped Napoleon’s power at the root. 

Such, however, was the paralysis in France, that 
notwithstanding the terrible decimation of their country- 
men, the legislature assented to a further conscription, 
and allowed Napoleon to approach Europe once more, 
armed to the 460111. 

Meanwhile treason! was rampant in the counsels of 
Napoleon’s European allies. 

Saxony alone remained sincere in her ’ adhesion to 
the great Usurper, and Austria waited but for a fitting 
opportunity to declare herself, whilst Prussia was like- 
wise wavering, so that the cup of Germany was indeed 
full. 

'Residents in her cities have tgld the writer how 
numbers of citizens, maimed in body but strong in mind, 


Napier’s Peninsula War. 

t The hesitation and hnal defection of the Prussiaif General 
York occurred at a crucial^oment. 
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liad sworn to revenge the ills they snfferccl, and to 
demand compensation for homes destroyed' and h»use- 
holds broljen up, or to die in the meh’e which ill-success 
would at least offer as an alternative to a shameful 
subjection. 

The nation of citizen soldiers w'as»at least united.* 

Blucher might not represent a scienShc type of 
warfare, but in Marshal Forwards Prussia possessed a 
military leader ty 2 )ical of her national spirit as at 'the 
moment aroused. 

The wily Metternich had so schemed for exhausted 
Austria that she should gain repose and yet in name 
succour Napoleon in his Piussian venture. Prince 
Swartzenburgh’s contingent formed the exti^iine right 
wing of the Grand Armce, but never moved from its 
position and remained a security for Austrian neutrality 
during the war. 

Tn 1813 all was changed, and the "’long-delaj'ed 
moment for action was destined to arrive. Metternich 
and Austria, moreover, after being all things to ail men, 
were daily nearing the tipie when, as commanding the 
European position, nations would look to them for a 
decision. At Cadiz "W'dlington concerted scheipes for 
the ensuing campaign in Spain. The Junta was per- 
plexed by the alienation of the South American Colonies, 
who in effect acted as if they had decided to rid them- 
selves of the Spanish yoke. For the usurper they w'ould 


* “J?ho Prussian King wavered. IIo thought himself honourably 
pledged to Napoleon, but the enthusiasm of his siibjects woxild 
brook no denial." — AUimi- 
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never alloVr their resources and iiffluence to be utilise^, 

and 4he su’ly of the Cadiz rulers appeared to be but as a 
rope of sand. Wellington could only counsel vigorous 
measures in the Peninsula itself, and as Captain-General 
of the Spanish forces unite them with the British 
and Portuguese, ajid once more cross the frontier. 
In hopeful forecast of coming triumph, he stood up in 
his stirrups and cried “Farewell, Portugal!” and 
proceeded cm a venture celebrated equally for its^ skill, 
celerity, and success. 

At home, after long scarcely-concealed hostility, 
America had declared war on England. No matter 
that ere a shot was fired or a ship seized. Lord 
Liverpool's cabinet withdrew’ the nominal cause of 
complaint, and suppressed the Order in Council — the 
resolution to break the peace had been taken, if not 
in absolute concert with France, at least with a know- 
ledge that the British burdens, financial and military, 
were becoming distressful.! Fortunately the almost 


June IBtli, 1812 . 

•| TJic early events of the Amciican war were not cn courn gin 
I^arge and admirably-manned frigates sintained the conflict on 
behalf gf America, and the Jlritisli lost several sliips and suffered 
from depredations on their commerce. Moreover, at home tlie 
re.sults of Napoleon’s Continental system, combined with our own 
effort.s in tlio reninsula, had led to an appreciation of gold metal, 
such as made it possible to buy as Liiich c^^rn or other marketable 
article with twenty pounds as you could obtain with twenty-nine 
pounds in bank-notes. Certain artificial restrictions had been pre- 
« viously imposed on the Bank of England, foi bidding the establislfment 
to pay their notes in gold. A committee was appointed, under the 
' presidency of the able Whig statesman Mr. Horner, and tfic balance 
of financial opinion was flBund to be adverse to the continuance of 
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sipaultaneous withdrawal of Russian hostility, gave relief 
to those suffering from the more than partftil success 
which had hitherto attended Napoleon’s commercial 
decrees in the north of Europe. 

Napoleon devoted the winter of 1812-13 to pre- 
parations for a fresh campaign, whilst, strange to say, 
new levies started uji as if by magic to i^place those 
sacrificed amidst the snows of Muscovy. 

Conqueror and conquered were, it* is true,«alike wealy^ 
for repose." In France internal peace, however, pre- 
vailed, and the universal success of her arms had 
precluded the country from becoming the battle-field of 
Europe. Therefore it was that, feeling the pressure of 
absolute conflict less than from the magnitude of her 
efforts might have been supposed, France looked \jith 


such restriction. L.orcl Castlcroai*!), liowovcr, was of a contrary 
opinion, because lie believed that the resumption of^ash paymentg 
would prove incompatible with the continuance of the dcath- 
strug.<,de with Naiioleoii, calculated, as ho urged, to hasten a 
financial crisis at a moment whoii every energy should be applied 
to sustain the coiitiict with France. It so happened, that, if 
the recommendations of the committee had received adoption, the 
crisis would have occurred in 1812 , when a turning-point of the 
war was about to be reached, and we state this without prc'«uniing 
to express an opinion on so difficult a subject. Without, however, 
pretending to any recondite monetary knowledge, it must be clear 
to the veriest tyro that the Government expedient of declaring 
the bank-note for one pT>und one shilling equal in value to the 
golden guinea, was a doubtful proceeding, justifiable only on the 
ground of a necessity. Such interference with the law of supply 
and demand was by some financiers excused upon Sir Francis 
Baring’s averment that gold was appreciated and not paper 
depreciatedP. 

Prince Mettcrnich’s Ai(t<^hio(fniphtf, ' 


II. 


7 



98 FOBEIGiJ SECBETAEIES.Or THE XIX. CEiiTUET. 

equanimity on a struggle ■which exposed her to ruin and 
huipiliatioa in the event of defeat.* 

In the spring of 1813 France and Saxony on one 
side, Eussia and Prussia on the other, took up strategic 
positions. 

The Austrian army, however, remained in Bohemia ; 
for Metternich ■was determined to husband his country’s 
strength, and to refrain from plucking the fruit before 
it became fully ripe, and thus did he prepare himself for 
every eventuality. 

The allies had the advantage of the celebrated General 
Moreau’s aid, but a divided command could not possess 
the compactness which Napoleon’s imquestioned sway 
secured for his army, so that the two earlier conflicts 
of Lutzen fought on May the 2nd, and Bautzen on the 


Napoleon^ employed part of lii.s time whilst rFooupin" for a 
fresh caiiipai;,^! in an attempt to overawe the Tope, vlio l.atl been 
so a prisoner that he appears to have become enfeebled in 
intellect. 

* TJic ()ld man for some time, however, still refused to accept tJio 
cone ji'dat offered him on behalf of the Empire, but, in a moment 
of WLakms.s, yielded to the fascinations brought to bear on him by 
the French Emperor. 

No sooner, however, had Napoleon left his presence than the 
venerable Pontiff was overwhelmed with grief and shame at 
the results of his conduct, and, like our own Cranmer, retracted 
the action which lie had been brought to give countenance to. 

Napoleon is said to have been furious when he learned the 
effervescent character of the spell which he had exercised. But 
the Pope, saving his conscience, was still piiyaically a prisoi^r, but 
unsubdued in spirit. * 

Napoleon’s temporary victory was not one, therctforfi, worth 
proclaiming to the world. 
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20th, resulted in a projected allied retreat into Silesia. 
At this crisis either side turned towards Austria, whose 
crafty minister held the balance. 

To his eternal credit, however, be it told that he had 
from the first decided for the cause of*Europe/^ In 
the other scale was thrown the benefits to be possibly 
wrung out of Napoleon at this crucial moment, and the 
natural predisposition of the Austrian royal family to 
support the Imperial alliance contracted by a Freneh 
ruler with a princess of their race. 

But, as Metternich tells us, he saw in Napoleon the 
incarnation of that revolution which had covered Europe 
with corpses, and bid fair to unhinge the foundations of 
universal society. 

The Emperor Francis yielded definitely and finally 
to his minister’s representations, so that when the 
famous interview between Metternich and* Napoleon 
took place at Dresden, the alliaaice with Bussia, 
Prussia, and England had already been practically 
decided on. 

Metternich has descri))ed the scene with the bafilc'd 
French Emperor, and its story ought to be road \ by all 
who would understand the politics of Europe in 1813, 
and Napoleon’s peculiar position. There was trath in 
Napoleon’s theatrical declaration which, when the full 
importance of Mctternich’s decision burst upon him, he 
made: — “I shall know how to die; but I shall not 


• fl 

Neither Louis XVIII. nor his brother^ could be induced for 
some tftno«to believe in Austrian fidelity to the allied cause, 

] Metternich’s Autobiograph\j,\oh i, p5l86, 

7 • 
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yield one handful of soil.” ‘‘ Fortune,” said Mettemic^, 
“ nxiy plafy you false again, as it did in 1812.” The 
decision to resume the war was received with silent but 
sad consent by the Napoleonic generals, who most of 
all Frenclmieil seemed to have longed for peace. 

The campaign in Spain, if carried on under fair 
numerical equality, saw Wellington operating with 
advantages he had never before enjoyed. Ihc flower of 
^tl?e Freiichcarmy in. Spain being recalled to Europe, the 
substitution of younger soldiers followed. Marshal 
Soult, moreover, the accomplished military chief, had 
left Sjiain, and been jdaced at the head of Na 2 )oleon’s 
Imj^erial Guard. King Josejdi abhorred him as a man, 
and insitited on a removal which Na 2 )oleon knew full 
weljl was* a mistake. The brave and excellent Marslial 
Jourdan, left nominally at the head of the army, effected, 
however, All that a divided command shared with King 
Jose^di wouKl allow. 

In the face of a less capable commander than 
Wellington, the French tactics might have j^^ssed 
muster, and their hurried concentration of men, stores, 
and munitions of war at Vittoria remained undetected 
and iinassailed. 

But their scientific op 2 )onent caught the French army 
again at a disadvantage, and after a struggle where, as 
Napier says, “the soldiery were^ never allowed fair 
play,” the army of King Joseph was scattered as chaff 
before the wind. 


Napier’s Vniimvla War, 
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• On the 21st of June 1813 no less than 151 cannon, 
451 waggons of provisions and camp necessaries fell Into 
the conquet’or’s hands. 

The slaughter on the side of the French was, 
moreover, totally inadequate to the stupendous results 
consequent on their defeat, and out ijf unison with the 
admirable temper which in combat, here as ever, the 
soldiers of the French empire maintained. 

Be the nation however brave, or h‘er childftn endawed* 
with more than ordinary courage and wisdom, success 
may not cleave to her standards, or tangible advantage 
accrue to her counsels, without the possession of generals 
and statesmen. Society has, moreover, been long con- 
stituted so that the mind has an ever-increasing “ufluence 
in the government of the world. Napoleon held Euit)pe 
in captivity by no other means. His was a giant intellect, 
and in its progress met no equal. But- England sent 
her due share of thought to arrest that isolated but 
paramount influence. 

The intellectual power wielded by Wellington, Welleii- 
ley, Canning, Liverpool, , Grenville, and Castlereagh, 
was each in its several sphere united to achieve the same 
object, and, as the oft-told story tells, proj^aUniL^ 
Napoleon had met but one mind in any degree compared 

to his own. In Pitt there was intellectual, and above 

• 

all, moral power, un9inq)assed in the annals of mortal 
story, but dragged down to an earthly level by the force 
of circumstances ajid the possession of a weak frame. 
Wellington proved himself at least *an equal military 
tactitian.* The Archduke Charlfs once bid fair to 
approach the subtlety of his strategy, whilst with Fox 
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as a^statesmen, Napoleon cannot be said to have coped 
fairly in the arena of European politics. 

The peace offered to the latter British statesman must 
have proved a liollow and, therefore, uncertain one. Ho 
knew it, and elected to resign the realisation of his 
hopes, and concur in warfare, the barbarity of which he 
loathed, the demoralisaticn and hideous character of 
wl)^ich he shrank from as calculated to undermine the 
stabitity of our finance, and sap the strength of the 
kingdom. 

Great Britain’s mission came, therefore, to be 
diidomatically accomplished by those who wore, so to 
speak, but disciples of the giant minds preceding them. 
Who of tiiese caught the spirit of Pitt, that nationally 
declared father of us all, more than did Eobert 
Viscount Castlercagh, who, if not endowed Avith the 
surpassing eloquence of his master, aaes many-sided 
in his excellence ? 

The transcendant talents of Wellesley, or the brilliancy 
of« Canning, may not haA^e fallen to his share, but his 
diplomatic skill, patience, and* unAmrying tact rendered 
Lord Castlereagh a Avorthy coadjutor of the great 
'Wolliiigton himself, who rejAresented not the sword of 
England alone, but possessed high moral qualities 
befitting him to rule in any possible society of men. 

The time had arrived to Avhich Nhpoleon alluded when 
he said that Lord Castlereagh ruled the House of 
Commons by a nod. We, accustomed during our, oato 
lifetimes to the noble elocution of a Derby, the perfect 
diction and passion^de eloquence of a Bright, the 
fascinating and facile periods of an Ellenborough, the 
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unrivalled genius and* ever bright stream of pcywerful' 
declamation which characterises a Gladstone, and 'the 
thoughtful, statesmanship which a Beaconsfield shrouded 
under a never-failing dignity, are accustomed to look 
upon the years 1807-15 as a sort of interregnum 
between the sway of Pitt and F ox and our own times ; 
one, moreover, wliich had not yet been!* broken by 
those more famous pictorial descriptions of Canning, or 
thrilled by mingled astonishment ‘and delight at tile^ 
powerful pleading of the matchless political swordsman, 
Lord Brougham * 

But even if Cauniug had scarcely arrived at the fullest 
height of his oratorical fame in 1814, and, indeed, was 
absent from the scene of his future triumphs, yet 
Brougham’s powers, if not at their absolute zenith* vere 
the admiration of all his hearers. He was surrounded, 


Lord Brouc^diani had succeeded in inducing the Government 
to revoke tlie Orders in Corncil, and this, one of the first acts of 
Loi-d Castlereagli as leader of the House of Commons, ^yas 
condemned by Canning, wlio objected, as he urged in a letter to 
Mr. ^Yilhcrforce (^Vllln'rfl)rce ^ [J/r, vel. iv. p. 30) to such a 
concession being mnde to ]\rr. Brougliam's luuiour and glory. This 
of itself seems to testify to the talent displayed by 
Mr. Canning liad m ide the manner in whicli this concession was 
offered a reason foi* refusing to acce])t tlie Foreign Secretaryship, 
and allow his rival to retain the lend ; thus involving a deadlock -in 
the negotiations that ^Ir. ^Yilborforco was endeavouring to forward. 
The Speaker (afterwards Lord Colchester) in his Diary, vol. ii. 
p. 307, summarises tlie contention as follows : — Canning was ready 
to agree to equality in the House, nomii^al lead being left witl* 
Mr. "^aiisittart. Castlcreagb, on the other band, offered to vacate 
the Foreign Secretaryship, but no ^ield the leadership in the 
House of Commons. 


n. 
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moreover J on the Opposition benches by a galaxy of legul 
and arguHIientative talent. Ponsonby was there, skilled 
in the forms of political combat ; Romilly, whom no 
difficulty could dissuade, no chartered abuse appal ; 
Plunket, the ^ very embodiment of logical and legal 
acumen ; Erskine, ‘who mingled solidity with eloquence, 
to a degree* little realised in these days; Grattan, the 
chosen orator of Ireland, and acknowledged a worthy 
^r^presentatkre of the silver-tongued race from which he 
sprang.* 

But Lord Castlereagh ruled over the storm, wielding a 

silent power, the disclosure of which justified Lord 

Liverpool's choice and his own unwillingness to 

surrender the lead. 

** 

Sjo'it came to pass that when the Foreign Secretary 
was chosen to represent England at the Congress of 
Europe, Cord . Liverpool’s Government, in consenting 
to his absAice, had to sacrifice much, nay, what 
might at any moment have closed their very existence 


* “ When Grattan was dying he turned to his friends, and said : 
‘ Don t be hard on Castlereagh; he loves our country.' Lord 
-'Rysrr^'I -vas told that when this was reported to Lord Castlereagh 
he shed tears .” — Anecdotul History of British Parliament. 

Grattan, when he used these words, was probably moved by 
memory of a scene which occurred in the Irish Parliament just 
before the Union in 1800 . The patriot orator had just been 
returned for Wicklow, and essayed to take his seat whilst in a 
state of natural weakness, Scarcely able ^to walk, he was sup- 
•ported, whilst taking tlje oath, by his friends Moore and Ponsonby. 
Lord Plunket’s biographer tells us how Castlereagh, acting on 
the impulse of his realljjt noble nature, remained standing and 
uncovered during the ceremony. 
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tis an Administration. If ever statesmen took as their 
motto Burke’s famous rule of Parliamentary conduct, 
it was the English Cabinet in 1813, 1814, and 1815. 
“ Party,” said Burke, ‘‘ ought to be made for politics, 
not politics for party.” With the enormous risk of 
failure before him. Lord Castlereagh was about to hazard 
all at the shrine of duty. It was, therefore, on a 
maxim of the great Marquis of Montrose that the 
Foreign Secretary acted on this occasion 

‘ He either fears his fate too much, 

Or his deserts are small, 

Who dares not put it to the touch 
To make or mar them all.” 
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J*ANUARY *1812 TO AUGUST 18 * 22 . 

“ Th^* Continent I ])clie\e to be .b ( \']y nnpresse 1 wiili tlie dismtere^t^-dness 
of Eniiiaiid Peop].* tli**n *). ]ic\. 1 ’iiilim l llirone*e'’U :iie w.irto breii 
strUi^eliJJL: lor a conrinv. s. |)m\- ti tie- war nv iiothino “^Ik rt of 

ovei rulnii, > . It at ]<'.<>^t i:'at:t\ to liiid that ha*! ena ru. 

from the trein^ii lo i-s (*o?it**^t \wth a r--patati'ei ’au-^tamed by repiuach 
‘"Speech on Ir^iUj u ,th 1 > 'tw t 1^1 } 


CHAPTER 11. 

* TpE SETTLEMENT OF EUROPE. 

the supremt} penoralsliip of 
Prince Schwarzciilterq: ilie allies passed 
on to Dresden, tlie olijeet bein';’ to cut 
the Fieiicli cpmmunieations by forciii" 
the city te 'surrender. Tliore could 
tb«*n 1)0 no direct road o])en between 
Napoleon’s army and the Rhine. The plan •n*as 
Moreau’s, avIio accompanied the Emperors in their cam- 
paign. A hesitation, as it happened, saved Dresden, and 
was counselled by Prince Schwarzenberg in order to 
give time for the arrival of fresh reinforcements. 

Napoleon, however, profited thereby, and brought 
the main part of hi^ army within the lines hfcfoFe the 
allied attack commenced. The first day’s fighting 
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(A.ugust 26th, 1813) was memorable for the ‘fearful 
bombardment launched into the city by Schw^zenb(?rg’s 
ai’my, and, by two successful French sorties made on the 
right and left flanks, 

On the 27th the battle raged fiercer, if possible. 
General Moreau was mortally wounded at the side of 
Alexander, and, notvt’illistanding all the excuses advanced, 
retreat became the order of the day for the allies. 

Some few hours after this striking successjVandamrffe^ 
who had been d'r'spatclied to attack the allies in flank, 
himself fell into a trap in tl.e plains of Bohemia, at 
Culm, and lost 1S,UI'0 men. thus equalising the late 
disastrous oiigiigenioni , 

Xapolcoi, cXi raised supr.-me skill durin!;' the ditficulties 
Vvliieli f.isl tiuek.'nfd a... and him. K othwithstdnrling 
1''at Iiis reserves w. rc i. tiling, .aid on all sides he saw 
aect s;.Iou lo llio iMulcs of his enemies, -he scouted the 
idea of nisorting to compr''iuise, and held ’together his 
foree.-< by the nnigic of a p rsemal ])resence. tlie traditions 
couei ruing whi' h have enabled this ereat man to leave 
Franco a tiame tt) ctiujiire wuh — the glamour around 
which, moreovt'r, neither memories of Lcipsic, Moscow, 
Waterloo, or Sedan, v.ill ever obliterate. . „ 

Kotwithstanding this soldierly resolution, more Rus- 
sians crowded into Eurojtc, all Prussia flew to arms, 
and Austrians pressed on Napoleon’s flank, so that 
slowly but surely events tended to bring about the great 
conflict of the ntitions fought at Leipsic on the 16th 
and two following days of October* 1813. To fight a 
pitcl?ed*battle with a foe who had^contrived to be present * 
in superior force, and to do so with a river in his rear, 




or retire towards the Rhine, was* the alteniative sub'* 
mitted to the greatest captain of modern times. 

So it happened that, after a conflict gigantip alike in 
its size and results, French retreat across the Elbe 
became a necelsity. True it was that the first day’s 
fighting had not heeii decisive, but the gathering allied 
hosts gained •ground, and this to Napoleon, as then 
circumstanced, was fatal. 

^ A.fter a pause the battle was renewed with increased 
violence on the 18th, and although the Frencli for a 
time held their own, the defection of 8,000 Saxons at a 
critical moment served at once to weaken them morally 
and materiallv. When finallv retreat was determined on, 
the mistake of an engineer caused premature destruction 
of the 'sole remaining bridge over the river, and led to a 
more complete allied victory, accompanied with increased 


carnage. 

The rout that followed was unprecedented in modern 
history. The King of Saxony fell into the allies’ hands, 
and it was evident that the star of Imperial conquest had 
waned. As Lord Wellesley had forcasted, Napoleon’s 
means proved unequal to the results he desired to effect. 
It follo\ ^d that the allied armies pressed on, and early 
in November reached Frankfort, whence they straight- 
way prepared to cross the Rhine. 

*Before taking further action they ofifered peace on the 
terms of retention by France of all her conquests 
between the Alps and Pyrenees. Napoleon Avas to keep 
the Rhine, with an ^understanding that England on her 


part was not unwilling j to make sacrifices for the dausc 
of peace. Not only, however, did Napoleon refuse to 
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listen, but dissolved tRe French Legislative Assembly for 
imidoring him to restore peace to the country* * 

In Holland a rising took place against the French, 
and a force of British and Prussians were sent to attack 
Antwerp and Bergen op Zoom. • 

These two fortresses of the first ^lass were defended 
by the skilful aid of Carnot, the old Republican soldier, 
and again was a diversion in this quarter to meet with 
questionable military success. • , • ^ 

As subsequently every Prussian bayonet was required 
beyond the Rhine, Sir Thomas CTi-aham, the English 
commander, was left to continue the blockade of 
Antwerp, and to do so with means totally inadequate 
for effecting any further offensive movements. • 

After keeping Europe in suspense for nx)«ths, 
Napoleon at last agreed to send Caulain court to meet 
the plenipotentiaries of England, Austria, Russia, and 
Prussia at Chatillon in the first week of February 1814. 
The hostile armies had previously passed the Rhine 
and established themselves on French territory. But 
Wellington had not been idle. He likewise had invaded 
France as the result of liis victory at Vittoria and the 
combats of the Pyrenees which ensued. , • 

On October the 7th, 1813, an English army once 
more quartered itself on French soil. Never since the 
days of Agincourt had such a conquering advance into 
French territory been made by an English general, or 
had British troops taken such decided possession of a 
Gallic city since Queen Mary sursendered Calais and 
deciai’ed its name would be found written on her heart. • 
True it is that the great Marlborou^K crossed the northern 
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Yrontier of France, and, after a •desperate struggle ^t 
MalplaqueJ, gained substantial advantage for the allies, 
whilst the Duke of York, in 1793, captured Valenciennes; 
but neither achievement can vie with 'those of 
Wellington. Napoleon straightway despatched Soult 
to meet Wellington, regretting, doubtless, that he 
had ever listened to the complaints of King Joseph 
against the captain who, of all his other marshals, had 
been most distinguished as a strategist in Spain. This 
honourable precedence the Duke of Dalmatia proceeded 
to justify. Wellington discovered the prevalence of a 
strong Bourbon feeling amongst the people in the south, 
and Soult was consequently not operating amongst an 
entirely h-iendly population. 

E^idy in November 1813, Wellington resumed his 
operations, which he had been forced to suspend in 
consequence of long-continued stormy weather. Forcing 
the linos of the Nivelle and Nive, he drove Soult back 
upon Bayonne. 

Such was, in effect, the situation when Lord 
Ca'stlereagh landed in Holland. The later events of 
the war had ojiened the more eastern part of Brabant 
to Enghind, and, thanks to the prcsdoiicc displayed by 
Lord*^arrowby when he selected Castlereagh as the 
man for the occasion, England was destined to take a 
leading part in the coming negotiations. Beady with 
a precedent for the occasion, and instancing Lord 
Bolingbroke’s journey to Spain in James I.’s reign as a 
ease in point, wherg a Secretary of State had left 'the 
kingdom. Lord Harrowby gracefully and mode^ly.drew 
back from a task beyond his health, at the same time 
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pointing to Castlereegh's speedy departura aa alone 
affording hope for the disentanglement of th^ difficulties 
which oppressed the counsels of Europe. 

Travellm'g with Mi\ Goderich, afterwards the first 
Lord Ripon, Lord Castlercagh landed at die Hague, and 
passed through Frankfort to Basle,,where, for the first 
time, he encountered Mctternich. The meeting appears 
to have proved propitious for the future of the world, 
the two statesmen thoroughly understandipg the needs 
of the several Powers concerned in the impending settle- 
ment. As Metternich says, “ A few hours’ conversation 
sufficed to lay the foundation between this upright and 
enlightened statesman and myself .... Lord Castle- 
reagh’s straightforward feeling, free from alLprejudice 
and prepossession, and his justice and benevofence, gave 
him a true insight into the truth of things.” 

Such was the early impression formed of' the British 
Secretary of State by his Austrian coadjutor in the 
forthcoming settlement. 

The Congress of Cliatillon has an interest beyond 
the record of its inoperative discussions. The proposals 
refused by Napoleon were made to him in good faith by 
Europe, who, even after Leipsic and during the invasion 
of France, was prepared to accept the empire as the 
ruling power. Napoleon, however, evinced such deter- 
mination to retain conquest, out of all proportion with 
the existing territorial position, that the deliberations 
were doomed to fail at the outset. Caulaincourt — who 
Napoleon never fully empow'ered tg act for him — ^\\’as 
cleady ^personally desirous of peace, but when, after 
considerably delay, and yiter reffirence to Napoleon, he 
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'demanded*restitution of Italy and Holland to France, 
botii of which territories had suffered partial occupation 
by the allied armies, his views were seen to ^be out of 
the range of possible compromise. He claimed also the 
retention of Alitwerp, a fortress in French hands it is 
true, but cut off entirely from other French provinces. 

The assertion that an attempt at interference with 
the internal government of France was meditated by 
the allies is thus sho^vn to be historically incorrect.* 
After a sitting of six weeks the Chatillon Congress 

It is interesting to learn the contemporary political gossip as 
it appeared in a 'well-known publication of the time : — 

“ For some days rumours were very prevalent respecting a 
change of ’lidministration in consequence of a dilTerence of opinion 
in tlje . cabinet as to tlie propriety of instructing Lord Castlereagh 
not to treat with Napoleon. It was said that Lord Liverpool, being 
averse to any such instruction, tendered his resignation, wliich was 
not accepted, and. tliat the affair ended in the acquiescence of the 
majority of the^ cabinet in his Lordship's policy of leaving Ijord 
Castlereagh unfettered to act according to circumstances.’' 

Rumours of a like description are not entirely now to oiu’selvcs 
in plater years, judging from the political experiences from 1878 
to 1881. 

They invariably contain a degree* of truth, and on the occasion 
in question the feeling of antagonism to Napoleon so strong in 
Englajid *\vas dcnibtless reflected in tlic cabinet. 

At Chatillon Lord Castlereagh recognised tliis when he declared 
to Lord Cathcart his readiness to sign peace in twenty-four hours. 
“tWe must do it,” he ‘^aid, after entering into these negotiations, 
even if we are stoned on our return i,o England.” 

Lord Colchester tells us in his vol. ii. p. 477, writing of 

the feeling in the House of Commons, of which lie w'as Speaker : 

General dread of preliminaries of peace Laving been signed at 
Chatillon. An almost universal dread of any pretended peace with 
Buonaparte.” Such feelin^ seems to demonstrate what alupremcly 
difficult task Lord Castlcreagli had undertaken. 
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■was finally ^ssolved on March 21st, and war again 
claimed the attention of the world. * 

A few hours after the Congress had closed, however, a 
messenger arrived, granting Caulaincourt full powers to 
make peace on the allies’ terms ; hut it wa^ too late. 

As Mr. C. D. Yonge pertinently o^bserves, Napoleon 
should have known that it was only his genius that was 
keeping the events of the campaign in tolerable equality 
in the north, whilst Wellington was' still irresistible iii • 
the south. With an army probably never surpassed, 
considering its moderate size, and literally perfect as a 
fighting machine, the British commander gained point 
after point. Soult’s capacit}' was undoubted, but he 
fought with inferior materials. 

At Orthez on Februarv27th the English success wdS a 
marked one, and was soon followed by the fall of 
Bordeaux, and the elevation of the 'white flag throughout 
the city. In the north of France, it is true, Napoleon 
struggled with his foes gradually closing around him. 
Such was the power of genius, and the superiority of 
science over respectable mediocrity, or the mere courage 
of a citizen soldiers-, that the Emperors trembled for the 
fate of their legions, and half desired to appease this great 
captain wdio appeared more terrible than ever when at bay. 

But the ■vsdly Metternich gauged the truth of the 
situation, and his expectation gained speedy realisation. 

On the other hand a conviction forced upon diplo- 
matists was gaining ground, that safety alone remained 
for France in the return of her old ’line of kings; a 
sentimbnti moreover, fanned into life by the reports that 
came alike from the south and south-east of France. 

8 


II. 
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At hofne Lord Liverpool openly toli|| tlie French 
Pnnces that neither honour nor policy could admit of the 
British Government furthering their designs, which could 
only be supported in concert with our allies, and in response 
to an outspoken desire amongst the French themselves. 

.Napoleon, after •winning the battle of Montereau, on 
February 18th, and separating the Austrian and Prussian 
forces, suddenly turned eastward with his army, as if to 
« flircatcn the allied Communications. 

Th’s movement was intended to bring about the 
retreat of the Austrian army, instead of which, to 
Napoleon’s surprise, and thanks to Lord Castlereagh’s 
determination, Scliwarzenbergh answered with the right 
move, atyl advanced on Paris, which fell straightway into 
tliA hands of the allies on March 31st, 1814. 

In the south of France a sanguinary conflict took iflace 
at Toulouse between 'Wellington and Soult as late as 
April the 10th. 

The bloodshed was useless, inasmuch as at the moment 
of conflict Napoleon had abdicated. But with regard to 
the conflict itself, if undecided in its direct results, a 

f 

French evacuation of Toulouse followed, as a consequence, 
and.'with it the close of "W ellington’s campaign. 

The first Lord Itipon has left on record how, when 
after the Congress of Chatillon the allied counsels were 
apparently paralyzed by the genius of their doughty 
opponent, whilst in every combat Napoleon endeavoured 
to be present in superior force, the, fatal measure of a 
retreat to the Iihitie 'was mooted in counsel. 

The fact appeared^ to be that the French poj^lation 
showed signs of rising and disturbing the allied 



• LOED CASTLEEEAGH. 


115 

• « 

c5mmrinicati|»ns, and the military situation must *hq^e 
remained critical and uncertain until the ri^ht wing, 
under Blusher, received adequate reinforcement. But 
the troops for the purpose were not within reach without 
the withdrawal of Bulow from Holland, and the advance 
of some Swedish battalions from Eastern Brabant, the 
whole of which detachment was under the jealous 
leadership of Beruadotte, Crown Prince of Sweden. 

To obtain his sanction to the measure wa^ held to be* 
necessary, and would involve precious time, and a 
possible controversy. 

But Lord Castlereagh took a bolder view of the 
situation. England, according to his idea, had a right 
to claim unqualified and ungrudging aid from her allies. 
He therefore took upon himself the responsibility of 
calling up the troops immediately, and undertook to 
reckon with Beruadotte. 

Blucher’s command thus being strengthened, the 
allied generals were enabled to advance when the 
supreme moment arrived. 

Such predominance as I;ord Castlereagh exercised all 
through the Euroj)can deliberations, could only have 
been possessed by one despatched on his errand by a 
united nation, and it is therefore of importance to 
remember that the concurrence of Lord Grenville in tlia 
later measures of LortT Liverpool’s Government had been 
given when unity was of most value to the nation. 

Ef^jdy in the session of 1813 he had approved the , 
general scope of policy set forward in*the king’s speech, 
and fronf that moment oppositioa to the Government 
measures was restricted to wholesome and necessary 

8 * 
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crv^icism. It does iu truth appear worth// but of tile 
narrowest pai’tisan to defame the memory of so 
high-minded a statesman as Lord Grenville,. because he 
dreaded the results of the Spanish war both military and 
financial. 

*The unjust estimate of Lord Grenville's political action 
has been inflamed by the distortion of truth which it 
§uited the foes of England to indulge in. With Lord 
' Grenville’s*returu to power would ensue peace, argued 
Napoleon, and the chorus vras taken up by a sul>orned 
and servile ignorant entirely of the British 

Constitutional forms, which they neither regarded nor 
understood. Faults of temperament may be laid to 
Lord Grenville’s charge ; but it should bo remembered 

t * 

to liis eternal credit that when the enemies of his country 
were most ready to look for aid to the results of his 
criticisms, that logical voice was upraised only in 
extolling all that he believed just and wise in a policy 
former details of Avhich he had unsuccessfully oi)posed. 

< If the true scope of public policy could be gauged 
straight off by the astuter viinds of each period, then 
would just discredit cling to the memory of statesmen 
guilty* of political mistakes. But as the wisest have 
failed to forecast the future, so should our judgment 
. remain silent when events belie the fears of those seeking 
to guide our steps. 

Thus w'e see Lord Ca.stlereagh the completely 
accredited plenipotentiary of the British Parliamept, at 
that supreme moment when a nation of at most seventeen 
millions was called pn to direct the future ftf ^Europe 
and the world. 
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This hapil^ concurrence in sentiment among*st EngljfiSli 
politicians was more creditable to Lord Grehville and 
the Whigs, inasmuch as with their failure to enlist 
public feeling on behalf of their party was linked a 
general impression that none of their ^ars had been 
realised. 

If true as regards the issue of war in the*Peninsula, a 
study of Lord Bexley’s correspondence will show the 
public exchecpier to have reached an almo^ exhausted* 
condition. “ Bring us peace,” forms the constant 
burden of his ju'uj'er to Lord Castlereagh. “ The nation 
requires it.” 

Now the fear of such a condition of things had again 
and again been stated by Lord Grenville as a reason for 
his somewhat exaggerated commeirts on projects*, ‘the 
caiTving out of wliich, after incurring lavisli expenditure, 
he looked upon as exceedingly problematical. 

Events justified Government in their T.)usincss-like 
restraint, which lost them Lord Wellesley’s services, 
but proved the ^Vdlig conduct in Parliament to descryc 
a more favourable judgmeyt than we traditionally have 
been led to bestoAv thereon. What would England have 
had the power to accomplish when public ci’edit •be’eame 
lowered, and her resources permanently impaired. 

The task before Lord Castlereagh and his coadjutors 
was twofold. 

First it became incumbent on them to restore peace 
to loanee, and to «cal the same by the signature of a 
European treaty. 

Seconflly, to adjudicate the variq^us and differing claims 
of the nations, either to regain former possessions, 
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o\m special cases themselves earn an ^Aruement of 
tenitory. 

The French Senate having declared Napoleon’s dynasty 
to be at an ejid, the Emperor agreed to abdicate and 
accept the crown of Elba. Surrounded by the remnants 
of liis army^ Napoleon awaited the allied decision at 
Fontainebleau, which came straightway in the shape of an 

offer of peace on the above terms, but not assuredly the 

« * 

result of a united counsel. ’' 

Lord Castlereagh and Prince Metternich were, as it 
unfortunatelj' happened, not with the armies in Paris, 
but remained at Dijon, where the Emperor of Austria 
was located. Decisive action was, however, taken by 
the Czai' and Frederick William of Prussia, so that 
practically England and Austria were compelled to 
accept Napoleon as Emiieror of E]l)a, an an’angement 
which both Castlereagh and jMetternich foresaw might 
be productive of fresh disorders on the European stage. 


V;- Pi-ivate information rocoivod from France afterwards justified 
the wdsdom of this compromise. — Itord Boxloy’.s l^aj^rrs. 

At home the prevalent sentiment of repugnance to Napoleon was 
skilfully «fanned into a flame which, so to speak, scorched up the 
natural feeling of pity and respect felt for fallen greatness. With 
the pungent critici.sms of Lanfrey and the gossiping disclosures of 
lladame de Eemusat still ringing in our ears, we cannot find it in 
our hearts to chime in with the able Qii^rtrrli/ licvieu er of October 
1814, who scoffs at the tears shed at Fontainebleau as being, “ iron 
tears down Pluto’s cheek,” and proceeds to pronounce a judgment 
conceived in a spirit wdiich none but an angelic being coul^ with 
complaisance desire ‘ applied to the unravelmcnt of his own 
history. The Qmrtcrhj has certainly here supplied aocolnpanion 
picture to the most uncliaritable party-strictm-es of its famous 
rival. 
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Lord Castlerfagli on atTival in Paris refused to .concur at. 
first, but whe» he saw the alternative to be an immedi*^.^ 
renewal of war, he, after consulting with Metternich and 
Schwarzenbergh, consejited to sign a treaty which 
contained the objectionable provision, ^he Emperor 
Alexander here showed such a disp.osition to over-ride 
all ojjposition, that, as the British plgni23otentiary 
foresaw, his domineering self-assertion might plunge 
Europe afresh into war. . , 

The position of Na2)oleou at Elba appeared to be the* 
more undesirable, owing to the contiguity of his old 
cavalry leader, Murat, who retained the kingdom of 
Naples by Austrian, and indirectly by British aid. For 
Lord Castlercagh had at Chatillon given a promise to ' 
Murat fully implying future recognition in return for 
military co-operation, without which it is extremely 
doubtful whether the allies could have brought the 
campaign of 1814 to a triuundiant conclusion. 

When Louis XVIII. returned to Paris, and with 
him his brothers, the Count d’ Artois and the Dukes 
de Berri and d’Angouleme, it was felt by many ’in 
England that a great ‘iirinciple had been violated 
by interference in the internal affairs of another 
nation. There was a certain plausibility aliout this 
accusation against the policy of Lord Liverpool’s cabinet, 
and that of their allies. They could not say that the 
French king returned to his cajiital, called thither by 
the unprompted demand of the French nation and 
its* legislature. It was, however, ^as a substitute fojr 
certain, disorder consequent on Napoleon’s overthrow, 
that the Bourbons were recalldfi, not entirely without 


II. 
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of sympathy in the provinces' —Dijon a|,id Bordeaux, 
toother lyith a large tract of the south, dnd, of course. 
La Vendee, having demonstrated their affection for the 
old regime. 

The allies c4uld not again treat with the empire, as its 

leader both at Diiesden and Chatillon had failed to 

« 

embrace the? opportunities offered to him, and had 
impressed all concerned with the idea that war for its 
cf.v'n sake was his motto. Eager as we may be not to 
record one single word which shall press unduly on the 
memory of one whose talents were so transcendent, and 
whose family subsequently was destined to eradicate all 
bad feeling between two great nations, there was that in 
the conduct of Xapoleon I. during the campaign of 
1813 and 1814 that could allow no fair minded man to 
hope or believe his continuance in poAver possible if 
peace was to be. preserved. 

The essence of the system he struggled so manfully 
to maintain, was founded on the presumption that war 
or universal French dominion must prevail in Europe. 
No* unalterable hostility to the Napoleonic legend 
animated Lord Castlercagh, who, as he declared in 
Parliamejit, would have embraced peace at Chatillon, 
had not the ruler to whom it was offered, together with 
the continued occupation of his throne, refused such 
moderate accommodation with contumely. 

In that treaty of Fontainebleau several points lay open 
to the attacks of Parliamentary foes, which, to the credit 
of the latter, were* made in a modified form when it 
became evident that peace was, at any rate, secusedV 

But there were rocks ahead at the coming Congress 
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tb be held^ at Vienna, where the spoil was iio Jde 
apportioned and the balance of power^ so far as possible, 
restored.* 

England alone of the allies wanted nothing for herself. 
No foe had jdanted his standard on the ^ower, nor had 
the tramp of armed men been heard in the streets of 
London. Gratefully, then, may her children ever call to 
mind the efforts of Pitt, Nelson, and Wellington, who, 
most of all men, aided in securing' this immunity from 


♦ The Prince Pcgeiit invited the allied sovereigns to England, 
and entertained tliein regally. We subjoin the impressions of a 
military foreigner on this occasion. The Prussian officer Schack 
had been aide-de-camp to General York, who during tiro spring of 
1818 joined the advancing lUissians, and so led the Prussian hation 
Uj declare against Napoleon. Schack, who had shared the hardships 
and been witness of the horrors attendant on the ensuing campaign, 
came to England with the allied sovereigns, and flius speaks of the 
immunity from general rapine and destruction which the resolution 
of Pitt, combined with the fidelity of his adherents, secured for 
England, enabling Wellington to wield his all-comiuering sword on 
other battle-fields than those chosen amidst the hop gardens *of 
Kent or the woodland scenery of Sussex. 

Approaching the British coast when Louis XVIII. was departing 
for France amidst a salute of 101 guns from the grand and 'vorld- 
reiiowned line-of-battle ships i as he styles them), Schack was struck 
by the unanimity of the welcome offered with acclamation by an 
entire people. Every town and village on the road tried to outvie 
the other. 

Moreover, the then unwonted appearance to a German eye of 
trees in ancient growth, unscathed by the blast of war and 
surrounded by everything tending to domestic and popular well- 
beingT filled the foreigner with delight, not liiimixed with natimal " 
envy at^Canning’s aptly described “ kingdom preserved midst the 
wreck of tfie world.” For account of^chack’s impressions, see 
Baron Bunsen’s Memoirs^ vol. i, p. 175. 
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t^or and 'distress which the sea itself coul^never have 
saved us from. ^ 

England had undoubtedlj" contributed potently towards 
the restoration of the Bourbons to France, and by so 
doing contributed, in a certain sense, towards Louis* 
insecurity by concAitrating against him French hatred 
of foreign interference. Mo^Tover, to ensure his respect- 
able entry into the kingdom, he borrowed i;100,000 from 
our Treasury, which *tlie ministry advanced as a matter 
of policy."^ Money was early his difficulty, ind to obtain 
it he had recourse to a loan, which, negotiated by the 
great firm of Baring, issued in a successful financial 
operation, but one that looked by no iiK^ins prosperous 
when, aso was shortly to be the case, Louis and his 
famil\’ were once more in exile. 

Meantime matters look dark enough in Paris. The 
scowling looks of the late Imperial Guards as they 
escorted the^ving into his capital were not unobserved 
by Metternich, who duly noted that unwelcome sign of 
the times. 

The British Government took measures to ascertain 
the state of feeling all over France, and their in- 
formation Avas such as ])y no means Avould liaA-e led 
them to aid in restoring the Bourbons if any stable 
^alternative had been at hand, inasmuch as, after allowing 
a reasonable scope for opinion, there was clear evidence 
of indifference toAvards the person of the Sovereign, [ 
absolute hatred toAvards his brothers, and, above all, 


Lord Bexley’s Papers, 


+ Ibid. 
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general military uneasiness amongst the unrctlufjd 
military force. • 

A few months later, anti it was feared in England 
and conlideutly bclieve'd in Franco that Napoleon’s 
return would bo hailed with delight i5 many of the 
provinces. 

Such was the condition of the very artery of Europe 
when its combined sagacit}' met in conference at Vienna.- 
Such the field on which the talents and popularity ^ 
Lord Castlcreagh were to serve England so well. 

The Emperor Alexander, to commence with, had 
peculiar views as to Poland. The remaining portion of 
that unhaj)}!}' country not partitioned had, from 1807 . 
to 1813, exist -d under the title of Duchy of 'Warsaw. 
I’riissia, represented by her able minister Hardenbergh, 
was at the Congress ready to support Eussia’s desire 
to place the whole of the Duchy under Muscovite 
protection, a viceroy of Alexander’s to govern Warsaw, 
whilst what we know by the name of “ autonomy,” or 
self-government, was to be granted to the Poles of the 
disputed district. ^ 

Again, by pi’cvious arrangement, Eussia had deter- 
mined to wipe Saxony out of the map and incorporate 
her king’s territory with that of Prussia ; and to do 
so as an answer to the late alliance which Saxony 
contracted with Fra'iice, and to which her aged king 
remained faithful. To carry these and other schemes 
Alexander did not* scruple to talk of the 400,000 armed 
men^at his beck and call, and, acting in unison witfi 
Prussia* threatened the establishjnent of a fresh military 
despotism in European affairs. 
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N^lexanJer, moreover, Avent so far as to jialt 280,000 
of this boasted host in Poland, prepared for war as an 
eventuality. , 

Had not Lord Castlereagh seeli through those schemes 
they might h^ve passed muster unchallenged, but in 
unison with Talleyrlind and Metternich he brought about 
an alliance between England, Austria, and France, which, 
binding the tAvo countries to act together should necessity 
compel, led 'to a prevalence of a more compromising 
spirit even in the counsels of the imjjcrious Czar. In 
the first place, this timely protest brought about the 
admission of France, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, and 
ultimately of the Roman pleuipotciitiarics into Congress, 
Avithout 'A'liose presence Alexander desired that the 
deliberations might proceed. 

The Russians were prepared for English and Austrian 
opposition, but -not for that of Fi’ance, but nevertheless 
appeared unabashed in face CA-en of the triple alliance 
AAuth Avhich Lord Castlereagh confronted them. 

It is to this day uncertain Avhether reneAved conflict 
could have been avoided but for Na])oleon’s return from 
Elba uniting all in a common cause, AA'hile it seems 
more than probable that an embittered struggle Avould 
earlier have commenced, but for Lord Castlereagh’s 
statesman -like address. And the more credit should fall 
to the share of the British plenipotentiary inasmuch as 
we now know how various Avere the messages from the 
Home Government desiring the protection of differing 
Interests, such as S&xony and the slave trade, but at the 
same time explaining Uiat, above all things, pfflace was 
the object which England should prize most dearly. 
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Lord CasUereagh, bent on securing liberty for Eurc^>e 
and peace for the world, courteously but firmly took up 
ground ac^'erse to Alexander, and yet as Mettemich * 
complained, held aloof from the entire scheme of pohcy 
desired by that diplomatist. ' 

No perfect arrangement could poSsibly ensue out of 
such elementary confusion, but Lord Castlereagh knew 
that Alexander’s self-will had, on a previous occasion, 
yielded to the force of circumstances. The Russian 
Emperor had desired to elevate Bernadotte to the French 
throne, and backed his opinion with a pertinacity equal 
to tliat displayed in forwarding newer political schemes. 

Ho had then concurred in the general resolve, and, , 
as Castlereagh judged, Avould do so once more. ' 

But one power was in the English plenipotenlitiry’s 
hands. It was that of the purse, which, although the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer besought him to use 
sparingly, must bo held to have tended considerably to 
calm the troubled waters. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer writes to Lord Castlereagh at the end of April 
1814, saying that he had obtained large sains of money 
in cash and bills, procured through a Jew house of 
large and extensive connection on the Continent, ' of the 
name of Rothschild. He adds that the public and 
Parliament “ are highly elated, and I think more 
satisfied than elated.*” 

Again, later in the year. Lord Castlereagh gets a 
let^r from the same authority, impressing on him the 


Prince Metternicli’s Autobiofiraphff, 
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importance of the peaceful settlement then threatencfl 
by conflic^ng circumstances. 

“ I consider,” says Mr. Vansittart, “the repewal of a 
Continenal war at all like that we have lately concluded 
as absolutely impracticable for some years. As the 
foreign powers werd circumstanced he believed there to 
be more mendee than danger in the situation at Vienna.” 
“ But the great point,” he says, “ is to secure the 
present peace* of Europe. We are not responsible as to 
Saxony.” The question of Naides he recommended 
should be passed lightly over.’ 

In another letter he adds : “ I have strongly insisted 
. on the necessity of prcseiwing peace, not from any 
despondency with regard to our resources whenever the 
defehce or honour of the country may require their 
exertion, but from a conviction that after such a con- 
tinuance of exertion this nation requires repose, and 
could onlj’ be aroused by some e.rtraordinarij emergency. 
An interval of peace would strengthen our finances if 
properly improved.” Much was done in the short Peace 
of Amiens, and might be done at the moment if 
England could only close her American contest, which. 


The fact being Miu’at was in possession with an Austrian 
gii*aranteo. Dangerous as was liis position to Europe, it might be 
impossible to remove him without a renewal of war. Whatever 
may be urged on Murat’s behalf, in conseqTience of tlio acceptance 
of his indispensable aid by the allies when they invaded France in 
f818. Great Britain had previously incurred a debt of gi-atitude to 
her old and faithful ally the Bourbon king, which might well lead 
Mr. Vansittart to advise diplomatic silence. Murat himself solved 
the problem by joining Napoleon in 1816. 
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if persisted in, would* as the writer believed, lead to a 
separation aihongst the states themselves. , 

Two of the eventualities alluded to in this letter were 
destined to be soon realised. Peace was signed with 
America at Ghent on the very day alfter which the 
above was penned, viz. December 24th, 1814.* Jhe 


' Tlic early stages of tlic American contest bad not redounded 
to the fame of England’s naval reputation. American frigates of 
superior size and more modern build, injured British commerce 
and on the whole prevailed in conflict over their rivals. Two 
cau.scis seem to have tended towards these conditions — one being 
the long and deliberate preparation made by our American cousins 
for the special description of conflict in which they were to engage, 
and the other the advantage given by the numbe” *of skilled 
Ihiglishmen who enrolled themselves under the stars and ‘sk’ipes. 
Time does not here allow of i)robing the cause of this defection, 
but it existed, and together with an improvement jn small-arm 
shooting, caused by constant practising at a mark, the American 
frigate of this class became, not only equal Mn seamanship, 
but superior in strength and fighting-power to any one given 
assailant. 

This inequality was rendered more equal when, after bitter 
experience, the British Admiralty turned their attention towards 
the remedy of defects in navaf teaching and structure. The issue 
of such combats as those between the Shannon and Chesapeake and 
tlic Vhahe and Essex {ride James’ Xaral llistorj/) reflected credit on 
the British navy, who at one and the same time were engaged in 
neutralising the eflbrts of Napoleon and his allies, and competing 
on advantageous terms with the smart sailorship of the rising 
Western Bower. 

On land, an equality was on the whole sustained between the 
rival forces. 

. 'Hic British victory by General Boss at Bladensburg on 24th 
Augu^ 1814, and the subsequent capture of Washington, being 
equalised* by the chock suffered at New Orleans later in the war 
(8th January 1815,) 
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extraordinary emergency we know to have subsequently 
arisen in .Europe, and demanded British patience and 
resource to combat its dangers. 

A letter of surpassing interest is extant amongst Lord 
Bexley’s paper#, which, showing Lord Castlereagh’s views 
and displaying his ‘energy at a crucial moment of the 
Congress, mdy not he out of place here. 

Moreover, its historical value is undoubted. Writing 
io the Chancellor of the Exchequer from Vienna on 
November the llth, 1814, Lord Castlereagh speaks as 
follows : — 

“ If the Emperor of Russia shall persist in refusing 
to acknowledge his treaties, or to treat in pursuance of 
them d Ifithniahle, I shall have no difficulty in stopping 
that* 'demand,’^ provided that I can secure the Low 


The guarantc*e of tlic lUissiaii debt to Holland, a debt inciuTcd 
by the Empress Catherine in 1788, through Hope of Aiasterdam 
(eighty million florins.) 

In 1812, when war with Nax)oleon was declared, Itussia desired 
England should take charge of this debt. The request w as refused 
then, but in 1814, in return fur the guarantees ft»r Flemish 
independence, Eussia succeeded in gfiining lier point. Mr. Herries’ 
biographer, in vol. ii. p. 135, has proved Lord Liverpool'.s repugnance 
to this arrangement, wdiilst the letter we now quote evidences the 
objections felt by Mr. Yansittart. 

Mr. Herries biographer well observes that the practical effect of 
the arrangement w^as only the transfer of a loss sustained by some 
Dutch capitalists to English taxpayer^. 

Tlie intense importance of securing Alexander’s friendship and 
with it the peace of the world, can alone justify what Mr. E. 
iierries, in his excellent life of his fatJier, stigmatises ffs .a 
questionable engagement. He adds, as a significant fact, that a 
few months after this agreement was made a Kussian* loan was 
raised at Amsterdam. 
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Countries against his drms and his intrigues ; but if. his 
Imperial Majtisty shall change his tone and^ make a 
reasonable arrangement of treaties on the side of 
Poland, if lie shall allow the other Eunopean arrange- 
ments to be equitably settled, including th^e of Holland, 
and alter his tariffs besides, then, my dear Vansittart, 

I must come upon you for my pound of fl^h ; or if I 
cannot stop his power upon the Vistula, and it break 
loose and can'y all before it to tlrc Meuse^ I cannot, 
answer for the <-ousequonces. I only beg you will 
believe I shall do my best to save your purse. The 
engagement with Holland shall be no obstacle to this 
as I had rather give the Prince of Orange something 
more to defend and fortifv the Low Countries than ‘ 

C t 

assist the credit of a Calmuck prince to overturn 
Europe,” 

The ends and aims described in this letter 'were not 
all attained, but the general scope of Castlereagh’s 
intentions are here placed before us. 

It is well kno-wn that the outcome resulted in compro- 
mise, Saxony was divided, but her king remained in 
possession of a smaller kin^gdom. Tlie British minister, 
moreover, was unable to save Poland from the yltimate 
absorption which must follow any autonomous subjection 
to the magic of Muscovite diplomacy ; but he at least 
ensured that the experiment should be tried in the 
shape of a national constitution conferred on the Poles 
of Warsaw and its district. 

^0 former conduct of France after Tilsit, together * 
with the experiences of her children in the war of 1812 , 
had alienated Poland from Napofeon, and many of her 
n. 9 
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people looked towards Alexander as a deliverer. Sip^h 
having Ijeen the passing feeling, we, musl allow that a 
fair arrangement was effected, which afterwards allowed 
the Poles in * 1830 to resist Russian armies for six 
months, and^ not to succumb until Prussia joined in 
suppressiim of their liberties. Lord Castlereagh was 
from the ^t strongly in favour of an independent Polish 
State between Russia and Prussia, but agreed to the 
‘above compromise’for the purpose of unity and peace 
in congress. The fortress of Thorn was, however, to 
be dismantled, and Cracow, with 01,000 souls, erected 
into an independent Republic. 

Austrian supremacy was also re.stored in Italy and the 
south ‘of Germany. The Genoese Republic merged in 
Pfigflmont, and a general acquiescence in the status ijao 
elsewhere arrived at. The question of Genoa was long 
debated amongst those disposed to look with unfriendly 
eye on the*Treaties of 1814. 

Lord W. Bentinck, when about to approach the place 
with a British force, issued a proclamation calling on 
the inhabitants to rise against the French, promising 
them liberty if they did so! It appears, however, that 
the -Genoese remained silent until the British operations 
seemed likely to be successful, and then sent a deputation 
^ to concert measures with their deliverers. 

“ How then, asked the opponents of the definitive 
Treaty, “ can the subsequent annexation to Piedmont 
be justified ? ” Lord Liverpool averred in Parliament 
that Lord W . Bentinck had alone power to estaffh.:h a 
Provisional Government, and that he had acted on his 
own responsibihty whilst undertaking more. This was 
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4 i--,*case similar to thaf which occurred in 1879 and 1880 
in Afghanistan, wiien the general in command was 
desiix'd by the Home and Indian Governments, to 
promise permanent British protection toihe inhabitants 
and merchants of certain conquered terAories, but the 
British commander had^aken on himself a decision 
which the allies wore alone competent tc^ecide on. 
Lord Han’owby, in one of his statesman-like speeches, 
convinced the House of Lords that Government wertf^ 
but carrying out the foreign policy of Mr. Pitt, who 
always upheld the wisdom of a juncture between Genoa 
and Piedmont — a project carried out, as we have else- 
where observed, to the profit of ultimate Italian unity. 
It will be seen, on reading the debates in Parkament,-* 
that Lord Castlereagh was not personally responsible 
for dispositions resolved on in council at home, and 
stamped — as they alone could be — by the ap'proval of 
cur allies in congress. 

That the European outlook became peaceful, was, 
however, almost entirely owing to his tact and discretion, 
an averment which, acting on the dictum of Demos- 
thenes, that “ repetition ehsures attention,” we do not 
hesitate to state here as elsewhere. ^ ^ 

These arrangements, although mapped out in the 
minds of the British ministers, and favourably" received 
at Vienna, were not entirely decided on when, on the 
suggestion of Lord Harrowby, Lord Castlereagh re- 
turned to England, and was replaced by the Duke 
of Jl^’ellington. . • 

Informg.tion of the most decided character had 
reached Jffis Majesty’s ministers* to the effect that a 

9 * 
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conspiracy was afoot amongst ofiScers of the French arffl^',’ 
having fer its object the assassinatio,n of the Duke of 
Wellington, who at the time was English ambassador in 
Paris. / 

He himseu, although no+ informed as to detail-;, 
afterwardai^dmitted that it was probable that he might 
have been laid violent hands on, and possibly detained, 
if resident in Paris when the Empire was temporarii; 
restored. • 

At Vienna, as Mettemich tells us, WeliingtenS 
demeanour was one of acquiescence in Castloreagli’s 
conclusions. 

"When the Foreign Secretary returned to his Par- 
’ liamenla*-y duties in England, on March 0th, 1815, the 
wllole House of Commons rose as he entered.' There 


Several Controverted matters, sncli as the transference ol 
Norway from Denmark to Sweden, had been previously lullj 
debated. 

There was one voice silent on this occasion, that 't Mr. Wilbcv- 
force, who was at first intensely dissatisfied with the an-angeuien; - 
as to the slave trade. ^ 

“ J can assure my noble friend, however.” said the philahlJii' ]>ist 
“that if I liave not been able to concur- in the salutations with 
which he has been welcomed on his rctm-n, it is not from any want 
of personal cordiality.” Judge, then, what must have been 
‘Wilberfor'-e’s satisfaction when, after Louis XVITI. was a second 
time restored, in 1815, the following arrived from Lord Castlureagh. 
who UTote from Paris ; — ‘ 

“ I have the gi-atification of acquainting you that the long- 
desired object is aacomplishcd, and that the present melWiger 
carries to Lord Liverpool the unqualified and total abohtion of the 
slave trade throughout the dominions of France.” * 

Well might Wilberforce say, after hearing from Lord Castle'* 
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^jih a wonderful unanimity of sentiment existing as to the 
value of his ^reaj services, both in securing^ the first 

reagli’rt own •lips the character of liis effoi^s at Vienna and 
elsfwliere : — “ I believe all done that could be do^ie.” — Lif^ <J 
Wifhrrfnrre. • * 

The followin^^ letter of Lord g^astlereagh s Irom Vici^na has Ueen 
transcribed from the Bexley Papers because its conUnts bear up.ni 
more than one controverted point. Written just before the 
minister left the Congress, it contains additional proof of his 
independent and firm resolve to remain until the critical point of^ 
tlie main negotiation was past. 

Professor Burrows’ contention — in Imjtcnal Kn4fland — that behind 
Lord Castlereagh, and influencing his conduct at the Congress, 
stood the figure of the great Duke, can scarcely be maintamed 
wJien it is shown that Lord Castlereagh did not surrender the 
threads of diplomacy to tlie greatest of British general!* until an* 
unravelmeiit had been effected. Again, the minister’s diffi^uhies 
as to tlie slave trade are brought prominently forward, and show 
his (‘xertions to have deserved the recognition finally bestowed by 
Mr. Wilborforcc Thirdly, the letter adduces additional evidence 
c)f the financial difficulties which made pcat*e urgent for 
Eiighind • — 

“ Vienna, January 30th, 1815. 

“My dear Vansittart, 

“ As we shall so soon meet, I shall only thank you in a few 
words for your most interesting ^’cport upon our financial state, the 
difficulties of which it is impossible to disguise, but which you look 
at with your usual spirit. 

“ I flatter myself you will not begrudge my Portuguese douceur. 
In getting Portugal over the equator we have carried a great point. 

1 am sorry to find from Ti^lleyrand’s note in our letter of yesterday 
tliat France recoils from Cape Formosa to Cape Three Points, and 
Spain is yet in our way. It is thenceforth of vital consequence 
to obtain this standard of abolition from the chief slave-trading 
Po’ of the three. • • 

“ I ligve seen Labrador’s instructions, and am sorry to see a 
rof/nl /)/v)w^?^^ 3 tatcd tp have been given to the Spanish colonists, 
‘^tliat the King woul^ccure to them the trade for eight years. 
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peace of Paris, and soothing the violent passions rampaiTt 
at iVieni^^. . 

Much had been earned for us through th^e suavity of 
demeanour ai^ gentleness of ’disposition which, com- 
bined with S dignity equaf to the magnitude of the 
occasion,* had helped to p]»omote that personal good 
feeling without which the deliberations of the congress 
never could have issued in success, 
r The wo A itself has stood the test of time. One blot 
has been felt to be the conjunction of Pmman Catholic 
Belgium with ultra Protestant Holland, of a people cold 
in temperament with one French in sympathy and 
ardent in strength of imagination. 

\yj[t was effected in order that if France should again 
desire the coveted seaboard belonging to the Low 
Countrie^s, Antwerp and the Scheldt should not be seized 
without a war arising, in which German intf'rests would 
be arrayed against the invaders. 

The speech in which Lord Castlereagh justified his 
action in Congress to Parliament and his countrjnnen. 
should be studied for a due understanding of the 
intricacies that were shelved if not solved at Vienna. 

“ In tlic present state of tlic main negotiations, which you will 
perceive is at the most cntiuil jniint, and, until I see the Duke of 
Wellingtor, I cannot fix tlic precise tune for my departure, but it 
shall not be unnecessHrily jirotracted. 

“ Believe me, dear Vansittart, 

“ Faithfully yours, 

• “ CastlereaS^^” 

It is impossible to lu-gci, after perusing the above, that tl*e critical 
stage of negotiation was attained under oihq^ auspic^f*than that of 
the Foreign Secretary. 
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When he spoke, the shadow of a purposeless war had not 
altogether beto removed — of a war for territorial gain 
on the part of those who had assembled to halm the 
already troubled waters. .The British Legislature allowed 
the justice of his pleadings, and co:jdo-ned short- 
comings which they judged to be the results oj' inherent 
and irremovalde causes. lie had done whajt man could 
to arrest the tide of French and Spanish opinion in 
favour of what proved but a gradual extinction of slavery... 
The blot was destined to deface the escutcheon of the 
world for some few years, but the demonstration put 
forward on England’s behalf at Vienna, dealt a death-blow 
to the admitted slur on humanitv which, so far as France 
is concerned, was retained by the Bourbons simply and* 
solely because the Fi-ench King’s majority in the House 
of Jh'crs dejiended on the We.st Indian interest, which 
was, commercially speaking, paramount at the lime. 

So rested matters in Europe when the. news of the 
return from Elba cemented the alliances formed at 
Vienna. The action of Prussia, Austria, and Russia 
appears to have been not only decided but simultaneous,* 
and if the Duke of Wellington had to await orders from 
home, their purport could scarce!}' be doubtful. 1 

Not even the hesitation of Lord Wellesley could arrest 
the tide of determination which set in. The liberties 
of Europe should be preserved at all hazards. Moreover, 


"^Prince Mettcrnich’s Auiohiotirnithy, 

t The Duke liad an option loft him ol* remaining at Vienna* 
or heeJUin^, the army in tlie Notlu'rhiiids . — Wellington Despatches, 
vol. ix. " 
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Ijord Grenville and tlie bulk of Opposition were at one- 
with the nation on this point. ^ ' 

The cliaracter of government devised by Napoleon 
on his return from Elba was. adapted to the altered 
circumstances* of the case. ^Ele had observed the im- 
portance »given to the slav,e -trade and its abolition, 
both by Lord Castlereagh at Vienna and in the British 
Parliament. With a stroke of his pen he abolished the 
,''system in French colonies. Anxious to gain the tolerance 
of the English Government, he foreshadowed an era of 
peace, and openly regretted the former molestation of 
individual Englishmen when travelling in his domains.* 
With the loss of little or none of his former vigour, 
'he appear, s to have taken a more statesman -like view of 
the situation than he held during the earlier days of the 
war, when fulminating vengeance against the British 
press and people. Like a A^ast majority of foreigners, 
Napoleon had long misunderstood the British Constitu- 
tion, and imagined that all the dissatisfaction expressed 
with our own ministers represented a corresponding 
sympathy with the nation’s enemies. There is, how- 
ever, ground for believing that in 1815 a truce might 
have’begn arranged with the Empire in consequence 
of the momentary disposition of its ruler, inasmuch as the 
antecedent impossibility of such tolerance no longer, from 
a British point of view, existed. .Neither religion, the 
rights of property, nor the framework of our English 
Constitution were assailed. Unfortunately for Napoleon’s 
fcause, it seems that the other potentates were resold 


Lord Bexley's Papers. 
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to proceed to immediate extremities,* even i£ tl;e 
British Government had been induced to concur in the 
establishment of a volcanic system across the Channel. 

The conversation at . St. Helena with Admiral Sir 
Pultency Malcolm t contains a query of th« eX-Emperor’s 
as to the reason why we yefused his 'overtures on that 
occasion. Malcolm promptly reminded hina of his own 
opportunities thrown away at Chatillon, in 1814, to 
which he made no adequate reply. • • 

The fact appears to have been that at Chatillon he 
believed his situation in France depended on the non- 
sacriliccof territory, but that after the humiliations of 1814 
they welcomed back the man who, of all others, seemed 
most likely to restore Freuch power and influence. . ' 

Unfortunately for Napoleon and his assumed desire 
for peace, Murat commenced his attack from Naples 
upon the Austrians coincidentally with the return from 
Elba. Accompanied as this event was witlr a Napoleonic 
proclamation to the Italians, calling upon them to rise 
against the hated Tedeschi, there was certainly excellent 
cause for the general disbelief in the possibility of quiet 
whilst Napoleou ruled ovel’ France. 

The Duke of Wcllhigton immediately sot. out for 
Belgium, whore the nucleus of an English army 
was already assembled. It was intended, to use 
Lord Liverpool’s w«rds, to draw a military girdle 
around Napoleon, the circle of which should be 
constantly lessening in size. England’s first thought, 


* P^ce Metternich’s ^titohiography. 
t ]/fUington Des-jmtches. 
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however, was for the defence of Belgium and the Low 
Countries. ^ ' 

Louis having retired to Ghent, the govern- 

ment straiglitwa^ fell into Napoleon’s hands, *and a levy 
en masse wa^ psoposed for the defence of France. 

Peojde interested in the question have wondered how, 
after the decimation of whole corps d'armce, which 
accompanied the campaign of 1812, and the stupendous 
jlosses attenclaut on tliat of 1813-11, there should yet 
remain men to start up as if by magic at the Emperor's 
bidding. 

The heart of the French people was, howevm’, so 
intensely national, if not Napoleonic, that at this crisis 
bf their* histoiy they did not dream of holdiug back, and 
the materials were to hand iii consequeu-ce of a ge neral 
marrying and giving in marriage, which occurred 
amongst the youth of the country, to avoid the* earlier 
conscriptions* of the l>irectory. The llower of France, 
young and old, was indeed assembled on the plain of 
\Vaterloo. 

The British Government, fully prepared for the 
course of events by information laid before them, 
w'ere ' re^dy with a policy. Lord Castlereagh despatched 
Lord Harrowby on a two-fold mission. He was to 
learn from the Duke of Wellington at Brussels his 
views on the situation, and on reluming to see Louis 
XYIII. at Ghent, and to persuade him to make a 
royalist demonstration in the south of France, where 
^t least loyality to» the Bourbons was known to e*ii5t. 
The replies of the Duke were satisfactory on all points. 
He remained confident as to the finah^esult, and had 
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himself concerted m*easures with Marshal Blucher for 
the defence *of so that together their forces 

would form the riglit wing of the great allied armies. 

His financial arrangements were as well conceived 
as were the military •dispositions, a«d’ throughout 
the dealings with Mr. llysenhageu, t*he financial agent, 
the Duke’s business qualities come • prominently 
forward. 

Such were the difficulties of paying in coin other thai'^ 
that of the country, that it was resolved with Louis 
XYIlI.’s consent, to coin French Louis d’Or in London 
for the purpose.” This was done at Mr. Kosenhagen’s 
suggestion. The Duke quite concurred, and saw that 
money would be saved to the State by the . operation* 
talked of the Dutch love of a shilling, and declared 
that his Furop. in financial expenses had led iiim ;>» look 
upon the Hanoverians f as closer in money matters than 
any other nation. Finally His Grace was obliged to 
consent to feed 150,000 Prussians and set their cost 
against the subsidy which the English Government had 
agreed to pay. According to the British accountant 
the Prussian system of pillage was previously such that 
it killed the goose with golden eggs, and spread 
desolation around them. 

Practically, therefore, the armies assembled in the 
Netherlands were in ilirect British pay. 

Moreover, the J Treaty of Concert at Vienna had 

> Eosciiliagcii's coiTcspoiideiico with the Chancellor of the 
Excligquer. 

f Lord ley’s (Correspond nice 

\ Lord Bexley’ , Papers, 
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previously bound us to grant subsidies of five million 
pounds sterling to the three allied PpwerS. England 
was likewise bound to bring herself into the field 150,000 
men, or pay for deficiency .£*20 for each horseman and 
£30 for each foot soldier ; and%these facts are stated here 
in order that Englishmen reac^ng tliis book may realise 
what efforts iheir country made to gain the long peace 
of thirty-nine years, the benefit of wliich most of us 
^ave personally received. 

Lord Harrowby took Ghent on his return journey, 
and presented the English project of arousing the 
southern provinces. Louis XVIIL, however, not being 
of an energetic disposition expressed a decided opinion 
in favoulr .of remaining quiescent himself. When the 
opportunity afforded he proposed to throw himself 
into Dunkirk, where he believed he should be able to 
maintain his position, and so form the extreme right of 
the allied army. 

The English Government had received news from the 
south of France which might have justified the King’s 
appearance there, but Lord Harrowby failed to persuade 
the royal waiter upon Providen'ce. 

The peculiar nature of the country between Brussels 
and the sea allowed the flooding of tracts around the 
Belgian fortress in such a manner as to render them 
unapproachable. Thus the obvious project of turning 
the British right and finally cutting Wellington off 
from the sea became subject to delg,y, and was never 
Attempted. • 

Lord Castlereagh appjears always to have gajjgeff this 
important means of defence, and in his after negotiations, 
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as he had previously done at Vienna, kept the forlifica 
tion of the Low Countries prominently before the allies. 
Napoleon was, therefore, constrained to concentrate his 
arm}*^ on tfie more eastern frontier, altiiough the Duke 
of "Welhngton by posting. 20,000 men oji 'his extreme 
right at Hal, prepared for a contingency which was to 
the last moment possible. By so doing,, however, his 
effective force at Quatre Bras and Waterloo was 
weakened, inasmuch as the troops 'at Hal never reached_^ 
the scene of conflict. 

Any detailed account of the Waterloo campaign would 
be si>pcrfluous in face of the ground having been 
traversed again and again by distinguished authors 
French and British. But the interest of the drama 
can never pale. 

Lord Bexley’s papers contain some letters from Mr. 
Rosenhagen, comptroller of army accounts with the 
Duke’s army in Belgium. Their contents are all 
interesting, but the pith of a note sent to England the 
day after Waterloo is worth recording : — “ I cannot help 
writing two lines telling w'hat I have learned as to 
yesterday’s battle. The Ouke’s personal exertions w'ere 
incredible, everybody except himself despaired* One of 
his aides-de camps told me this morning that he took 
up a position on a ridge, from which he declared that he 
would never move, and never did move but in triumph.” 

Truly personal evidence none the less valuable that 
its publication has been long delayed. Well might 
Mfetternich speak of the British leader’s iron resolu- 
tion.* ]^r. Rosenhagen goes on to say, “ Poor Sir 
William Delaney, with whom and whose bride I dined 
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the other day, is mortally wounded.* The French are 
enraged beyond belief. A prisoner opposite this house 
provoked'a soldier to bayonet him, by his cries of 
‘ Vive rEmperei:4 ’ this morning,” Tlie barlTarilv of the 
latter action ^trikes the ree^der with just horror, and 
prove how.murdei' may pass unchallenged when under 
the aegis of vry the vilest passions of mankind become 
unchained. 

• At this distance of time there is ample scope to pay 
a just due to the shattered chivahy of France on that 
awful 18th of June. Death was in many instances 
sought in preference to a return, defeated and dis- 
honoured, to their homes. Such feelings as these were 
•T^’orthy -of the compatriots c»f Heniy IV. No matter 
that from small fault of the poor soldiers, society had 
become disorganised, and the genius of Napoleon alone 
remained able to gather around it the grander elements 
in each class* 

Towards the close of the great battle, when a 
British regiment had formed square to receive cavalry, 
a solitary horseman was seen approaching. Shrouded 
in a military cloak this officer urged his grey horse 
on to tlm bayonets of the English, and, after maiming 
several of his opponents, met the death he sought. 
His watch was picked up by an officer’s servant after 
the battle, and being of peculiar French make, was 
preserved as a memento. The name and rank of the 


In the Army <in(t Xavy Mayazine for February 1881, will bo 
found Lady Delaney’s touching account of the circums^jiiceB under 
which she became a widow at the age of 20. 
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ill-fated Varrior were lost to fame in the melee^ that 
ensued, but* the tale was only that of many others 
who could not bear to face the shame of ‘defeat or 
witness the troubles of their beloved Emperor. 

No subsequent conflict, has robbed \Yaterloo of its 
interest as having been attended by decisive European 
results such as never before or since have ensued. 
Kingdoms and dynastys have depended upon the result 
of a charge or the defection of a ‘battalioix, but on nc 
other occasion did the fate of so many nations rest on 
one event as when the Prussians struggled through 
those almost impassable roads to succour AYellington’s 
hard-pressed battalions. 

Happy, moreover, the warriors or diplom^ti«ts who, 
after the cessation of war, can look forward to a 
peace of the duration which then dawned on the world. 

The results of Waterloo brought negotiations once 
more u])on the tapis. Lord Castlereagh was again 
despatched to Paris, and kept up communication with 
his colleagues at home. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer wrote deprecating 
the idea of France making payment in colonial posses- 
sions, because, as a future preventative of war, it was 
desirable that the nation should have something to lose. 
He further recommended a money contribution being 
charged as indemnity to the allies, on the ground that 
an addition to the French National Debt was on the 
whole desirable and tended to stability. Napoleon 
coflld never have waged w'ar on sp immense a seal®, 
and have continued the struggle with Great Britain for 
so many years, had he not originally begun with a clear 
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balance sheet. The extracts given*from Mr. Vansittart’s 
letters to the Foreign Secretary will isonvince all 
observers* of the shrewd and statesman-like good sense 
possessed by one whose inability to speak in public, with 
force and p*ow<ir, shrouded qualities known and appre- 
ciated by ‘his colleagues during many years of official 
life. • 

Lord Castlereagh’s efforts in Paris were renewed 
,with all their former vigour. He struggled for and 
obtained promise of slave abolition in the French 
colonies, whilst with fuU acquiescence of other pleni- 
potentiaries he demanded of the French Government 
restitution of pictures and works of art taken during 
the war.. This, although resisted by Talleyrand, was 
finally conceded. The bronzed horses returned to St. 
Mark’s, Venice. The Pope received back his priceless 
statuary, and the “ Descent from the Cross ” resumed 
its old position in Antwerp Cathedral.* 


By tlie second Treaty of Paris, signed on November 20tli, 
1815, Great Britain ceded to Franc^; all colonics, fisheries, factories, 
and establishments, as they were possessed by licr on January 1st, 
1792, bnt.Du the condition that the slave trade was to cease. 

The disregard for ethnological considerations which accom- 
panied the delivery of the Lombardo- Venetian territory to Austria, 
had not, however, even former unbroken traditional possession to 
recommend its adoption. 

From 1748 to 1797, it is true, the Hapsburghs held Lombardy, 
but not Venetia, over which they never ruled until in 1797, when 
,Buonaparte bestowed a part of that province upon Austrii% and 
annexed the rest to the Cisalpine llcpublic. 

Hence the dissatisfaction which the decision of the Congress of 
Vienna engendered. We have, however, in extenuation of their 
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Although the Bourbons returned to the throne,- the 
permanence oT Loiiis XVlII/s rule was doubted by all 
who had opportunities of inquiring ii|to the state of 
French feeling. The lovh for Napoleon was hj no means 
extirpated, but existed t6 a great ^ exi^nt amongst 
the poorer people. Tha officers of the army were 
likewise discontented, and if desirous of posi?essing their 
honours in peace, desired to enjoy them under a martial 
government. The Bourbons appear* to have had no real 
hold on the people’s hearts, and it certainly does redound 
considerably to the King’s credit that at his death, eight 
years distant, he should be enabled to bequeath a crown 
to his successor. The peasantry by no means believed 


conduct, blit to picture what conditions 'were probably put forward 
by ^letteniicli and the Emperor Francis during the ominous pause 
ai'Lcr Bautzen in 1813. • 

Aiuuiigst thorn, doubtless, was the restoration of the Italian 
provinces to Austria, in default of which Napoleon’s son-in-la’w, at 
the head of 50,000 available men, would have straiglitway thrown 
his weiglit into the scale agaiiibt the allies, and ultimately have 
brought to bear a still larger 

The Austrians, however, continued to incur immediate unpopu- 
larity, and so draw attention to the undesirability of tlfe Italian 
settlement, which, substituting King Log in the person of the 
Emperor Francis, for King Stork in the person of the Emperor 
Napoleon I., brought no relief to the national aspirations for 
independence. 

It is likewise a fact that wherever the Austrian army passed, 
their name became a bye- word for indiscipline, so that distress 
and misery marked the track both of their advance and retreat. 

This, ^loreovcr, is fully proved in Lord Bexley’s communications 
with foreign agents ii» 1814, and explains much after-prejudice, 
otherwise without apparent foundation. 


II. 


10 
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• / 

that Napoleon was lost to them for ever. His absence 
they thought was but temporary,' and that he would most 
certaiply return/ 

He would never, they declared, have been originally 
overcome by* the allies in ‘ 1814, but for the base 
desertion of the Austrian Eipperor, whose very name 
was execrated amongst them 

The spectacle of their Emperor a fugitive, parted from 
his wife aifd child, was of itself calculated to stir the 
warm French blood of those who forgave their late ruler 
all his shortcomings because he had sustained the glory 
of France. 

' The English ministry were thus placed in an invidious 
position when called on to undertake the custody of 
Napoleon. 

It was necessary practically to imprison him, because 
at forty-seven, in the full vigour of manhood, he was 
capable, if life had been spared to him, of creating a 
revolt in France for twenty years to come, and England’s 
ministers thereby incurred the odium consequent on 
having the custody of this spoiled child of fortune, a 
reaction in whose favour was'certain sooner or later to 
arise. •• 

A midshipman on board the Bellerophon recounted to 
the writer that famous scene at Plymouth — the crowds 
of boats and the delusive cheers of the people, calculated 
as they were to create false hopes in the bosom of the 
fallen hero. 


* Government information. — Lord Bexley’s Papers. 
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So tir^d did Napoleon get of responding tb the 
frequent callS for siglit of liis person, that he accepted 
the offer of tiiis very young niidshipinau,t who straigjitway • 
arrayed himself in the hn])erial dress, top boots and all, 
and standing on the quart*er-deck, sei^t slfoals of people 
away delighted with the, affability of England’s great 
captive. 

On the 2Gth of February 1815, the Emperor Alexander 
astonished Metternich with a fantastic prop5sal to affix • 
signatures of the allied monarchs to a document which 
has become historical. 

It pul’portcd to bind the sovereigns to regulate their 
conduct by the principles of religion. Alexander was 
exceedingly attached to the idea, which had been con- 
certed with a lady of the name of Krudener, who 
possessed an influence over him. Metternich treated 
the matter as of small moment, and, both anxious for 
peace and accustomed to Alexander’s eccentricities, 
persuaded the Emperor Francis to sign. The King of 
Prussia likewise assented. When, however, the docu- 
ment w'as brought to Lord Castlereagh, he represented 
that it was impossible tlfat he could give any such 
promise for the Prince Kegent, who subsequently, 
how'ever, affirmed his attachment to religious principles 
as applied to Government, in an independent document. 

He remained, therefore, in sympathy with his allies, 
but the poUtical importance afterwards attached to this 
famous incident was. totally unforeseen. 

* Afterwards Captain Mcllwaiue. 

* 


10 
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Such was the origin of the Holy Alliance. Apart 
from the, proved evils into which the combination of 
nations afterwards drifted, there was nothing in the 
declaration, but what was calciflated to strengthen the 
foundations o'l all government. The nation which 
forsakes religion as the mainspring of pubhc action, is 
but preparing for that inevitable descent in the scale 
which follows on unrestrained licence, scattering the 
** Atheists’ day-dreams in turmoil and social uncertainty. 

The Holy Alliance has been urged as a proof of the 
illiberal and tyrannous nature of the compacts entered 
into on behalf of Great Britain, and, to a certain' extent, 
tliis has been the result of party spirit, for although 
the Whfgs, as a whole, manfully supported Lord 
Liverpool's Government in securing peace, there were 
not wanting eminent doubters as to the tendency of 
more than one detail in the several treaties. 

4 

This feeling latterly increased, and when the internal 
state of the country became such that ministers were 
driven to take strong measures to repress expressions of 
public feeling which they deemed seditious, there then 
arose a tendency to confound' refusals of reform at home 
with th<? maintenance of a like system abroad. Conse- 
quently a reaction to a degree set in after so dazzling a 
success.. 

To illustrate the manner in which Lord Castlereagh’s 
merits would force themselves to the front, notwith- 
^ standing the above-mentioned drawbacks, take the 
case of Sir George Jackson, a young diplomatist, * who 
started to Chatillon, » prejudiced against the i’oreign 
Secretary in consequence of his brother not receiving 
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diplomatic * advancement, which friends believed the 
young man dntitl^d to* “Beware of the chiefs soft 
tongue,” sajd Mr. F. Jackson to his bi|)ther. *“ It will 
deceive you.” But what was the outcome ? Why, that 
Sir George Jackson was found declamisg 'that Lord 
Castlereagh deserved well of Europe and England.* 
These young diplomatic sparks appear to have 
considered themselves the natural enemies of their 
official superiors. First it was Bord Hawowby who 
incurred displeasure when in 1805 he superseded 
Mr. F. Jackson at Berlin in course of official duty. 
Then Lord Castlereagh was spoken of Avith contempt 
as a minister and distrustfully as a departmental 
superior, Avhilst a like measure is meted out f&r poor 
Lord Aberdeen, who, if he laid the foujidation of his 
European reputation, failed to satisfy these exigeant 
critics. Look at it from an outside point of view hoAV 
you will — whether the story comes from friend or foe, 
political opponent or partisan — the ultimate verdict, 
provided the writer or thinker had means of knowing, 
is the same, and in favour of Lord Castlereagh ’s merits, 
tact, and skill. • 

But we must draw the limit at those v^io know. 
The stigma, begotten of ignorant and assertive prejudice, 
has gone forth into divers of the poorer households, 
carried thither by magazines and popular papers pub- 
lished between 1815 and 1822, the contents of which, 
to their shame be it. spoken, have not received reprobation 


Ii. 


Bath AirhiveSy vol. ii. 
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from the Edinburgh reviewers, whose teaching has been 
most in vogue since the Reform Bill. *They at least 
kne^’ the truth,! but in their guilty silence h/ive begotten 
a re-action towards the light of truth, such as the 
coming histmiaij of ninefeenth century facts shall 
proclaim in terms which none can misunderstand. 
Lord Grenville knew l)ett''r, and by his conduct proved 
as much. 
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January 1812 to August 1822^ 


“ Such interference is inconsistent with the fundamental laws of Great 
Britain. Jt iiiu.st lead to a system of continual interference incompatible 
with European interests and the independence of nations.”— Protest against 
the iusumed right of the Holy Alliance to interfere with the internal afair^gf, i 
other nations^ 1821 . 


CHAPTEE III. 

GUARDING THE PEACE. 

HE work of the Congreafs of Vienna 
was clone so well that, writing in the 
year 1880, viz. sixty-five years after 
its dissolution, the general tenour o 
its provisipns remain. One unprovoked 
act of international illegality _has alone 
been exercised when Austria annexed the repubhc of 
Cracow in 1846. In 1831, however, 10,000 Kussians 
had previously violated its neutrality when in pursuit 
of the defeated Poles, thus setting a precedent which 
was not followed out to its logical conclusion without 
Lord Palmerston’s protest on behalf of England. • 
Tri* it is that ^ the autonomy of Central Poland, as 
represented by the Duchy of Warsaw, received extinction 
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when finally absorbed by Russia in 1831, but^ihis action 
was caused by a sanguinary and well-nigh successful 
rebellioif such would have tempted, if not justified, 
any state to annex an already half- subjected and hostile 
neighbourr , « 

The lesson to be learnt therefrom is, therefore, one of 
doubt as to. the 's\dsdom of self-government in the form 
of autonomy under the aegis of a great military power, 
such as thft doctrinaires of modem politics have set up 
in Northern Turkey, and desire to extend unbroken to 
the very gates of Constantinoj^le. 

The kingdom of Piedmont has been merged in that of 
“^#aly, so that the much-abused absorption of the Genoese 
Eepubhc.in 1815 has proved an important factor in th(i 
accomplishment of Italian independence, inasmuch as 
it seemed to increase the strength and homogeneity of 
the King of Piedmont’s dominions both in 1848 and 
1859. ^Yitkout such conjuncture Cavour would have 
possessed no sure ground for his diplomacy, and Italy 
have remained but a name to this day. 

Again, the conjuncture of the Rhenish provinces with 
Prussia made German unity possible, while the efforts to 
secure a^strong Prussia were denounced by Metternioh, 
and form the one cause of complaint he could find in 
his autobiography to charge against Lord Castlereagh. 

The separation of Holland and Belgium can scarcely 
be marvelled at by any traveller through the Low 
Countries, who there meets two totally distinct nation- 
•ahties. The even! was, however, doubtless hastened by 
the measures of the Dutch king wLo favoured sfll men 
and things appertaining to his own race. 
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In addition to the^ above-mentioned deviations from 
the settlement of^ 1814*15 France has absorbed Savoy, 
and herself surrendered Alsace and Loripine to Germany. 
Turkey in Europe has shrivelled up and Greece become 
a kingdom, whilst Austria iias lost the leading position 
in Germany. 

But, nevertheless, it would be difficult, to instance 
any other treaty that has left such a permanent influence 
on the world. 

Mr. Brougham (aftcnvards Lord Brougham) made it 
a great point of reproach — to the denunciation, more- 
over, of* which he led tlie Whig party in England — that 
Kagusa had to the detriment of British commeroial ‘ 
interests, and in spite of our traditional alliance with 
Turkey, been annexed to Austria without the con- 
currence of the people. It was certainly a strange 
freak of fortune that sixty-six years afterwards a 
British Liberal Government should send ‘their fleet to 
that very harbour for the purpose of enforcing a 
gratuitous arrangement of precisely similar character 
upon a neighbouring population. The conduct of Lord 
Castlereagh on the fornier occasion would, one can 
imagine, find warm defenders amongst those bjrought up 
to believe that the Congress of Vienna acted on false 
principles, hut one that must surely now be modified 
when considering the<course of more modern events. 

But the very disinterestedness of England’s conduct 
has been charged ^against Lord Castlereagh, for having 
forsaken her interests when neithei; was territory nor 
money claimed foj the British. The surrender of Java, 
for instance, was made to the Dulch by way of increasing 
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the wealth and power of her kingdom, and €0 helping 
to re-estabhsh the due counterf»oise on French power 
which nSture h^ given to the possession of the Low 
Countries, a policy, be it remembered, ^voured by 
Pitt. * , ^ • 

Lord Wellesley strongly affirmed in Parliament that 
commercial had been unduly subordinated to political 
considerations, but the urgency of the position must 
, stand as unreasonable excuse for the minister whose 
mission was to prevent the rekindling of war when the 
public treasury needed organisation and the nation rest. 
But the unselfishness of England on this gi<cat oc- 
iJaision will, in view of the gigantic efforts she had 
made, fenain the marvel of future generations. 

Some unpopularity has, on the other hand, attached 
to the conjuncture of England with Austria under 
Mettemich, whose later projects were, undoubtedly, 
contrary to the interests of liberty, and stigmatised as 
such by Lord Castlereagh. Therefore it is that con- 
siderable time must elapse before the Austrian statesman 
is judged without prejudice. His papers, letters, and 
memoranda, which make up the autobiography lately 
pubhshecL go to show that lie, at least, believed 
emperors and kings to exist for the sake of their people. 
Nobody can gainsay this who has read the book. It 
was the peculiar and heterogeneous condition of 
Austria which stultified the vague yearnings after con- 
stitutional freedom which Mettemicji undoubtedly once 
possessed. . 

But we desire to distinguish between Prince Metter- 
nich as the minister of Austria opposing a barrier to 
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Napoleon’s usurpations whilst guarding his country 
from revolutionary anarchy, and the Metternicl; of later 
years (as set forth in the last publiShed part -of his 
papers) Avho was himself a harrier to that, civil and 
religious liberty, Avithout the possession of which 
no community can hope for permanent and natftral 
prosperity ; betAvef'U, that is, the Metternich who induced 
Austria to join the European alliance after Bautzen in 
1813, and tlie Metternich aa'Iio desired to supplant Lord 
Liverpool’s authority in England, and substitute for 
it that of a GoA'ornment under Lord Londonderry 
and the Duke of Wellington, either of Avhom, he 
believed, Avonld prove more pliant to his will. Where- 
ever Lord Castlcreagh had separated himself from the 
constitutional maxims held by Lord LiA'erpool, at that 
point would he liaA’e forfeited the confidence of true- 
minded Englishmen ; but this, as students of Lord 
LiA'erpool’s letters are aAA-are, never occurred. Fortu- 
nately Metternich received a public rebuke from the 
subject of this memoir, which appears as a heading to 
the present chapter, even if such subservience to foreign 
influence was not contrary to every memory that the 
British minister’s friends and relations can recal. 

With the great Duke, Metternich had also sub- 
sequently to deal ofl^ially, and again found that a 
natural desire to preserve the concert of Europe sank 
into insignificance when the maintenance of our 
Parliamentary supremacy as established in 1688 wa% 
at stal^. 

But Lord Castlcreagh suffered at home in England 
from an inability to make deep maxims of foreign policy 
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popular. Thought out, as they clearly were* after long 
contemplation, and founded on the maxims of Keform 
not Revolution •at home, and integrity of ,the Empire 
abroad, 'they form a very fotint of British conduct. 
This policy, 'trabod from the outlines iuJicatcd by I'itt, 
has been grandly proclainu'd, h / Cai’-uing and acted on 
by every TTnglish ministo) wIkiso special mission was 
not— as in Lord Palmorston's case — to strike out a 
new line lor himself while desiring to reach the same 
goal. It still forms the general guide' for national 
dealing towards neighbouring nations which ]) 02 )ular 
cjpinion here demands should, on the whole, be retained, 
no majtter whether Whig or Tory he seated on the right 
of the SJieaker’s chair. 

This biographical notice is avowedly not an historical 
account of the times in which Lord Castlereagh lived, 
but simply^of the Foreign SecretaiTship which ho 
rendered so famous. Therefore it is that the allusit'ns 
to public events between 181-5 an:l 182'2 will be sjiarsa 
and fragmentary. 

The reaction after the war was seen even in 1815, 
when bread riots took idaeJe in London. They v,'ere 
productive of a savage state of public feeling, scarcely, 
however, political, for outside Lord Grenville’s house ' a 
loaf of bread was impaled with a notice affixed, on 
which was written, “ Bread or i^ood.” 

The National Debt had received an addition between 
1793 and 1815 of six hundred millions, taxation being 
enlarged from seventeen to the alarming amount of 
seventy-two millions.!* But the population had increased 

* Camelford House. f Lord’s Modem Europe, 
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iu a rat’ ,*vuthout which the nation must have "sunk 
uuc'er tl litad of accunftilated debt. 

TaliiiJ'r tjjc figures supplied at the <;ensus 1801 

e 

and J as I^asis of calculation, the increase ‘^since 

0 

the bcgi'iiiiiig of the cenhiry appear^ tg h'ave been 
consult ••.ibiv ov, r eight milhors It was destined to 
advance l)y rajiiu saide-' owing to changing conditions 
incich'iit on the wants of mod; . u civilisation. 

.if, is an axiom to which aii tlimkers hav« adhered, 
o.iat in the proportion of population exists a relative 
germ of wealth ; that is to say, therein consists the 
sinews of war whoiv.wich to defend property, and the 
labour w'ithout tlie exercise of which it could never he 
acrpiired. iNIr. Disraeli, in more than one thoughtful 
(lisquisit’on, has described the rise of a new class, in 
the shap;' (■f Uiat aristocracy of wealth which the cotton 
industry moif especially created. Itself an incident in 
iu-:,'a>iiig po]eil:ttiou the demand for a ^hare in the 
\ermueii( of the kingdom was but a logical result 
such as i\]r Pitt, in his scheme of public policy, had 
jic irly aulieip'utcd. 

That tile ancient constitution of England faithfully 
retleeti'c. tlie iut('reSLs of those originally participating 
in its benefits, no inquirer can doubt. 

That such beneficent influence was felt even through 
the domination of th^ aristocratic families, Whig or 
Tory, the comparative freedom and happiness of the 
country attest. E^ut under the fast-changing face of 
society there was daily increased inconvenience likely te 
arise, alike from egeaggerated and cruel penal laws and 
a restricted system of Parliamentary elections. That 
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our statesmen shrank from providing timtly relief to 
these rising needs and desires •is now pfetty generally 
admittetl. On the other hand, he would be a l)old man 
who presumed to condemn tlic actions of individuals 
conspicuous 63r^ie exercise ‘of statesman-like (jualities, 
which had saved the State from external attack. That 
it may one ^ay be the duty of the historian to charge 
Lord Liverpool’s administration with lack of foresight 
in this matter, it ‘is impossible not to allow, and 
Lord Russell has declared that they failed to study 
the policy of their own great leader, Mr. Pitt, when in 
times of peace he had held 2 >owcr from 1783 until 
1601. A child of the new order of things cannot in 
his tufn .throw himself fairly into the doubts and fears 
of sixty years since. Liberty, as we understand the 
term, seems to a mod(;rn Englishman the very breath 
of national life. It may, however, be permitted to 
remain opeif to doubt whether the wisdom and fore- 
thought of our rulers might not have led us through 
gradual and more educated changes to the pinnacle of 
freedom on which we stand. 

That men of Lord Castlereagh’s generation— and as 
we havajjist seen, younger men also — saw danger as 
they thought, ahead, in the possible differences between 
branches of the Legislature, and a probable predomi- 
nance of the more popular Hous'fe cannot be denied. 

Their objections, unfortunately, cannot even now be 
declared absolutely unfounded, ev^n if the disregard 
Thereof has, up 4;o a point, resulted in the greatest 
possible happiness of the many. But such senJiments 
appeared to the rising classes selfish and uncalled for. 
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The misfortune, moreover, seems to have been that 
tof^ether with* tliis^ increrasing unpopularity was included 
the details of a foreign policj"^ on the* mainteflance of 
which depended the peat-e of Europe. Those striving 
to ecpialise the natural balance of pow$r 'S’cre, by some 
at home, suspected of fostering a tyrannical system 
abroad.* 

The ideas of Alexander and Mettemich were, of 
course, unconstitutional, in the sense which •we under- 
stand the teinn, but the Conservative action in Austria 
was justified by the peculiar position in which the nation 
stood, such legitimate conservatism being limited at the 
unfortunate prevalent desire to repress popular aspiration 
abroad. , * 

Peace, and peace only, was the panacea desired for 
Austria by I'very individual acquainted with the pecu- 
liarities of her internal requirements. 

The Russian Emperor’s vague striving ’after liberty 
which he dared not kindle in practice, is absurdly 
illustrated by the question he asked of Lord Grey in 
1814. “ If I grant a Constitution to the Russian nation 


* The Duke of Buckingham, after a search through all the 
available papers of the Grenville family, states, in Court of Kwjland 
during the Uetjeney, voL ii. ^ 100, how manifest were the illusions 
fostered by prejudiced people concerning Lord Castlereagh at the 
Congress. He was said to have cringed to Kussia, but when facts 
became known it appeared that, on the contrary, he had 
persistently opposed himself to her Emperor’s fanciful schemes.^ 
Castlereagh, moreover, made a strong staiiS for Poland, and a 
stout, if more successful one, against slavery all over the world.— 
Duke of Buckingham’s Court of the Regency, 



160 FOEEIGN SECEETARIES OF THE XI«. CENTITEY. 


•will you create an Opposition for me?”« “If his 
Imperial Majesty really does desire to institute a Par- 
liament* in Russia, an Opposition will soon arise 
spontaneously,” replied the Whig leader. 

The year was one Of anxiety for Lord Castle- 
reagh. A reaction from the stupendous and long- 
sustained national efforts was taking effect alike on the 
regions of domestic politics, finance, and foreign affairs. 
The publk order iu’France rested on a slender thread, 
inasmuch as the Constitution acceded to by the King 
was but nominal. The people were never really taken 
into counsel, inasmuch as at a stroke of the pen Louis 
rerlii-ced the number of his Legislative members from 
400 t6 ‘250, and did so with the hope of securing a 
Parliament more fiivourable to his ministry.* 

The Duke of Richelieu, the French Prime Minister, 
was, however, able to inform the Duke of Wellington 
that the coufitry was in a better condition than had been 
hoped for a year ago, and so calmed the fears already 
prevalent that Europe was about to return to confusion. 
England, carrying out in action the principles of conduct 
she professed, employed Imrd Exmouth’s powerful 
MediteiT.anean fleet in an attack on Algiers, whose Dey 
had imprisoned no less than 1,200 Christian slaves. 

At home Lord Castlereagh received a welcome aid in 
the shape of Canning returni?tg to a Government 
position when, with his great powers matured and wit 
chastened by experience, he nobly agreed to let bygones 




Welliwfton Despatches, 
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be bygones, *and devote unrivalled genius to the cause 
of his countryf • 

Opposition critics were not slow to ^fisten a ‘charge 
of inconsistency on the j;wo men who had diffei-Cd so 
manifestly, and sjiccially to •taunt Canning ^witTf accept- 
ing subordinate position under his rival. 

In reply, Mr Canning averred that there, never had 
been any impassable barrier placed by events between 
the Foreign Secretary and himself, •who, wiFt a man- 
liness and generosity which he trusted he felt as was 
deserved, had offered to his ac ('ptance the seals of that 
office lift held. The feelings which had previously 
separated him from his uol)le friend were buried _fa.r 
ever. “ The very memory of them,'’ said Mr. Canning, 
was effaced from both our minds, nor can I com- 
pliment the good taste of those who would call them 
up from oblivion — surely not with the vain hope of 
exasperating differences anew, but with the* purpose of 
making a rec<mcilemcut, now of live years' standing, a 
subject of suspicion, taunt, and obloijuy.” 

What Mr. Canning would have thought of the 
rancorous penmanship since. devoted to making political 
capital out of his name as o])j)osed to Lord Castlereagh, 
let the above sentiments disclose." 


* It was in 1816 that Lord Castlereagh was led to make the 
unpopular remark as to the people's 'Kjnontnt imjiutieni i' «/' taxution. 
Tlie income-tax had been thrown out, and the Government found . 
themsolvi^ in financial difficulties from whicB thej' had lioped to 
escape. But admitting •Alison'.s plea as to the truth of Lord 
Castlereagh’s words at the moment they were spoken, we c«» 

11 


II. 
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The year 1817 was one of discontent at home. 
Whatever the cause, the fact w^s undeni;ibfe, and the 
resolutien of tl^e Government to su*spend the Habeas 
Corpils Act appears to have been taken most unwillingly 
but in ^^onsa to the wish ©f thinking men throughout 
the kingdom. Coleridge and Southey, the eminent 
poets and thinkers, both vAote to Lord Liverpool, 
representing that the crisis was acute, and although the 
former fully admitted that in all internal national dis- 
turbances consequent on times of unsettlement or war, 
the contending parties divide truth and falsehood, he 
opined, however, as a consequence, that if the^ present 
was no exception to the general rule, there existed 
likewise necessity for temperate public measures of 
restriction. 

Lord Wellesley averred, on the other hand, that the 
neglect of commercial matters in the treaties of 1814-15 
had led to « an increase of public distress, while other 
members of the Opposition demanded Parliamentary 
Reform as the required panacea to heal all evils. 


scarcely believe them conceived in tlic admirable spirit of tact and 
compromis'' which characterised tti.; leadership of tlio Conmious. 

Eathei-f we bhottld think, partakirg of the liasty impntdeuce 
which early m the century had led him to stigmatise the scene of 
Irish legislative labours — then in process of partial dennditiou and 
about to become a bankijig-house — “ !is looking like a traitor who 
had undergone the sentence of the law.” To which Curran 
replied, “ A murderer is always afraid of ghosts ” — alluding to 
Lord Castlereagh’s efforts towards effecting the Union. 

These remarks are taken from Mr. Jelining’s Anecduinl History 
of the British ParliSnent, a work which should be studied by all 
interested in the viinntue of British legislative history.— 5'AMerdotrtl 
Hktory of the British Vorhmnent, by G. H. Jennings. 
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Lord Holland, moreover, opened an attack on the 
character of J^apolcon’i; treatment at St. Helena, into 
the details connected with -which we* have elsewhere 
entered.* The heart of loyal England was 'indeed 
deeply stirred by the death of the l|elovetl'' Princess 
Charlotte, heiress to the throne. Shocked likewise, 
we may add, the countfy subsequently became when 
agitated by the domestic dissensions between the Regent 
and his Consort, so that the j'ear 1^17 passed awc.y in 
gloom and unsettlement. 

In 1818 the armies of occupation were withdravm 
from Frjincc, where matters continued to improve, not- 
withstanding that an attempt to assassinate the Du-ke 
of Wellington was actually made in Paris. This the 
result of national hatred for foreigners, did not, however, 
prevent Messrs. Baring from negotiating a loan for 
Louis XVIIl. 

In 1819 Lord John Russell came forward with his 
scheme of Parliamentary Reform, and did so when the 
country was in a condition of agitation, when the 
Sovereign was unpopular, and disturbance threatened 
all over the country. 

It is difficult, at this distance of time, when we see 
but darkly through the gathering mists of time to 
conceive adequately the immense difficulties of a 
ministry charged with the responsibility of order at this 
stage of history. 

No less an authority than Lord Balling has given an 


* See Bathurst*. 


11 
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opinion in his Historical Characters, to the, effect that 
Lord Liverpool’s administration in-1819, f«r the purpose 
of retailing oflSt^e, invented a cry of the country in 
dange"?, doing what had beoH previously llie success- 
ful practice of other ministries. A glance at the records 
of , the times will, however, convince the inquirer that 
threatening .gatherings of the lower orders were accom- 
panied by burning of hay-ricks, and other silent 
destructioB of property. Moreover, it was never 
pretended by the Parliamentary excusers of this 
dangerous spirit that the meetings were legal. Lord 
Brougham and Lord John Bussell looked at once into 


tbe^law of the matter, and decided not to allege their 
legalitj'. The fact, however, that there was a specious 
semblance of Constitutional agitation a])pondcd to the 
proclamations and addresses in question, made men, 
such as Grey, Erskine, and Lansdowne, hesitate to 
condemn aspirations for freedom of opinion, sucli as 
they themselves had spent a lifetime in asserting. 
Manhood Suffrage and Annual Parliaments might be 
out of range of a prchable, but not of a possible, 
political future. A potent , section, however, of the 
Whig p^firty both discerned danger to the State and 
expressed their fears in Parliament. Plunkett, for 
instance, saw in sedition and blasphemy disseminated 
amongst the people signs of a revolutionary project ripe 
for execution. Lord Grenville, with the_ warning of 
the French Bevolution before his^ eyes, believed the 
•distress put forward as an excuse for seditious rioting 
to be but the instrument of agit£^,tion. Agaiif, Lord 
Wellesley expressed • liimself unable to fathom the 
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dangers iE»to which such artificial excitement mig h 
carry the natfon, a,nd' declared his belief that Parliament 
had met to exercise the first of all the Uuties and rights 
of a State, viz. to protect public security. AJ/t’ogether 
it is difficult not to believe*that, but foi* the determined 
attitude assumed by Government, England might have 
drifted in 18i9 into a similar condition of* lawlessness 
such as has afflicted Ireland in 1880 and 1881. 

Such a condition of public co’nfusion, according to 
Mr. Plunkett, Lord Grenville, Lord Wellesley, and 
Mr. Wilberforce, might have been easily attained had 
Govemihent, instead of 2 >utting its foot firmly down, 
condescended to angle for popular support at *^T;he 
expense of future good-feeling between class and class. 

It seems possible, however, that one of those moments 
had in 1819 arrived when the advantages of a more 
extended franchise would have been beneficently felt. 
It is true that the shifting of the scene which must 
perforce have ensued, would, in all human probability, 
have brought with it a change of ministry, and have 
placed foreign aflfairs in other hands than those of Lord 
Castlereagh. That this should have occurred during 
his lifetime would, one may believe, have been fraught 
with some danger to the State, and the merits of his 
successors naturally reemved public confidence, through 
the degree in which they followed out his i^olicy. 

Popular changes might not, however, have resulted in 
the anti-reformer Canning filling the post of Foreign 
Secretary. This would have been ‘little short of a 
public calamity, because after-fvents proved to the 
satisfaction of every moderate imperial-minded poUticIa^ 
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and, despite the prejudice of some contemporafry opinion, 
that the foreign affairs of England t could receive no 
injury ^fropi his guidance. 

As vi^^shall show from e\^dence it were vain to 
dispute, Canning utilised his high-souled eloquence to 
popularise Lord Castlereagh’s paaxims, and deserves well 
of his country for so doing, when, possibly, he might 
have gained cheap and unbounded applause by accus- 
toming Englishmen * to less profound principles of 
policy. 

While, however, this question of an earlier reform 
being desirable is matter for speculation and opinion, 

on?^nistake Lord Liverpoohs Government clearly made. 

« 

They overworked their Foreign Secretary, when, as sub- 
sequent!}' became the case, he undertook Lord Sidmouth's 
duties at the Home Office. There is nothing more 
certain than that the avoidance of ordinaiy rules and 
precautions, as enjoined by nature, will, sooner or later, 
sap the energies of man, and the stronger the individual 
the greater the probability of his not accepting natural 
warnings when they are vouchsafed him. 

It has been suggested in • certain quarters, where a 
desire to discredit Lord Castlereagh*s career is still 
strangely prominent, that Lord Palmerston kept silence 
in Parliament during the necessi.'^y repressive legislation 
of 1819. 

It is left to be inferred that he disapproved the six 
acts and the general tenour of Government action. If 
file second volume* of Sir Henry Bulwer’s Life of Lord 
Palmerston did not contain directly Contrary testimony, 
tne following letter would, of itself, prove that the 
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moderate Liberal of the future saw the necessity for a 
prompt check bein^ give« to rampant sedition. 

“ kord Palmerston to Lord FitzHams. 

• r 

“ Stanhope Street, Noy. Isfr, 1819. 

“ I hope you will he able to make arrangements 
lor coming up the first day of the session, as I can 
assure you that it is a matter of importance to do so. 
This is no ordinary moment, and everything depends not 
merely upon the cold support of the friends of social 
order, but upon their displaying a zeal and alacrity in 
some measure corresponding with the activity of those 
who are endeavouring to overthrow our institutions. 
You know as well as I do how much more effect you 
will produce by showing on the first day than by 
slipping in three or four days afterwards, and you also 
know how much depends upon effect and first im- 
pressions in Parliamentary matters. As you have 
three weeks befoi'e you, it cannot make much difference 
whether you arrange to come up three days sooner or 
three days later, and I am sure you had better take 
the three days off the end ^than the beginning of your 
attendance. 

“ I have no doubt that the Opposition will muster 
in great force, and we aftall probably plunge at once 
into interesting discussfons, and though we may not 
have a division, yet think how different the effect is 
which will be produced upon the House and the public 
by a Government in such a crisis as, this sitting with* 
empty or with full, benches behind them. The great 
difficulty which Government hav^ »had to contend 
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since the peace has been the apparent coldness of its 
real well-wishers, and if they camiot inspirle some feeling 
of waniith , and-^zeal in a moment like this, they had 
certaiiSj^ better give up the reins to the hands ot* those 
who mayT)e pioc'e fortunate tn that resi^ect.’ * 

It may be clearly seen from the above that no measure 
proposed by. Lord Liverpool’s Government on behalf of 
public order, repelled Lord Palmerston, although it is 
clear thai^^ he thought more vigorous 2 >olitical sn]> 2 ')ort 
might be both claimed by and given to other 2)olitieal 
leaders. 

Be that as it may, when, in 1846, Lord Olarendon 
wa«^forced, as Lord Lieutenant, to take action against 
sedition m Ireland, the much abused six ads, for the use 
of which the Tory Government had )‘een execrated and 
reviled, were absolutely taken as a model for the Wliig 
Legislation. So much, then, for the domestic measures 
which riot and sedition made ex 2 )edient in 1819. 

The years 1820 and 18*21 jiassed by in agitation of 
various descrijitions, culminating in ministerial uni^oiui- 
larity, which threatened, even in those days of Parlia- 
mentary and borough influence, to overthrow Lord 
Liverpool’s Government. It had been found impossible 
to defer the evil day longer, and a return to cash 
payments at the Bank of'^,^ngland was adjudged 
imperative by Peel, whose difference with tlie great 
capitalist, his father, uj^on the question forms an 
interesting topic to this day. The ^statesman looked to 


Lord Malm6sT)ury's Letters, vol. ii. p. 281. 
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the future i even if temporary unpopularity had of 
necessity to bfe eiicouritfc'red. 

The Divorce Bill was ultimately abisft^ppgd because 
supported in rarliament4 by feeble majorities, /<hd the 
failure was hailed by turiiultuous pubiig, joy. Lord 

Castlereagh and Lord Sidmoutli could neither of them 

« 

move out without receiving evidence of the .disfavour in 
which they were held. 

The death of good King George HI. had incited loosed 
the floodgates of i»assion which, pent up for years, burst 
fiercely through the first vent aftbrded. Released as it 
were frc.-in a living tomb, the blind and aged monarch 
sank to rest, every inch a national king, whose ny?tuU- 
ment remains in tlie national memory side by side Avith 
those of Edward III. and Queen Elizabeth. 

The new King George IV. sufl'ered at first from the 
unporularity of Ids ministers, l)ut soon profited by the 
sudden veering round of opinion. The popular impulse, 
A’, hen the facts became fully circulated, approA'ed action 
against the Queen, and AAlieneA’cr His Majesty went 
abroad he found himself greeted by acclamations from 
everv throat. And this but a feAV short months since 
the whole nation seemed convulsed with indignation, if 
not on the verge of roA'olution. It is, lioweA er, small 
cause of reproach to tl^ generous English people that 
they embraced the cause of their Queen, AA’hom men 
like Canning and Brougham deemed oppressed and 
unfortunate. There, Avas much, moreov’er, in the original 
hasty popular verdict which beats in unison AA'ith th4* 
better* instincts of mankind, and should lead the 
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historian to look regretfully on the woes and ^noumfully 
on the death of this unfortunate ^tffeer^. 

The ^ul^gj’.€#it justification of ministerial action 
affordeJK by the eridence, is tlie explanation historians 
give for this, rfipid change* of public opinion, but its 
story should w’am political parties from trusting one 
hour to the perpetuation of power derived directly from 
popular inspiration.* 

The coTonation of Oeorge IV. was celebrated in great 
pomp, and the year 1822 entered into under better 
auspices than had existed for some time. True it is that 
the practised statesman Lord Sidmouth retired from 
thesjlome Office, W'hich, although filled by the rising 
and talented Peel, left the Foreign Secretary with 
increased work and greater responsibility. 

The height of Lord Castlereagh’s (then Lord London- 
derry) power, was, in Lord Teignmoutli’s opinion, 
attained at * this moment, when, on accompanying 
George IV. to Ireland in 1821, he was received with 
acclamations by the Dublin crowd. The true Hibernian 
feeling was there elicited, untainted by the whisper of 
sedition or distorted by the, unwholesome counsel of 
ahen and. suborned agitation. 

No more powerful evidence as to the nobility of Lord 

* It is in keepin<:; witli Lord Castlo-eagli’s knowledge of the 
English that he should have predicted this change of opinion. 
He gave it as his conviction during the htight of popular excite- 
ment that the King ■wt)uld become shortly the most popular man in 
his dominions. . • 
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Castlereaghis character exists than that given with 
heart-felt eagerness by^is former friend and colleague 
Alexander Knox, the Irish theologian a!ljd.?hil(Jfeopher. 

After an absence of twenty-two years, they ^uet at 
the Castle during the royal visits, and tllfe •delight seem 
to have been mutual. ^ . 

During the two crucial years 1797 and 4798, Knox 
had acted as private secretary to Lord Castlereagh, and 
witnessed the events connected ^ith the Rebellion, 
although he appears to have been rather the thinker of 
the cl ) ;et than the combatter with the disturbance 
and turnfoil of active political excitement. For Lord 
Castlereagh he entertained respect and love unbouij^ed, 
declai’ing him to possess the highest stateeman-like 
qualities, combined with honesty and humanity.* 

Lord Castlereagh, who had become Marquis of London- 
derry was, towards the close of his life, rendered anxious 
for the carefully- arranged balance of European power, 
over which he watched.! 

A disposition had crept into vogue amongst the 
Continental Sovereigns which, as the British Foreign 
Minister declared at Laj’kach, was one diametrically 
opposed to the fundamental laws of Great- Britain. 
Whether they were prour[)ted or not by the so-called 
Holy Alliance, it is an Undoubted historical fact that 
Lord Londonderry opposed himself to the new principles 
attempted to be foisted on Europe, and that when he 


* Lord Teignmoutli’s* lieminiscences, w>I. i- P- 186. 

! In 1820 died George III. and in 1821 tlie Emperor Napoteoii. 
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died in 1822 he left a memorandum, carefijlly pointing 
out where English interests and princif)les prompted 
her to ^sepgrajief from other European Powers. This 
memoftindum was followed faithfully by Mr. Canning, 
when at tlie f’weign Office, *and his famous policy was 
that marked out by his predecessor. 

For this fact there is the undoubted testimony of a 
leading colleague, who showed the document alluded to 
above to iis son (himself a Parliamentary supi)orter of the 
ministers), who has communicated the fact to the author. 

Lord Londonderry was about to proceed to Verona 
for the coming congress, where the civil war ki Spain, 
thft^mpending quarrel between Kussia and Turkey, and 
other' anxious matters were to be discussed. At this 
moment his lordship’s mind showed ominous signs of 
giving way, and before proper precautions could bo 
placed in train he destroyed his own life. Lord 
Londonderry had a place at North Cray in the rich 
low woodland country Ijung below Shooter’s Hill. 
Thither he had retired by medical advice, in order that 
in the quiet of this beautiful retreat he might recuperate 
his over-strained faculties.. But the complaint had 
taken ton . strong a hold on ids once 2)owerful con- 
stitution, and the catastrophe occurred in spite of all 
endeavours to avert it. ^ 

As Sir Archibald Alison has declared in terms of 
eloquence, worthy of Macaulay or McIntosh, the deceased 
minister was essentially a man of i,he old times. He 
'could not enter into the feelings of those who yearned 
for the general expansion of thought. which Mr. Matthew 
'Arnold has declared characteristic of modern Liberalism. 
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But his c|ireer none the less for that fills a niche in 
history, withoifit the •occupation of which our present 
position would neither have been free ncA' powerfdl. 

It was filled by so noble a character, and thi work 
celebrated performed so effcTctively, that 'lyarse will be 
the more superfluous as ages roll by. , 

But a great contemporary and opponent (Lord 
Brougham) took a lower view of Lord Castlereagh’s 
talents and actions than political Englishm»?n of his 
times. Thus it is that their recorded opinions as to his 
worth remain. 

Tlie s^'cond Lord Londonderry published the life of 
his brother and such correspondence as existed, ailing 
a few ex])ressions showing in what high regard those 
best enabled to jinlge held the late Foreign Secretary. 

Sir llobci : i Vel bore witness to his “ rare unien of high 
and general feelings, courteous and prepossessing 
manner, a warm heart and a cool head, great temper, 
industry, fortitude, courage moral and personal, that 
command and influence vhich makes other men willing 
instruments, combined Avith spotless integrity.” 

Lord Wellesley wrote o^ Lord Castlereagh’s perfect 
discretion and temper in the conduct of ardupus public 
affairs ; and Avith regard to India, says that he at once 
saw the objects of p^^y contemplated, and never 
interfered in the exercise of Indian patronage.* 


* Tlie^testimouy of Mr David Morier should most certainly not 
be omitted. • - 

He was a diplomatist of repute who, trained at Constantiitbpie 
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In Lord Wellesley’s opinion truth and justice demanded 
the highest tribute to the memoi’y.of one.wfiose loss to 
the En^nre he Ijelieved to be very gre'at. 

In ^ like'qhrit spoke Lord Aberdeen, afnd the first 
Lord Ripon, who, as he said, owed his official success to 
Lord Castlereagh. 

Again, we have the testimony of an eloquent political 
rival, Mr. Plunkett, speaking of the wisdom and liberality 
of all hig^ public objects and opinions, attested to, more- 
over, as the writer said, with perfect knowledge of its 
absolute truth. Such evidence has to be weighed 
against vague accusations of illiberality, founded on 
alleged sympathy with Austria and her system of 
dorne^tic interference abroad, notwithstanding that in 

I 

public Lord Castlereagh had reprobated England being 
committed to any such sdiemes. When the respectable 
authority of Walpole’s Hisiuni of Iinfand is brought 


by Lord Stratford do itodcliffo, became British Minister at Berne 
and Consul-General at Baris. In liis ninety-second year he wrot(‘ 
to Lord Tei^^mmouth to tlie followiii)^ effect : — 

“ I have not forgotten your qiu-i-} about wi/ Lord Castlereagh. 
I can only^ say that as far as I can judge from my long and 
intimate intercourse with liim in all the negotiations at Paris, 
Chatillon, Vienna Congress, and atJiomo in the Foreign Office, he 
was the most upright statesman Ave\v'er had. No man was ever 
more misrepresented and misunderstood than he.” 

The same opinions arc cclioed again and again by those who 
came in contact with Lord Castlereagli, and his noble cliaracter 
is alone denied by those Irishmen who woifld repudiate Union with 
*Grcat Britain, and by Englishmen who tliink that riot and sedition 
should have been allowed full swing becjiuse bread waJI dear in 
1819 and 1820. # • 
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forward to sustain such charges,* it is, indeed,' time 
that men Hke Lord Plunkett should he brought to 
speak for the libei’ality and wisdom of ,one whose con- 
duct has beem subjected to so strained an inierpretation.f 

Without entering into ‘minute details such as would 

r 

weary a reader’s patience, it may fairly be admitted that 
Lord Londonderry did express preference for the single 
interference of Austria in Naples to the lighting of a 
revolutionary torch in Europe, when the many desperate 
children of fortune were still at large, whose existence, 
as such, was the outcome of the Napoleonic wars. 

In fact, he stated that he did not desire to see the 
work of 1814-15 destroyed and a new reign of disorder 
substituted. 

More than this it is impossible to sustain, and at the 
risk of beii]’4‘ considered tedious the following letter is 
given at length, which wc beseech our readers to peruse 


* Walpole's Iliatorif of KwjlomJ, vol. ii. p. 320-21. 

1 Lord Castlereagli thus expresses to his brotlier the sentiments 
on whicli detractors rely : — 

“ I very niueli agree with a Qoiirt as to the (Neapolitan) King’s 
position and the inexpediency of returning now to the old system 
after all tliat lias passed. 

“ I still tliiiik ^letteriiich ha§r specially weakened his position by 
making it (the Neapolitan) rn Emopean instt^ad of an Austrian 
question, lie might liave had the same European countenance 
upon a much more intelligible case. He would have carried public 
opinion, especially in this country, with him, had he stood simply 
upon the ojfnisire character of a Carbonari Government, rather 
than embarking himself on the boundless (¥3ean on wliich he lias* 
prepared* to sail.” — Lord Castlereagh to Lord Stewart, January 
6tb, 1821, Castlereagh’s Conrspofideticef ^iol, xii. 
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as displaying the real spirit in which tj^e minister 
acted. 

“I wish jo,u* distinctly to understand that in pro- 
portion' as events at Paris and here give to our general 
position a* gi»re serious Character, our allies may 
expect to see us more determinedly wedded to the 
position upon which alone we feel the smallest hope 
of rallying the national sentiment, if necessary, to 
; exertion.*' Pitt in t(lie early years of the late war, 
neglected the nccessaiy caution in this I’ospect. He was 
thereby weakened for the first ten years of the war by 
a decided schism of national opinion, whether •the war 
was ^ necessity or brought on by bad management. In 
all the latter years of the war, profiting by experience, 
we never exposed ourselves to a tpiestion of this 
nature, and we were su 2 >ported in the war, under all 
its accumulated burdens, ly the whole energy and power 
of the natioif. 

“ This is our compass, and by this we must steer, 
and our allies on the Continent may be assured tliat 
they will deceive themselves if they sup 2 )osc that we 
could for SIX months act with tliem unless the mind 
of the nation was in the cause. They must not, 
therefore, press us to place ourselves on any ground 
John Bull will not maintain.”— 7/orJ Castlereagh to Lord 
Stewart, February 24:th, 1820. 

It was surely allowable for Lord Castlereagh to 
express private regret at the Neapeditan troops making 
common cause with the Carbonari in 1820, and to 
denrecate public confusion in Europe^ while at thfi same 
he ujilifted his voice against an organised attempt 
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of the Holy^Alliance to abolish Constitutional Govern- 
ment, and irilerfe/e *^\4th the domestic concerns of 
other nations. Moreover, respect for* Parliamentary 
opinion at home was tiie very corner-stone of his 
policy. So determined, however, is tli^ author of 
Walpole’s history to contrast Lord Castlereagh’s policy 
unfavourably with that of Canning, that, aftw admitting 
the English Government to have Separated itself from 
these reprehensible actions on tlte part of "Russia, 
Austria, France, and Prussia so early as 1820, he yet 
Axes a farther stigma on Lord Castlereagh for non- 
encouragoTnent of the Greek insurrection when it first 
commenced. And yet that very attitude was taken up 
by Canning himself, who, as Mr. Stapleton tells us,* 
considered that Great Britain was bound in political 
justice to respect in the case of Turkey that national 
independence which, in the event of civil commotion, 
she would look to have respected in her own.* 

The duration and magnitude of the contest alone 
changed this resolve. 

The question at issue simply seems to be. Is an 
English minister justified in nurturing incipient revo- 
lutionary schemes abroad, j apart from questions of 


Political Life of (^annin(jy vol. iii. p. 254. 

1 As it is likewise desirable to place on record what Lord 
Castlereagh ’s views on the Greek question really were, we subjoin 
a part of the instructions#given by him to the Duke of Wellington 
in 1821 before leaving for the Congress of Vienna. 

After eiijoining the promotion of concord between Turkey and 
Russia, Lord Castlereagh says : — • ^ 

“ Now Greece has gained of late so much in the contest that it 

II. 12 
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policy which have not at the moment received dis- 
cussion ? As this is the sum ■ and front of Lord 


I 

is not easy^to avoid dealing wjtli the Government which she has 
set up as with a Government de facto. Still you will, as British 
plenipotentiary, be cautious to act with great circumspection in the 
matter, and, /ibove all, stand alo^f'from any engagement witli tlie 
allies, either to accept, tlie Greek Government as that of an 
independent State, or to compel the submission of Greece lierself 
to the Porte by force of arms.” — Life nf < 'antiereatih and Sir ( \ 
Steirart Alison, vol. iii. p. 170. 

This will be seen to be the identical policy afterwards persisted 
in by Canning himself, who transferred the letter of instruction to 
the Duke without the alteration of a word. 

Tl^e impressions of a political opponent, Sir James Graliani, 
after perusing the Castlereagh CorrcsptmdoK c. were totally dillerent 
to those of Mr. Walpole. Sir James wiltes in 185B to Lord 
Castlereagh’ s brother as follows : — 

“ My dear Lord Londonderry, 

“ I was always desirous that you should give to the world 
the correspondence of your brotlior with the greatest statesmen 
and commanders at the most eventful period of modern liistory. 
The result has not disappointed my expectations. You have 
enabled the present generation to form an accimaie judgment of 
the services rendered to Europe by those who overthrew Napoleon, 
and who established peace on a basis which has lasted forty years, 
and you have done justice to tfie memory of your brotlier, whose 
character and merits will be most highly appreciated wliezi they 
are best known and most closely scrutinised. He has nothing to 
fear from posterity or the Jiistorian, his fair fame has been well 
sustained by liis friend and brother, whom lie loved so w^ell, and 
the materials are hiS private thoughts and secret correspondence. 
You judged rightly when you decided that Lord Castlereagh’s 
reputation would be exalted with this proof, and I cordially and 
sincerely congratulate you on the result. 

I am, my dear Lord, t 

** Yours faithfully, 

James Graham.” 
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Castlereagh’s offending, ife is well that a jealous friend 
of Constitutional liberty, such as Mr. Plunkett was, 
should have jireviously come forward ?ind testified to 
the genuine liberality of his political opponents' objects 
and opinions. * • , ' 

Moreover Sir James Graham spoke of Lord Castle- 
reagh as not the first great man over whosa tomb has 
been written liigrata I ’atria. • 

The love and devotion of colleVigues such %,s Lord 
Liverpool, Lord Eldon, and Lord Harrowby, knew no 
hounds, and the Duke of Wellington’s confidence never 
wavered. • Moreover, Sir Walter Scott and other 
distinguished Britons have joined in expressions of 
praise and admiration in Lord Londonderry’s book. 
IiKjrata 1 'atria need never be written on the grave 
of him who, resting next to Mr. Pitt in Westminster 
Abbey, has for his monument that forty years of peace 
which English historians will ever describe with pride. 

Tlie Unity of luirope, bound together by a common 
trust in England, was gradually dissolving before Lord 
Londonderry’s death, and, as has been shown above, he 
was the first man to mark qjit the paths which Britain 
must never traverse. 

As an orator Lord Castleyeagh cannot aspire to the 
highest rank. Ojunions differ greatly as to the merits 
and quality of his speaking, but those who have sat in 
the House of Commons with him say that he occasionally 
became involved w'hon the argument was close and the 
subject intricate. Again, it is said by other contem- * 
poraries* that his style w’as refined and in the best taste. 
Mr. Wilberforce remarks on one occasion on his excellent 

12 
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speech made at a time when, according tp the same 
authority, Canning had just addressed tfie House with 
less eflE&ct.* * 

On one point, however, there can be no cavil : as a 
leader of th« House, posseskng thorough knowledge of 
its* forms and tact in management of its debates, 
Castlereaghr will rank withWalpole, North, Pitt, Perceval, 
Peel, Palmerston, and Disraeli. 

The present Lord*' Harrowby, who has himself been 
under the enchanter’s wand, tells how the party could 
always rely on the wisdom of their leader’s conclusions.' 
He seldom or ever led them wrong. • 

M^rit of the latter description depends on tradition 
for its ftiture acknowledgment. It is otherwise with 
accomplished facts. For the depths of time many a 
considerable name may sink into ol)livion, hut never 
that of the minister who both consolidated union 
between England and Ireland, and represented Great 
Britain at Vienna in 1814. 

Since the above was penned Professor Montague 
Burrows has published a volume of surpassing interest. 
In a limited space he has succeeded in gathering 
together the germs and objects of the various schemes 
of foreign policy adopted bj England during the last 
two centuries. It is not too much to say that 


■ Mr. Wilberforcc on another occasion spoke of Lord Castle- 
^ rcagh’s oratory as follows : — • 

“ In ordinary mood he was tiresome, slow, and heavy, yet when 
ihoroughly warmed and excited, he w^s often very fine, very 
statesman-like, and seemed to rise quite into another man .” — Life 
of Wilberforcej vol. v. p. 259 . 
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Imperial Ep/jiand may be taken as a starting-point 
for anyone d^siriyg *ta learn the causes and general 
tendency of our national actions. Defip as the book 
goes into the matter .it is yet intelligible to the 
ordinary reader, and imparfs a fascination, to the study 
which those who have read alone can understapd. 
But in a matter of detail it seems to us tlMit Professor 
Burrows has failed to do justice to several individuals. 
In estimating the pre-eminent iiiduences dufing the 
revolutionary and Napoleonic war, he allows to Pitt, 
Canning, Wellington, and justh’ we think to Cornwallis, 
the leading positions they earned, relegating, however, 
Castlereagh to the secondary position of a mere agent, 
in the establishment of the Union with Ireland, as in the 
settlement of Vienna, wliile omitting Wellesley and 
Grenville altogetlier. In the first place Professor 
Burrow’S considers Castlereagh to have registered Corn- 
wallis’s conclusions, and in the second to have had 
behind him the person of the great Duke, Avho for some 
time had decided British policy. Lord Cornwallis 
certainly held a contrary view concerning the Union, for 
in the third volume and page *224 of his Correspondence, 
he speaks of the extraordinary talents displaij’ed and 
good services rendered by Lord Castlereagh, to ivkom the 
success of this great ami most difficult undertaking ought in 
justice to be principallij attributed. 

A further research into this w’ork w’ill show that 
Lord Cornwallis w’as not speaking of mere detail, but 
the mental invention and arrangement of a complete 
sc home to which alOne we owe tjipunity of our Empire. 
We have previously, moreover, made allusion to *th 0 
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permanent salary, which, in the opinion of thp then Prime 
Minister, Mr. Addington, and of'Mr. p. Ahbot, the well- 
known* speaker* would have been but an inadequate 
return for Lord Castlereagh’s services in promoting the 
Union. 

•With regard to the restoration of peace in 1814, 
within a month of the signature of the Treaty of Paris, 
the Duke of Wellinl'ton remained with his army at 
Toulouse. The Wellington despatches will show that 
the Duke as became a soldier in command hazarded no 
pohtical advice at this period, and that on June 2r!,d-, 
1814, he first received, from Sir C. Stewart,* the pro- 
visions of the peace negotiated for England by Lord 
Castlereagh. 

Again, a reference to the ninth volume of the 

Wellington Despatches, page 696, shows how Lord 

Castlereagh found it incompatible with the interest of 
» 

peace and of England to either surrender his position 
at Vienna straight off to the Duke of Wellington, or 
disclose his reasons for such refusal. The confidence 
asked for from ministers at home, anxious for his return 
and help in guiding Parliam«iit, as also from the great 
Duke himself, goes to show how completely the scheme 
of the Vienna Treaty w'as thg product of join ministerial 
decision, but carried into effect, as it alone could have 
been, by the extraordinary qualities of their plenipo- 
tentiary. 

Lord Liverpool’s letters, as collected and commented 
on by Mr. C. ©. Yonge, go to show that the Prime 
Minister never for jt* moment drt>pped the reins of 
government or allowed a detail foreign or domestic to 
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escape his notice. Therefore, ministerial wisdom was 
not absent in this ^reat» pacification of the world. 

But Prince Metteruich has left powerful evidence of 
the value of Lord Castforeagh’s work, far outside and 
above any that has elsewherfe been collects^,*’ 

When, at last, the scheme of settlement bejng 
complete, Lord Castlereagh returned to his Parliamentary 
duties, and was succeeded by the Iron Duke, the latter, 
as the enibodinieiit of wisdom, 'observed a "discreet 
silence during tlie remaining discussions, which, as 
reference to the ninth volume of his heqmtches will 
show, related to matters, comparatively speaking, un- 
imi)ortaut. 

Lord Cornwallis is shown (by Professor Burrows) to 
have deserv('(l prominence in consequence of his Eastern 
adiuinistration ; but granting it to have been wise and 
adai)ted to tin' times, why should we not yield the 
supnunacy to Lord Wellesley which * all Indian 
historians have claimed for him '! 

But if the Professor of IVIodern History at Oxford is 
chary of giving to Lord Castlereagli the position amidst 
these great events whicli it, seems to us that the facts 
of history demand, ho at least hears 2)otent witness for the 
eternal 2)rincij>les Avhich lay at the root of his policy. 

The wisdom of the Vienna settlement as a whole is 
allowed. The stilted criticisms of the Edinburgh Review 
school of i)oliticians are brushed aside — criticism, 
couched as if it had been possible to draw a laboured 
distinction between sovereigns and tlieir people when* 
every man’s hand Wi»s on his sword, and liberty depended 
on the inauguration of a reign of jjeace. • 


n. 
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It is clearly slio'WTi that an abnegation in Europe of 
the balance of power, notwithstaadin" all ‘that has been 
written# to the contrary, must lead to opjiression and 
ultimately to w'ar on a vast scale. 

The realft^Mi from unreAl and dangerous views on 
foreign politics is doubtless genuine, and deeply seated 
in the natipnal mind, but it *seems clear that such a 
reawakening should iftclude the free rendering of justice 
to our nmch-maligued rulers. Pre-eminent amongst the 
last, who, as Sir Archibald Alison has said, really 
governed, was Robert Stewart, Viscount Castlereagh. — 

Lord Castlereagh owed some of his success •at ^aris 
and Vienna to tlie facility with which he spoke French, 
which, delivered with a slow and measured accent, 
rendered his remarks intelligible to all around him. 
The possession of this accomplishment, which, in 
Lord Castlereagh 's case, was suj^plemented by thorough 
knowdedge of German, was, early in the present century, 
by no means common to every diplomatist. It is 
strange to learn that the first P'oreign Secretary who is 
known to have been familiar with the German tongue 
was Lord Shelboume, who^ filled the office in Lord 
Rockingham’s administration in 1782. 

The noble appearance of^Lord Castlereagh will be 
conveyed to our readers’ minds by the picture which 
accompanies this memoir. 

It is easy to understand how, at the coronation of 
George IV., the Foreign Secretary’s bearing in the 
^bbon of the Gai;ter and Peer’s robes was remarked on 
for its grandeur. , • 

Nor was this natural dignity and benevolence of 
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the statesman’s appearance belied by his private 
actions. 

The officials and clerks who had to do with Lord ' 
Castlereagh, either in connection with permanent or 
diplomatic duties of a ten'jiorary nature^ Ijne and all 
united in a "eneral profession of affection for the noble 
exponent of England’s relationship w^ith other countries. 
They simply adored their chief, and the same sentiment 
communicated itself to the dependants of hi? house- - 
hold, not one of whom, dowm to the low’est helper in 
Jiis stable, was found to be forgotten wiien the disposition 
of his property was disclosed. 

Perfect in the relations of private life, he had a ready 
ear to distress, and never refused aid and sympathy to 
a struggling Irishman whom he thought required it. And 
this was the statesman who underwent for years a 
perpetual fire of accusation and abuse from hundreds of 
popular publications. ' 

The poison thus diffused throughout Great Britain was 
scattered by those who, helpless in their ignorance of 
the truth, and lack of education, fell into the snare set 
for them. But the chorus^was taken up by w’riters who 
could have learned the truth had they chosen .to study 
the aims and objects of ^the man it w’as so easy and 
popular to revile. 

Connected as this widespread and malignant prejudice 
was with the ancient slur before alluded to, and wdiich 
had been scattered over Great Britain through the 
hostility of a few aristocratic Irish families (who depre- 
cated both the Union and its results), the name of 
Castlereagh could alone be freeS*from unjust aspersions 
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by tbe influence of time anil its attendant enlighten- 
ment. 

' SucIp an awakening has undoubtedly commenced to 
shine, and prejudice against. Lord Castlereagh 'will 
scarcely suiTtve the generaf (‘ducation u-hicli sooner or 
latgr leads people to read for themselves at the fountain- 
head of historic trutli. 

Caulaincourt said ftf Lord Castlereagh that he was 
just an(f passionless?* Ht‘ did undoubtedly scatter the 
malefactors of l8ll)-20, who, by an assassinution of 
fifteen cabinet ministers at Lord llarrowby's InoitCT 
desired to associate lingland in sanguiiuny* brother- 
hood with the consjiirators of the Continent who, 
moreover, had planned an identical overthrow of 
authority in various (piarters of Europe.' The sus- 
pension of the Habeas Corpus vas, it is true, the 
Parliamentary reply to their threats and machinations. 

This uprising should, however, be se])arati‘(t in men’s 
minds from the later Constitutional amtation leading to 
Parliamentary rveforui, which, with all its attendant 
dangers and excesses, was but a natural development 
of our national exjaiusion [»e{h as regards increasing 
population and intelligence. 

The diflerence cannot bc^ better dc.scribed than by 
Mr. Canning. “Mho,” ashed that fascinating and 


* Sec Sir A. Alison, col. iii. It Is, lio^vcvcr, fair to state that 
•absolute conneclio'i betsccen tlic ( uto Street cinispii'ators and the 
aistiofitoi-s ol ceiicja^ l•(‘\o!l u;;iuiist antlioi-ity was neve*- pi-oved. 
The foruier romiiued, u noxious* iiid inevitable result of 

the principles so ■•eie rslly disseuiiimted in 1819 . 
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eloquent contemporary, “ are the noble Lord’s ac- 
cusers ? ” 

The reply comes from those whose Eolation their * 
country’s laws has placed them beyond the pale of that 
society they desired to overturn. • 

The procession which, nominally in private, borq to 
a fitting resting place the remains of Lord Londonderry 
was followed from St. James’ Square by silent and 
respectful crowds, whilst all the ‘way to Westminster ' 
Abbey the streets were lined with a sympathetic mul- 
-tit’ide, intuitively aware fliat the dust of one was to be 
committed to the earth who worked and died in 
England’s seiwice. As the coffin left the hearse, a cry 
of delight broke forth, such as was described by those 
present as having been raised by a mere section amongst 
the surging crowd ; and this dissentient note has been 
magnified into one of execration, and as such received 
grave comment from pens of power and influence. 

Leave must here be taken of him who wfith pride we 
designate our hero — one leaving behind him a name 
such as stirs each Irish Stewart’s heart when Castlereagh 
is mentioned ; so that all Jiis relations — wdiatever their 
predilections or opinions —express but one view as to 
the magnanimity and nobility of their great kinsman’s 
nature. With every desire to enlighten the inquirer into 
the political conduct of Lord Castlereagh, the family 
archives have been previously placed so thoroughly at 
Sir Archibald Alison’s disposal, that there remains little 
matter of public interest undisclosed «.nd that cannot be 
met with in the pages of the above-mentioned fascinating 
writer. 
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Our task has been, therefore, chiefly confined to placing 
in a concise form the knowledge collected hy otliers. 

The.additioiial eA'idence that, from Lord Bexley’s 
papers and other sources, wei, have been enabled to 
disclose, c(ftt^»ns all beford told of Lord Castlereagh’s 
matchless tact and never failing intrepidity, the latter 
being a quality specially valued by Englishmen. Of 
him it might be said ia Shakespeare’s words — 

* 

“ ’Tis uincli he dares ; 

And to that danntless temper of liis mind 
He hath a wisdom that doth guide his valour 
To act in safety.” , 
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♦ 

* September 1822 to March 1827. 

3rDS were gathering over Europe 
when George IV. conseutecl to deliver 
the Foreign Office a second time over 
to Canning. The Duke of Wellington 
himself urged the expediency of the 
action, which was adopted as an 
alternative proiiosition to one designing to place the 
Duke himself in the post until the perilous times were 
past, when Lord Clancarty, the King’s ambassador at 
the Hague, should permanently direct foreign affairs. 
But Lord Liverpool’s Government required strength in 
Parliament — eloquence that should proclaim the policy 
laid down by the skilled and practised statesman Lord 
Londonderry, whose loss threatened England with a 
failure of influence abroad and weakened counsels at 
home. 

The eyes of all hivoluntarily^turned towards George 
Canning — he who, with all his love of supremacy in 
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the senate, had yielded it to undertake thankless 
duties on a distant shore. Aftei^mnainiifg in England 
* long enough to* show his freedom from personal and 
party feelings, and to gh'e siibstantial support to the 
Regent’s Gft^^rnmcnt, he ‘accepted the embassy at 
Lisbon, and there strove hard to prevail on the 
Portuguese io take their shar<" In the final deliverance of 
Eurojie. Not even wiccessful in this object, he still 
worked *011 at duties minutely and conscientiously 
performed, but not commensurate in importance to the 
intellect and mind concentrated thereon. Neither wji(.‘K' 
the time came did Canning hesitate to iwidertake 
subordinate work at home, as his previous acceptance of 
office in 1816 had proved. 

And it was no bed of roses that tlie famous statesman 
was called on to occupv. It had ))e(!n during the earlier 
period of the Continental struirjrle that Canning had 
contributed So largely towards tlie future liberties of the 
W’orld. But for his eloquent su])])ort given to tlie 
Spanish and Portuguese patriots, Britain's part might 
never have become accomplished in that mighty drama. 
He had not failed to watch jeach phase of the conflict, 
and returned to England to rejoice over peace 
accomplished and liberty re-qstablished, as men hoped, 
over Europe. But the system of Government that had 
gained in prestige and power was not the one of popular 
origin which made the war of 1813 successful. It was 
the re-established authority of the united European 
Sovereigns accepted as allies by England in preference 
to war, anarchy, and revolution, lait so long and no 
longer as by their joint endeavours they did not scheme 
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to sap the tree of Freedom and lay waste the fair valley 
of Liberty. 

In Naples after the overthrow of Murat, iij 1815, 
Ferdinand, the Bourbon, came back and deliberately 
elected to rule by mediae^’al means, to^^d-enact the 
Government by chain, sword, and dungeon, which had 
originally been imported •from S 2 )ain, the establishment 
of which strangles the lib(,‘rty of a nation, stints its growth, 
and demoralises its population. “Against his mode of 
government was arrayed that of the Carbonari, or secret 
^)ci etv of Italy, which with all its extreme doctrines 
enlisfed the sym 2 )athy of the majority of ’Neapolitans. 
Nothing remained then for Ferdinand but to call in the 
Austrians, who, fearful of the result of ap Italian 
uprising in their own contiguous provinces, gladly 
undertook the task. This interference was, moreover, 
accom 2 )nnied by a gross breach of faith on the part of 
the Bourbon Prince, who withdrew every political 
concession, jjreviously wrung from him, immediately 
that the Austrians had accomplished their object. 

But wlum at the Cougre.ss at Laybach, this transaction 
came formally before the nations, England spoke as 
follows, through the medium of a despatch , of Lord 
Castlereagh's : — “ Such interference, if intended to lead 
to reciprocity of action, w'as inconsistent with the 
fundamental laws of Great Britain. Anyhow it must 
lead to a system of continual interference, incompatible 
with European interests and the independence of 
nations.” 

Great Britain could have no part and lot with those 
whose public measures tended towards the dissemination 
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of principles against which her own histo^^ had been 
one long continual protest, eA’en if that inferference was 
* designed on belnflf of a dynasty which acted ^the part of 
our faithful ally during the long war with France. 

Now at th^^momeut that Canning accepted the Foreign 
Ofl^ce, in 1822, precisely the same drama was in process 
of enactment in Spain. TheV another Ferdinand after 
his restoration had striven to rule by tyrannical means, 

■ and fouTid himself ojiposod h}- extreme revolutionists, 
whose success must have in turn ended in renewed 
anarchy. The Cortez as Ferdinand found it, 
Cortez after he had dissolved it, would have none of him ; 
they proclaimed war equally against their king and 
against t)ie revolutionary chiefs who dominated parts of 
the country. 

Thus it came to pass that rival parties were 
contending for mastery in the kingdom so lately 
delivered by iBritish arms. 

Worse than all for the hopes of peace, Louis XVIII. 
and his ministers were bent on following the Austrian 
example in Naples, and meditated interference for the 
purpose of re-establishing Ferdinand, together with the 
Inquisition and all concomitant iniquities, upon poor 
faction-tom Spain. « 

Well might Castlereagh, scenting such a spirit abroad, 
have left well-defined counsel behind him, so that no 
English minister might be led to declare for hollow 
subserviency with that which the nation would 
straightway desire •them to cast off. 

And Canning was noji^the man to embroil England in 
a manner contrary to her principles. In his hands the 



GEORGE GAXXIXG. (ll.) 


193 


severance from such schemes became certain and assured, 
whilst he chafed sadly 'utider the obligation of neutrality 
which circunv^tances enjoined. * • 

It has been said that Caiining’s policy was foiled when, 
in 1328, France at last let slip the dogs'^lof war, and 
invaded Spain. There is, however, no evidence that he 
ever meditated a direct interference, one, moreover, that 
would have been against the judghient of his leader, 
Lord Liverjiool, who foresaw that* such action* must 
merge into hostility between England and France, and 
■ to renewed European conflict. Still all that diplomatic 
skill could'do was effected. 

When the Luke of Wellington, in 1828, went to Verona 
as British plenipotentiary, this Spanish trouble was on 
the In pin. The Eastern Question had likewise given 
ominous signs of life, and the great Colossus of the 
North a corresponding disposition to be restless and 
aggressive. 

Alexander was prei)ared to send troops to Spain, as 
he w.is most certainly inclined to quarrel with Turkey, 
who, by sweeping the (Ireeks ofl’ the Black Sea, had 
injured his trade, wont, as it Avas, to be carried on in 
their ships and those of other nationalities. 

The question, as it arose in 1822-23, was one of 
gain, not one of mere policy, and so evidenced the 
many-sidedness of the famous Eastern difficulties. 

But for the aforesaid many-sidedness the Eastern 
Question would surely, long ago, have reached the 
solution generally desired for it but ’in one quarter. 
Mr. Canning had to 'cope Avith a special phase, Avhich 
has probably led Russia to be altogether unanimous* in 
II, 13 
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fayour of predominance on the Black Sea^ and ultimate 
enthronement in Constantinople. • ^ 

Mere sjieculative desire for conquest^ might have 
fired the few with future hope® of Me-diterranoan or t-ven 
Eastern s'v^iiy, but the interests of trade, and, through 
it, the desire for gain and wealth, has causc'd eacli 
Muscovite^ to look towards tlie subjugation of Turkej' 
as a consummation tlevoutly to he desired. 

It was clearly impossible that matters could remain 
on the footing they occu])ied at the time of the question 
being mooted at the Congi-ess of Verona. Pitt’s i]u?e> 
sight had, in 1792, pointed to Oczagow as » mere pica 
de terre, seized for the purpose of securing a hold on the 
Black Sea, admission to the sacred precincts of which 
Catherine’s advance to the Crimea elsewhere secured. 
But when Russian trade had once found an outlet in 
this quarter, no matter under what ])retence or under 
what circumstances, the Czar and liis advisers were 
certain to shape their policy so as retain that benefit 
even if it landed them in a premature war with their 
natural enemy. 

Europe, moreover, apiijoached this question in a 
totally ditferent spirit to that which in late years 
animated their successors. » 

The Emperor Alexander’s share in the events of 
1814-15 gave him a title to gratitude such as those who 
had benefited thereby were not willing — even if their 
interests prompted them — entirely to forget ; and this 
feeling not only* extended during the war of 1828, but 
it may be open to question if suclr influence was entirely 
absent twenty-five years after, when Alexander’s 
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successor made, during 1858, a second attempt to 
advance towants Censfafitinople. 

It appears, therefore, neither surprising nor unfitting 
that the Congress of Verona inclined tqwards the 
Russian Emjieror as regarded the Black Sesf navigation, 
and that although tlie re-estahlishment of general 
commerce might indirectly assist the Greek Insurgents, 
Canning should have su]»ported tlje Muscovite claims, 
and induced Tirrkoy to hold her clear legal right over 
the Black Sea navigation in politic abeyance. The 
A\».akness of Turkey has ahvays consisted in the 
apjiarent plausibility of the Russian demands when first 
mooted, and this commercial (|ucstion naturally enlisted 
general sympathy on behalf of a less restricted system. 

But, as the Muscovites knew, a far more complicated 
difficulty nunained behind and was shirked by the 
assembled diplomatists. The Greeks, after long pre- 
paration, had_risen against the Turks, and it was known 
tliat nothing short of submission would satisfy the 
Moslem, whilst national independence was the only 
goal acknowledged by the Greek Christians, who, sure 
of the sympathy of their religious brethren in Russia, 
and of a large body in England and France’, were 
resolved to fight unto the death. 

Scarcely could it be marvelled, therefore, that the 
Russian Government availed themselves of this chance 
to advance long-cherished claims for the protection of 
Greek subjects — claims, moreover, the validity of which, 
as conferred by the Treaty of Kainardjt, in 1774, have 
been variously in tef preted. for the Emperor 

.\lexander the wedge would there and then have been 

13 * 
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driven into European Turkey, which was a^ain and again 
to be inserted, until the Turkisll Em.pire' shrivelled into 
its present attenuated size. . 

The silence of Europe in Oongress on this grave and 
rising difficmTty has been commented on severely by a 
modern author of research and reputation.* And at 
this distance of time it do^'s appear as if a mistake was 
made when the effoi^s of diplomacy were withheld from 
effecting tlie cessa'tion of a conflict wliich not only 
proved barbarously bloody, but culminated in Navarino 

and a serious Russo-Turkish war. 

• • 

To the eye of tlie thoughtful inquirer* the inde- 
pendence of Greece could be but a (piestion of time ; 
but th? difficulties in the way of such solution were 
enormous. 

The Duke of Wellington went to the Verona Con- 
gress in 182.3 fortified by the mandate of a united nation. 
The Sovereign, Parliament. Ministers, and the people 
were at one as to the desinibility of non-interference 
with the internal affairs of other nations. 

The Duke played his part admirably. He succeeded 
in urging the Czar to desjst from his scheme of sending 
150,000 men beyond the Pyrenees in immediate aid of 
Louis XVIII. On the oilier hand, he failea to prevent 
a circular proceeding from France, Russia, Prussia, and 
Austria, signifying their intention to proceed by force 
in Spain if their views were not acceded to. 

When this decision had been registered, the British 
plenipotentiary,* finding himself out of all sympathy 

“ Mr. Evelyn Ashley, M.P., Lecture on Greece. 
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with the Powers, withdrew from Verona, not, however, 
before he had c'onvejed k) that assembly the intention of 
the British .Government to acknowledge the Spanish 
American colonies as independent of the mother country 
— ft resolve received with the greatest disapiy^oval by the 
Holy Alliance, as a manifest withdrawal from the^ 
extreme view of legitimate* right. 

History, taking its views from the peo 2 )le’s instinctive 
imi)ression, has fixed upon George* Canning the* chief 
credit of that momentons decision. Judging from the 
information Government possessed of the grinding and 
desolating ^lature of the Spanish rule when in its zenith, 
as in its later days of decay, one can conceive how a 
desire to give freedom to so many human soul" would 
naturally have animated Canning’s heart. Anyhow, the 
measure has been indelibly stamped with the approA'al 
of his eloquence when i)roclaiming that he had called 
in the New* World to redress the wrongs of the Old. 

Practically, the Spanish American colonies had seceded 
for some time. The periods at Avhich they formally 
ceased to acknowledge their allegiance to Ferdinand VII. 
were as follow : — Mexico, 18th May, 1822 ; Columbia 
(in which, for a long time, the king had adherents), 
30th August 1821 ; Venezilela, oth July 1811 ; New 
Grenada, 17th December 1819; Buenos Ayres, 19th 
July 181G ; Chili, 1st January 1818 ; Peru, 15th July 
1821. The causes of difference were various and 
irreconcileable. The ‘President of New Grenada, waiting 
to the Mr. Vansittart in 1810, tells the •then Chancellor 
of the Exchequer that the resolve in his country to 
throw over the Spanish yoke was a determined one. 
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Sooner than submit to a rule, the misery of which was 
as insuft'erahle as degrading,, the inhabitants were 
deterniined to I’educe the country to its primeval con- 
dition. 

The factji^ppears to h'ave been that, without the 
advantages ctf Spanish subjects, colonists wi-re expected 
to contribute towards the public exchequer. 

The practical cousequence of this state of things 
came k> be a condition of piracy which arose through- 
out the West Indies. Armed vessels appeared sailing 
under the Spanish flag, and pillaged the commerce of 
neutrals. 

Kedress was only to be sought at Madrid where the 
sovereignty was but nominal, and it became, therefore, a 
matter of policy to legalise the local governments, and 
execute treaties with them for the protection of trade. 

This course was pursued first by the United States 
and afterwards by England. 

France had long had her eye upon these erring 
children, whilst Napoleon’s original interference in 
Spain was not commenced without a design of attracting 
the South American colonies to himself. He fully 
intended to have acknowledged them whenever a hold 
could be fairly fixed on tlie Spanish main. Louis 
XVIII. was believed to cherish similar schemes, and 
Lord Liverpool received private information which led 
him to suspect some such scheme to be at the root of 
French policy. . 

* In the event of the French designs ending in failure, 
it is clear that procrastination would have thrown the 
revolted Spanish American colonies entirely into the 
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hands of the United States, who had but to wait' until 
the insurgent's •threw tliemselves into their arms. 

In England the King and the Duke rif Wellijigton, 
together with an influentj^al minority, were adverse to 
the* measure, as savouring tf)o much of «n attack on 
the princi})le of legitimate sovereignty. 

They held that without* the Spanish King renounced 
his riglits, the severance between Sjjain and her colonies 
could hut be half comideted. . 

Canning was, however, loyally supported in this matter 
by the sagacity of Lord Liverpool, who fully gauged 
the imporUmce of immediate action in the matter.* 

After-experience has not led one to think that a con- 
spicuous success has attended the states theijiselves, 
two of whom have been lately engaged in an exhausting 
war. 

No real settlement of society has ever been known in 
Mexico, and the bad faith of its Government ‘has become 
proverl)ial in financial circles. 

But, inhabiting some of the fairest regions the earth 


* Lord Castlcroa";!! held the foliowiiii,' opinion on the recognition 
of the American colonies. It is .stated in his last Statc*j)aper as 
delivered to the Dnlvc of Welliligton in 1823, as part of his 
instrnctions when proceeding to Verona : — 

“ As to the form of government (absolute) which she has of late 
established for herself in Europe, that is a matter with which, in 
the opinion of the English Cabinet, no Foreign Power has the 
smallest right to interfere. . . . But the case of the revolted 
colonies is different. It is evident, from the course which events « 
have takoii, that their recognition as independent states has 
become merely a question of time .” — of Lord Castlerewjli, by 
Sir C. ytewart Alison, vol. hi. p. 177. • 
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can boast, these free republics should j’et have before 
them a bright future, and conveys to coming generations 
the naijie of thmr great benefactor George Canning. 

The independence of these, colonies had not been 
attained wilhdut the preddhaiuauce of a master sphit 
amongst themselves, and Bolivar was the individual 
who, by an enthusiasm for the cause, brought other 
men to adopt his leadership. 

He was a bitter foe to slavery, and as such attracted 
the attention of Canning and the British Government, 
whose recognition was doubtless hastened thereby. He 
rose to be President of the Peruvian liepublic.. 

When the time for coping with these difficulties 
arrived, .Canning’s great powers had probably reached 
their full maturity. 

The irresistible promptings of genius had, in 1821, led 
to the acceptance of an almost imperial exile in India, 
there to emffiate the success of Hastings," Wellesley, and 
Cornwallis. On such a stage there was at least scope 
for the schemes of statesmanship, such as it came 
natural for Canning to project, even if the magnifi- 
cent flights of oratory soon to astonish the British 
nation would have been lost to the fortunate hearers, 
and received no record wlnirewith to delight posterity. 
Peace was sorely de.sired in India. One of those 
seasons of imperative rest had ensued, during which it 
must ever be necessary to husband resources on behalf 
of future necessities. But into such a desired haven 

At the Board of 00111^(^1 Canning haef indirectly watched over 
the destinies of our Eastern empire. 



2G1 


GKOKGK CANNING. (ll.) 

the good ship could only be steered by the guiding of 
a ftiaster-uund. The shoals whereon rash devisers 
of hollow truce might wreck England’s ^ eastern • 
fortunes, were many and manifold in the quarter of 
the globe where pusillanimity is soonar^ detected by 
the people than elsewhere. 

It was surely a great op})ortunity for Canning’s 
lawful and natural ambition, once, again to forsake the 
mere pedantry of politics and stand upon a st^Tge fitly, 
guided only by a born ruler of men. But the death of 
Lord Londonderry, in 1822, changed all. There was 
open'to Canning that direction of foreign affairs which had 
before proved statesman -like in its inception, and had 
since been accepted as such by the nation. 

It is not too much to say that but for Canning’s 
Parliamentary advocacy o’ England’s early action in 
Spain, that arduous Peninsula contest could never have 
been fought out. It required a similar lucid and 
eloquent exposition of policy in 1822 to reconcile Great 
Britain and her legislature to that gradual but marked 
separation from Continental action which the late 
Lord Londonderry had laid such stress on, and a 
public expression of whic^ his successor w{is clearly 
the man to make. Nothi’jig is more certain than that 
the English nation requires to be led by her rulers, 
and that individual statesman who in clear succinct 
and sounding terms can convey a national resolve to 
the world, will succeed where equally well furnished 
minds conspicuously fail. 

It IS, indeed, difficult at this distance of time to 
discern the absolute cause wliich generated pfficial 
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distrust in Canning ; a feeling wliieh led Prince 
Metternich to parody his policy atid distrrtsl his aiTns 
\Autohwgi/'ap}ui oj* Meiteniich, \ol. iv.) ; whicl^ not only 
subsequently induced Grey to .hold aloof in almost 
contemptuous,, hot by no means silent, opposition, but 
generated in the Great Duke of Wellington’s mind a 
doubt which Jed to his own tenf])orary retirement from 
office. Such unsympirihetic withdrawal can scarcely 
have bet» prompted bj’ personal motives, since we lind 
it not only participated in by tlie aliove statesmen 
themselves difiering strongly on public affairs, but 
shared alike *by the contemplative Peel and the * im- 
pressionable Ellenborough. And this phase of official 
feeling is the more remarkable, inasmuch as the views 
of Lord Londonderry and Wr. Canning, despite 
occasional divergence, had nevm- differed in the main. 
It is, therefore, only possible to account for the above- 
mentioned distrust, l>y doul)t generally felt amongst 
those responsible for public conduct as to the desirability 
of stirring popular appeals being made independently of 
traditional forms, and addressed in effect to that same 
class of society which the sjieaker unreservedly declined 
to enfranchise. * 

The Duke of Wellington wh^ returning from Verona 
passed through Paris, and saAV both Louis XVIII. and 
his minister Count Villele. He informed them as to 
the views of Lord Liverpool’s Government, and urged 
the advantage to France of faithful, adhesion to the 
Biltish alliance. But it was in vain. French counsels 
had been deliberated over and their course decided on. 
A so-called corps of observation was stationed close to the 
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Pyrenees with the full and settled intention of advancing 
into Spam aiT an ^early opportunity and carrying succour 
to flie Spa.nish King ; and sadly did* Ferdinaiid need* 
the benefit of all the. help that could be given him. 
He had finally succumbed to the superior generalship of 
the revolutionary leaders, and although the fair land of 
Spain was still all al)lTize with revolt and. rapine, the 
cause of legitimacy" was lost unless it obtained external 
aid. 

The King was a prisoner. His general had crossed 
the frontier into France, and it could but be a depressing 
state of •things for an Englishman to contemplate the 
condition of that realm, for the welfare of which his 
country had but a few short years ago sacaificed so 
much. But the political position was to take a less 
satisfactory phase as contemplated from the point of 
view of any freedom-loving community. A French 
army under the Duke d'Aiigouleme crossed the frontier 
on the 7th of April 1^:28, and met with no opposition 
worthy of the name, 'bhey came, as the French King 
declared, invoking the God of St. Louis to preserve the 
throne of Spain to a descendant of Henry IV. to save 
that kingdom from ruin and to reconcile it to Europe. 

In Paris, reasons totully differing had freely and 
openly been advanced ; reasons which rested solely on 
expediency, and were adopted for the purpose of pal- 
liating permanent and notorious dynastic difficulties. 
Marshal Victor, tlie Minister of War, boldly avowed 
that the army, tired of the barrack and parade-ground, 
pined * for active service, which it was desirable to 
secure at all hazards. No opposition worthy the •name 
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was offered to tlie French, who swept the country up 
to the gates of Seville and libei'afed Eefcimand from 
•his captivity. Bo void of all honour, however, was 
the Spanish monarch that he . there and then broke 
the promises ^w-liich he had given to the Cortez. A 
violated amnesty was too much for the French Prince, 
who in disgust returned to Paris, leaving, however, the 
resources of Spain pijostrate before France, the for- 
, tresses occupied by .her soldiers, and the practical 
conjuncture of France and Spain effected, which it liad 
been the object of British policy for at least a century 
to avert. It can be imagined that the Opposition in 
England were not slow to comment on this palpable 
failure of, policy. Canning and Lord Liverpool had 
clearly been unable to secure Spain from foreign inter- 
vention and invasion. 

If Lord Grey's advice had been taken, war would 
have, at least*, been risked to avert it. But Canning 
convinced the House of Commons of the wisdom of a 
waiting policy in tliis case. “ The circumstances in 1823 
were entirely different to those existing in 1808. Thm-e 
W'as a previous state of war Avith France at the latter 
period, and our landing in tlie *Pe:iinsula to succour the 
patriots Avas but a military appearance on a new and 
advantageous stage. If we took the field afresh in 1823 
it would probably be the signal for general European 
hostility toAvards the interests of England, and possibly 
the kindling of a general AA’ar.” 

•Wise words, as ,the sequel proved, for it Avas not 
long before the French wished themselves out of Spain, 
notAvithstanding that, on the whole, their reception 
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from the Spanish people had been friendly, and in some 
cases enthusfastic. ' • 

In France the war was held contemptible .amongst* 
military men, and unpopular with the lower orders, 
ihasmuch as the Royalists alone I’ejoiced, that a lance 
should l)e publicly broken on behalf of the right divine 
of kings. 

Mr. Canning could scarcely have hoped for success in 

restraining France on this occasion, and his filtlure so 

to do was certainly not unanticipated. But, on the 

other hand, never was the orator's influence over Par- 
•1 • ^ • . . . 
hament'so paramount, nor the beauty of his diction 

more ai)parcnt than during the year 1823. 

In the autumn he evolved that celebrated piece of 
oratory which, in company with other choicer flights, 
have descended to become household words amongst 
future generations. 

Speaking at Plymouth, he said: '‘’Our ultimate 
object is tlie peace of the world ; but lei it not be said 
that we cultivate peace either because we fear, or because 
we are not prepared for war The resources created by 
peace are the means of Avar. In cherishing these 
re.sources we but accumulate those means. Qur iiresent 
re])ose is no more a proof of our inability to act, than 
the state of inertness and inactiA'ity in w’hich I have 
seen those mighty masses that float in the waters aboA’e 
your toAvn is a proof they are devoid of strength and 
incapable of being fitted for action. You well knoAv 
how one of those stupendous masses now reposing 5n 
their shadoAvs in perfect stillness, Iioav soon, upon any 
call of patriotism or necessity, it would assume the 
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likeness of an animated thin", instinct with life and 
motion ; how soon it would wiffle, as* it were, its 
•swellin",, plumag^ ; how ijuicklT it would pvjt forth all 
its beauty and its hravery, colloj-t its scattered elements 
of strength, i^nd awake its dormant thunders. Such as 
is one of these magniticont machines when springing from 
inaction intQ a disjilay of its stiVngtli, such is England 
herself, while apparentl#.- passive and motionless she silently 
.causes '|iOwer to he pivt forth on an adecpiate occasion.” 

The quotation has heen given at length on account 
of its great beauty. Future narrations of oratorical 
perfection may contain ]>assages of equal nienit, when 
the records of a period which has ju-oduced a Bright 
have heeji treasured ni> : hut nothing supm-ior to the 
above quotation will ever meet the eye accustomed to 
revel amidst the choicest flowers of oratory, culh'd 
may he from the rich diction of Burke, the noble periods 
of Pitt and Ft)X, or the lofty ehximmce of Chatham. 

The year 1(S24 did not ])a>s by without the Foreign 
Secretary’s eloquent voice being uplifted on behalf of 
the j)oor slaves in British colonies, who still grovelled 
on in their servitude, notwithstanding all the interest 
taken in their cause at home*. Abolition had, indeed, 
been proved to he a totally different thing from 
emancipation, as, at an early stage of discussion. Lord 
Sidmouth had forecasted. At Canning’s instance and as 
the result of his pr(q)osition in the House of Commons, 
the traffic in slaves was denounce/1 as piratical, the 
question thus reacting a distinct stage, which rendered 
anyone engaging in the trade liable t® transportation. 

In Greece the conflict between Turkey and her revolted 
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provinces was arousing tlie interest and sympathy of the 
civilised worfd. Tlte«e can l;e no doubt tliat the action 
of "Englajjd in South America, afid the ^Antilles,’ 
re-animated hopes in .Cireece, which sympathy with 
freedom all over the world* would naturayy inspire. If 
slav('rv were woi-fliY the condemnation and hitter hostilitv 
it engendered in a Bl-itish breast, surely the events 
which were proved to have occuip-ed in Greece and the 
Morea W(*re calculated to ap})eal alike to the instincts o£ 
humanity. 

News travelled hut slowly in those days, and it w’as 
long *l)ef«re the fact became generally known tliat during 
the tirst year of the Greek insurrection, the island of 
Scio had, in April 1H22, been nearly depopulated by the 
savagery of the incensed Moslems. 

Evi'u now few men realise that in an island where 
Christianity, civilisation, and education Avere slowly 
Hjireadiiig through the population, 10,000 V?re only left 
out of a Ibrmer total of 50,000 souls. That the reprisals 
were on a like scale, and equally hideous in their bar- 
barity, brought no alleA'iation to the statesman's task. 

The death of England’s greatest modern poet. Lord 
Byron, at Missolonghi, wfiere he had been preparing to 
draw his SAvord for the Grefeks he had already encouraged 
by his presence and cheered by the SAA’eetest song, 
increased the excitement, consequent on these reA^clations. 
Like the poet Korner,* his death aroused latent 


='■ Kcg'ncr died of tiis Avoimds near Mockleiibur^di in 1813, 
fif'litinj' in the citizen* army of Prjjsjgia ; Byron, at Mis.solon^ln, 
of fever cauglit in prosecution of liis designs, April 19tb, 1824, 
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sympathies for the cause oii behalf of which he 
died. 

* Tlie jmagiiiat*ons of those to whom ^le former 
traditions of Grecian empire, wore familiar, hccanie 
stirred to tl^e very depths. Songs breathing moSt 
passionate enthnsiasm, and at the same time tlie 
sweetest and tenderest emotion, Tlad issued from the pen 
of the dead poet. He had liimself given up all for the 
•struggfP, and then straightway arose a wave of irresistible 
opinion which no Government could disregard. 

This was the genuine outpouring of revived national 
feeling — religion, life, and existence seemed at *;talie. 

The eyes of those animated by tlu'se exalting ideas, 
were instkictively turm'd towards George fanning. 

But he of all men knew best how this was a 
statesman’s ejuestion. and that th(' shadow of war rested 
once more over Europe, and halted before the sjiectre of 
that war of opinions which he dre.uled. 

As Thiers has said of the Ea^’ern (Question, they are 
foolish and insane who pretend to divine it, and on this 
occasion England's minister was confronted with the 
most perplexing phase of that uufathoinahle dii)lomatic 
maze \vhich Europe has ever been calk'd on to 
unravel. ; 

On the one hand Wiis a desolating and apparently 
endless struggle, which humanity loudly called for a 
cessation of, a consummation only to be attained by the 
humiliation of one of the contending.parties. 

If Turkey was. to be considered as an independent 
nation, her right to the allegiance of her subjects was 
undoubted, and with the threatened overthrow of Sultan 
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Maliinond’s rule by Russia, there could only follow one 

possihk! issue*, .utterly .ajid irndrievahly disastrous to the 

intercuts of Enjj^land. 

• ... • 

It was, niorc(n'er, o])viously imposing too flagrantly on 

the cn dil)ilitv of l)en(‘volent* humanity to ask them to 
ladieve that th(‘ same Russian power desirous of crushing 
nas('(‘iit liberties at tlie^ioint of tlie bayonet in Spain, 
ainl ignoring tln'iii in South Anun'ica, was fired with 
a di^]nt(*rest(‘d love of liberty in lhe.]\Ioi’(.‘a. • 

In Se})t(‘nil>er 1821, died Louis XVIII. of France, a 
])rince wlio had estaldished his Govea’iiment on a stable 
l)asis lA.'y(ind all tlie exj^ectations of those most competent 
to judge 

In th(‘ midst of national i>rosp(‘rity at hom(‘, and high 
coiuiiKa’c'ial cnnlit a])road, th(‘ yeai* 1825 burst on 
England clouded, but by tlu‘ unsettled condition of 
Spain and the east of Euroj»e. So long as the French 
remained in tli(‘ Roninsnla, pc' ce could not ))e assured 
anymore than could a statesman look hopefully upon the 
unfathoinaldc difficulties arising in Ji;uro])ean Turkey. 

J.ord Livc'i'poors GoViTiiment continued to retain the 
support of a vast majority in either House of Parlia- 
ment, the countcmaiu'c of* the Sovereign, and. general 
accjuiescc'iice of the nation ;in their policy at home and 
abroad . 

How far such success was attributable to Mr. 
Canning’s po])ularity it is difficult to decide ; but no 
one who studies tha Parlianu'iitary debates will fail to 
recognise the power and talents which Jent such strengtlf 
to the rxc'ciitive, and enticed others to render a supjuu't 
not strictly in unison Avith the lilies of party. 

XL 
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The whole rank and file of the Grenville connection 
appear about this time to have adjicred to*Goverhinent. 

‘ Lord Grenville,* it is true, stood aloof in ,a kinfl of 

fa 

benevolent neutralitj’; hut as ^ the Duke of Lucking- 
ham observeg, in his Hisloni of the Ile<]cii(ii, “nothing 
but later ti-actitional connection with the ^^higs kept 
Pitt’s old. colleague from •resuming his former 
politics.” • 

•• Lat? in 1825 a 2 >aiiic overshadowed the money market 
in London. Never before or since has its like been 
seen, or such highly trusted tinancial establishments 
been overwhelmed witliout diu> warning. Tlie^-aiTses of 
such unprecedented disast(‘rs are not within the province 
of this velume, but the acuteness of the crisis was sucli 
as to throw all others into the shade. 

The Emperor Alexander 1. of Russia about tlie same 
time laid down his life when on a journey of insja-ction 
at Taganrog.* 

Alexander I.’s character has been variously descanted 
on, and but sparsely understood. II(‘ was certainly at 
times in his carreer subject to tits of ambition, and once 
after the battle of Friedland Naprdeon obtained an 
influenca over him. which but* for England and Canning's 
resolute opposition, might liah'e i»roved fatal to Eu]'oi)ean 
libei-ty. Afterwards when he gauged the true nature of 
the domination smight to be erected in Euroi)o, and 
found that he was exj)ected to act the part of a mere 
cat.spaw to Napoleon, his whole boing revolted against 
such ignominy. , 

Although his policy was afterw«irds tinged *with a 
desire to suppress rising freedom in Naples and Spain, 
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he promulgated measures at home for the relief of his 
serfs, ahd displayed frgm time to time a longing lor 
constAutionijl government. Abroad the interests of • 
Kussia were never forgotten, and his condixct m the 
East, althougli non-aggressive as compared with his 
successors, necessarily led to that clashifTg of British 
and Russian interests which the circumstances rendered 
inevitable. , 

Still his memory will on the wljole be connecled in, 
(rreat Britain with the great war of 1818, and his visit 
to the Prince ilegent the following year remains an 
intcrciCting event in our annals. ' 

The year 18'2G was one of anxiety for the British 
Government. Measures had to be taken to cope with 
the tinancial distresses of the prec(‘ding year. 

Lord Liverpool and Canning, moreover, made another 
effort to inform the British West Indian colonists that 
the days of slavery in any form were doomcvl amongst us, 
and that all measures were to be directed towards a 
speedy manumission of slaves. 

The improvement in treatment had already been very 
great, but the planter was to henceforth accustom his 
mind to the idea that tliG institution was to receive its 
death-blow Avhenever the Ht)me Government saw its way 
to effecting the good purjmse. 

Towards the end of 1820 Portugal began to be in a 
disturbed condition. King John VI. had banished a 
younger sou, Don Miguel, from his dominions ; and the 
King dying when his heir, Don Pedro, was in the 
Brazils* a civil war sprang up as if over a disputed 
succession. By the laws of Portugal the retention of 

14 * 4 - 
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the Brazilian kingdom (which he had decided on) 
disqualified Don Pedro from succeeding to \fie throne. 

Ped^o, .however, straightway appointed ta Regency 
under his daughter, Isabella Maria, and hoped thereby 
to preserve p^ce. 

Pe also caused a Constitution to l)e proclaimed, 
which, accepted by the Infauta*[sabella's advisers, was 
repudiated by a porticAi of the army, w'ho broke out into 
•open rebellion, finally crossing over the Spanish frontier, 
where they received sympathy and protection. The 
crisis was the more grave, inasmuch as more than one 
treaty bound England to defend Portugal from foreign 
attack. 

At first it was proposed to send Lord Beresford out to 
take command of the Portuguese armies, and Ijy his 
presence to instil confidence, and so prevent any actual 
invasion of the country. 

But the French armies were still in Sj)ain, and it was 
known that a party existed in faA'our of war with 
England. Such, however. Canning knew from the 
result of personal contact, was not the view of Count 
Villele, the French Minister, r,r. indeed, of Charles X., 
both of whom desired to get'theiv armies out of Spain, 
and fish no more in those trcAtbled waters. 

But the crisis hourly grew more acute, and towards 
the end of the year it became evident that Spain at any 
rate was disposed to provoke a conflict with Portugal, 
for the purpose of destroying tht; Constitution and 
setting Don Miguel on the throne. 

Two separate organised invasibns of Portuguese 
territory took place, and the Lisbon Government 
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iajipealed to England for tlio help ive were by treaty 
bound to afford. 

Notwithutanding that neither Lord Liverpool nor* 
Canning were well enengh to be in town, when the 
necessity for action arose they promp^y called the 
cabinet together, and in a fortnight’s time a British 
force 0,()0() strong, umler Sir William Clinton, was on 
the seas bound for Lisbon. • 

Messages were sent down by the King to both feouse^ 
of Parliament announcing the event, whilst the 
justification thereof was left to the ever-elo(juent Foreign 
Secretaiy. Once more was that grand voice heard 
appealing to the l earts of his hearers. 

iSever since Pitt and Fox had ceased to delight and 
instruct their countrymen had such oratory been heard 
in the British Senate. The doubters, if doubters there 
were, received fresh impulse. Taking his stand upon 
the sacred rights ol treaties, Canning claimed for his 
country' the highest po.sition from the consciousness of 
her strength, but above all from her resolve to use it, 
if at all, for the benefit of humanity. 

“It is one thing,” he declared, “ to have a giant’s 
strength, but another to u*se it like a giant. 

“ Let us fly then,” he &aid, “ to the aid of Portugal, 
by whomsoever attacked, because it is our dut}' to do so ; 
and let us cease our interference where that duty ends. 
We go to Portugal (in 1820) but to defend and preserve 
the independence of an ally. 

“We go to plant the standard of England on the 
well-known heights of Lisbon^ Where that standard is 
planted foreign dominion shall not come.” * 
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This policy proved thoroughly and (uitireh' successful. 
Not a shot was fired, aud Portugal saved from the 
impending. Spanish attack ; the whole circumstance de- 
monstrating the value of rea(^v counsel in times of danger. 

Canning w^ above all things the minish'r of action, 
and as such will ever he remembered amongs* us. 

But the anxieties of a Britrsh minister had hy no 
means been confined'to the Peninsula. 1‘ivents in the 
*east Europe simple tended towards the disappearance 
of the Ottoman ruh' in general fury and disorder. 

The new Emperor Nicholas of Russia was an avowed 
foe to Turkey, and gladly prepared to carrA'* out the 
news of Peter the Great and Cathei’ine. Not himself 
the elder son, he profited hy liis brother Constantine's 
renunciation of the succession. His coronation in 1825 
was not, however, consummated without an insurrection 
of troops at Moscow, so that an additional reason existed 
for offering the distractions of foreign service to a 
numerous and dangerous soldiery. Ample excuse for 
interference, moreover, existed in the continued horrors 
perpetrated throughout the Greek provinces. 

Events at Constantinople had likewise conspired to 
weaken flie Sultan’s defensive po^ver. Sultan Mahmoud 
who was then tlie reigning *sovereign, liad seen clearly 
that his empire was in danger of disintegration, aud 
conceived the idea that by the diffusing of European 
civilisation and a general reform of her institutions, 
civil and military, Turkey could afone be saved. This 
consummation h<? proceeded to carry out by vigorous 
measures, and. whilst ,in process *of creating a new 
army*, destroyed, during June 1826, the power of the 
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jauissaries, or old infantry of Turkey, who arose in 
insurrection agaiivst hiln. 

Mahnioml being made aware of tlie intentions of* 
Russia, stoutly refused t» yield to the Greeks or volun- 
tarily agree to the severance of an ^-re from his 
dominioiiJX Looking, as he certainly did, with kindly 
eye on his Christian subjects, he yet savagely declined 
to treat vuth Greece as an incipiei’t power. 

The struggle was last drifting* into one between* 
Christian and Moslem, in which the former element 
must have straightway prevailed hut for the^succour sent 
to MahnToud by his nominal vassal the famous Meheinet 
A-li, whose son, Ibrahim, developed militiry talents, and 
with them a barbarity which served his master’s cause 
but ill. 

M’hen it cam<' to he proclaimed that religion was at 
stake, and that Lurope generally was in league against 
the Turkish nation, a general uprising 'took place at 
Constantinople, in August 1S2G, G,000 houses were 
burned, and a massacre of Chiistians ensued. It has 
been calculated by Sir Archibald Alison, that one way 
and another during the Greek struggle for independence, 
the Christians who fell didl not fall short of a* hundred 
thousand. * 

The last months of Lord Liverpool’s Government, 
passed in anxiety and uncertainty, which it was found 
impossible to allay by diplomatic .arts ; and although 
these dark clouds oh the horizon were tempered by the 
brighter vision of secured peace neai-er home, George 
Canning w'as destined to clos^ the era of his second 
Foreign Secretaryship without finding a solution of the 
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statesman's spectre, that mncli dreaded and never, ending 
Eastern Qliestion. But he esta1)rislu'd a reputation for 
singuhv diplomatic address. * 

England’s object, to us(i the Prime ^Minister's own 
words, was let the Porte down ea.sily in the matter 
of .Greece, where concession must sooner o/' later have 
ensued. Canning, moreover, resolved to do so in such 
a mai^ner that Pussia*s excuse to attack Turkey should 
*1)6 removed 

He induced surrendt'r in the matter of Black Sea 
trade and the recognition of the Danuhian Princi- 
palities. * 

These advantages ivere gained for Bussia by Treaty at 
Akerman in September LS'io. Gn that occasion the 
Muscovite i)lenipotentiaries positively secured the 
acceptance of the convention in question by secretly 
engaging not to interfere in the aft'airs of Greece. 

Judge then the astonishment of Sultan Mahmoud, 
when he afterwards discovered that by a pre-engage- 
ment with France and England, entered into l)y the Duke 
of Wellington foi- Great Britain at St. Petersburgh, and 
dated April 1826, the prineijile of such interference had 
already been affirmed, and tfic iiidependence of Greece 
thereby assured. ( Ibis engagfunent is known in modern 
histoiy as the Protocol of St. Petersburgh). Without 
denying that the horror of the conflict demanded its 
cessation, the perfidious conduct of Russia should stand 
as a warning to all engaged in negotiations with her 
concerning Turke3' and the East. 

The ultimate outcome was so disastrous to England, 
that the action of Canning in the matter should be the 
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closer ^canned to show how he at least, with all his 
scholar]}^ sympathy foi^ Greece, and hatred of barbarity, 
never lost ‘sight of British interests until, ^as, the’ 
magician’s wand was wreste/1 from his hands by death, 
and amongst his friends none remained able to 
wield it.^ . - 

In the first place so skilful and patient was Canning’s 
diplomacy, that after much delaj’ France and Bussia 
threw the framing of a protocol into British hands, and" 
so gained diplomatic recognition of Greek belligerent 
rights. His secretary, Hr. A. G. Staple^ton, tells us 
how, in ‘the earlier stages of the Greek contest, Mr. 
Canning respected Turkish independence, but that when 
Ibrahim Pacha’s scheme for devastating the Morea be- 
calm' known, English mediation was offered,* Canning 
justified such interfi'rence only on the ground of pre- 
venting a Christian people from extermination, and 
devised the Treaty of London with full assurance of its 
operating so as to estop Kussian territorial aggrandise- 
ment. This having been specially set forth by the 
diplomatic documents, which led to the protocol of St. 
Petersburgh, was endorsed by the Duke of Wellington, 
when negotiating that instrument, upon which tlie famous 
treaty of Loudon was founded in July 1827. 

The Duke distinctly says, Mr. Canning and the British 
Government, did not intend there should be a battle ; t 


• Qmtrterli/ lierjew^ vol. liii. p. 286. 

^ Pnlitiraf Jjifr of i tnuiiwi, \»>I. iii. 2). 254. 

\ Wellinijton Snpplemmtnry Despatches^ vol. vii. p. 71.* 
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and Lor^ Dudley (wlio as Foreign Secretary at tlie time 
knew bes^ of anyone) subseqin^itly ,tol(f Lord Ellen- 
borougb that (5anuing never suggested bftTc for the 
purpose of carrying out the Treaty of Loudon, but that 
it had been a^idered difficult to publicly fix that stigma 

^ppn those who certainly brought it abo.i.'i, viz. the 

0 

Russians.* 

The Russian cori'bspondence has since proved that 
“Nicholas desired waV, and, as the Duke ot ellington 
believed, the destruction of the Turkish fieet, and at a 
moment when he had authorised the Duke to tell the 
Turks that he would never make war for the’tjreeks it 
thev made the other concession he demanded. 

The Turkish Government, on their })art, were guilty 
of a gross breach of faith, which has gone far towards 
placing them on a moral level M'itli their foe, when they 
positively admitted, as they sul^sequently did, that the 
Treaty of .\kerman had only i)eeu signed by them to 
gain time, and with a secret determination to repudiate 
obnoxious clauses. 

Conduct such as this helped to play Russia’s game, 
one equally disingenuous, it is true, but not so avowed to 
be. As. Sir Archibald Alison r|imai'ks, such acts of perfidy 
are, unfortunately, to be found in European history, but 
never before openly acknowledged by the party signing 
a treaty. 

Knowledge of the double game played by Russia at 
Akerman, and subsequently to that treaty, cannot excuse 


* Lord Ellenborough’s Diary, vol. i. p. 28. 
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Snitaii Mahmoud and his advisers for conduct which has 
gone far to a’lienv-te western opinion from die gallant 
compatriots' who afterwards died at Silistri^ and 
Plevna. 

« 

‘We, however, are here chiefly intereste;! in the fact 
that the B^’^jsh ministers, by combining England, France 
and Russia in tlie" original protocol, forced Russia to 
observe a moderation !is regards (ji'eece when signing the 
Treaty of Adriauople in 1B29. But for Canning's fore-'* 
sight in this matter the dismemberment of Turkey might 
have been proceeded with, and a general European w'ar 
have ensiled, such as, from the nature of circumstances, 
is likely to occur whenever the possession of Constan- 
tinople is ill dispute. 

So far as Metternich was concenied, one of the 
wisest things he ever did, in the Duke of Wellington’s 
opinion, was to arm his country before the war com- 
menced, and so protect the German and Danubian 
interests, which most undoubtedly w'ould have suffered 
at the hands of a youthful emperor, flushed with victory 
and at the head of a million of men. 

The verdict of history has, on the whole, been just 
to the second foreign admi^iistration of George Canning. 
His resolute love of freedom found natural expression 
in the fulfilment of his colleagues’ preconceived reso- 
lutions. And this fact should not, in justice to all, 
be lost sight of w'hilst extolling the courage and genius 
of the popular miniver himself — for popular in the best 
sense of the tenn he surely was wheu, on the resigna- 
tion of his honoured chief, Lorc^ Liverpool, in February 
1827, he at last attained to the highest poinf*of a 
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subject’s ’ambition, and beoaino Prime Minister of 
England.'^ But the honours #ame, too* late. At the 
Duke pf York's funeral in January 1827, Mr. <’anning had 
caught a cold from the etfect* of which never he really 
recovered, ^he weather was exceedingly cold, and 
«*7ith characteristic unselfishness the Fort^xi Secretary 
placed the only available foo^loor so tliat old Lord 
Eldon should have'the use of it. In so doin^, ii 
^ followed that he had himself to stand on the cold sO)i,( ^ 
of St. George's Chapel. Even previous to this coi'u- 
ternpx, Canjiing had evinced delicacy of constitution, ajid 
Sir Henry Holland attended him at Brighton* Yluring a 
teinporaiy rest from the duties of office. 

The fiialady to which he became liable was a rheu- 
matic atfectioji. for which <juiet of mind and body was 
desirable, and in this state of public affairs an im- 
possibility. When, therefore, at the retirement of Lord 
Liverpool, v’alued colleagues were seen deserting the 
new Prime Minister and he found himself, as he 
believed, unjustly judged by those from whom he had 
reason to expect support and confidence, the vexation 
of the situation half overwhelmed him. Althoindi 
outwardly he stood to hil work without shrinking, 
the iron had, indeed, entered into that too sensitive 
soul. 

The subjoined letter from Mr. Canning to Lord 
Bexley was written during the formation of the Admini- 
^stration of the former statesman*. Lord Bexley had 
consented to join* on the understanding that Govemm*ent 
was carried on on siiyilar principles to those which 
guided Lord Liverpool : — 
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“F. 0., I 

. “ April 15tk,* 1827. 

“ Dear Lord Bexley, ’ 

“ I cannot deny. myself the pleasure of letting 
yoa know that J have submitted to the King your letter 
of yesterday, and that His [Majesty expressed the greatest 
satisfaction at 3'>Vn:' 2 -AVfijd and frank acquiescence in the 
.proposition which I am commanded. to make to you. 

“His Majesh particularly desires me to say to 'you 
that if dll the elements of Lord Liver 2 )oors Adminis- 
tration are not ke 2 )t together, it is no fault of His 
Majest\*‘.v iu)r of mine. His [Majesty still^ trusts that 
this will be the result, but His [Majestj* felt the direct- 
ness of your letter tlie more sensil)ly from my having to 
lay before His Majesty at the same time with yours, one 
or two answers of a less decided and explicit character. 

“ Believe me ever, dear Lord Bexley, 

“ Most sincerely yours, 

“ George Canning. 

“ 1 shall be very glad to see you, but we shall meet at 
Wynne’s to-day at dinner.” 

The writer has seen the whole corresjwndence between 
Mr. Canning and Lord Be ,:ley on this occasion', which, 
telling as it does the story bf the minister’s difficulties, 
has an interest no lover of history will gainsay. After 
the above letter had been written Lord Bexley saw 
prominent opponents of Catholic Emancipation deserting 
Canning, and for a' moment seemed appalled at the 
prdspect of being left alone as what A7as in those days 
termed a Protestant amongst colleagues unlikely to agree 
to the question remaining open, as it was in the cabinet 



222 FOREIGN SECRETARIES OF THE XIX. CENTURY. 


of Lord Liverpool. But King George IV. — notwith- 
standing *his well-known Protdstyant^ o 2 )Mons— loyally 
supported. Canning, and induced Lord Bexlay to remain 
in the neAV Government. Luring these ditiiciilties 
Mr. Oanningis per^jlexity is plainly visil)le, as may he 
from the correspondence now in the obsession of 
Mr. John Thornton, of 7, GTrtWf'Tfltnlens (Lord 
Bexley’s representath’e), through wliose kindness the 
•author has been allowed to lithograph the two letters of 
Lord Castlereagh and Mr. Canning. 

In one letter the worried minister tells us of the 
partial success of his negotiations with the ^^gs and 
the consequent adhesion of the Duke of l^evonshire. 
In another he speaks of his despair of iinding a Home 
Secretary, first arranging that Lord Bexley should 
temporarily hold the seals, which finally were taken bj’ 
Mr. Sturges Bourne. The letter given at length above 
best charactAises the spirit in which both the King and 
his illustrious Prime Minister acted, and it is impossible 
not to arise from contemplation thereof without profound 
sympathy for the harass(‘d man of genius, and an 
improved opinion of his well-abused Sovereign. 

The^disturhing character |>f the deliherations in ques- 
tion is manifest even in tlie very handwriting in which 
the above letter is penned, and doubtless justified the 
anxiety wliich Lord Teignmonth saw written in Canning’s 
countenance when, to use that nobleman’s words, he 
had assumed the thornv crown which cost him his life, 
and was in a carriage on his way to Windsor, lookiTig, 
indeed, as if the shadow of death hfld passed over him. 

LWd Teignmonth is a great observer of all the scenes 
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through which he has passed, and his Rtminiscmces 

contain passages of varied interest. His opinion of 
Mr. Ganning’s eloquence W'as very high. Speaking 

of its classic beauty of elocution and gracefulness of 
manner, he instances a passage in a speech made at the 
close of til.* great war, as having ap 2 )ealed most to his 
own feelings a-ir.f"/\c:tf d itself on the recollection : - 
“ The subsidence of the deluge, ,and the consequent 
re-appearance of spires and pinnacles of ancient 

establishments, which towered once more above the 

Avaters,” was the subject out of which the orator’s art 
Avronght*»ttcli mystical memoiies. 

Thrown by force of necessity half into tlie rival 
camp, it l)ecanu‘. in 1S27, necessary to recruit (xovern- 
ment ranks with the more moderate members of the Whig 
party, whose talents marked them out as tit for the 
purp(»se. 15ut of English politicians the more famous 
of either party were unfriendly to Mr* Canning’s 
Premiership. That they misunderstood the general scope 
of his policy few Avill noAv doubt. 

But our brilliant orator had never been able to restrain 
his ready wit, and hidden behind the most sparkling 
epigram might often be found a sting— such as, left its 
mark behind. For instance'^ at an early part of the great 
statesman’s career, Avhen he desired Pitt to replace 
Addington, he remarked : “ Pitt is to Addington as 
London to Paddington,’’ a terse but effective summing-up 
of the matter at issue, which must have wounded in a 
quarter where, in after years, the witty politician himself 
learned to respect. 'Again, when in the Jnti- Jacobin he 
gave rein to his feeling against the proverbial “ candid 
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friend/’ it is difficult to believe that some individual 
delinquent was not writhing under^the co\iort sart*asm of 

his brilliant foe < - 

• 

“Much may he said on both sicfes ; hark ! I hear 
A well-Htiown voice that murmur'^ in my ear : 

. The voice of Candour. Hail ! mo^t solemn saje. 

Thou drivelliiiLT virtue of the 

• 

^‘Too nice to prai''e by wholesale or to blame. 

Convinced that afl men*s motives are tin* same. 

And tinds, with keen di^-criniinatiiiLr si.i,dit, 

Black s not so black, nor white so v( r\ white*. 


“Give me th’ avowed, tli’ erect, the manly fo(\ 

]^>(fld J can iiK'et, perhaps may turn hi^^ lilow : 

But of all pla,L,mes. .irood lleave-n, tliy wrath can send, 

Save, save, oh sa\c me from the candid friend." 

It is tol(t of Canning that n clorgyman desiring 
to flatter, shoi’tened his sermon in order to indulge an 
assumed dislike for length v discourses. 

“I took care to avoid being long and dull/’ remarked 
the parson after scu’vice. ‘‘ Yon were not Zo////,” was the 
only vouchsafed reply, as, with a twinkle in liis eye, 
the statesman left Ins frienc^'to ponder over the implied 
rebuke, meant, doubtless, as a jirotest against distinction 
of persons in the house of God. 

In the same way, many a witticism levelled in the 
heat of debate liad conveyed the orator’s rebuke to an 
•opponent, and rankled as such well-directed shafts jiire 
wont to do , • 

The most powerful itvective, with all its immediate 
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and striking effect, leaves no such permanent sear on 
the meiaorj, and, therefore, creates the less enmity. 

Thai Canipug suffered the lot of all who both possess 
and use this fatal charm of sarcasm, history brings the 
reader clearly to perceive. * ^ 

AVhen tli^^ debates in Parliament proved the existence 
of virulent perscn;'’ fooling against himself, he had 
neither the stolidity of dispositioy enabling him to 
disregard such matters, nor the sti'ength to bearW;he 
consequent vexation. 

He retired to Cliiswick a worried and harassed man, 
and, ovc»r'' 5 ilven by an acute attack of his form'er ailment, 
succumbed on August 8th, 1827. 

Deep was the national grief, for all could see that a 
great mind had gone from amongst them — one who, if 
not free from natural weaknesses, was yet supremely 
gifted. Prominent amongst English orators stood his 
name. Famous alike had been his wisdom in directing 
British counsels, and with them the fate of Europe and 
the world. 

Through his ready action the conspiracy of Tilsit was 
deprived of its stiug, and liberty allowed to occupy a 
portion of the stage on which he afterwards encouraged 
her action. 

Such was tl>e man who, under the same roof where 
Fox’s last breath had been drawn, sank to the rest 
denied him on earth.* 

Canning’s temperament cannot be described as a 


u. 


’• August 18:^. 
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happy on^. A kind of restless impatience impelled him 
to intrigue in politics. He feUj his power, arid could 
' not bear for a inoment to be surpassed in ^Im raec ; he 
would sooner cease to be a competitor altogether. 
Unfriendly critics termed this weakness of temperament, 
, T^ity. 

Without for a moment ondors ing^i cli judgment, it is 
impossible not to allow that Canning failed to conciliate 

• whfre others of inferior genius hud succeeded — suc- 

ceeded, that is, in reconciling the same men steeped in 
similar prejudices, who, in his case, refused to listen 
to the eloquent voice of the charmer. . . ' 

It is curious to contemplate that of the three greater 
English intellects who were engaged in the service of 
England in 1827, two, viz. Lord Wellesley and Mr. 
Canning, were subject to this constitutional sensitiveness, 
whilst a third, the great Duke of Wellington, was of 
sturdier stuff, caring little what men might say or tliink, 
so long as his own conscience was satisfied. 

The time has arrived when we should garner in all 
that can be told us of this great minister, for during 
1880 two voices have become silent, either of which 
could have enlightened us with many an interesting 
detail Lord Stratford de Eedcliffe and Mr. A. G. 
Stapleton have both passed away. The first, the play- 
mate and early friend, probably knew Canning’s 
diplomatic aims. As his confidential secretary and 
political biographer, Mr. Stapleton must have possessed 

* secrets scarcely less valuable. 

The English nation’s loss through Canning’S prema- 
ture death can scarcely be gauged correctly, but his 
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latter anion with moderate Whig opinion must pre- 
sumedly have’lfed to gradual reform in our institutions. 

Truh it is, that not only he but several prominent 
colleagues Avere hostile to. a reduction of the franchise, 
hut undoubtedly the fast-changing times wo»ld have led 
to correspcrading modifications of opinion. We know 
that when taken to a dinner for the purpose of tasting a 
new champagne. Canning declared* that the man who 
said he liked it dry would say anythhig. But we believe ' 
that as if not his taste, at least his opinion in this 
matter, would have become modified, so ^would the 
Cousenhlrve feeling in favour of a restricted franchise 
have yielded to the Avholesome and moderate influence 
of colleagues such as Palmerston and Harrowby. 

It is Avell-kuown that his advent to power made 
Catholic emancipation certain to take early effect. It 
is reasonable, therefore, to believe that he would have 
exerted himself to fulfil other unfinished parts of Pitt’s 
Constitutional programme. 

The Constitution might thus have been spared the 
rough wrench it received in 1832. 

More than one instance has been given in these pages 
of the matchless imagery by means of which Canning 
was wont to fix his speeches on the human memory. 
By means of these flowers of oratory it happens that we 
know phrases of George Canning’s and have little by 
which to remember men at least his equal in the Senate. 
Brougham, for instance, never was surpassed in hostile^ 
debate by any man before or since, but the oratorical charm, 
appealing to the conimonest understanding, has not in 
his case communicated itself so markedly to posterity’. 

16 * 
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Wlien Canning desired to im2)ress uiion the House of 
Commons the undesirability and«ahsiii*dity*of sustaining 
disabi^tifes against the Roman Catholics, • ho dfi w a 
picture of the Duke of Norfolk performing his duties as 
Earl Marslml of England at George IV. ’s coronation, 
* then just concluded : - - * 

“Do you imagine,” said he,*“il never occurred to 
the rejiresentatives hf Europe, that, contemjdating this 
’imposing spectacle, *it never likewise occurred to the 
ambassadors of Catholic Austria, of Catholic France, or 
of states more bigoted — if anv there be — to the Catholic 
religion, to reflect that the moment this solemirce’remony 
was over, the Duke of Norfolk would become deprived 
of his jirivileges amongst his fellow-peers, stri2)pcd of 
his robes of office, which were to be laid aside until the 
distant- be it a very distant — day when the coronation 
of a successor to the present gracious Sovereign should 
again call him forth to assist at a similar solemnisation. 
Thus, aft( r being exhibited to tlje j)eers and 2)eo2)le of 
England, to the representatives of princes and nations 
of the world, the Duke of Norfolk — highest in rank 
amongst the peers — the Lord Clifford, and others like 
him, representing a long line of illustrious and heroic 
ancestors, appeared as if th’ey had been called forth and 
furnished for the occasion, like the lustres and banners 
which glittered and flamed in the scene. But with the 
pageantry of the hour their importance faded away, and 
,he who headed the procession to-day could not sit among 
them as their equal to-morrow.” 

A Bill was passed through Parliament allowing the 
CatRolic Duke of Norfolk to perform the duties of Earl 
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Marshal of England, but left his jiolitical stilus other- 
wise untoucfiM. ^ Mr. .Canning’s forcible and, glowing 
language depicts the case in all its naked inji sti^ce and 
absurdity, without venturing on extreme or highly- 
coloured statement • 

Moreoyfir, his almost Tory love for the herahi’c • 
ceremonial appertaining to those w'ho inherited such 
customs from mediaeval times, displays in Mr. Canning’s 
mind a .strong passion for what Bacon terms “ the true* 
antiquity of time.” 

We may be quite sure he would not have been found 
endeavbuting to deprive us of the pomp and lustre of 
our national ceremonies, or an advocate of a Lord 
Mayor’s Show degraded to such a commonplace level 
that thf' good citizens of London do not care to walk 
across the street to behold what is fast becoming the 
shadow of its former splendour. 

Xo life of Mr. Canning, be it either short or long, 
is complete without a frank admission that towards the 
close of his life officialism at home and abroad looked 
askance at an undisputed pre-eminence, and dreaded the 
results of counsel misjudged, may be, from the very sway 
of its eloquence. This is specially made evident in the 
later jiolitical biographies dealing with the period during 
which he was at the Foreign Office as afterwards at the 
Treasury. 

The reason for such confidence being wanting in 
quarters where every opportunity of observing had been 
enjoyed, need not be sought for in vain. 

Mr. Canning’s friends latterly claimed for him a 
position entirely independent of that official society 
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amongst Jkhe members of which the great orator’s life 
had beep mainly passed. It was* as^ thd "leader of the 
remn^t^who learnt their traditions under Pitt that 
Canning climbed to the position of Foreign Secretary 
and Prime Minister. Therefore, when former colleagues 
<*■ haard the name of Canning used out of floors as a 
rallying- 2 )oint for revolutionarj* doctrines such as the 
minister’s whole former life had been spent in endeavour- 
* ing to controvert, and which he would have at all times 
repudiated, they were not slow to resent a monopoly 
of true Liberal principles which we are confident Mr. 
Canning never presumed to claim. Beyond the* lessons 
which he had himself learned from Pitt, Canning never 
desired himself to move or to impel others. 

His assumption of Lord Castlereagh’s maxims of 
foreign policy j)roved this, and there is no more exploded 
theory in modem history than that of the new departure 
which was 'supposed to have been made after Lord 
Castlereagh’s death. 

On the other hand Mr. Canning undoubtedly did see 
that the times in which he lived were fast changing, and 
that appeals to the mind and intelligence of mankind 
alone could consolidate maxims of wisdom and fore- 
thought which were not th^ outcome of one mind alone, 
but had descended from Pitt himself, and received the 
passing emphasis from Canning which extraordinary 
powers allowed him to disseminate. His immediate 
^ object, as expressed to Sir W. Knighton, in 1827, was 
to make George dV. the head of Europe, instead of being 
reckoned fifth in a great confederacy. Herein*^, indeed, 
was'the spirit of Pitt displayed. 
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The people, then, who relied with enthasiastic and un- 
reasoniftg beKef on th^ genius of Canning to inaugurate 
a new' era amongst them, must be forgi^fen their natural 
admiration of the talent^ of one who could, however, 
never be severed entirely from the old schopl which had 
Pitt in life» and Pitt’s memory after death as the guiding , 
star of action. It was, then, but in accordance with the 
ordinary dictates of human nature that Wellington, Peel, 
and Ellenborough should hesitate lo follow’ after ^hal!* 
they believed to be but a political Will-o’-the-wisp, as to 
the precise direction of whose course no security could 
be taken,, little opining that, as events provetl, this great 
contemporary was really a man seeing beyond his own 
times. On the other hand. Lord Grey beheld popular 
opinion swayed by one whose maxims of domestic policy 
he had ever opposed as restrictive, and against whose 
foreign policy the Whig Earl’s conduct had been one 
long protest. 

One has but to read Lord Malmesbury’s Diaries and 
learn the manner in which Canning’s policy w'as bound 
up with the ideas of older times, to realise moreover 
(notwithstanding his popular sympathies) how thoroughly 
the earlier part of the nineteenth century must claim 
George Canning as its own.* The minister who, as Sir 
George Jackson tells us, in 1808, desired to place around 
his political standard names which might show his w’as 
no parvenu’s rule, can scarcely claim sjunpathy with the 
tierce democracy w’hich forced the doubting hands of 
Grey and Brougham, landing us, doubtless, on oilr 
present vantage ground, whence, however, impelled to 
move by a pow’er we may not, cannot control, som^t of us 



232 FOREIGN SECRETAi.IES OF THE XIX. CENTURY. 

yet dread a compulsory advance into regions of darkness, 
whose secrets are hidden but in tlie abyss *oT time. 

’ The d'^cline of Mr. Canning’s health and his sub- 
sequent death have been j)athetically described by his 
physician, Sir Henry Holland, As previously narrated, 
• tbg popular baronet had seen the then Foreigif Secretary 
at Brighton when, just before Lord Livor2)Oors seizure,* 
he was confined to • his room by the first attack of 
^rheumatic gout, a reeurrence of which in an exaggerated 
form two years later his constitution was unable to bear. 
The indescribable charm of voice which Mr, Canning 
possessed delighted alike in j)rivate conversation as in 
the House of Commons, and seems to have remained in 
his possession until the close of his life. On his 
death-bed at Chiswick, he remarked quietly to Sir Henry 
Holland, “I have struggled against this long, but it has 
conquered me at last.” When the physicians saw Mr. 
Canning for the last time (relates Mr. Percy Fitzgerald, 
in his Life of Geonje iF.), he was in pain, and exclaimed 
“ My God, my God ! ” 

Dr. Farre observed, by way of telling him of his 
danger, “ You do right, sir, to call upon your God. I 
hope that you pray to Him in secret,” “I do, I do,” 
was the answer, “ and ask fdr mercy through the merits 
of Jesus Christ,” a reliance quite justifying Mr. Wilber- 
force’s formerly expressed belief that Canning had never 


• It is remarkable liow Sir H. Holland bears testimony to Lord 
Liverpool’s anxiety for Canning’s return to health as a matter of 
vital iijportance to his Government, 
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been led into carelessness in such matters by constant 
debating am? preoccupation, a conviction, '^moreover, 
which possessed the philanthropist after sfeepg the * 
statesman moved to tears by Dr. Chalmers’ impressive 
eihqnence. We have thus presented to <is a glorious 
combinatfbn of religion, genius, courage, and natural^ 
nobility possessed by that sufiering frame, released from 
which soon soared away to hapjher realms one of the 
grandest sj)irit3 which over guided the destinies oT 
England. 

Well may the writers on either side of politics study 
to carf\’r)ut Canning's ideas and school themselves in 
his teachings. In some sort he was a man beyond his 
time, but his high soul was the same in character that 
animated Chatham before him. and Avhich bunied in the 
breast of his favourite model, the younger Pitt, and 
rendered their names dear to every Englishman’s 
heart. 

The funeral of Mr. Canning in Westminster Abbey 
was nominally a private one, but a vast crowd pressed 
on the closed doors after the sad procession passed 
by. Following close on his father’s remains was a 
boy of thirteen years old, whose overwhelming grief 
attracted the sympatliy of ’all beholders. That youth 
rose to be Governor- General of India, and we know that 
with a portion of his father’s talents he inherited his 
noble character. 

Canning lies in Westminster Abbev, close to the 
graves of Pitt, Fox, and Londonderry. In the same 
tomb repose the ashes of his wife and of that son above 
mentioned, who as Indian Viceroy wrestled ably with 
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the greatest danger that has ever threatened England’s 
Eastern possessions. 

His renWn ■was, therefore, gained where liis father’s 
genius had formerly been destined to shine. 

Two statutes of Mr. Canning adorn the metropolis ; 
•on^ stands outside "Westminster Abbey, lookfiig across 
the open space towards Palace Yard and the scenes of 
his former triumphs. • Tlie other is placed close to the 
ftat^man’s own grave. 

T4iis chapter can scarcely be closed more fittingly 
than by the touching verses traced by the loving and 
able hand of the Right Hon. J. W. Croker : — • 

“ Farewell, bright spirit, brightest of the bright. 
Concentrated blaze of iutelleetual light, 

Who show'd alone, or in the first degree. 

Union so apt, such rich variety, — 

Taste guiding mirth, and sport enlivening sense, 

Wit. wisdom, poetry, and eloquence : 

Profound and playful, amiable and great. 

And first in social life, as in the State ; 

Xut iciwity thy lettered fame shall tell 
A part of what thou wast. Farewell, farewell. 

“ Farewell, great statesman, whose elastic mind 
Clung round thy counti’y, yet embraced mankind, 

Who in the most appalling storms, whose power 
Shook the round world, w^as equal to the hour ; 

Champion of measured Liberty, whence springs 
The mutual strength of peoxde and of kings, 

’Twas thine like Chatham’s patriot task to wield 
The peox:)le*s force, yet be the monarch’s shield : 
yu xi holly lost, for both the worlds shall tell 
• Thy history in theirs. Farewell, farewell. 



25^5 

= Farewell, dear friend, in all relations dear, 

In ali ^e love, or honour, or revere, 

Sou, husbatid, father, master, patron^ friend, ’ 

What varied grief and gratitude we blend. 

We who beheld, when pain’s convulsive stayt 
Disturbed the frame, it could not change #fche heart ; 

\¥e whose deep pangs to soften and console 
Were the last efTorts of thy flying soul : 

Xot wholly lost, our faith and feelings tell 
That we shall meet again. Farewell, farewell.” 
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April 1827 to May 1828. 

HEN Mr. Cannin}: became Prime 
Minister. Lord ] )ndley was one of the 
influenti.'l politicians who followed bis 
fortunes. 

The reward of such fidelity was a 
splendid one, consistin'^ as it did of the 
direction of foreign affairs, coupled with an earldom. 
It was upon no ordinary individual, however, that these 
honours were showered. 

Born ,to great wealth, and heir to a viscountry, 
Mr. Ward received the education, of a recluse. This 
being contrary to all the instincts of his generous nature, 
injured his health, by throwing him too constantly into 
the society of books when a natural predilection for 
literature should have been blended with the harmless 
distractions incident to boyhood. 

The Earl was himself fully aware df this disadvantage, 
and envied the Eton liie which his friend and pohtical 
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model, George Canning, had never ceased to extol. 
Whatever may be urged on behalf of the priviite tutor’s 
system, it failed notoriously in Lord Dudley’s case, and 
but for the wise course marked out for the youth at 
Oriel College, Oxford, by the famous Dr. Copleston, 
afterwards Bishop of Llandaff, the career destined to 
prove so distinguised might, and probably would, have 
been lost to the country. ^ 

At the University new interests and warm friendsinp& 
enhanced the ordinary charms of life, and it is not on 
everyone that these delights of college life burst with 
the fresJuiess experienced by the futvfre Foreign 
Secretary. Dr. Copleston from the first seems to have 
understood the peculiarity of his pupil’s former training, 
and to have perceived the latent power possessed by the 
already lettered youth. 

Study, and a love for the classics in particular, had 
become engrained into the nature of the nmn, so that all 
his friends and well-wishers could do to prevent over 
application was to lighten such toil by direction of the 
course of reading, and above all by encouraging the 
natural social vein which proved so important an 
element in Lord Dudley’s character. 

A subsequent course of training which the subject of 
this biography received at Edinburgh under Professor 
Dugald Stewart, appears to have strengthened his 
understanding and developed his character. 

There he was the fellow-pupil of Lord Palmerston 
atid Lord Lansdowne, and established, a friendship with 
those eminent individuals which survived the turmoils 
of political life. 
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Contact with such men as these could not but lead to 
the applioAtion of the learning acquired in their company 
' to the more practical questions of the ^ay. When, then, 
Mr. Ward in natural cause, and in accordance with the 

f 

custom of lijs times, entered Parliament, it was soon 
evident that his talents were of no ordinary description. 

fie was at first what has been often described as a 
good listener. He contented himself with an attentive 
tjB^vation of all tlxe arguments put forward by Pitt, 
Fox, Sheridan, Windham, and Canning. 

From the first he was fascinated by the noble and 
dignified pefiods of Pitt, and contracted a habit of 
repeating the more eloquent passages to a select circle of 
friends, in the performance of which act of reproduction 
the manner of the master himself was wonderfully 
portrayed.* 

But his own style in the House was modelled more 
exclusively oir classical forms --of composition, and as 
appeals to the passions of his hearers were made entirely 
subse ^fient to refined and logical argument, neither 
natural fluency or a pleasant manner could atone for the 
lack of necessary force, a requisite which all great 
speakers . in Parliament have within certain limits 
possessed, or been led to stoep to the adoption of lower 


A greater politician than Lord Dudley was accustomed to act 
in> like manner, and when his father in despair said to a friend, 
“ What am I to do Vith this fellow, constantly repeating Pitt’s 
speeches at home ? ” “ Why, put him into Parliament,” was the 
reply. The result being Peel,*the statesman and orator. 
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oratorical arts against which Lord Dudley’s pure' taste 
would have recoiled. 

Throughput lifS a certain constitutional and nervous 
melancholy pervaded Lord Dudley’s path, alid led 
to. the adoption of travel As a means of ^distraction, 
an advantage which he made the mode of constant 
acquiratiou of knowledge such as with his retentive 
memory never forsook him. Thus it happened that he 
had a well-considered opinion on all matters of foreign, 
and domestic policy throughout the crisis of the nineteenth 
century. 

In cQjpmon with Lord Grenville, and many of his 
more instructed fellow-countrymen, he despaired of 
British success in Spain, and feared the subjugation of 
the country by the French to be at the best but deferred. 
He had, however, the orthodox horror of Napoleon’s 
rule, and in home and foreign politics seems to have at 
first followed Pitt’s systesi of government, together with 
the majority of thinking and instructed Englishmen of 
his time. 

Afterwards, however, he inclined towards the party of 
Lord Grenville rather than of Pitt’s friends, and we hear 
of him as in opposition to the Duke of Portland’s 
Government, and rejoicing. in a good upstanding party 
fight ; such at least says Mr. B. P. Ward, a namesake 
but no relation to our hero, in his famous political 
recollections. 

With regard to Reform the young statesman told Dr. 
Copleston that the Reformers were lucl^ to get themselves 
so called, begging thereby the whole matter in dispute. 

Moreover, his argument put forward in the House of 
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Commons, on May 20th, 1817, is as fresh and pertinent 
in 1881 as when first delivered. ^ He slv»ved «n that 
occasion that neither universal sufirage hor annual P^irlia- 
ments ftould claim the antiquity insisted on for them, 
inasmuch a'fe the ancient coflncil of the nation consisted 
of earls, bishops, barons, and mitred abbots, t^d might 
assemble annually, but could not, from the nature of its 
composition, be neic.^ Graphically, moreover, did he 
il^SSribe the Reformers’ paradise as a condition of affairs 
where discord and wars would cease, taxes become 
few, no useless talkers, called orators, be found in 
Parliament, no over-grown pirates and pliuiderqrg called 
generals and admirals exist, no Pitts, no Nelsons, no 
Wellingtons flourish, no underhand influence, no corru})t 
sympathy between the two Houses of Parliament be 
afoot. We have heard similar prognostications used for 
busting purposes in our times, but their fulfilment seems 
as far off as ofi the day that Mj;„Ward made the speech, 
wherein he declared was contained all be had to say on 
the matter, and which, we believe, is correctly z’ejiortcd in 
Hannard for May 1817. 

In 1825 the future Foreign Secretary lirst took his 
seat in the House of Lords moving the Address in a 
world-renowned speech, of wliich, a reliable copy having 
been preserved, we transcribe an extract in a later 
portion of this memoir. The Annual Register for 1825 
says that Lord Dudley on this occasion displayed the 
same ingenuity and precision of thought with the 
s&me elegance of ^ style which had so often pleased and 
instructed the House of Commons. • • 

Notwithstanding early differences of opinion with 
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Mr. Pitt’s friends, Mr. J. W. Ward had allied himself 
latterly to Mr» jCanning’s political party, and faithful he 
remaieed tlnysughout his career in the Hfluse of Lords. 

Lord Dudley’s social qualities made him a charming 
companion, notwithstanding a* constitutional .tendency to 
fits of abstraction, which came upon him when in 
company with those unable to sympathise with and 
understand his feelings. , 

In foreign affairs, as connected \vith the times of Ins • 
elevation to high ofiSce, he stood as the incarnation of 
English educated sympathy for Greece and the Greeks. 

This t^jjdency led, when out of office, to thb beholding 
of this subject rather from the ideal point of view, to 
the exclusion of graver questions of policy. 

have no desire to re-open any controversy here as 
to the wisdom of the naval demonstration which led to 
Navarino. 

The course of events after Mr. Canning’ j death were 
guided by Lord Goderich and his colleagues, with an 
honest desire to gather the fruits of Canning’s 
diplomacy, inasmuch as the protocol on which the 
subsequent treaty of London was founded, undoubtedly 
required an immediate armistice as an indispensable 
condition preparatory to negotiation. 

How to secure this became the difficulty, and it was 
this secret, doubtless solved in his own mind by Canning, 
which his late colleagues failed to discover. 

It is absurd to believe, as some have affected to do, 
thet Navarino and the consequent defenceless condition of 
Turkey was desired by Mr. Canning, whose whole career 
gives the lie to such absurdity, ev^ if Lord EUenborough's 
u. 16 



242 FOREIGN SECRETARIES OF THE XIX. ^CENTURY. 


lately published Diary did not show Lord Dudley to have 
testified distinctly to the contrary^ 

The man wlTo had all his life opposed, himself to 
foreign aggression on English jnterests, was not likely to 
further the*d®mination of tlie Euxine by Russian fleets, 
wl^ch, in the state of the notorious national relations 
existing between the two nations, must of necessity have 
led to the very invasion of Turkey w'e were striving 
to avert. 

The question of the desirability of coercion as applied 
to reprehensible and uncivilised conduct in a minor 
slate, which’exists merely on suflerance, is not»here at 
issue. The impossibility of laying down any hard and 
fast line on the subject is apparent equally with the 
disastrous nature of the results which folloAved on 
Navarino. 

In July 1827, about a month before Mr. Canning’s 
death, the fotlowing determiuTrtion was arrived at, and 
led immediately to the formal ratification of the Treaty 
of London. 

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain, His Majesty the King of France, and His 
Majesty. the Emperor of Russia, peuetiated with the 
necessity of putting an end to tlie sanguinary contest 
which, by dehvering up the Greek provinces and the isles 
of the Archipelago to all the disorders of anarchy, 
produces daily fresh impediments to the commerce of the 
United States, and gives occasion to piracies, which not 
only expose the Iflgh contracting Powers to considcraisle 
losses, but besides render necessary burdensome nSeasures 
ot protection and represSmn ; having besides received on 
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the part of the Greeks a pressing request to interpose 
their mediatlcfn with- .the Ottoman Porte, a'ld being 
animated by the desire of stopping the effusion of^ blood, 
and of arresting the evil^ of all kinds which might arise 
froln the continuance of such a state of things, have 
resolved fo unite their efforts, and to regulate ihe 
operation thereof by a formal treaty, with a view for the 
re-establishment of peace between the contending parties 
by means of an arrangement called* for by humanity and* 
European repose.’* 

The increased horror of the conflict in the Morea 
clearly ju^^tified decisive measures of some kind, and the 
Treaty of Loudon, as devised by Canning, appears to have 
been an instrument forged in the cause of humanity. 

To statemanship was left the protection of our national 
interests. 

Not only did Ibrahim Pacha contemplate the removal 
of all the male population of the Morea into Egypt, 
there to be sold as slaves, but he actually commenced 
the execution of his scheme. 

Moreover, when thwarted by the united squadrons, 
and unable to evade the terms of the armistice in which 
he had concurred, Ibrahim proceeded to gain his'endsby 
an absolute extermination of the Christian inhabitants, 
so that by wholesale murder, pillage, and devastation,* 
he might render the Morea an uninhabitable desert. 

The allied naval commanders had been somewhat 
mystified by the character of the orders transmitted to^ 


Tbo trees were actnally destroyed by the Egyptians. — James’ 
yavnl History^ vol. vi. p. 470. * 


16 * 
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them, and the British admiral, Sir Edward Codrington, 
being supreme in command, apphed^ to ‘Ifir. Stratford 
Canning, British ambassador at Constantinople, i(fc his 
opinion. , ^ . 

That distinguished diplomatist (afterwards Lcfrd 
Stsstford de Kedclifie) replied as follows : — -“You are 
not to take part with either belligerents, but you are to 
interjiose your force ‘between them, and to keep your 
‘peace with the speaking-trumpet if possible, but in 
case of necessity ^ith that which is used for the main- 
tenance of a blockade against friends and foes, I mean 
force.” * 

In another priyate letter Mr. Stratford Canning tells 
the British admiral that although he was to avoid, if 
possible, anything that might bring on a war, yet the 
prevention of supplies was ultimately to be enforced, 
if necessary, and when all other means were exhausted, 
by cannot-shot. 

The admiral has been blamed by those who repro- 
bated the unfortunate ruin of the Turkish Marine, as if 
by a perverse misinterpretation of orders he had 
contributed to bring about the untoward event. 

The facts, speaking for themselves, give contradic- 
tion to any such unhealthy shifting of responsibility. 
Codrington had seen enough to know that Ibrahim would, 
if possible, evade the armistice, and carry through his 
barbarous plan, and that a winter blockade of the 


^ Letter of Mr. Stratford Caniimg to* Sir E. Codrington. 
James’ JV/wo/ Hvttory, vol. vi.*p. 472. 
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Morean ports was impossible on that wild and inhos- 
pitable* coast*. • ^ , 

It*was under these circumstances, tlien, that having 
seen the Turko-Egypti^n fleet safe into the bay of 
Navarino, he resolved to follow them to the anchorage, 
and so blockade the entrance to the bay. 

The vessels seem to have got to rather close quarters, 
and the Turks, believing their destruction was resolved 
on, were not slow, on October 20th, 1827, to commencef 
an action which soon became general. 

The Turkish fleet, drawn up in crescent form, could con- 
centrate <heir fire on a limited space, and resistance was 
prolonged beyond the time that might have been expected. 

For four hours did the contest rage, and the ruin 
of the Sultan’s fleet, if not complete, was at least 
destructive to his power of keeping the seas against any 
one of the allied nations. 

The Turkish fleet contained only three sail of the line, 
against eleven of their opponents. Some of the frigates 
were, however, powerful two-deckers, carrying sixty-four 
guns, and the weight of artillery has been judged not 
altogether disproportionate.* Still a doubt of the result 
could not have existed in the minds of those familiar 
with naval matters. . 

it is the painful duty of an historian, recording events 
connected with Eastern Europe, from time to time, to 
reflect on the disingenuous character of the policy 
constantly pursued by a nation with whom we are at 
this moment at peace. • 


* James’ Nax'al^Hi$tory. 
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The man who, in cold blood, and without cause, can 
proceed yo sow unnecessary see^« of offence between 
two great nations is culjiable, and answerable for the 
malignity of his action far beyond the limited influence 
of anything he may write. * 

But the unravelment of the past, alike* w'ith the 
experience of the present, points to Eussian schemes 
of aggression in Europe and Asia, the realisation of 
•■winch can never be eflccted without the decadence 
of England, or openly attempted except in time of 
war and confusion. 

In 1827 ^he original scheme of the St. Eetersburg 
protocol had been based on the assumption of substantial 
and faitiiful accord between the Powers of Euroj)e, 
unconscious that war was from the first meditated by 
Russia. 

When Canning died, the means of preventing this e'vil 
perished with him. 

The pilot may have taken the most ample disjmsitions 
wherewith to weather the storm, but if a gust of wind 
thrust him from the helm, small blame to the excellent 
seamen who fail to gauge the intricacies of the channel, 
and run the good ship on to as nasty a reef as that 
upon which Lords Cxoderich and Dudley found themselves 
stranded. 

The worst of the whole affair was, that after we had 
maimed the Turkish naval power, on the pretence of 
stopping all communication between Egypt and Ibrahim 
Pacha, not only, did supplies of all sorts reach the 
Morea, but cargoes of slaves were* sent to Egjlpt, and 
the residue of the Turliish fleet allowed to go hither 
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and thither on its vile errand.* The condition of' the 
wret(died Cliristians jvas not in anyway impipved, and 
ueitl«jr tho Sultan nor Ibrahim PachS, w’as ready to 
concede anything. * 

•The sole consequence of*this well-naniefl untoward 
event, was that when the Itussians, on the pretext of 
forcing the Turks to fullil the Treaty of Akerinan 
(gaitu'd by them, as we have denjonstrated, by notable 
and glaring dece]>tiou), proceeded, in April 1828, ta 
invade the Ottoman empire in Europe and Asia, they 
possessed the uninterrupted command of the Black Sea, 
and succeeded b)’ that means, and no other, in their 
burglarious enterprise. 

Tlic Ooderich Government, having fallen by internal 
weakness, the Duke of "Wellington had become Prime 
Minister in January, 1828, and was fortunate enough to 
retain Lord Dudley at the Foreign Office. 

Lord Goderich, noh\a.thstanding the special excellence 
of his talents, acknowledged alike by Castlereagh, 
Liverpool, and Canning, appears to have been unequal 
to the duties of Prime Minister. He failed to manage 
his colleagues, and retired in despair. 

Lord Dudley’s presence in the new Government was 
the more to be dcsircd, inasmuch as he represented the 
strong feeling as to Greece and its reconstruction, which 
undoubtedly did inspire an influential section of English 
society. With the Foreign Secretary the sentiment 
was romantic in its intensity. “I am as enthusiastic ” 
he delares, “as a German student; living in a dream 


* Hon. E. Ashley’s Life of Lord Palmerston, vol. i. p. 164. 
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of general reconstruction, in which the Greek language 
was to refeume its former purity.” 

He was dazzled by the glorious past, which he^uould 
not separate from their fallen present. It is but just 
to Lord Dudley, however, to say that his desires in this 
matter were tempered bj’ a wholesome official ‘knowledge 
of what was due to English interests, and there is no 
doubt he would hava hesitated, equally with Canning, 
•before promulgating, theories injurious to England’s 
position in Europe. 

But there could remain no alternative for the Duke 
of Wellington’s Government but to carry out Uie Treaty 
of London in its spirit, and the presence of Lord Dudley 
at the council-table was indispensable as Canning’s 
former coadjutor in the matter. 

But there were two parties in the cabinet. The 
Duke of Welhngton, Lord Aberdeen, Lord Ellenborough, 
and others,* w'ere aware th'at England had been 
duped by Russia, and they declined to w^eaken Turkey 
more than necessity compelled. One is inclined to 
think that the view taken alike by Peel and Prince 
Metternich was the wiser one. They held that if 
Greece .was to be recreated she should be made 
really independent of Turkey, _ and should contain 
the populations belonging to her race. Instead of 
this a reservation was made on behalf of certain 
districts, and the question remains unsettled to this 
day. The Canningite section of the Duke’s Govem- 
Inent appear to^ have disliked and distrusted Metter- 
nich. It is possible that they heither gauged his 
aims nor were correctly informed as to his opinions. 
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Lord Dudley, for instance, never had the benefit of 
perusing the fdain statement of political vie^vs which 
has 'lately* been pubhshed by the ‘great Austrian’s • 
executors. 

•The line mapped out theVe for his coupfry at least 
preserved peace for a period longer than the Hapsburghs 
have enjoyed before or since, and to a nation that 
suffered as Austria did in IfcOl, 1,805, 1809, and 1815, 
peace and liberty come to be identical terms. . 

The day is not far distant when prejudice will yield 
to a fairer judgment of one who serv’ed an empire 
hedged .in with manifold dangers, and *Bhielded her 
therefrom to the advantage of neighbouring nations, 
who knew no more the tread of armies nor suffered 
from the exactions of their leaders. 

Wc in England are apt to underrate the necessities 
of peace to Continental nations. The immunity from 
invasion gained for us. by our gallant fleets and insular 
position has prevented the rude horrors of such events 
being present to the mind’s eye. 

In May 1828 Mr. Canning’s late adherents left the 
Duke of Wellington’s cabinet. 

PenrjTi and Retford were on the point of .disenfran- 
chisement in consequence of proved corruption. 

• Mr. Huskissou had pledged himself to vote for the 
enfranchisement of one of the great towns, provided 
only one seat should be available for transference. This 
actually happened, and Lord Sandon (the present Lord 
Harrowby) held him to his word,^ thus securing his 
valuable adhesion'to a great principle. Mr. Huskisson 
therefore, when the debate tofik place, gave a silent vote 
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against his colleagues, who, with the exception of Lord 
Dudley p,nd Lord Palmerston, ^ were opposed* to the 
immediate enfranchisement of Birmingham or«^\Ian- 
cheste^. 'Marking, as it were, the importance of his 
late vote, Hijskisson wrote h letter of resignation to the 
Duke — one which he clearly would have withdrawn had 
a personal interview been allowed him. But the Duke 
said there could be ^o mistake, and acted as if Hus- 
.kisson’s resignation was the absolute one that Dudley 
and Palmerston assured him it was not designed 
to be. 

Lord DucHey hesitated for some time. He Jiked bis 
work, was popular with the King, and would have been 
retained .with satisfaction by the Duke and his remaining 
colleagues. But the advice and example of Lord 
Palmerston seems to have decided him to resign, and so 
end his official life in May 1828. 

Unfortunately his natural life Vas likewise to come to 
a premature close. The brain malformation from which 
he had sutfered since childhood increased during the 
next few years, and after a period of distressing mental 
darkness this interesting and learned nobleman followed 
Canning to the grave. 

A Lil'eral and enlightened politician, he yet posses.sed 
all the reverence for the incomparable Constitution • of 
his country, which, in his times, animated Whig and 
Tory alike. He was, in common with others of the 
Canning school, opposed to reform in the sense which a 
thick and thin supporter of the Bill in 1832 would have 
defined it. On the other hand, when the question of 
disfranchising Penryn and giving repifesentation to 
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Manchester was mooted in the Duke of Wellington’s 
cabinet; he *Pias, to .use his own words, strongly for 
scizi»g the .golden opportunity of givihg members to 
great towns, and thus getting rid of the most bbvious 
scandal in our representation*. , * 

He coirid never be induced to give his concurrence to 
any palpable inequality such as was presented by a sfate 
of things where Manchester and ^Birmingham had no 
one to speak directly for their interests in Parliament, 
Bcform, but not Bevolution, was the burden of his great 
speech made in Parliament during 1817, and quoted from 
earlier iu this memoir, and there is little sKited therein 
that, writing sixty-four years afterwards, events can be 
said to have belied. 

In like manner he was conscious of the justice of 
Catholic emancipation. 

As a social power in London, whose wit was pro- 
verbial, Lord l)udle 3 ’’’s memory will remain green for 
years to come, and his best sayings will probably crop 
up from time to time, fathered on others guiltless of ever 
having spoken them. 

But the memory of his kind, gentle nature will, we 
trust, never be forgotten. 

The modesty which rendered the man totally unaware 
of^ the amount of his own rich store of knowledge, 
seems to have been thoroughly natural and not the less 
delightful. 

Hospitality was his second nature. He would plan 
parties of kindred spirits, and make them quite •as 
anxious for the next meeting as he could be to renew 
the intercourse 
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People were wont to wonder why, with the little 
dash of' \^Tiiggism he had infosed into* his *political 
creed, he did*not frequent the social gjfthorings of 
Holland House, whose owners more than once invited 
him. • . • * 

“Because,” he replied to a friend who asked him the 
question, “ I do not choose to be tyrannised over whilst 
I am eating my dipner,” — an allusion to the well- 
-known deference exacted by Lady Holland from her 
guests. 

Lord Dudley had a peculiar dislike to having his 
picture takdh. Once, when a surreptitious portrait bad 
been dashed off for the members of Grillon’s Club, it 
unfortunately fell into his hands, and he crumpled it up. 
At his death the drauung mysteriously re-appeared, 
doubtless rescued from destruction by a friend, and 
a print from the same now adorns this volume. 

It is a chartning, if, so to speak, shadowy, delineation, 
and, as those who knew him say, was characteristic of 
the man. 

The small refined features and expressive eyes there 
serve to fix the interest which a perusal of Lord Dudley’s 
life, public or private, must a-waken. 

Lord Dudley’s passion -for tl^e Greek cause had 
doubtless been inflamed by an intercourse which passed 
between him and Lord Byron, but Canning’s influence 
was the determining power on his career. At the 
latter’s ad'vdce he exercised his literary talents in the 
Quarterly Review, yvhen a highly nervous temperament 
forbade his undertaking long and ^stained work, and 
not the least pleasing memory we possess of Lord 
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Dudley consists in affectionate fidelity to the mem<Jiy 
of his political mentor. ^ 

Sufeordinate office he certainly refused, although 
offered by Canning himself, but deliberate choice placed 
him ultimately in the highest post the Prime Minister 
had to disj)ose of. 

% 

Lord Palmerston has left on record an opinion of how 
creditably he filled that exalted position, a view taken, 
moreover, by the exigeant Lord.Ellenborougb, who, 
retaining his natural predilection for criticism, never- 
theless spoke highly of the Foreign Secretary’s talents, 
and with J'egard for him as an individual. 

The man, kuoAvn best to London for the eccentric 
habit he possessed of talking aloud, thus acquitted 
himself to the satisfaction of Canning, Ellenborough, 
and Palmerston, whilst he retained throughout the 
Duke of Wellmgton’s confidence in his diplomacy. 
On the other hand, n'otwithstanding differences on 
minor matters led to subsequent political separation. 
Lord Dudley in conversation with Palmerston and 
Lambe (afterwards Lord Melbourne) expressed his 
opinion of how great a man the Duke was.* 

The stories of the Earl’s eccentricities ai'e many, but 
few will here suffice foy purposes of illustration. 

When dining at the Pavilion at Brighton during the 
early months of William IV. ’s reign. Lord Dudley was 
not slow to observe a change for the worse in the cuisine 
of which he was par excellence a judge. 


* Evelyn Ashley's Lor| Palmerston, 
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“ Cold patties and hot champagne,” he exclaimed 
aloud, tcf the consternation of his royal h#&*ts. 

The King ahd Queen must, however, ‘ have- been 
prepared for some such expression of their guest’s 
inward me*ditations, for oh a previous occasion when 
entertaining them, as Duke and Duchess of Clarence, in 
Park Lane, he had loudly exclaimed, “What a bore 
these royalties are ! ”, 

• On another occasion, he asked Sydney Smith to meet 
himself at dinner, and, to crown all, placed a despatch 
meant for the Russian ambassador into the envelope 
directed to liis French colleague, so that each diplo- 
matist received the letter intended for his rival. 

This securing just before the battle of Navarino, 
Prince Lieven conceived it to Ite a diplomatic ruse on the 
part of England, and plumed himself on official sagacity 
for not having fallen into the trap. 

The Earl \,*as, moreover, wont to discourse in two 
separate tones, one deep and the other shrill. 

Known alike for a refined taste and singular habits, 
Earl Dudley had yet never embraced the love of the fine 
arts, which his great fortune gave him the means of 
indulging. He was accustomed to declare, that half the 
people who professed their adpiiration for the old 
masters were persuaded into so doing, because they 
were brought up to believe it right so to do. He, 
moreover, fortified hi.s opinion by a statement of Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, to the eflect that years elapsed before 
hfe, with all his professional study, could learn to duly 
apprise and appreciate drawing and* colouring flowed 
to be classical in its exce^jience. 



LOED DUDLEY. 


255 


We are inclined, however, to believe this doQbt 
remained in Lgrd Dudley’s mind, because his political 
dutie? forbade the close attention necessary for a mastery 
over what others have declared the most fascinating 
of . ail pursuits, hut he nevertheless thoroughly 
appreciates! Rome, a city which grew upon him the 
longer he remained there. 

Such was the individual who, to the regret of all who 
knew him, was overtaken by the most avrful calamity to 
W'hich suffering humanity is prone. 

From a child he had suffered from a certain mal- 
formation, in the region of the brain, and this defect 
seems to liave affected a mind over-strained by early 
and inordinate work, and in the year 1832 Sir Henry 
Halford, who had been called in, judged it necessary to 
place him under restraint. It is, moreover, strange to 
reflect that the final mental catastrophe was presaged by 
an oft expressed convictjbn that he was a married man. 

In Lord Rrougham’s opinion the forensic abilities of 
Lord Dudley were extremoh’ powerful. The great Law 
Lord went so far as to say, that in a sustained and acute 
argument he could conduct it to its Parliamentary close 
better than Mr. Canning himself, who, howevey, by the 
magic of his genius, would close the controversj’ at an 
earlier stage. As Sir Henry Holland has remarked, it 
is a curious fact that the brain affection which troubled 
Lord Dudley through life, and prematurely closed his 
career, was palliated during the hard work incident to 
an occupation of the Foreign Office, where he sd 
manifestly distinguished himself. Travel and distraction, 
of the description most palatal^e to a man of, taste and 
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• * 

learning, by no means seems to have had a similar 

effect, so that with all his genius ^and classical 

sympathy, Lord Dudley appeared to most people 

strangely’ constituted. When, for instance, on the 

summit of th<B Cathedral at Milan, his companion could 

elicit no sound of surprise or delight at the grand 

prospect embracing alike the rich plains of Lombardy 

and the distant Alps.* 

. To give an example of his Parliamentary ability ; 
never was the present more forcibly contrasted with the 
past, or its course explained, than by Lord Dudley when 
moving a reply to His Majesty’s speech in 1825 , to the 
remarkable character of which we have called previous 
notice. «Lord Dudley said, “ Our present prosperity 
is a prosperity extending to all orders, all professions, 
and all districts, enhanced and invigorated by the 
flourishing state of all those acts which minister to 
human comfort, and by those, inventions by which 
man seems to have obtained the mastery over nature 
by the application of her own powers, and which if 
one had ventured to foretell a few years ago, would 
have appeared altogether incredible, but which now, 
realised though not perfected, presents to us fresh 
prospects of a more astonishing career.” 

There never was a time when the spirit of useful 
improvement, not only in the arts, but in all the details 
of domestic administration, whether carried on by the 
public or by individuals, was so high. That new 


* Sir Henry ^oUand's BtcoUectioru. 
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world, too, which had been first opened to us by'the 
genius of a "great man (Columbus), but afterwards 
closed by the barbarous and absurd policy of Spain, was, 
as it were, re-discovered in our days. 

We saw it abounding not only in those metals 
which first allured the avarice of greedy adventurers, 
but also in those more precious productions which 
sustain life and animate industry, • cheering the mind 
of the pliilosophcr and the statesman with boundless 
possibilities of reciprocal advantage in civilisation and 
commerce. 

Chirondoii, the great historian, had once complained 
that there was wanting in England a proper sense and 
acknowlegment of what, according to the times he lived 
in, was undoubtedly a jteriod of great prosperity. But 
in 1825 the 2>eople both felt and acknowledged their 
happiness. 

Alluding to the benefits which had arisen from the 
I)artial removal of commercial restiictions, he recom- 
mended that the principle should be persevered in. 

After commending Catholic Emaneijiation as wise and 
jsut, he reminded the House that England was not 
adapted for rajiid change, and that 4E)ur liberties had 
been of slow growth. . 

Abroad, he saw two great jrarties ; one striving to 
restore the ancient order of things, and the other con- 
stantly striving after some new order. The former 
were not contented with that order which existed 
before the revolution, but wanted something more 
despotic, such as ha(t been adopted by mankind in an 
uncivilised age. They desired t^ destroy our •Govern- 

17 


ii. 
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ment and institutions as pregnant wdth principles they 

desired to repress. The other pai’ty w^rc desirous of 

destroying evetything which existed, and the « only 

remedy they could find for all the eyils of mankind was 

‘ ‘ • f 

to sweep *ai\'ay eyery iiistftution which had long been 
held in yeneration. 

They were, while they boasted of their attachment to 
freedom, extremely parrow and illiberal, and howeyer 
• they might ditfor ajuongst themselves, they were all 
actuated by a bitter hati't'd of this country. They were 
not sincere in their love of liberty, for they had crouched 
before Napoleon, and had ('iideuvoured to reduce* England 
to an imperial proyince. 

In tlifc Europe fifty-six years ago. as descrihed by Lord 
Dudley, one seems to recognise its counterpart of to-day 
in the imperial system now in vogu(‘ in llnssia, and the 
miscreant assassins who, travestying the name of liberty, 
elect to disgrace humanity. *. So correct was Lord 
Dudley’s descrii)tion held to be, that Mr. Wali)ole in his 
JJistorij has chosen to quote therefrom as evidencing the 
state of affairs in 1825. 

A few months later, however, and the opening 
remarks of the above speech would have been strangely 
out of place, as the great financial crisis of the century 
oppressed England, but when the above-mentioned 
clouds passed away the reassertion of general prosperity 
has continued to prevail until this day. Well might 
Lord Dudley declare wonders not perfected when neither 
‘railway nor the electric telegra])h were invented, nor 
had man learned to combat with one tithe of the 
diseases , which now ^,re rendered scarcer and less 
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dangerous by the more advanced skill of the physician. 
Lord D.udley, did not scruple to state in Parliament, 

“ th^ although fllvourable to Catholicf Emancipation, 
he was unable to discern how England had maltreated 
Irejand since the Union. Uow, as Lord .Dudley was 
not in the habit of speaking without careful thought, 
it may be worth while to weigh his opinion on tfiis 
subject, even at a moment wlien violent diatribes are 
in vogue against the inicpiities oH English rule and • 
so-called Landlordism. The closing oflScial act of this 
statesman, so attached to the idea of removing the 
Turks from Europe, so faA'ourable to the advance of 
a Grecian empire, was to rebuke the action of Russia 
in attacking Turkey. 

The despatch breathes the true spirit of an English 
minister, being such in tone as sooner or later every 
statesman, whatever his previous predilections, has found 
necessary to adopt. 

Discarding anything which at the present moment 
might be considered controversial, we extract a portion 
of the despatch in question, the truth of which cannot 
be gainsaid, and must remain unaltered so long as 
the Eastern Question exists : — “ The Ottoman Empire 
is not a country like some of those, whose example 
we jcould cite within our own times, which after 
having been invaded resume their domestic tranquillity 
and their political existence upon the retreat of the 
invaders. Once broken up, its capital taken, and 
its provinces in rebellion, the recomposition of it as* 
an independent state would be a work scarcely within 
the reach of human integrity o.^ human skill. , A new 

17 * 
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order of things must arise in those countries of which 

it now consists. What that order w#)i\ld be it is 

< ^ 

vain to conjecture, but we may venture* to foc-ctell 
that a final adjjistment would not take place till 
after a series of troubles *and disasters, for which the 
greatest benefits that could be supposed to arise from 
it could not for many years aflbrd a suflScient com- 
pensation.” 

When one reflects*that the writer of the above came to 
his official task burning to drive the Turks from Europe, 
there must be good hope tliat familiarity with the subject 
will ineliuo* the most enthimia'-tic minister la ultimate 
adoption of the traditional juilicy of (ireat liritain, one 
endorsed sooner or later by all the statesmen who liave 
fully examined this thorny subject. 

Having regard to the fact that T.ord I>udley ])racti- 
cally sacrificed otfice on l>ehalf of a great juhiciple 
connected with Parliamentary l^eform. it is no marvel 
to learn that although ju-evented by indisposition from 
being present during the final .striiggh; over the lleform 
Bill, he had previously intimated his intention of 
suppi'essing his objectifms to Lord (Urey’s measure, and 
following Lord Harrowby’s modi rate connscds. 

It remains, then, only to estinuite Lord Dudley from a 
literary point of view, and here, unhajijiily, the mate- 
rials fail us more than in the collecting together of 

o 

speeches and dospatclies wliicli sliall adefjnatdy discover 
the statesman’s mind to jiosterity. It so luip2)cnod that 
the nervous agitation wliich throughout life afflicted 
Lord Dudley, incapacitated him from undertalang any 
work which required l9fag-sustaiiHHl energies. J 3 ut his 
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fugitive writings are various if, alas ! for the most part 
anonyiiJous, aiBl, ^KeiieSf>re, useless for ju’csent purposes. 
The*(Ju<ir((’)hi I Icrietr, for instance, after his, death 
expressed in feeling teriiis how indebted the direction 
wab to him, whose relined and finished procTuctious had, 
from time* to time, added alike interest and charm. to 
the pulilicatiou whose influence was, at the time, only- 
inferior to that of its stronger rival? 

One pajier in the above Hcrit’ir Ive fortunately know ' 
to be written b}’ the subject of the present monograph. 

In our notice of Mr. Fox’s career, allusion has been 
made to iT criticism of the Honble. J. W. Ward’s, written 
in the year 1813, and directed partially against what 
the writer apjieared to believe a social breaking away 
on the part of IMr Fox when the natural connections of 
his birth and training were not preferred to other 
influences and opinions accounted vulgar if not dangerous 
by the social coterie which, whether M'higs or Tories, 
were in ollice, then ruled England. We subjoin the 
passage in cpiestion, which occurs in the article to which 
allusion has just been made, without, however, making 
ourselves responsible for the picture of Mr. Fox’s 
political conduct there dra^ui, and to which, in important 
particulars, we demur, -but in’order to show how entirely 
Lord Dudley’s divergence from the views of Mr. Pitt’s 
friends had been on matters of detail, and, therefore, 
temporary ; and, at the same time, to perpetuate 
amongst our readers a piece of prose at once refined^ 
in 'style and vigorous in argument. ‘Mr. Ward had 
prefaced his remarks with regret at the publication of 
Mr. Fox’s Earl^ llistBrij of Jam\^ 11., inasmudi as the 
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great orator having been imperfectly reported in Parlia- 
ment, future generations would eohoult these pages for 
confirmation of the extraordinaiy eloquence and power, 
which would othei'wise shiyre Pitt’s fate, and rest almost 
exclusively on tradition for its notoriety. 

It is somewhat sad to reflect that in Lord Dudley’s 
own case we have meagre accounts of his speeches, 
^ and little but anonymous literary contributions, to 
remind us of remarkable intellectual power expended 
mainly in composition of letters to friends, and certain 
State Papers known generally only to students of 
Foreign Office archives. 

With .regard to the latter, the eminent statesman, 
Lord Ellenborough, when in one of his critical moods, 
spoke of Lord Dudley as writing an essay rather than 
a despatch, evincing thereby that he descried natural 
facility of p,enmanship which combined wdth Lord 
Dudley’s delicate and correct taste, would at once cause 
his effusions to become appreciated if not generally 
popular. 

The following criticism will be found in the ninth 
volume of the Quarkrhj Ecvicic, page 322. 

“ It is not to be supposed that we blame Mr. Fox 
for not entering into a refutatio’n of Jacobin doctrines, 
but we cannot help saying that he is far too complaisant 
in his way of assenting to them. . . . Yet we find him 
talking of the opinions we profess as if he had been a 
politician of exactly the same school. But these were 
the unhappy years of Mr. Fox’s life, when Igng dis- 
appointment had ended in despair, and when, unmindful 
of aU'that was due to/iimself anti his country, he was 



LOBD DUDLEY. 


26’3 


content to purchase a short-lived hollow popularity 
among* miscreants, wliom he must have abhorred, and 
fanaAics whTjm he must have despised, by sacrificing for ' 
ever the confidence of the sound, the judicious, and the 
gov’eming part of the commihiity. Hence •that strange 
anti-i)atril»tic feeling by which, in the discussion of all 
questions betwixt England and any other Power, he 
seemed to be actuated. He had c^jme at last to feel a 
prejudice against the nation which had preferred his* 
rival, and he had learned to look with indifference, at 
least, to the subversion of that order of things in which 
he found no place proportioned to his talents. Yet if 
there ever was a man far removed by nature from that 
sect with which ho now fonned a preposterous union, it 
was Mr. Fox. He was unfitted for playing the part 
of a Jacobin, by the absolute want of all the necessary 
qualifications. He had neither the coarseness, the 
ferocity, nor the ignorant and insolent contempt of all 
that is ancient and established. He was in eA'erything 
a gentleman of the highest class. His education, the 
connections he had formed in life, his habits and 
feelings — all purely liberal and aristocratic. He w’as 
the creature of polished society, such as it existed 
under the ancient, monarchies of Europe. He 
belonged originally to the good old school of Wal- 
polian Whigs — prudent practical persons, a little too 
fond of jobbing, quite contented with the Constitution 
as they fouryJ it, and disposed to hold high the 
honour of the country in its interco\jrse with foreign 
nations. 

“ He had not a sijjgle point pf contact with* the philo- 
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sophising assassins wlio, about twenty years ago, first 
appeared- as candidates for the .gg^'emixent of the 
world. ' ■ * • 

“ HeVas neither bold nor hasty in his application of 
general prirniples, and ncf man w'as ever less inclined 
by his own nature to sweep away present liberty, 
present comfort, and present security, in order to 
lay a foundation fey ideal perfection at a distant 
•period. 

“His eloquence, too, was of that chaste, argumen- 
tative sort, which can only be addressed with success to 
an educated ^nd intelligent audience. . 

“ From the loftiness and simplicity of his mind, the 
delicacy of his taste, a certain natural shyness which 
might at first be mistaken for coldness or reserve, he 
was utterly incai)able of condescending to those paltry 
artifices, and performing those mountebank tricks which 
are necessary to captivate the multitude. 

“ In the art of cajoling a mob, he w'as infinitely 
surpassed by persons who, in point of talents, it would 
be quite ludicrous to compare with him. He was an 
awkward, unpractised demagogue, and a lukewarm, 
unwilling reformer. 

“ From justice and humanity hp was anxious for the 
happiness of the lower orders — that is, of the bulk* of 
mankind— but no minister would have ever been less 
disposed to admit them to a large share in swaying 
public measures. When his friends absurdly called bini 
the man of the ppople, they seem to have forgotten thet 
the great act of his life was a struggle agaiiist the 
people. . 
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“ An appeal to the country was that which he affected 
to exeerate 8 s»a c^ime. 

‘iSuch ^as Mr,*r ox, who, by the power of circum- ' 
stances, which it required sometliing more of firmness 
and high political virtue thaif he possessed *10' resist, was 
led, in the most important crisis of his political life, to 
play a part directly opposite to the natural bent of his 
own inclinations and character. Eormed to hold with a 
high hand the reigns of government in a tempered? 
monarchy, he became the aj>ologist of an insane and 
flagitious revolution, an advocate for the public enemies 
of the State in all its contests with foreign powers, the 
rallying-point of disaffection, the terror of good, the 
hope and support of bad citizens.” 

Lord Dudley might, we think, have added that Mr. 
Fox’s conduct w'as the means of inducing confidence 
between the upper and lower classes in this country, and 
that those who have taken his political* faith as theif 
rule of conduct have done so M'ithout sacrificing their 
high territorial position in the country, and remain to 
this moment a distinct safeguard against the democratic 
flood which, but for outstretched sympathy between man 
and man, such as Fox practised and made fashionable, 
would have, long ere. this, ‘endangered England’s Con- 
stitution. 

We may, therefore, pass from this vigorous and 
remarkable exposition of a teaching which events have 
somewhat belied. Would that we could beheve its warn- 
ings to be all proved fallacious : but,, so far as the force 
of exaSnple in forSign politics is concerned, Mr. Fox’s 
conduct does seem tp have been? most injurioijs. When 
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however, Mr. Trevelyan takes np the cudgels on behalf 
of him whose story he has inads^Jrffs rfjwn, he will 
'doubtless deal decisively with ouf’'doubts, knd in« so 
doing gr*apple successfully with those arguments of Lord 
Dudley’s wdiitfli time ha^^ left unanswered. 

But the chaste taste of our great contemporaVy ^^’hig 
writer will more surely lead him to recognise the merit 
of this literary fragin^*nt from Avhicli we have quoted, 
and to join us in the lament tliat some collection of the 
witty Earl’s works does not exist. 

We have heard ominous stories of a destruction of 
family papers*; yet we cannot but believe that, v ith due 
diligence, materials for a volume of great interest may 
still be fohnd. 

To the last Lord Dudley loved literature, and with it 
the society of authors and wits. Once when engaged 
to dine with General Pinjijis, the popular ]\Iemi)er for 
Scarborough, *he was proiui^ed** tliat riieodore Hook 
should be there. The man of letters was. unfortunately, 
unable to keep this appointment, upon Avhich Lord 
Dudley ordered his carriage an hour earlier, and an- 
nounced this resolve aloud to his servant, wdth that 
oblivion of circumstances so frequently induced by his 
state of preoccupation. • 

Lord Dudley much loved the society of his library, 
but preferred old books to new, saying, when he saw an 
announcement of a fresh volume, that he was thereby 
led to reflect on the excellence of ol^er literature 
hitherto unconsul tpd. 

The writer closes this notice wuth an apprehen- 
sion that* lack of nmterial hi^^ prevented him 



LOED DUDLEY. 


267 


from fairly delineating the character of Lord Dudley. 
He cah only,* tht’^efoye, ask his readers to 'study that 
noWeman’s letters* to the Bishop of Llandatf. There,* 
politically, he will leani the plii.jso.phical truth of that 
nlcasured liberty which ''■fr. Canning cTesired to see 
effected *iD Enj^land without the subversion of our 
institutions, a wholeso le balance, which, at this 
moment, many believe tc be niore*or less endangered. 

Lord Dudley had an bitclligefit opinion upon every 
subject submitted to his notice. His thoughts, 
submitted to Dr. Copleston, upon University Govern- 
ment, £fl*e statesman -like, inasmuch as they are simply 
prophetic in their completeness. 

He advises, for instance, an adherence to the out-of- 
college residence such as would naturu.^y check the 
tendency of Larger and richer colleges to surpass, if not 
injure, othtr.- wiiore the execution is neither inferior 
nor less, in.i.'iby spedeing, to oe desired! 

We fill) uul}. in recompense mr the imperfection of 
our efforts, desire the reader to consult back numbers of 
the Quarterly for the “Life of Horn<. ToOu.e,” and for a 
notice where the directors, in cc'minon gratitude, felt it 
their duty to leave on record how much this interesting 
statesman and philosopher had contributed towards their 
omi prestige. 

The portrait which heads this memoir (however 
characteristic) is but indistinct. The outline of the 
career we have endeavoured to delineate is, we know, 
!in character therewith, but ill-defined and shadowy, and 
therefore we look with confidence to a future when some 
member of the family shall further inform the public 
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as to the details of a career upon which genius was 
indelibly stamped. ' • . ' • • 

‘ At Norwood, m March 1833, TjcTrd Dudley fiuJed, 
so to speak, into .forgetfulness at the comparatively 
early age of' fifty-two. * • 



“ I desire not to )(e minister of Austria or Eiissia but of En#?land.” — 
lirloit to Lunen, irih' o/ (hr 7i’i/.‘>Moa (unha.'^.sador, u^io, on lii> m^aumuKj 

thr J'oreni}^ Sii-} etd ni i-sjs, JkkI tnuutttl l.im u ith Ain't/ mn j/iocln 

“ I sliould ])e j)erfe(ll\ i»repiin d to oppose, (‘\(‘n to the extremity of war, 
tlie j)osseBsion by Kussia of Ccuistantinople and tlie Duidanelles.’'— .S^xa'c// in 
Vai linment^ Ort. ItloJ. ^ 


June 1828 to Jsovembek 1830. 

OIJX in tho year 178-1, the first public 
(luty-undcrtakon liy the* future states- 
man, was (>110 of diplomatic attendance 
on Ta)rd Cornwallis, at Amiens, during 
the peace negotiations. Educated 
at Harrow and St. John’s College, 
Cambridge, the young nobleman ci:joyecl all the 
advantages of a classical teaching, which, super-added 
to* tlui natural talents and good breeding which Avere 
born in his nature, filled him for the profession of his 
choice. It Avas as a diplomatist that he gained the 
great success^ of his life in 1813, and sjiecial skill in 
that courtly art led to future preferment in the 
Boverdigu councils’of England. 

Married in 180§ to a daughter of the Mar<juis of 
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Abercorn, the fascinating young Scotchman passed seven 
short yeai>s of suprt^me happiness. Whfen^ however, not 
cyet thirty years oM he suffered thS^giie'at trouble of^his 
existence, one from which he never thoroughly recovered, 
and was'a sadfiened man fca* life. He then undertoc^ 
the mission to Vienna in 1813, which was to apprise the 
Austrians of Wellington’s victory at Vittoria, and urge 
the necessity of immediate action. 

, Coming as his representations did after the battles of 
Bautzen and Lutzen, Mt'tteriiich and the Emperor were 
aroused to the sense of their position, and to none does 
the subsequent durabilih' of the Austrian alliance appear 
to be more due than to England’s youthful envoy. 

Energyi tact, and manner were one and all exercised 
for the purpose of detacdiing Napoleon’s father-in-law 
from the neutrality which, if ])ersisted in, might have 
prolonged the struggle indelipitely.* The result was 
seen first in Metternich’s intervfew with Napoleon at 
Dresden, and then in the change of Austrian 2 )olicy, 
soon to culminate in open adhesion to the allied cause. 

Lord Aberdeen followed the fortunes of tlie allied 


Lord Aberdeen was asked by that acute observer, Sir G. C. 
Lewis, his oijinioii as to the degree England had contributed 
towards the deliverance of Europe. He replied that great impor- 
tance was undoubtedly assigned in the allied camp to the Duke of 
Wellington’s southern advance, hut that the power of oitr subsidies 
had been exaggerated. For instance, in 1813 he ^vas empowered 
to offer a million to Austria when 400,000 soldiers had to be 
equipped. Although qur suhsequent monetary advance exceeded* 
this amount, the actual subsidy could sdkrcely have dbcided 
Austrian councils. 
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army, and in company with the Emperor Francis 
had once, in Francej to ride for his life. \ 

Chatiilon Lo’^d Aberdeen, Sir Charles Stewart, and 
Lord Cathcart attended as English plenipotentiaries 
with Lord Castlereagh, the latter taking precedence as 
Secretarj of State. After the settlement of Vienna, 
and the overthrow of the first French empire, Lord 
Aberdeen devoted himself to ti'avel through the classical 
regions of Grreece. Here, in scenes congenial to his 
taste, he revelled in all tlie glorious associations which 
elevate an half-civilised 2 )reseut in the remembrance of 
a refined and noble jiast. 

On returning to England, fired with enthusiasm for 
the people, and cliarmed by the scenes he had witnessed, 
so often and enthusiastically did he recount his 
experiences that he gained the name of Athenian 
Aberdeen, and was as such, tilted at by Lord Byron, in 
his KikjUsIi Banb and !i>ivich Jlrriacers. 

But there was said to be a Scotch family-feeling at 
the root of this sally, inasmuch as the heritage of 
Byron's branch of the Gordon family, and whose local 
habitation had long been at Gight, fell into Loi*d 
Aberdeen’s hands through the impecuniosity of those 
who inherited it. 

Still the noble poet was not only a kinsman but a 
brother old Harrovian, which has ever been a bond of 
union, so that one might have expected a forbearance 
such as the bard was, however, scarcely in the mood to 
indulge in. 

CJ J 

When the Duke’of Wellington became Prime Minister 
in 1828, Lord Aberbeen accepted office at the Duchy of 
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Lancaster, and after the secessions of Mr Huskisson, 
Lord Palnaerstou, ffnd Lord Dudley, .succe^d«d the, latter 
•as Secretary for Foreign Atfairs. *dh«sen bj’*the Djjke 
of WelRrigton, when Lord Ellenborough’s peculiar 
talents t^ere* likewise available, *tlie more credit is due* 
to Lord Aberdeen that he should have succeeded so 
weU'as, in the opinion of his ehxpient rival, he clearly 
did. 

. It was but in human nature that having himself 
aspired to the Secretaryshii) for Foreign Albiirs, Lord 
Ellenborough should l)e somewhat grudging of praise 
to a rival iTreferrod before him. But even, h(i in 
his diary begins by saying Aberdeen is good at all 
the ordinary Foreign Office work, and that lie will do 
nothing glaringly wrong, assuming, hoYevor, that both 
the Duke of AYellington and himself were really able 
to overrule the Foreign Seai-etary’s decisions. But 
later on we read, “ Aberdeen is flie most obstinate man 
I ever saw, as to the mere words of a despat<di ; 
w'hilst the remark, “ Aberdeen’s manner may not be 
good, but he said good things, and can make a biting 
speech in a quiet way,” proves how the minister made 
himself respected. True it is that Lord Ellenborough 
compared Lord Aberdeen’s cU'spatciies at a disadvantage 
with those of Lord Dudley, but we should not forget 
that he was thereby placed in cf>nipetition with a master 
of modern prose. 

The first matter with which it became, necessary to 
dftil, was the war^ just commenced by Russia againsb 
Turkey, combined wtth the fui'ther * complicatioTis in 
Greece and the Morea, 
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Navarino liad by no means settled the complicated 
qnestioQs of ^xjjicy wjiich had arisen. * Ibrahim Pacha, 
being still uTisnbdifad, ^ill ravag.'d the iVIbroa, and traffi *, 
with Egypt does not seem to have been totally suppressed. 
Sf)yiething definite had to be.decided on t<» ‘ensflre the 
carrAfing »ut of the Treaty of London, to which England 
and her allies were thoroughly pledged. This, ultimately, 
took the form of a landing of IH.ftOO Frencli troops, 
who m'ver reoeivt'd a check, and cjeared the Morea of 
the Egyptians, who, with their general, returned forth- 
with to Alexandria. When, however, the French 
desired ^o prosecute their march beyond ‘the Morea, 
intemational jealously intervened, and a limit Avas jdaced 
on efforts Avhich might ha\'e led to further complications. 

The superficial view one is naturally disposed to take 
of tins transaction, is favourable to the French A'ieAvs of 
those days, leading, as they must liave done, to an 
enlargement of the young kingdom, ami n settlement, 
once for all, of a troublesome (piestion. 

But Lord Aberdeen aa’rs a diplomatist, and, being 
familiar with the intricacies of this question, did not allow 
his judgment to coincide with the Avell-knoA\-n sympathy 
ho felt for Greece and her cause. Lord Palnjerston's 
minutes of the cabinet^ojuuiojis proA'e this to have been 
the case.* He probably suspected that to be true which 
a feAv years’ time proved. 

During the Polish rebellion, the imperial archives of 
WarsaAv fell injo the hands of those aa’Iioso •interest it 


* Mr. E. Ashlev's L/’/V «/ Lord ralmcrsfon. 

• ‘ . 18 * 


II. 



274 FOREIGN SECRETARIES OF THE XIX, CENlfuRY. 


became to divulge their contents in England, where thej 
were queted from* in Parliament and tli^i» authenticity 
never denied. 

It was* there shqwn that the Russian minister deliber 
ately accecl<!d to the protocol of St. Petersburgh j(on 
which the Treaty of London was based, and through 
the means of which Greece gained her freedom and 
existence), with the, knowledge and belief that whilst 
’ professing to maintain peace, he both knew and desired 
it might ultimately become a cause of war. 

Well might Lord Aberdeen describe Navarino as an 
untoward efent, and the Duke of Wellington’s, Govern- 
ment take measures to strengthen their naval force 
in the ^lediterranean and conclude an alliance with 
Austria, which should estop Russia from entering into 
Constantinople. 

For the dift'erences at home were marked. Lord 
Palmerston !lt that time wen\ so far as to make a 
speech in which he declared it to be impossible for 
England to go to war for the Sultan, and the balance of 
uninstructed ojiinion was the louder if not the stronger 
of the differing expressions of feeling. Possibly Lord 
Palmerston’s future attitude in tlie Eastern Question may 
have resulted from knowledge of Jhe edifying disclosure 
vouchsafed in the Warsaw correspondence, which ijon- 
tained a letter from the Russian ambassador in London, 
telling the Emperor Nicholas that his policy did not 
want defenders amongst the most distingijished members 
of either House, of Parliament. And yet the speciojis 
pretences, are from the nature of the case ceftain to 
reappear ^every fifteen years or so^ and to find believers 
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in apparently the best-informed quarters — men, however, 
who, wihen tl*e]icome.to deal with the hiatter th'^mselves, 
one* and all take* . a modified view of the difficulties 
connected with Constantinople and its ownership, sooner 
or. later declaring for things* as they are, •rkthdi’ than 
deciding io fly to evils that they know not of. Such were 
Lords Dudley, Palmerston, and Aberdeen, whilst 
the certainty of a similar tendenc}; ultimately prevailing 
makes thinking men doubt whether the Turkish. 
Emiiire is as near extinction in 1881 as some believe. 

Lord Aberdeen, however, in 1829-30 was tied by 
circumsVinccs, and ultimately accepted the provisions of 
the Treaty of Adrianople, where after two campaigns 
Turkey came to be cajoled into a degrading submission 
Avhich the military position did not b}’ any means warrant 
that she should have accepted. IMoltke has told us how 
the remnant of the Russian army dictated peace "whilst 
in imminent danger and a prej' to disease. How the 
movements of the Pacha of Skadra, with 35,000 fresh 
troops, Avere warded off. Marshal Diebitch probably 
never understood himself. 

But the address of Russian negotiators in persuading 
the Turks of their defeat, was not less noticeable than 
their original skill had been paramount when they 
appeared to enlist Europe on their side, and place their 
opponents in the wrong, before entering on a course of 
international brigandage. 

Lord Aberdeen’s original connection Avith the Treaties 
of 1814-15 accounts for the attempt^ at first made fib 
hold Belgium and Holland together, even, as some men 
declared, to the \erge of interference in a quarrel, 
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where the Dutch King gave his compatriots the kernel 
and left the husks’ to the Belgians.. Doi^JitJess, as Lord 
Castlereagh liafl formerly remaVked'to Lrflrd Duijley, 
the Kin^’of Holland granted his subjects a respectable 
Constiftitictof but so differeat inhnanners and feeling wfre 
the two people that force could ouly keep them united 
even if justice had been fairly exercised between 
them. 

In the case of the British Government the support 
given to the Dutch King was merely tentative, and 
received expression in a paragraph of the lioyal Speech, 
which lost many votes at the election and hji?l])ed to 
swell the gathering unpopularity of tlu' Duke’s rule. 
In Portugal a resolute course of non-interierence was 
persisted in by Lord .\]a‘rdeen, wlio, judging that the 
Portuguese preferri'd Don Miguel, pursmal a policy 
which Lord Palmerston was sjjiortly to rever.se. 

Such were the puKbe events aTid tlie policy decided on 
in connection therewith during the administration of 
Lord Aberdeen with which we have immediate concern. 
The tendency of his mind in relation to p'oreigu Policy 
was clearly Conservative. 

As he^told Baron Bun.sen on his second elevation to 
the office in 1841, ‘‘ We. desire to keep things as 
they are.” , 

Counting public opinion as a statesman’s guide, he yet 
agreed in the main with Metteruich in his fear of change 
and revofution for its own sake. 

He said of Lord Palmerston that he endeavoured l;p 
create revolutions, and was retorted on by the rejoinder 
that he. Lord Al^erdeon, had endeavoured to sustain 
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despotisms. The difference between the two statesmen 
has simce be^n, sho\^a to have been* more imaginary 
tha^ real ; • the tpnsequence of their* general views 
being such that not only ^id Sir Robert Peel on 
* takjng oflSce in 1841 deblara the general farfeigir policy 
to have remained unchanged for thirty years, but a 
subsequent coalition between the rival occupants* of 
the Foreign Office sealed the opinion as being based 
on fact. 

Acquiescence in one important alteration in the 
European system was unhesitatingly granted by Lord 
Aberdeei^ when he recognised Louis Philippe? as King of 
the French. 

This action was interpreted in some quarters as a 
desire to separate France and Russia, but undoubtedly 
sprang from an honest determination to avoid inter- 
ference in French affairs. ..To Lord Aberdeen it must 
naturally have been distasteful to abrogate a provision 
closely connected with that Treaty of Vienna for which 
he had stood sponsor. Although the return of the 
Bourbons was brought about by circumstances entirely 
independent of the Congress of Vienna, it was there 
that a ratification of the legitimate King’s return to his 
throne w'as accepted ^by Eijrope, now called on to 
recognise the power of pojmlar w'ill in France. This 
Russia and Austria distinctly refused to do, and from 
their point of view, or rather from that of their rulers, 
Louis Philipp^ was a mere parvenu, and dependent for 
nioral support on England alone. ^ * 

The ‘fall of Chafles X. can scarcely be regretted by 
any lover of freedom^ still less of religious libeity. The 



278 FOREIGN SECRETARIES OF THE XIX. CENTURY. 

* 

attempt to return to metliseval forips of rule might, 
in 183(X obtain^tolerance in Spi^iir, but ^i(5t in 'France, 
where ^modern ideas li^id worked ‘their way inio a 
position whence -they could jit any moment combine 
to overthrow the priesth' ascendancy, which was •tile 
chjef feature of Prince Polignac's political iheal, that 
man whom Marshal Marmont dia-lared to he the most 
presumptuous morhil he had ever met. No one 
class in France, moreover, appears to have desired a 
return to irresponsible rule, whilst the Sovereign stood 
isolated from all the aristocratic influences and support 
which Louis XIY. possessed • 

When, unable to repress the Charter granted (for- 
merly in 1815) by his brother, the old King steadily 
and with dignity moved by easy stages to the coast, 
his fate may be fairly cited as showing the futility 
of the struggle between yosolute rule and a nation 
that has once tasted the s\^ects of freedom. The 
gist of the comjiact between Louis XVIII. and his 
people Consisted in the King’s promise to sustain 
Constitutional forms amouirst them This agreement 
broken, and the Crown could rest on no sure basis. 

Sidney Smith has told how, during a visit to Paris 
in 1829. he saw in the 'long priestly processions and 
haughty manners of the priesthood an earnest oP that 
speedy fall which awaited a dignified conscientious but 
mistakojQ monarch. , 

The appeal to the people of Edinburgh which the 
chivalrous Sir Walter Scott was forced to make ^or 
public respect and courtesy on behalf of the royal exiles 
at Holynood, marks in no small ^legiee the feeling that 
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actuated individuals in Great Britain when thrones were 
falling aroupd ahd the shadow of a ^reat social change 
was impeiMling ewer our home community. 

Ijord Aberdeen for two successive years paid visits to 
.Charles X. when in hist Holj'rood retirement. , On the 
first occasion he found the old King visibly poverty- 
stricken and sitting in a cold unfurnished bed-reom. 
Not a sign of remorse was ajiparent as to his uncon- 
stitutional conduct in France, and he only admitted to 
have made one mistake, and that when he neglected to 
pour sufficient troops into Paris. He was much 
incensed against Louis Philippe, althougli of France 
and her people he spoke* in kindly terms, hoping and 
expecting nothing for himself, but confident in the 
ultimate recall of the Duke de Bourdeaux, whose 
education Lord Aberdeen discovered a year later was 
being carefully attended to. 

It was, indeed, a strange turn of fortune’s wheel 
wliich forty years afterwards fulfilled the uncle’s prediction 
so far as France was concerned, although the decision of 
the Count de Cliambord precluded a Legitimist return 
to power. 

ThOj so to speak, voluntary poverty of the repre- 
sentative line of France has, doubtless, combined with 

• • 

other circumstances to increase the devotion with which 
a compact minority continue to do homage to the 
elsewhere extinct principle of legitimate sovereignty. 

The conviction that, whatever their erjrors, it was 
^not for themselves or their own advantage that they 
essayed to rule, must, of necessity, lead many to admire 
and all to respect them. 
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Lord Aberdeeu’s kindness is prominent in the delicate 
manner m which he conveyed sympathy wi/h th^ exiled 
Sovereign, withcftit for a moment* enill>rsing‘the vicjpus 
system Gf’rule he had striven to establish. 

Lord* Abesdeen may luiye bben Conservative in his 
adliesion to the treaties of Lnropo. and stubbosn in his 
perpetuation of Lord Liverpool's rule of non interference 
in the internal affairs of other nations, but he proved 
^himself to be a Lij)eral statesman as regarded the 
Catholic Emancipation and Abolition of the Corn Laws, 
Avbilst to a modified degree he favoured Parliamcntaiy 
ricfoiiu. The defeat of the Civil List, wliich overthrew 
the Duke of Wellington's Government, was in truth 
nothing ‘less than a branch of the great question 
destined to overshadow ah others. 

Statesnu’n such as the Duke of ^\’ellington and Lor<l 
Aberdeen, were unwilling to^ plunge into a democratic 
course Iw tlu' adoption (»t e.\\reme measures, based 
and calculated avowedly on hopes of a great party 
advantage. 

But the political storm had been aroused, and was 
sure to run its course. 

How ^tice good ship carrying England’s fprtune 
weathered die storm successfully, even after casting 
overboard much that wise men valued amongst .the 
superfluous ballast Avhich those same shrew'd individuals 
desired to be quit of, has no place here. 

It is Sti^ngc, however, to reflect on the fact that the 
first demand for lleform came partially from a sectioji 
ot the old Tory party, and so helped to arouse the 
teuq)est of feeding befoi'c which Wellington, Peel, and 
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Aberdeen retired. There were also the Tories who 
honestly thaujjht th^t reform had becotoe a Constitutional 
nejgessity. • 

Then there were those who conceived it to be the logical 
• outcome of Catholic Eufaucifation, Repeal of Dissenters’ 
Disabilities, and relaxation of our penal code; whilst 
a third faction, Ave fear, desired to retort on the Duke 
for the support he had given^ to the measures in 
question. Thus in politics constantly do we see men, 
blinded by party passion, resigning the advantage of 
the morrow in return for to-day’s short-lived triumph 
shared^ as the} know it must be, by thosJe with whom 
they have nothing in common. 

But the death of King George IV. was the event 
more immediately leading to the AVhig triumph. 

When George IV. paid the debt of nature, the party 
of resistance was immediately weakened and the shadow 
of a great Constitutional charge hovered over the 
nation. The accession of the Duke of Clarence Avas at 
least an earnest of a cessation to Court obstruction. 
The direction of policy was henceforth open to the 
guidance of the responsible ministry, who, unimpeded 
by th^i^overeign, Avell might lay their Eefom; measures 
before the legislature. 

.Whatever may have been the faults and shortcomings 
of George IV., he never, as a king, neglected public 
duty. You may disagree with the tenour of his con- 
clusions, dqplorc the shortsightedness of his policy 
.inherited from the father, but carelessness as to public 
matters it is at least impossible to charge against this 
well-abused sovere^n. 
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In the midst of his gaiety at Brighton he was 
yet prepared to start at half-past 6 i^ the nioming 
•for London, the* very minute intHligglice reached him 
from the metropolis requiring his presence. Scarcely, 
perhaps*, uhprejudiced in all Ifis conclusions, strange^ 
fantastic, and uncertain in his personal demeanour, it 
should yet never be forgotten that the unpopular prince 
had a genuine reverence for the Constitution and 
.traditions of his country. The time, doubtless, did 
exist when the individual taking up a pen to point 
out the better points in George IV. ’s character would 
have been open to the imputation of hindering the cause 
of morality, so grievously ignored by the unfortunate 
monarch in question. But the failing was, alas ! 
common to the representatives of his class who held 
sway in his times. It was the bane of society, and a 
distinct drawback to the exc^ence of English influence 
on the world. • Why> in Georg^.IV.’s case the several 
evidences of kindness and charity, borne witness to by 
Alderman Martin in his interesting of Brighton,* 

failed to operate in his favour as like excuses have 
done in the case of other profligate kings, we are not 
competent to explain, but the poisoned pen oL faction 


History of Brighton, by Alderman Martin. Beal, East Street, 
Brighton. We can likewise recommend to our readers tlie lately 
published volumes of Mr. Percy Fitzgerald’s (jcnryc IV. There 
the story of ^ wasted life is told in detail, and the better points 
(»f the man placed forward through his own correspondence. 
Intersi)ersed with the gossip of the times, and arranged with tasfe 
and care, the work is altogether not unworthy to become a 
companion volume to Jesse’s famous lAfeoj^ Ueorye 111. 
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has not been i^\e before and since the death of this 
unfortunate prince.. Exposed to ev6ry temptf^tion open 
tcHraankind, the same excuse should at least be urged oii 
behalf of George IV. that Mr. Trevelyan,' Lord J. 
Russell, and others have so eloquently pleaded for the 
memory of his friend Charles Fox. The question 
arises, liave tlie detractors meted out the same 
justice they would themselves desire to receive ? 
Conscience can alone answer this, and in the case of 
many whose harsh judgment has been registered, they 
likewise have gone ^o the long home from whence 
there vs no present return,. ’ 

But Alderman Martin did at least know George IV. 
personally, and what is more, can attest to the fact that 
many went to their graves in happiness and content, 
who, but for the bounty of their Sovereign — silently and 
unostentatiously bestow?(J — might have lingered on in 
poverty and misery. " * 

With their last breath they blessed the memory of 
him whom no writer of ability has dared to defend, until 
his old friend Alderman Martin took up the cudgels in 
that interesting 1 1 iatonj o f Brighthelmslone which bears his 
naiHC7» 

“What, abuse a man, in his own house!” said a 
former Brighton alderman to Mr. Thackeray, then 
about to give his lectures on the Four Georges in the 
Pavilion; “,go at least to the Town Hall with which 
his memory has no connection.” 

The lecturer, struck with the appQsiteness of the idea, 
yielded, and delivered his severe criticisms on more 
neutral ground. 
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The reason why such unanimity of condemnation 
prevailed amongst \Criters contemporary wij^^hj- and .those 
Succeeding the times of George 'iV.’.'f reigif, may Jie 
explained*hy the fact that early in life the whole p'nials 
of Tory ^vratlp were turned .against the royal abettor qf • 
Fox in all his schemes. . 

The Whigs were universally looked on as the party 
of the Prince of Wale^, so that when with the Regency 
their political hopes were dashed to pieces, and the 
old ministers were still retained, pledged to sustain the 
empire in its strength and dignitv, it became the fashion 
for the WhigS in their turu^ to visit on the Ifrince’s 
head all the contumely which falls to the share of a 
turncoat. * Consequently the literature which has had 
most influence over our own times has been devoted 
to showing up the distressing weakness of a rljaracter, 
which has had a counterpar^in more than one ruler 
whose actions have net been seafehed out by the fierce 
light of unfriendly publicity. 

e cannot, if we desired so to do, arrest the justice 
of this judgment, but have a right to claim that the 
generous actions, borne witness to bv Alderman Martin, 
should receive due attention, together with a igi;«ieral 
acknowledgment of the pglitical ^ services which the 
King, with all his eccentricities, undoubtedly rendered 
the State. 

He knew when to yield in the matter of the Catholic 
claims, and •although his death undoubtedly hastened 
the confusion of^ parties which brought about the. 
Reform Bill, there is yet no valid rea^n to believS that 
George IV. ^ would have opjjosed thq expressed will of 
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the nation, provided he was persuaded the measure 
proposed was ’^ot injurious to the public w'eal. 

Tn Mr. Xlderni'Mi Martin’s book no ill-judged attempt' 
is m’ade to extenuate tlie faults of George iV.,* but 


* As an evidence of George IV. ’s warm-hearted feeling towards 
friends, combined with an anxious interest in national affairs, the 
subjoined letter is transcribed from Sii\ Archibald Alison s Life of^ 
Sif Cliarlcs . — 

“My DE.\R Charles, 

“ After the roccn*t events which have taken place at 
Vienna, i cannot i-esisl taking a[) my pen. and sending you a few 
linos in my own liandwriting. 

“ Tlie sincerity and warmth of tlie affection I have uniformly 
felt for you now for so many years, I thought had been such as to 
admit of litth' po.s^il)ihty of eitlier addition or increase. But I 
find iiiysidf eompletely mistaken and deceived ; for your conduct 
oil the late occasion, in what. v;er point of view I consider it, and 
that it offers itself to my v^ew, has called for, and given rise to, in 
me, warm feeling towards you, far beyond what I ever did or 
thought I could have felt for or towards any individual, even 
yourself. 

“ Having said this much, you cannot be surprised when I tell 
you that I cannot find any words or language that are at all 
adequate to convey (and as I could wish) all that my heart feels 

to war ora \i)U. 

“ The line which you at once labl down for yourself and pursued, 
portrays not only the discretion, ability, talent, and firmness of the 
sound statesman and dii>lomate, but beautifully blonds with it all 
the high sense of private honour, as well as the delicate anxious 
care of the most affectionate of friends. Indeed, your conduct- 
has been such as to outstrip all and everything tluit approbation 
or encomium would convey or offer, and as to the effect it lias luM 
upon me, I can only say that it has most indelibly and for ever 
rooted and engraved itself in my heart. With the most fervent 
prayers tliat you may long enjoy health and every other possible 
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undoubted acts of kindness and l^enevolence are 
adduced ^calculated to temper the severity of an., other- 
* wise merciless historical verdict. 

c • 

Tlje,qnality' of mercy is U(?t strained, 

It droppetli as the gentle dew from heaven.” 

The volume should certainly be read by all interested 
in the annals of Brighton. 

. But other influence, beyond tlie King’s death, served 
to hasten the crisis, which ever since the conclusion of 
our great war with France had been but deferred, and 

in one form or the other was inevitable. 

• * 

We know, however, that Lord Grey’s proceedings 
in the matter of Reform were distasteful to at least 
one leading politician wlio as a former colleague had 
contributed much to the stability of Lord Grenville’s 
administration in 1806. 

Lord Sidmouth, for example^ had been associated 
in the Whig ministry known at the time as that of 
all the talents, but he bitterly resented the Reform Bill 
of 1832. “ God may, and, I hope, %vill forgive you for 

this Bill,” he is reported to have remarked to Earl 
Grey, “.but I do not think I ever can.” 


worldly blessing, and that myself and the country may long, Fong, 
long continue to benefit by tlie services of so sincere a friend and 
able a minister, 

c 

i , . ^ 

I “ 1 remain, my dearest Charles, 

“ Ever your affectionate friend, 

‘ “ George P. R.” • 

These professions were accompanied throughout life with actions 
m perfect unison with the sentiments herq. expressed. 
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But the iul^uence, which more than any other 
succeoded injielping to reconcile Englishmen to un- 
w^ted change, was undoubtedly that of Macaulay. On 
the wliole the greatest Whig of the century, I'homas 
'Binbington Macaulay, rivalled Pitt and Fox themselves 
in forensic exposition, and was at. least their equal in 
logical power, whilst possessing a retentive memory 
never surpassed by mortal man. - 

This extraordinary individual overthrew in fair 
argument all the combined strength of eloquence, 
wisdom, and authority which the possessor of privilege 
and power could bring to ^ bear.* He was for the Bill 
as adhered to by Grey and Brougham, and in the 
opinion of many his action turned the scale. + An 
unrivalled writer, the youth of the last fifty years may 
be said to have grown up under the glamour of his 
fascinating pen. 

Without presuming either to’ question or endorse 
opinions, the magnificent expression of which have 
become to be studied as a part of our history we may 
point with just pride to a character noble alike in its 
public and private relations, and inflexible in its desire 
to su«’*-:<in the Imperial safety of England. 

So far as his furtherance, of Reform is concerned, it 
will become the duty of every historian to extol the 
high qualities which succeeded in reconciling men to 


* Hansard, 1831-32. 

1 The author of Walpole’s llutory of England holds this opinion 
strongly. ^ 
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necessary change, when even Grey, Brougham, Erskine. 
and Plunkett might have failed. 

• The increased comfort we, ds ietlividuflis, enj^y, 
proceeds* ‘in a great measure from the great *Social 
upheavifig, Viiich either hefore*its consummation, or in* 
its wake, led to juster and milder laws, shaped »o as not 
to exceed the offence commi+tcd. 

The change w'as ncjt so subversive in England as a 
.like measure must hare proved on the Continent, where 
public opinion had never filtered through the sevoraJ 
processes, issuing whence clean and powerful it had for 
more than a Penturv swaved the counsels of England. 

When the less restricted rush of waters was lot loose 
here, and'swept away soiiie landmarks oi‘ the past, there 
might have occurred a fatal forgetfulness of the intm'ests 
of England abroad, but for tlu' determined jittitude of 
Lord Aberdeen and the Duk^t of Wellington who l»v 
calling timely ffttentioo to the imjiortance of the Belgian 
Question, strengthened Lord Palmerston in the per- 
formance of the task he never shrank from fulfilling. 
Conscious that a minority existed ready to support 
Government in active measures, Lord Psdmerston was 
enabled tp rally the statesman-like instincts of own 

colleagues towards the avoidance of a renewed war with 

• • 

Franco, so certain to folhnv the jirevalence of tiipid 
counsels. 

Unwise military and naval reductions had most 
certainly taken place ‘early in 1832, urgod'jjy those who 
Idoked alone at home and desired to fix national energies 
entirely on Reform. • • 

The consequence came to be that^Palmerston had to 
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cut his cloth acoording to his means, and, attending to 
questions n^awir^ hoin^, concur in thg decision of his ^ 
coS^^'ues to leaVe Turkey to the Czar’s tender^ mercies. 
The plea put forward oHuability to find ships to sail to 
tl>e Dardanelles was nearer tiie truth than it is possible 
now to iTelieve. On the other haild, the loosening of 

m 

the flood-gates of Reform had one good efiect, it swept 
away slavery once and for all. *No more pandering 
to West Indian interest in Parliament was admitted, * 
but an ample and immediate comi)ensation of twenty 
millions sterling was allowed as compensation for loss of 
capital. • The nation was thus saved from a miserable 
hypocrisy. 

We who had our colonies stocked with Africans did 
not discontinue the institution of slaverv, but allowed 
philanthropy scoi)e in prohibiting the trade elsewhere. 
A more incongruous, not to say degrading spectacle 
than that of the Society for Propagation of the Gospel 
possessing West Indian property, and in lieu of manu- 
mitting their slaves there and then, contenting them- 
selves with improving their condition, whilst accepting 
an income derived from slave labour, the world has 
seldoifi uffheld. 

All this dallying with inicpiity was cast to the winds, 
and* England stood in the full purity of her real 
nature, and therefore guiltless of a wrong denounced 
by all her greater leaders since Pjtt and Fox seconded 
Wilberforce in the matter. , 

• No Englishman, however strong diis love of old 
institutions and steady his faith in national traditions, 
could fail to see sotne advantage in a new«r^ system 

39 


II, 
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which at least displayed strength ijj the direction 
where its warmest sympathies were excited. 

Moreover, as Lord Palmerston observed, *the a^^n 

of the Reformed Parliament in regard to sedition in 

* * • * . « • 

Ireland was, to say the least of it, decided, if npt? 

despotic. • • 

But the Whigs having come into power by virtue of 
their now traditional alliance with advanced Liberalism 
'in Ireland, were consequently assailed by a combination 
of malcontents, of whom Irish seceders and discon- 
tented West Indians helped to swell the number, 
making it possible for William IV. to rid himaslf of a 
ministry which had become distasteful to him, and of 
doing so with a plausible subjection to popular will. 

When, therefore. Sir Robert Peel, in 1835, made his 
ineffectual attempt to secure a Conservative majority. 
Lord Aberdeen was asked ^ join the Government, but 
not this time as Forefgn Secretary, that post being offered 
to and accepted by the great Duke himself, whilst with 
native modesty Lord Aberdeen accepted a subordinate 
situation. 

The Duke of Wellington’s short Foreign Secretary- 
ship occurred after the chronological limit up -to^vhich 
this book has been schemed to give detailed account or 
attempt any contemporary biographical notice, but as a 
portion of Lord Aberdeen’s career the policy pursued 
•possesses a present ijiterest to the readqr. It was in 
all respects identical in its lines with that professed and 
carried out before, and after by the acute and statesman- 
hke mind whose influence we are employed in narrating. 

One rqck on which the good ship was nearly 
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grounding consisted in the appointment of Lord Lon- 
donderry aife A.mbaesador to St. Pe’tersburgh, be who, 
a'j«ySir Charles* Stewart, had conferred such signal 
diplomatic services on his country in the Peninsula and 
* on the Continent.* • * * 


The life of le beau snhreur Sir Charles “Stewart afterwards, 
Lord Londonderry, is a romantic one^ in the extreme. As a 
cavalry officer, both in the British and Russian services, his fame 
ruled supreme. With Sir John Moore, as afterwards witli 
Wellington, his exploits were only equalled by his indefatigable 
exertions, both of mind and pen, made on behalf of the common 
cause. • 

At Leipsic he succeeded in bfinging Bernadotte and 18,000 men 
to the assistance of the allies, and as a Russian cavalry officer had 
rendered his name famous on the plain of Culm. 

One of England’s envoys accredited to Chatillon and Vienna, 
Sir Charles Stewart, manifestly aided his brother at the Congress, 
and mcrite*d the thanks showered upon him in public and private 
by the Princb Regent. 

Ill 1819 Sir Charles, «ihen Lord StDwart, Aiet Lady Frances 
Anne Vane Tempest, an heiress of great beauty and fascination, 
who, in spite of some difficulties incumbent on the fact that the 
lady was a ward in Chancery, smiled on his suit. His after-career 
was a universal blaze of success. 

As an author he succeeded in placing before the public the salient 
points in the career of a much defamed brother. 

The CSstlereagh Correspondence ^ carefully arranged after part of 
the most valuable letters«had becai lost at sea, stands of itself as an 
historical monument to his memory, as to that of his greater 
brother. The favourite of the British Court, Lord Londonderry, 
when he succeeded his brother in the title, was likewise as 
welcome^at St.. Petersburgh amongst his old comrades in arms 
as if born amctigst them. • 

But he, who of all men knew Russia best, did not fail to warn His 
countisymen as to tliQ burning desire for EasTiern rule at and from 
Constantinople which animates the breast of every Muscovite. 

In the Londonderry lepers a letter of his, written in 1840, to Sir . 

i9-* 
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The war of opinion which Canning dreaded must have 
been perilously near dividing the oountiy fo her own 
hurt, when such a bitter controversy ‘could rage 
the preferment of one so eminently suited for his task. 
Quick, impulsive, may be prejudiced as to his likes and * 
dislikes. Lord Castlereagh’s brother never had*judged 
Mr. Canning fairly, and the Parliamentary influence of 
that statesman’s political friends was exercised against 
him on the occasion ab'ove mentioned. The resignation 
of the chosen English i*epresentative in the presence 
of strong feeling against his appointment, was a sign 
that the Conservative reaction had not yet ai'quired 
its full force, and the Whigs soon had matters to them- 
selves again, hut with Palmerston at the Foreign Office 
to curb the vagaries of extreme adherents. 


Piobert Peel, is extant, pifuli.slicrl by Sii* Archibald Alison, in his 
Lhv.s of Lord ( 'astlereatfh and Sir ( ’hailrs Strtrtfrt, vol. iii. p. 274. 
There he tells liow it is the true line of Jhi^daiid to defend Turkey 
against all encroachments, notwithstanding the ebb and flow of 
public opinion, a resolve which will ultimately be adopted by the 
British statesman destined to weatlier any serious Eastern storm. 

Lord Ltmdonderry was selected to wear tlie ribbon of tlie garter 
vacant at tlie Duke of Wellington’s death, an lionour conferred by 
the late Lord Derby in fitting «terms, ‘and which the veteran 
soldier-statesman valued accordingly. • 

One of the remarkable men of his times. Lord Londonderry 
died iu March 1854. 

* '‘Not the least intcrestii^ feature in his career <was his love for 
the gi’cat brofiier who had preceded him to the gl’ave thirty-two 
vears before. 

« 

It was said to have been as that of David and Jonathan brtween 
them. 

His widow , survived liim. 


€ 
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When at lei^th Sir Eobert Peel was installed, both 
in pawer anc^ office, Lord Aberdeen* again went to the 
Fa^gn Office, Vhere his personal cliaracter seems td 
have been of the greatest service to England "in a time 
• Qf temporary if delusive* calm. •' * 

To him Louis Philippe made the celebrated avowal to 
the effect that he did not desire a marriage for either of 
his sons with the Spanish Princess, nor would he accept 
such an offer for them were it made. At the time, it 
is reasonable to believe, the King was sincere, but 
afterwards yielded to mistaken considerations of State 
policy. 

So at least Lord Aberdeen must have judged, or he 
could scarcely have retained unimpaired his friendship 
for Gruizot. who, equally with his master, must share the 
infamy of a great State deception. Baron Stockmar’s 
view seems to have been that, so honoured and 
respected was Lord .Aberdeen by the French Court and 
Ministry, that the attempt to join France and Spain 
would never have been enteivvl on whilst he presided 
over the British Foreign Office, but that when the hated 
name of Palmerston was again pre-eminent the whole 
instkict# of the French executive were utilised to trick 
him, and if possible /oil his. policy. 

•Lord Palmerston undoubtedly suffered much from a 
foreign misconception of his motives, consequent on a 
determined resolve to keep for England all that due 
influence ai«3 position in Europe could gaim 
. Incidentally, during a research into the motives ahd 
actions of Lord Aberdeen, one meets with characteristic 
advice given and suited on generally, in accordance with 
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the great Duke of Wellington and Sir Robert Peel. 
Of the foKmef, as once was written of* Pitt,«wd may'say — 

“ pii tliou, in every form of danger tried, 

The nation’s glory and her people’s pride.” 

^ * • 

Anything added therejbo here would be superfluous, and 
out of place. • 

But with regard to Sir Robert Peel, it would be 
jindesirable to fail to .note how heartily both he and 
Lord Aberdeen endorsed Lord Palmerston’s and Lord 
Auckland’s policy in Afighanistan. 

To use Sir ‘Robert’s words in 1844, “ If either^Russia 
or Persia were intriguing in Afighanistan, the Governor- 
General sliould not stop to look at his Vattel or 
Puffendorf, but hasten to pass through Scinde ” (then a 
neutral country), “to assert his country’s in^uence.” * 
In the present advanced state of this question, we may 
fairly urge, therefore, that these tried statesmen would 
have acted as England acted in 1878-79. 

It was to Lord Aberdeen that Nicholas of Russia 
opened the conversation, in which he spoke of 
Turkey as a dying man, and foreshadowed a scheme 
of proposed partition. The report given ijj Baron 
Stockmar’s life, tallies so completely with the memo- 
randum sent to Sir Hamilton Seymour, that the authen- 
ticity of its rehabihty as a repetition of that conversation 
is not to be questioned. 

In the memorandum the word sick instead of dying 
ii applied to the Sultan, but the conclusion was in each, 


* Debate on Scinde wai', 1844, 
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case identical. . It is worthy of obsei’vation'* that a 
similar pr(^c«al w.as made to Mettemich in 1829, by 
FAi»me NesselroSe, inspired, doubtless, in the higbesfr 
quarters. Metternicb replied mucb^ in the ^me spirit 
*as Lord Aberdeen received the later cdnlmimication, 
saying,* that as bis mission was to .keep things as they 
are, he was not disposed to discuss a future, the arrival 
of which it was his desire to delay. 

But Lord Aberdeen does not seem to have lost faith 
in the Emperor personally ; and when afterwards Prime 
Minister, a certam school of historians have declared 
that ht! did ,not put his foot down with* the requisite 
determination. Without entering into a thorny contro- 
versy on which no new light can be thrown, we may yet 
register an emphatic objection against Lord Aberdeen’s 
name being made a scape-goat when a combination 
of circumstances such as seldom or ever have been seen 
had overtaken England. It is true that Lord Aberdeen 
fell into the mistake unfortunately common of late 
years to both parties in the State, viz. that of being 
behindhand in their actions towards Russian aggression, 
when they have to cope with a system avowedly formed 
to ’advance its interests if unopposed but to defer 
them indefinitely when a resolute opponent is encoun- 
t^ed. The same fatal spell that hung over Lord 
Aberdeen’s Government in days when experience of 
-Muscd^te (paling had been comparatively small, seems 
rife now wllen a former colleague of the noble Earl can 
declare, as did the Duke of Argyll iq the House of Lords 
in March 188f, “ that he mistrusted the Russians 
deeply, and would dread to see them established in. 
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Afghanistan south of the Oxus,” hut deprecated, never- 
theless, any determined expression of advise opinion in 
•England, ’^nd 3 *et he knew that 'beyon'd the 'Oxus ^ey 
already wAre, and into the aforesaid debatable territory 
intended to *gt>, just as certainly'as in Lord Aberdeen’s’ 
time Nicholas’ dearest desire wtis to advance orf and, if 
possfble, capture* Constantinople. 

Party certainly ha,s little to do with this unfor- 
tunate propensity to iKilt in the presence of a difficulty 
which the commonest student of history knows, in 
theory at least, how to combat. When, for instance, 
in 1877, thb Conservative _ party had commanding 
majorities in both Houses of Parliament, and the 
resources of the nation at their back, they positively 
never called on Austria and France to fulfil their part 
of the Tripartite Treaty, and protect Turkey (as by 
Treaty thej’ were bound) from an unprovoked- invasion. 

It seems, tliffreforej* rather hard on Lord Aberdeen 
that his indecision should be treated historically, as if 
it had been the first and last instance of the sort in our 
records. 

Alive to the value of the interests at stake in 
Constantinople, the heading of this chapter sho#vs Lord 
Aberdeen to have most certainly been, whilst a perusal 
of Lord Ellenborough’s Diary (vol. ii. p. 108) will 
prove that the Foreign Secretary desired in 1829 to 
give Turkey an absolute unconditional guaralitee of 
her territory against Russian attack — one^ moreover, 
beYore which the ^nglo-Turkish Convention of 1879 
w'ould have been small in scope. 

Lord Aberdeen was clearly then, i» 1853, the victim 
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of difficulties such as might have ovenvhelmed Pitt 
himself, aud, indeed, wlien they had previously appeared 
ill' ?^iodified foi%Li iu 1792, the heaveu-horn minister’s* 
dqdomacy received a decided clieck. * 

* . The natter vas exhaustively descanted on *at flie time, 
by an •anonymous author of TJurlij Years’ Foreign 
Folic g under Folds Falmerslon and Aberdeen. 

There it is clearly showui that the situation of Eussia 
and England in the East, had foi-years been converging 
into one incompatible of a 2 >eiit-eful solution to their 
differences. 

Nicholas knew full well ,that there was an uncertainty 
how English public opinion would view his encroach- 
ments ; the British acquiescence in the results of his 
great deceit of Akerman, and subsequent grudging 
acceptatic?! of the Treaty of Adrianople, crowned by the 
refusal to ‘aid Turkey against Mehemet Ali in 1833, 
wore all doubtless iir his mind’s eye when he resolved 
to trust to the hazard of war. England might desire 
a uniform end, and really wish to preserve the integrity 
of the Ottoman empire, but her action had not certainly 
been sufficiently decided throughout to make Nicholas 
and 'the Eussian nation prepared for the storm destined 
to break over their, heads. Add to this uncertainty 
admitted differences in the cabinet, eloquent and decided 
action by the Peace Society at home, and an oft-expressed 
«iwibt ^ to, the homogeneity of the Anglo-French 
alliance, an?! wc find ample reasons whtch impelled 

• Nicholas to his unfortunate resolve, without fastening a 
etignia on the st'atesmanship of one who dreaded war 
because he bimself> had seen its miseries. 
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Lord Aberdeen had passed from the field of Bautzen, 
during 1813, in refreat with the allied arnaidb. He had 
‘been eye-witness of the dreadful scenes, amidst 
even Napoleon paused in horror whilst contemplating the 
loss of his h^oved Duroc. • * 

To Lord Aberdeen’s mind the word “ war ” (Conveyed 
that of which th*e flighty journalists of the day had only 
read. He was unable to shield his country from the 
•penalty of its responsibilities, but he entered into the 
Crimean war with a heavy heart. 

As he said in the city to one of the aldermen at a 
banquet, * I have been very s\ow to enter into this war.” 
“ Yes,” answered the rough and ready citizen, “ and you 

r 

will be equally slow to get out of it.” 

Lord Aberdeen received this retort with the perfect 
good temper and imperturbable silence of good breeding, 
but with a sad reserve itself speaking volumes as to the 
extent of respohsibilify he felt. • 

There may, one day, be a more correct estimate made 
of Lord Aberdeen’s conduct before the Crimean war. 

It was next to impossible that party prejudice should 
not, to a certain degree, have obscured men’s judg- 
ment at a moment when the Corn Law coatroTersy 
had left such bitter feelings behind dt. 

Moreover, an honest and unprejudiced inquirer tdll 
find it difficult to tell for what cause, and on behalf 
ftf what principle, thq House of Commons cdJlflenmid 
Lord Derby’s first Government in 1852, Inasmuch as 
protection had been renounced by ministers accepting* 
the general election as final on the point. The solution 
is doubtless connected with that administrative weakness 
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which the secession of the Peelites inflicted on the 
great Consdlrvs^ive party, and to which attention has 
beci^^called in Tiord Beaconsfield’s Endymion. The 
coalition who essayed to succeed Loi:.d Derby, *far more 
tlian Lord Palmerston’s assailants in the*l5onTacifico 


debate deserved to be styled a fortuitous concourse of 
atoms, wliilst with their advent to pow6r unfortunately 
the virulence of the original protectionist controversy 
was galvanised into life again. 

When Peel, Aberdeen, and their colleagues saw the 
necessity of an abolition of the Com Laws, the circum 
stances, under which it became necessary to act had 
involved a glaring breach of party confidence. 

Looked upon by those who, under the guidance of 
these same ministers, had become part of a Conservative 
majority pledged to the very principle they were soon to 
be called on to concede, the action of their leaders 
appeared little short of treachery. * 

Parliamentary expression to this sentiment had 
been given by one who of all other men seemed fittest 
to express the burning sense of wrong which animated 
the breasts of a great, if broken, party — Disraeli. 

Time .has not only shown that Lord Aberdeen was 
right in the support he gave Peel on this occasion, but 
the great exponent of the ancient principle of Protection 
has seen his error by light of experience. But the 
-WWerntis of, the Com Law controversy, rendered mo^ 
acute in its' acerbity by strong and sarcastic language 
• bandied about in Parliament, had oertainly not abated 
when war came upon us in 1863-64. 

Consequently thTA natural alliances of polijical men in 
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a common daiigei* wei;e found to be 


the face of 

impossible, and recourse taken, to ,-tlio reviiaining 
expedient of a coalition depending or a Parliamentary 
majority* which contained Peelites, philosophical Rif^cals, 
Irish repealA’s, and peace-at-ah-price men, each section 
of which had to 'be conciliated. 

Those wdio contemplate the history of that war, and 
read it in connectioju with subsequent history, cannot 
, but regret that the great powers of the late Lord Derby 
and of his brilliant colleague, Mr. Disraeli, were not 
associated with Lord Palmerston, Lord Aberdeen, and 
others pursuing the traditional aims of British pplicy. 

Lord Aberdeen had a true British heart. When 
accused ‘during his first Foreign Secretaryshij) by 
Princess Lieven, wife of the Russian Ambassador, of 
being a friend of Austria and opposed to Russia, he 
replied he was no partisan but of Great Britain. 
Nothing can bft more disinterested, nothing more noble, 
than the way when, after his Government had received 
their dismissal in 1855, he persuaded his own following 
to remain in the cabinet, and so left Mr. Gladstone, 
Mr. Sidney Herbert, and Sir James Graham, free to 
support Dord Palmerston’s Government. Xhe ‘3ame 
thing was said of Lord Abe/deen by Baron Stockmar as 
formerly had passed for description of George Grenville, 
and been re-echoed by Lord Russell concerning 
Grenville’s perhaps more famous nephew. "Sliey 
not see wh»n the waters were out, but piloted the good 
s*hip well through calm seas. Our belief, how'ov(‘r, is 
that Baron Stockmar would very much have modified 
this verdict, when he saw how one by one, at each 
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succeeding crisis^ the leading statesmen of the land are 
spellbound before the difficulties of the same Eastern 
Qiies^n which ^liOrd Aberdeen failed to cope with * 
peacefully. ^ • • 

* .When Mr. F. Jackson, the diplomatist,* h6ard of 
Lord Aberdeen’s mission to the allied* armies in 1813, 
he spoke of the British envoy as one of* the former *Pitt 
connection slightly inclining towajds Lord Grenville’s 
shade of thought. It will occur to our readers that . 


no more representative link between the past and the 
present could possibly be named than the statesman who 
imbibed, his principles under Pitt and Grenville, was a 
coadjutor of Castlereagh, and lived to be a colleague of 
Palmerston, Russell, and Gladstone. 


Of Lord Aberdeen as a speaker little is told, simply 
Itecause he had never cultivated the art. May be there 
was a spice t)f contempt in his celebrated remark, ‘ ‘ This 
country is not ruled by wisdom, hut by 'talk,” for the 
very first occasion on which he spoke in Parliament his 
efforts were commented on in a complimentary manner 
by the then Lord Liverpool, whilst writing to his more 
distinguished sou Lord Hawkesbury. 

Again,* in the debate on Belgium in 1832, Lord 
Aberdeen spoke at length g,nd with effect, proving that 
the* few curt sentences with which he was wont to 


announce his views, were adopted deliberately as a form 
■o^i^omaftTnicgtion, and not from ^ any inherent inability 
to speak exhaustively. • 

• Yet in the mode of mind which Jias animated the 
English people during the nineteenth century, it is 
strong evidence of feord Aberdeen’s wisdom and sagacity . 
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that he should have maiutained silence., and yet retained 
his position and 'influence. The secret; of this .success 
‘ was clearly in a great degree character.- 
• Early 'did lie SAveep away the douhts of those who 
feared the J)A)minence of an unconstitutional element iu 
the State through .the influence of Prince Albert over 
the iQueen. He straightway gauged the capacity of the 
man whose first object uas to help Her Majesty to rule 
. according to the .Constitution which he himself had 
studied so thoroughly. Lord Aberdeen’s presence 
as an adviser and sympathiser seems to have been 
present to Queen Victoria at the very moment when 
Lord Melbourne’s retirement from office made the want 
most felt.^ 

The man seems to have possessed that enviable 
facility of drawing others to him in an extraordinary 
degree. Prince Albert, Louis Philippe, Gukot, Bunsen, 
one after the 'other '^juelded to the spell, whilst one and 
all of the gifted band who owned his Parliamentary sAvay 
have either left behind them due testimony thereof, or to 
this day attest to Lord Aberdeen’s worth in language 
destined hereafter to influence the judgment of succeeding 
generaticms as to the career of this good and ^jflse man. 

The charges of too synipathetic inclination towards 
Russia before and during the Crimean contest were 
completely dispelled in 1854, when the matter was 
debated in Parliament. Lord Aberdeen, displaying tla,'’ 
natural candour, had previously claimed credit for the 


Tlieodore Martin’s lAfe of Prince Consort, 
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Emperor Nichojas that in 1829 he had not" entered 
Constantinopl<^. This statement, made at the height 
oft the war excitement, increased the* unp*opuIarity of* 
the ^^rime Minister, whose uninspired and almost 
n 9 ld statements were ndt in unison with'* the mational 
temperj» 

Lord Aberdeen was, however, soon enabled to explain 
that, although he did not doubt the existence of 
Russian designs on Turkey, he yet disbelieved in the 
defiance of Europe being encountered, which a capture 
of Constantinople would entail, a consideration which 
may b^ commended to statesmen of our o<vn time who 
are, apparently, deliberately resolving (Whig and Tory, 
Liberal and Conservative alike) to go once more though 
the same phase of gratuitous self-deception. 

To restrain Russian poAver in Turkey and the East 
Lord Abesdeen held to be a necessary duty of the 
Powers, Avho themssflves had nothing' to fear from 
Russia so long as the integrity of the Ottoman empire 
was preserved. 

Both Lord Aberdeen and the Luke of Wellington 
appear to have originally believed in the possession of 
a raservQ power in united Europe which would prevent 
the absorption of Turkey, or in the last resort wrest the 
prey from her enemies’ grasp. 

In this security we recognise the much discussed 
Jl»rop»tilII Concert sought after diligently by Whig and 
Tory, and v^ich, traced to its historical source so far as 
.the Eastern Question is concerned,^ will be found to 
have 'originally b^en set afoot by Prince Metternich, who 
desired to protect Austrian interests, and induce others 
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to do the work for him. Infallible we can Rcarcely 
believe its conelusi6ns to be with hist,orv I'lefore ns. 

C ( * 

* Lord Aberdeen went on to quote irom a desi>atLh 
written in October 1829, proving his dis<approval of 
the inflhence* over Turkey gained by the Treaty of 
Adrianople. 

But he was ftot to be deliYcred so easily from the 
results of his first ill-J;imed speech, claiming justice for 
•the Russian Emperor. • Parliamentary attacks continued 
the conclusions of which have received permanent 
adoption amongst some thoughtful men, but which the 
Queen, at the opening of Parliament in 18oo,. com- 
mented significantly upon by the bestowal of a vacant 
Blue Ribbon, accompanied by a statement of liow much 
she had been impressed by his admirable temper, for- 
bearance, and coolness. > 

He was, therefore, installed a Knight of the Garter, 
as a testimony of Her ’Majesty’s c(mtinued confidence. 

Although Lord Alierdeeu never aspired himself to 
the higher flights of oratory, no one lived in his time 
better qualified to judge of excellence in others. 

As a youth he had been taken constantly to listen 
to the intellectual wrestling of those giant intellects 
clustering .around Burke, Pitt, Fox, and Wyndham. 
Burke he had ])robably never heard when in possessron 
of his full powers, but it was otherwise with contem- 
ppraries, Avho, Lord Aberdeen 2 >ersisted to tlie fast, weic 
in no degree' superior to the late Lord Derby. 

Possibly, had he, been called on to break a lance with 
Pitt, he would have risen from the e'ncounter equally 
. convinged of his power, but the sentiment is worth 
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recording as evidence of the manner in which the 
Rupert of dSbaie impressed his opponents, , 

‘After his resi^ation of the Premiership, Lord Aber- 
deen retired, and lived much in Aberdeenshire, where, 

• • • • 

as a lover of farming and other country pursuits, he 
spent nfost of his later years. • 

The country around Haddo is flat and uninteresting 
compared to other parts of Aberdeenshire, hut Lord 
Aberdeen planted trees and made *the very most of the* 
soil. 

The Scotch people Avere universally and justly proud 
of the man who had gained such pre-eminence in the 
State, and who never forgot the interests of his own 
country. 

Hard did he strive to prevent the disruption of the 
Church in* 18 43, but his eflbrts were neither successful 
nor palatablfe to the disputants. 

Soon after the worrfes and annoyances of office had 
ceased. Lord Aberdeen appeared to feel the effects of 
age stealing on him. In 1868 Guizot paid a visit 
to the ex-minister at Haddo, and gives a dehghtful 
description of the family party there. No less than nine 
grandchiklren were assembled to meet the head of the 
house, whose family retaineBS Avere so numerous as to 
riv^ those of the Duke of Argyll himself in number. 

Of the Earl, Guizot relates that his mind and heart 
the same as of yore, but ^lat his body seemed 
feeble — the man nervous and shaken. His slow, cold* 
sometimes shy, and occasionally sarcastic manner, 
covered, we are, moreover, told, to the last the rarest 
qualities of head an^ heart, 
u. 


20 
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His mind, according to the French .statesman, was 
liberal, luid jie could give a thoughtful opinion on every 
'subject, being a man of rare merit. * 

f* • 

\\'e do not claim for Lord Aberdeen to have been a 
conspicuous leader of men, but an able diplomatist and* 
cautious Foreign lliuistcr. The last of a band who 

surrounded Lord Castlereagh at Vienna, his name will 

yet more specially be remembered in connection Avith 
•the detachment of Austria from her neutrality alter 

Lutzen and Bautzen. He died the 14th December 

1860, aged seventy-six. 
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“ As the Roman, in clays of old, held himself free from indignity when 
he coiilcf say ('iris JioiU(iiiU'< sunu *>0 also a British subject — in whatever 
land he may he — shall feel contident that the watcliful eye and the strong 
arm of England will protect him against injustice and wrong.” — Speech on 
Foret fju Policij, June 2o, 


IGth November 1830 to IGth November 1834. 

ENRY JOHN TEMPLE, aftenvards 
Yiscouiit Palmerston, was born in 
1784. After an education at Harrow, 
ho joined the throng of other pro- 
mising youths who studied at Edin- 
burgh under Professor Dugald Stewart. 
In l805i he succeeded to the title and entered Par- 
liament five years 'later, when Lord Mulgrave, who 
was then First Lord of the Admiralty, perceiving his 
abilities, secured for him the post of Junior Lord. 

Frofia that* moment until his death in 1865, he was 
a member of every Government except those formed by 
• Sir Robert Peel and Lord Derby. • 

On the resignation of the Duke of Wellington’s 
Government in November 1830, the seals of Jhe Foreign • 

20 * 
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Ofi&ce were entrusted to his keeping. ‘Lord Grey had 
^entered on ]iis gfeat reforming task, and Lbrd P-alnier- 
ston’s familiarity with the intricacies * of our rclatiofis 

with European and. other states, made his appoinlment 

• * ® ^ 

the more desirable in times of change at home and 
unsettlement abroad.* • 

9 

In comparing *the rival methods of Lords Palmerston 
and Aberdeen at the Foreign Office, an obsen'er is 
'struck by the lack" of any general system pursued by 
the former, who preferred to consider each case on its 
individual merits. 

Thus we find the Whig doctrine of non-inteiwention 
in the internal affairs of other nations more than once 
infringed on. But the ultimate aims of British policy 
were identical with those pursued since the days of 
Charles I. and the Commonwealth. 

Thus, Portugal was recognised as a starge whereon 
passing events* could' not but interest Englishmen ; the 
Low Countries were to be kept free from French 
domination, and Spanish affairs not allowed to pass 
altogether under Gallic control. 

To these considerations was superadded the additional 
watchfulness over Constantinople and Egypt, which our 
increased Eastern empire rendered necessary. 

Not a detail was allowed to pass unconsidered ; 'not 
a decision was taken by subordinates without Lord 
Palmer.stgn’s opinion, being passed thereon,* *and- » 
general scheme of foreign policy sustained, which 
contributed to the elevation of England morally and 
physically amongst the nations. 

But it is impossible not to see* that the personal 
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• ^ ^ 

part of the system was liable to utter disintegration 
whenever aidmjnistration fell into ordinary hands. 

• The letters o'^Lor^ Palmerston show that for strengtlf 
of wiH, acute perception of foreign statesmen's motives, 
•^nd adaptation of meaifs to the desired dhd, rfo indivi- 
dual 1ms approached his mastery, over national policy 
abroad. But he was not either engaged in elaborating 
a system built up on tradition oj* creating an absolute 
new one. His idea seems to have, been in some sort 
similar to that of Earl Grey, when as Lord Howick he 
administered foreign affairs in 1807, and contended for 
the same theory through years of Opposition. He 
resolutely refused to be bound by precedent which did 
not strictly apply to the matter on hand. 

Not that his views by any means coincided in later 
years witJi those of Earl Grey, who, differing on in- 
dmdual questions, objected to his resumption of office 
in 1846. • • 

Lord Palmerston, therefore, pursued the aims of our 
traditional policy, but reached liis objects by diverse and 
unorthodox means. 

The great merit in Lord Palmerston’s guidance of 
foreign jp,ffairs appears to us to have been his success 
in upholding England’s interests, when other statesmen 
were so mersed in home affairs that they displayed a 
tendency to ignore public dangers. A Castlereagh, with 
all* hie address, would have suffered under such cir- 
cumstances, for the unpopular tendency of the means 
, he could alone employ. , 

Lord Palmerston, although he enlarged on the 
sympathy for libefty which the old method had never , 
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ignored, limited such tendency whenever Im saw England 
liable to loss of prestige how'ever minute. ^ * , 

' Mr. Canning’s eloquence had previor,^ly marked the* 
points wliefe British, policy gained its secret and over- 
whelming 'powe!', whilst Palmerstbii, with scant regard, 
for the precedents of his office, yet succeeded in 
holding all Engla'nd's iwestige, whilst adding to her 
material prosperitj' and influence, and effected the whole 
without firing a shot in Europe. 

How this was done is far beyond our scope to describe 
in detail, but is inalienaljly connected with the study of 
modern history.' 

The adhesion of Mr. Canning’s friends to the Duke 
of Wellington’s administration in 1827 has proved an 
unmixed advantage to the public benefit. In the first 
place it secured a fairly liberal interpretation of the 
Greek treaty, without which the reopening of the question 
Avould shortly have sot Eastern'' Eurc^pe in a fresh blaze, 
and it precluded subsequent changes from taking the 
extreme and disturbing form desired by the unquiet 
spirits of Europe. Two schools of opinion might, and 
certainly did, exist in England, but neither repudiated 
the public cirder ordained by the Treaty of Vienna- 
Wide differences of opinion, , moreover, existed 
amongst colleagues, but the reign of revolutionary 
disorder was never encouraged within the charmed 
precincts of a British cabinet. » 

After, as Las been previously described, ''the Can- 
nin'gites retired from the Duke’s Government, and the 
adoption of lleform at home became daily more imminent, 
thoughtful men dreaded the coming, '/eign of popular 
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opinion in its relj,tion’ to foreign affairs, quite as much 
as the most*antiquated Tory could dnead a reversal of 
the internaf and*c’^mestic policy at home. * 

WhtJn the King and Duke yielded on the question of 
‘Oatholic Emancipation, ifo such rock ahead was.visible, 
but, as Grleig has recoi’ded in his Life of Wellingion, the 
great Duke believed that in proportion, as the popular 
element gained strength in the Constitution, the foreign 
policy of England would become vacillating and un- 
certain, and hence doubtless his opposition to Reform. 

Lord Palmerston from the first struggled to prevent 
this, and so far succeeded that his chitf historical 
monument will remain in 'the fact of such a result 
having been, on the whole, attained. 

The first Foreign Secretaryship of Lord Palmerston 
in the Grpy administration was passed during four 
critical phases of Continental convulsion. 

P’irst, the unsettleiuvut in Franae, contingent on the 
Revolution, which placed the Orleans family on the 
throne ; secondly, the Belgian Ilevolution and subsequent 
creation of the new kingdom; thirdly, the apparently 
impending break up of Sultan Mahmoud’s empire in 
Turkey, caused immediately by the conduct of his 
Egyptian vassal Mehemet Ali; and fourthly, the disputed 
suceessions both in Spain and Portugal, which led to the 
Quadruple Treaty. 

, It lopktJfl in 1830 as if the efforts of Wellington and 
Castlereagh Vere at last to be cast to the ■vyn'ds. The 
.Bourbons in France, reverting to their old modes df 
GoveAiment, leant on the priesthood in the absence of 
an organised aristo»i^cy. 
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But the popular rights allowed by the^charter of 1815* 
had been marked opt for extinction without ibe benefits 
•that flo'wed Iherefrom being ever p*ositiv«(fty abrogated. ^ 

The people who had, therefore, drunk, h(?wever 

sparingly, at the fountain of liberty, resented more the 

threatened cessation of constitutional law. «■ 

* 

The administration of Prince Polignac having gone 
the way of all others which, without due diplomatic and 
statesman-like skill, commit themselves to a contest with 

fl 

a vast majority of the nation they serve, was succeeded 
by that of Louis Philippe the new French King. 

Lord Palmerston heartilv endorsed the recognition 
freely accorded by Lord Aberdeen to the Orleans dynasty, 
and extended a confidence fully as ready to the ministers 
who served the citizen king. But the disposition to 
return such recognition by non-interference , whenever 
English interests w'ere attacked clearly did not come 
within the programme chosen by Louis Philippe. 
Either the well-known desire for glory and prestige 
which animated France carrie the King aw’ay in 
its wake, or the ministers employed by the French 
Government misunderstood Lord Palmerston’s plain- 
spoken mode of action. Whether it was the question of 
Belgian independence, Egypt, or the Spanish marriages, 
differences of a pronounced character existed between 
Iiouis Philippe’s agents and Lord Palmerston, and yet 
on all these subjects English diplomacy prevailed.. , 

' Belgium ■^as separated from Holland in 1833 without 
Flench intervention being prolonged beyond the time 
necessary for the purpose of driving the Dutch out. 'Not- 
withstanding that w’hen the irruptiop of the French into 
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* Belgium toot j^lace* military feeling was sucli that, on 

crossiiig the plain of Waterloo, th^ Belgian lion was 
mutilated* by tns'angfy soldiery, who turned to revenge 
that fatal day. • 

• ^ Without giving in an inch, however, thn evacuation 
of Belgium by France was brought about peacefully. 
The fortresses were either destroyed or. left to the new 
King Leopold's bauds, and French domination in the 
Low Countries secured against by a combination of the 
Powers agreeing to guarantee Belgian independence. 

All this was Lord Palmerston’s work, effected in 
opposjtiou to Sebastiani of Turkish ftime in 1806, 
Thiers, Talleyrand, and, by no means least, the astute 
French King himself. 

The same result, however, was apparent in the 
Peninsulfi, where the advocates of irresponsible rule 
succumbecl to those of Parliamentary responsibility. 

Isabella of Spain .and llaria ©f Poi'tugal ultimately 
held their throne on the faith of British promises to 
uphold such means of Government in opposition to the 
claims of Don Carlos and Don Miguel, who clung to a 
system of personal and irresponsible despotism. This, 
again, was clenched by a well-timed quadruple treaty of 
Lord Palmerston’s,^ dated April 22nd, 1834, which 
engaged France, England, Spain, and Portugal to uphold 
the Constitutional cause in the Peninsula. 

, At Constantinople matters were not either so easily or 
so satisfactorily arranged. As we have Ijetbre shown, 
Turkey was reduced by the Treaty of Adrianople’to 
practical subservience to her hereditary Muscovite foe. 
Mehemet Ah, the, clever Egyptian Pasha, had long 
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known this, and under the guise of 1ihro)ving off such 

yoke, seized Egypt {,and marched on Constantinople. 
Saltan Mahmflud instantly applied to Gr^kt Britain for • 
aid. He c«nceived that the Greek Question setded, 
the naturally 'tendency of England would lead her to , 
protect Constantinople, when a possible change of owners 
was on»the tapis. . 

Moreover, to the Sultan, his Russian subserviency had 
from the first been hateful. The British Government 

e * 

replied, through Lord Palmerston, that they declined to 
interfere, on the ground of an insufficiency of war-ships. 
We know, thrcmgh the correspondence since ipade 
public, that this decision was' taken by the Liberal 
cabinet in the teeth of Lord Palmerston’s counsel, and 
but that by his own decided measures he afterwards 
counteracted the evil etfects of this deplorable decision, 
the name of Palmerston, as connected with Liberalism, 
would not have • deses-ved the ^.'ell-merited praise 
conceded by all who have studied the matter. 

It is strange at this distance of time to contemplate 
Lord Palmerston gibbeted by politicians of a certain 
# school as a friend of Russian schemes against England. 
But that such a feeling existed the literature of the day 
will show. Not only by the extreme men of the 
Urquhart persuasion was such a belief avowed, but it 
found a more modified echo in the sober pages edited 
by the refined and eloquent Croker.* When, hdWeyer^ 
speaking of My. Urquharl as advanced in opinion at the 
time* he lived, we bjr no means desire to affirm that his 


* Quarterly Beview, 
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prognostications ^s fo Russian aggression in thS East 
have been faleified. On the contrary, ^,hey have one and 
all* received a luifilmeht such as to render ttie original 
utterances almost prophetic. At the same time we by 
•no means desire to endorse Mr. trrquh£a’t>’s charges 
against Jjord Palmerston, notwithstanding that the 
Whigs hesitated to j^rotect Constantinople in 1833. 
Whether the desire to please the newly-elected Reform 
Parliament was, as the Duke ,of Wellington had 
feared, uppermost in ministerial minds, or whether 
the shadow of an unsettled controversy about the 
Low Countries and consequent possible war with 
France, oppressed Lord Grey’s Cabinet, we know not. 
The sequel, however, is but too deplorable. Turkey was 
deliberately abandoned to the protection of Russia, who 
there and ^leu sent troops to the Sultan’s aid. 

The Treaty Uniar Skalessi, in July 1833, foiled 
Mehemet All’s designs on Constantinople for a time, 
but it granted all that Nicholas could desire, and left 
the Egyptian Pacha supreme in Syria. The claims 
alleged to have been conferred at Kainardji in 1774 
were thus ratified and confirmed in 1833. 

Sirange, indeed, does it seem that the statesman 
% • 
who, in 1809, sent Sir John Duckworth to force the 

Dardanelles* when foreign influence threatened to 

become supreme at Constantinople, should have suc- 

.cumhed without protest when, as g. powerful minister, 

he allowed Lord Palmerston’s advice to bg 'overruled 

,and his country’s influence suppressed. • 


* Lord Grey. 
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But when this crisis recurred in 1839 and 1840 Lord’ 
Palmerston arose in all his strength, and bj diplomatic 
fence and skill unsurpassed in our annals, as likewi^ 
by courage unbounded alike by its bold face shown to 
opposition ai home and intrigue "abroad, rallied England,* 
Austria, Eussia, and Prussia in a diplomatic resolve to 
save ‘Turkey from disruption, and at the same time 
checkmate Eussian hopes of reigning either in influence 
pr person at Constantinople. Well, indeed, had 
> Mehemet Ali played his desperate game. After over- 
throwing Mahmoud’s armj’ at Xezib in June 1839, he 
had gained by treachery the whole fleet that still 
remained to the Turks. 

The aged Sultan, moreover, lay dead in his palace, 
and confusion reigned at Constantinople. 

The moment was unexampled, and may, .we hope, 
never be seen again. Once more was opposition extant 
in the Whig cabinet, but a threat* of immediate resig- 
nation brought the waverers to due appreciation of the 
crisis, and for the first time Palmerston stood between 
Turkey and destruction. 

Such was the individual who, from that moment, 
concentrated the hatred of French statesmen upon ‘his 
devoted head ; likewise incurring the jealousy of other 
foreigners, who knew what great interests he had 
protected for England. 

France and her astute minister Thiers had- been 
checkmatell, t even when the finesse and power of a 
Guizot had been brought up in reserve. 

Neither of these statesmen could beheve that Europe 
really meant to act independently of, France, and when, 
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instead of securing the desired i)reponderance of in- 
fluence in Eg;^t, they saw their pujiget, Mehemet Ali, 
di-iven from the eeaboard hy our fleets under Sir Charle^ 
Napier in 1840, and finally forced to ^abandon "Syria alto- 
‘gether, the fiasco hecaifie more proclaime'H,* and French 
exaspetation increased in proportion. The episode of the 
Spanish marriages may have been a consequence of this 
feeling. There, again, the two ccumtries were led to the 
verge of war, which, if averted, led to the ultimate fall 
of Louis Philippe, even if Palmerston was for once 
overreached by the disingenuity of Guizot.* 

Mosal support was wanting most in 1848 -when it was 
to a degree withheld by England, and the Orleans dynasty 
exi)ircd unregretted by the ruling powers of Europe. 

During all these discussions, Lord Palmerston always 
spoke oui plainly, and when apparently nearest to war 
never relaxed an attitude deliberately assumed. The 
result was creditable to his^foresi^it, as* it was generally 
advantageous to his country. 

The recital of the latter events has purposely been 
somewhat contracted, because the chronological limit 
of these pages has been more than attained, whilst 
for the^ same reason it passes lightly over an in- 
terregnum of five jnonths, which occurred between 
N6vember 1834 and March 1835, when the Duke of 
Wellington was at the Foreign Office, allusion to 
which has previously been made under Lord Aberdeen’s 
biography. • 


* Louis Philippe had previously denied his object to Lord 
Aberdeen. ^ • 



318 FOREIGN SECRETARIES OF THE XIX< CENTURY. 

There remains but the summary of chat completion 
of Lord •Palmerstoii’s career so familiar to most of us. 

We see him the constant friend of Italy, even if, in 
1859-60, ihe Emperor Napoleon succeeded in stealing a 
diplomatic march and annexing Savoy to France. We 
follow him through various phases of his career, through 
exciting scenes caused by sympathy with Hungary in 
1848, when, although* revolution threatened to become 
•general on the Continent, Palmerston supported the 
Sultan in his gallant resolve to succour the Hungarian 
refugees. 

We read of him in 1850 speaking in stern terms of 
rebuke to ^that regenerated Greece, which had been 
constructed with the minister’s full and generous 
approval. 

W'e find him, on that occasion, urging the j.’ist claims 
of an obscure individual, Don Pacifico, who, as a 
British subject, was entitled to all tlie protection such 
a privilege could give. Then, indeed, did he nobly 
assert himself before England and the world, when, in 
the House of Commons, he succeeded in beating off the 
formidable attack directed against him. 

We meet with Palmerston again, the backbone of 
British counsel during the Crimean war — the designer 
of the fell, if somewhat protracted stroke which, in 
sinking Nicholas’s fleet and maiming his great fortress, 
nq^de the subsequent 'Turkish efforts at Plevna p6ssible 
to the beUigterent who held command of the Black Sea. 

* I 860 . Sir Robert Peel on tins occasion declared, “We ai’e 
all prondtOf him,” “ 
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Gradually, then, do we learn to look upon him as the 
Prime, Minister of our own times— teometimea subject, 
Aay be, to Parkamentary checks, sometimes even mis- 
taken* in his judgment, but ever, as. Lord Jolin Russell 
*aaid of him, the ministeV of England. 

The*foitifications of Portsmouth, Plymouth, Chatham 
and Cork we owe to his prescience in 1860, and if towards 
the (dose of his career cabinet opposition to his policy 
anent Denmark led in 1864 to the initiation of an era 
neither peaceful nor in accordance with international 
law, there was nothing left undone in the right direction 
which,the efforts of one man could effect.* 

On the other hand we find him in 1862 representing 
national feeling in the Trent affair, where the pro- 
vocation had been exceeding great, or such general 
indiguati«n could never have arisen against those towards 
whom as agnation we are so generally predisposed. 

Modem history telfs us Aow the temjler and firmness 
of Government was seconded by a tact in high places 
which led to the building of a golden bridge, over 
which those who had wronged us could honourably 
retire. 

• ’"^uch is the outline of a career which, with some 
inconsistencies but few exaggerations, passes for a type 
of ‘British rule in the decade of the nineteenth century. 

On the whole, it may be allowed to deserve the 
coBaplim&t , paid by Mr. Disraeli when, leading the 
Opposition in 1861, he offered a general ^Conservative 


* liord Bussell su|)|)orted his chief manfully on this occasion, 
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sup})ort to the minister’s foreign policy, thereby throwing 
a phalanx of 300 V'*)tcs on the national side. ' 

Leaning to his natural predilections, it was in Palmer- 
ston’s pou'er to become equall}’ powerful witli Pitt. 

As aii orator Palmerston has never attained the 
highest reputation, but the atithor, speaking from a 
Strangers’ Gallery poin+^^ of view, cannot forget the 
simple, matter-of-fact mode of expression, not one word 
of which was lost to ail attentive listener in the remotest 
corner of the House. 

Adopting the conversational tone as basis of his 
speaking, it was at least perfectly clear wliat the orator 
desired. More than once, however, he seems to have risen 
to a great occasion, and in the famous debate on foreign 
affixirs in 1829, delivered himself of the following whilst 
engaged in criticism of Lord Aberdeen’s adm’nistration 
of the Foreign Office. 

Without for A moment endorsing the description of 
sentiments attributed to his Tory op])oncnts as correct, 
we subjoin an extract worthy of Brougham or Canning 
at their best. 

Speaking of two opposing policies, he declares for his 
own desir-e to bear stvay in Europe througli public 
opinion rather than physieg,! control. Mind, he con- 
tended, must become supreme. 

“ Look at one of those floating fortresses which bear 
tq the farthest regions of the globe the prowe^ and 
glory of England. See a puny insect at the helm, 
commanding the jvinds of heaven and the waves of 
ocean, and enslaving even the laws of nature. And 
yet the merest breath of those winds which he has 
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* yoked to his seisvice, the merest drop of that fathomless 

abyss whioh he has made his footstool, would, if 

* * * • * • • 

ignorantly encountered, be more than enough for his 

destrifbtion, but the powers of mind have ’triumphed 

* "and the subjugated elements become ohedienf vassals. 
And s» it is with empires. Those, statesmen w'ho know 
how to avail themselves of the passions, interests, and 
opinions of mankind are able te gain an ascendancy 
over human affairs far out of piDportion to the powei> 
and resources of the state over which they preside ; 
while those, on the other hand, who seek to. check 
improYement and crush opinion, and to prohibit the 
human race from thinking, will find their weapon, how- 
ever strong, break in their hand when they most need 
its protection.” 

Lord Palmerston had not allowed for the prevalence 
of an unquiet spirit throughout Europe, consequent on 
tl'.e fact that so many*o; th.* maltf popiAation had been 
framed to arms. Fourteen years of peace had not been 
puiiicient to allay the Impes of adventurous spirits, 
who had everything to gain from war and disorder. 
When Lord Palmerston ruled over the Foreign Office 
tirx.e was on his side, and the more liberal tone given 
to our dealings with qther states finds ample justification 
without charging Lord Aberdeen and the Duke of 
Wellington with pursuing a policy contrary to the 
, dictates^ of justice and freedom. • “ 

But the peroration above quoted was much applauded, 
,and for effect was only surpassed ,by the minister’s 
famofls justification of his conduct as regards Greece 
and Don Pacifico. • 


II. 


••21 



322 FOREIGN SECRBffARIES OF THE EIXt^CENTiURY# 

Then, as an eye-witness told the* writer7 the success * 
from an prator’s point of view was very great, although 
Lord Palmerston’s courage in the face qjf so redoubtable 
a combination against him, moved the Hoifte of 
Commorft witfi admiration for Qualities it proverbially* * 
cherishes. * , • 

As* an old man the affection of Englishmen for their 
minister was very general. Amongst the boys of 
Harrow — which as. a* reflection of the big world is 
worth observing — he was simply^ worshipped. 

Well can we remember the occasion mentioned by 
Mr. Evelyn Ashley iq 1861, when, in laying tlm first 
stone of tlje Vaughan Library,, he alluded proudly to 
the five old Harrovian Prime Ministers of the century, 
Perceval, G-oderich, Peel, Aberdeeen . He, how- 

ever, mentioned but these four, and left ^lie young 
Harrovians to supply the vacant name, which they did 
amidst general enthusiasm. * • 

Lore Palmerston was wont to tell how that he once 
got into a scrape for throwing stones at Harrow, a 
form of indiscipline frequently indulged in from the 
tempting shape of the round stones there abounding. 

People. who know the road between Park Lane j»d- 
High Street, Harrow, will marvel, at the vigour of the 
octogenarian, who, as Mr. Ashley tells us, trotted it 
within the hour, a visit on horseback to his old school 
being the form of distraction that the aged ntatpsipan , 
most delighted in. 

Inquiry has elicited instance after instance of Lord ^ 
Palmerston’s kindness of heart, but * space will * only 
allow recital of one or two. Whe» the present Lord 
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Malmesbury had met with an accident in Germany, 
Lord f^almerston, then.^in advanced ‘.life, leaped into his 
Saddle and roJe*from*Broadlands to Heron ^ourt, there 
to leafn from the father how his injured son f)rogressed, 
•g,nd returning the sam*e day, traversed fifty ‘miles on 
horseback. , 

His last visit was one of kindness, being to the 
parsonage at Brocket to jjersonally carry thither some 
game for Mrs. Locock the clergyman’s wife. 

The life in Hertfordshire seems to have gathered 
around it all the delights of an English home. The 
hospi^ble parties were famous ^or the* old-fashioned 
etiquette, through which- Lady Palmerston and her distin- 
guished husband never broke, and it is worthy of remark 
that they always led the way, arm in arm, into dinner. 

But the time came when failing nature asserted 
natural sway over constitution and courage such as man 
is seldom endowed with. The trial df strength which 
the great statesman was seen to make when he 
leaped over the rails outside his house was of itself a 
forerunner of the inevitable end. He doubted and 
questioned his powers. 

* The last time he came to Brocket, by a freak of 
fortune Lord and Lady Palmerston chose the rooms 
for occupation in which Lord Melbourne breathed 
^his last, and it was in those very apartments that old 
agakilleJ Ljrd Palmerston. • • 

As Fox and Canning had died under ona roof, and in 
the same room, so did those two coqrtly interpreters of 
the people’s verdict, as given in 1832 , sink to an 
honoured rest undtir. precisely similar conditions. 

2i * 
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Absolute failure of natural vigour does not appear 
to have preceded. the Prime Minister’s death.. A cold 
caught during a drive was the immediate cause oT 
a loss which othertvise might not have occurred for 
years. But the aged statesman* died^in harness, and* 
general desire led* to ihe public funeral in Westrfiinster 
Abbey, where, clftse to Pitt, Canning, and Castlereagh, 
he rests. • 

• It may be consolator}’ to those who hemoan the 
* raging party spirit of later times to know that, not- 
withstanding all the tact of the popular Premier, it 
ran nearly as strong in»Lord Palmerston’s day — tlie fact 
being, that such rivalry is inseparable from our form of 
Government. Without it the machinery would not work. 

Mr. Cobden, for instance, never could be brought 
effectively into action unless his combative nature was 
sufficiently aroused on behalf of a principle, und, there 
fore, of the party actin'^ and thinkifig wdth him. 

At the same time, nothing is more certain than that 
political language is apt to be exaggerated, and corre- 
spondingly ephemeral in its influence. Who believes 
in their heart, for instance, that the Queen’s ministeis are 
the base-minded individuals that party papers rnaKB’* 
them out to be before a general election ? 

It is worth while noting this, inasmuch as the cdn- 
sequence is a future popularity for the minister amongst 
political opponents, ^mething in common, wit^j* that 
expressed by Jboys for their master after they are out of 
pupil-room and its, discipline. Thus it comes to pass , 
that when no after-prejudice is left on individual minds 
.the reputation of a statesman such as’ralmorston grows 
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greater as time flies by. In the case’of another great 
minister J^Jaord Castleceagh) a groundless prejudice has 
poisoned the wqJI of liistoric truth. * 

So*adapted, however, to the peculiar circufnstances in 
*}vhich they acted \vere these two illustrious*niini»ters, that 
a Pariiamentary supporter of Cg^stlereagh has related 
W'ith pride to the author how he could always trtist in 
the leadership of unerring tact and discrimination. 

This same individual was, however, found in latey 
years a colleague of that gtlier great European Augur, • 
whose biography we have essayed to sketch. 

It js not generally known thaj in 1818 when Under- 
secretary for War, Lord Palmerston narrowly escaped 
assassination of a similar description to that which 
ended Perceval’s career. 

A mas. o£ the name of Davis, who had been an 
officer in Spain, met him on the staircase of the War 
Office, and when quite close t(? him* fired. The ball 
penetrated his coat and waistcoat about the middle of 
his spine and glanced off. The minister displayed the 
greatest sangfroid, and although naturally affected by 
the shock of such an event, calmly gave his reason for 
not granting a required interview to the. would-be 
assassin, whom he knew to be mad. How Palmerston 
escaped with a mere contusion we are left to surmise 
for ourselves, but the ball was found on the staircase, 

pr»ba]|^ly* tijmed in its course* some part of the 

• • • 

wearer’s apparel. • 


* Lord Malmesbury’s Letters, second series, book ii. p^. 
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Sir Henry Holland has left on record tis observations 
on Lord Palmerston’s extraordinary, power* 9f hearing 
pain, during which he would accomplish *vork when other 
men would have been sent howling to their couches. 
His philt)sophical watchfulness ' for ajjv trace of decay 
in his own vigour is not less remarkable. 

Sir Henry Holland has also attested to the buoyancy and 
vivacity o'" spirits whicji carried Lord Palmerston through 
labours and anxieties Calculated to overwhelm an ordinary 
• man, and, indeed, the cartoons of Punch, representing 
him with a sprig in his mouth, illustrate the light-hearted 
nonchalance ^Hiich served him so well. Such natural 
advantages, were, however, powerfully aided by* the 
untiring exertions of a wife who fully understood the 
value of social amenities in matters politic. 

Herself the sister of the popular Premier and astute 
man of the world. Lord Melbourne, she united to his 
well-known gifts 'the merit of womanly devotion to her 
husband’s interests. How many times moderate Whigs 
or Conservatives have been led to stay their hands 
through the influence of Cambridge House hospitalities 
we shall probably never know, but it is certain that to 
the close .of Lord Palmerston’s life he represented'^* 
spirit of compromise in political matters w'hich for the 
nonce satisfied moderate men, whilst the Prime Minister’s 
own conspicuous honesty and love of genuine freedom, 


attached the more Libecal section of the nation . to «his 
« * < 
person. i 

Lord Palmerstop’s presence in the more popular party 
proved a valuable check on extreme legislation which 
, reappears from time to time, either fUlider the name of 
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Wliiggism or •other Conservative influence. It will, 
indeed, ^ bad day Jibr England Tihen class _is so set 
against class, that the Liberal families no longer cleavb 
to thmr traditional side in politics. • •• 

*. At present they give’security, by their presence in the 
Goveftiment, not only for the safety of property at home, 
but again and again have interfered to sustain the 
continuity of our policy abroad. , 

Civil and religious liberty they* know to be essentially 
hound up with Great Britain’s prosperity — their own. 
stake in the country being of itself sufficient guarantee 
agaiiist continuous class legislatign. 

England is, moreover, indebted for Lord Palmerston’s 
endorsement of the national interests surrounding Herat 
and Afghanistan, which Moltke has since declared to 
be the giacis of the fortress of Hindostan. 

Despite* differences of degree, and as to the expe- 
dience of cei’tain measures, the* vitaKty of the points 
mentioned is never called in question. 

Finally, notwithstanding all his differences with 
Sebastiani, Talleyrand, Thiers, and Guizot, Lord 
Palmerston seized the opportunity afforded by Napo- 
leon III. for the eradication of the old antagonistic 
feelings between England and France. 

* Its total and apparently permanent disappearance has 
outlived the dynasty which owed the reparation and 
made^t^mth dignity and frankness. 

Humanity has been the gainer by tjie statesm*an- 
like address of Palmerston in this, matter. He never 
hesitated, andf incurred some . obloquy and much 
misreprcsentatioil in carrying out this great change of 
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opinion, in susttiining which Her Majesty the Queen 
and the late Prince ‘Albert bore io prominent* eij part. 

• Lord Palmerston was in high office, and latterly 
Prime Minister, during the period that England *made 
the greatest* s'tride towards prdsperit^. The full ad»‘ 
vantages of free tiTide^ combined with fresh discovAies of 
gold, •SN'ere beginning to be apparent, and between 1845 
and 1865 imports fronj all parts of the world increased, 
in round numbers, from 85 millions to 271 millions per 
.annum. The domestic comfprt of the peop’ • seems to 
have advanced in a like ratio, and wages to have risen as 
food became cheaper. 

This improvement, moreovei», not only contiiiues, 
but is such that, notwithstanding the growing i)opu- 
lations of our large towns, and occasional hard times, 
there is reason for greater contentment -tbax at any 
period of our history. ^ • 

But comparatite luxury begets *a deai.e for the io 
fluence and importance which belong to higL’cr 

in society than their neighbours, and special can ^ os r.re 
not wanting to influence differences which ar.' , in 
truth, very small, and disappear, in company ndth fdhor 
prejudices, .when boldly looked in the face. ^ 

The object of all government should be to promote 
the happiness and safety of the greater number of the 
governed. 

And it is impossible, under present circumsf-^cejj'-fclsat 
this object cap be attained without the co-operation of 
the nation itself. 

Lord Palmerston, wisely or unwisely, as people may 
think, looked with disfavour on the odnstant expansion 
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of the electoral* franchise, which has llfecome a feature 
in ouj; scii£*ne of doro^tic policy. ^But he possessed, 
at the same tiDge, the broadest Liberal sympathies oh 
behalf of the people themselves. ‘His famtms protest 
‘against iron hurdles in the London parks was given with 
the trtie liberty-loving ring about .it, when ne told the 
late Sir Benjamin Hall they must comn dm^Ti, aifd the 
jieoide be allowed to enjoy thejnselvcs on the grass 
at will. * • . . 

Since the day when that, letter w'as written a scheme* 
jf education ’has been adopted by Parliament, which 
must.undoabiedly bear fruit witlyn a very few years. 

The advance in intelligence w'ill then be great on the 
part of poorer and uninfluential people, and it mil be for 
ou)' r’lling classes to justify and retain the power which, 
cn the wJiola, they may be said to exercise for good of 
(, u’.iim»nwealth.^ But influence, based on superior 
I'O'/wlcdge and inteiligence, caa alohe render such a 
coocinmihition )>ossible. Rank and wealth have ruled 
ih. ' wealth shares now with rank and know- 

ie.h;’ that pie-eminence w-hich w'ill surely one day 
?' :• ;i mental culture supreme. 

So attached at heart is, however, as we believe, the 
English nation to its traditions and institutions, that 
nd great domestic change will ever come upon us, 
except by constitutional means. 

tTioijsands amongst us take a keen interest 
in public events as they pass, have neithei; care for nor 
knowledge of those politics of the ^ast that make up 
history. 

If, therefore, libtvly enfranchised Englishmen are to^ 
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be fitted for theiJ electoral duties, and made conversant 
with the nature ar^d? properties ofiinstitutious'’ threatened 
6y designing agitators, it must be partly by means o*f 
history, pMced before them in plain and simple form. 

It can* be’ thus clearly shown’ how tl;g wisdom of our’ 
ancestors has provided many priceless institutions "U’hich, 
according to the Inodern political rule of thumb, are out 
of date, and consequently worthless. 

. Look, one would * say to honest-minded people 
• thus reasoning, look into tjie records of the past, and 
there learn that in a vast majority of insfances a good 
and substantia! cause enlists for that, the utility of which 
you doubt, and ninety- nine times out of a hundred it 
will be found to be one you yourself adjudge whole- 
some and helpful to the furtherance of true liberty and 
happiness amongst us. • • 

If not, and you remain dissatisfied, by ’all means 
give that intelligdht vote against ite continuance which 
is respected by opponents and friends alike. 

But let us not, whatever w'e do, act in the dark, or 
be moved by passion and restless prejudice to overthrow 
the Constitution, which has hitherto rendered our liberty 
secure. 

% 

It is believing that, by awaking. a personal interest 
in the lives and characters of our rulers, many may be 
led to pursue the subject through some at least of its 
simpler phases, that thi» work has been written^ 

So much, then, for the domestic happiness of our 
thirty-four millions.. 

There remains the safety of the Stale as a whole, 
which, as specially bearing on our silbject, deserves a 
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few parking words. It would be vain fb deny that there 
are clpucls ’on the horJion of a futttrg which, jf subject 
Co sudden dispersion, require both the attention of our 
ruler^ and the co-operation of the* governed* to enable 
‘*jis to w'eather what mi^ht shortly prove to'be’a time of 
temp^t and disturbance. 

The causes of such forecast being made by thoifghtful 
men are not entirely hid from tha common inquirer. 

Several of the most commonplace truisms may he 
adduced, practical realisation of the results of which* 
would lead to grave embarrasment, and the excuse 
urged for their partial nientiou here must consist in 
the importance of the issue at stake. Otherwise, as we 
are aware, they are but commonplace to those who think 
or read. 

So early .as the year 1815 we find Lord Grenville 
reminding. Parliament that the time would shortly 
arrive w^hen England must -be •unable to supply her 
population with food. The hour has long since struck, 
and but for free trade and its beneficent influence on 
wages and cheap food, it is impossible that we could 
'have conserved our strength. If not weakened by 
inevitable internal dissensions, the drain of wholesale 
immigration would have so reduced the population that 
w6 should have fallen an easy prey to the commercial 
^ competition around us. 

we , are told that the •day of universal peace 

* A • 

and goodwill is about to dawn on e%rth — the day 
when other nations will be contept to grant us the 
share of the 'world’s good things "we now enjoy, 
whilst we shall ‘be contented to let America gro^ 
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rich by supplyirfg us with com, ailowiug Continental 
nations to settle thfir own disputes, .whilst -pjckhig up 
such crumbs of commercial advantage {\s their position 
and mean^*may allo^v. 

In the* first place, according fo the latest information' 
from America, such .is the influx of emigration- from 
Germ'kny, Ireland, and elsewhere, that it is by no means 
certain that we can dQ{)end on the present overflowing 
supply of corn being ‘indefinitely continued ; and this, 
•moreover, at a moment wl^pn the Continental supply 
has proved itself uncertain, Avheat being positively 
exported from ‘Great Bi’itain to Russia in October d.880, 
and when the United States tlmeatens a renewed pro- 
tectionist policy. 

More tracts of arable land must, anyhow, be opened 
up than at present, if the fertility of the West is to be 
permanently depended on. ^ • 

In Europe, m'oreovfcr, ‘England* may any day find 
herself face to face with difficulties, in the settlement of 
which she is bound to take part, or run the risk of 
finding a coalition arrayed against her. 

Lord Palmerston’s letters should be carefully studied 
for the purpose of learning how rational are such fears," 
provided due caution be not observed, and an unflinching 
determination opposed to every lawless attempt to over- 
ride treaties or create confusion. 

There is a class ki ^-England who could, inmqecsely 
influence tto^ around them — those who not only have 
received competent education, but have the requisite 
leisure in which they could instruct their countrymen. 

The nlain truths of our nosition iu* the world should 
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be plac'fed before all, and told in alfe few words as 
possible. , • . •. * 

* Men shoul(f ]j:now*tliat if a naval combination toot 
place •against Great Britain, the -hostile flnets must 
* ’either be driven from their attempted blockade or the 
natioif must surrender. 

They should learn that it is just as physically im- 
possible for England to step aside from all Continental 
alliances and complications, and take up the second; 
rate position some would be content to claim for her, • 
as it originally would have been to sustain the Corn 
Laws, amidst a fast-increasing pQpulation* stimulated in 
its growth by the development of railways and the 
concomitant increase of trade ; * trade, however, which 


The wowis of the aged Lord Lyndhurst^ spoken in July 1859, 
illustrate most fi^ly oiui meaiiing. li truerthcn they arc surely 
so now : — 

“ It will be necessary for our defence that we should have a 
military force sufficient to cope with any Power or combination of 
Powers that may be brought against us. The question of the 
money expense sinks into insignificance. It is the price we must 
pay for our insurance, and it is but a moderate price for so 
important^an insurance. 

“ I know that there ,are* persons who will say, Let us run the 
risk. Be it so. But, my Lords, if the calamity should come, 
if the conflagration should take place, wliat words can describe the 
•extent of ^he calamity, or what imagination can paint the over- 
wh(Sffii»g rujft that would fall upon us*? • I shall be told, perhaps, 
that these are the timid counsels of old age. For myself I run* no 
risk. Personally I have nothing to fear. But to point out possible 
peril* and bow to .guard effectively against* it, ^ that is surely to be 
considered, not as timidity, but as the dictates of wisdom and 
prudence, 
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as Lord Dudley* pointed out in 1825, received a potent 
impulse from the discovery of precious metals,, and gold 
ih particular*. 

With SH^ abnegation of position and responsibility 
must ensv.e d ^otal disregard foi the balance of power 
abroad, neglect of which exj)erience has shown -to he 
fatal to the independence of nations. 

As such in selfish isolation we must, therefore, 
suffer national, and, so far as the tradesmen of the 
. countiy are concerned, individual ruin. 

So should W’e strive to place within easy reach of 
every' average' Englishman short and succinct records 
of the careers of such men as Pitt, Wellington, Grey, 
Fox, Liverpool, Wellesley, Canning, Castlereagh, 
Russell, and Palmerston, so that their various ends 
and aims should be shown to have been based on no 
class prejudice of any description, but on a simple 
desire for the c»mmoci weal. Not that we for one 
instant desire to exalt the past at the expense of the 
present. There is reason to believe our rulers, from 
whichever party they may be drawn, are aware of the 
necessity which exists for keeping up both army and 


“ I shall terminate, my Lords,* in two emphatic words, 
victis” 

It may be well, moreover, to supplement these weighty words 
with those of Lord Macaulay, apoken in 1852, when Mr^ Joseph Hv.me 
had been talking to him about the necessity of a union" of Liberals. 
“ On most matters,” said Lord Macaulay, “ it would be easy to 
come to a compromise, but upon the vital question of national 
defence he feared there was an iiTeconcileable difference between 
them.” Mr. Hume made no answer. 
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’ navy to'the requisite pitch. It is refroshing, iadeed, to 
reflect thai; subject to 'professional .criticism in matters 
(jf detail, both the spirit and design of Mr. Childer^ 
and Mr. Trevelyan’s statements whilst intr-jducing the 
’•Army and Navy Estimates in March ISlil, h,ave been 
adjudged to be of the character needed for the occa- 
sion by all men of unbiassed minds. , In fact, despite 
ominous threatenings, we are not to do penance for 
the glories of Trafalgar or the Peninsula. To strengthen 
the healthy current of public opinion which thus keeps . 
both army and navy out of a party sphere, should, 
therefore, be the aim of those amongst ns who regret 
a ceiatain divergence in ^he'tenour of our Foreign Policy, 
which* from time to time threatens England, such as 
we fear, moreover, is more or less unavoidable — un- 
avoidable^ th^t is, during wdiat we hope and believe to be 
merely an interregnum, until it be possible to appeal to 
an instructed constiliiency,, such ^s history tells us will 
at all cost support both the honour and preserve the 
influence of its country. Meanwhile, the acerbity of 
feeling in public matters should be calmed by mutual 
forbearance, and allowed to subside with the least 
possible irritation. 

A compact and enthusiastic minority, banded together 
to .sustain a great principle, or, may be, safeguard a 
national interest, should not believe the cause they 
represent-io be lost, because for t}ie, moment events look 
askance oii their desires. 

The spirit they have helped to preserve amongst lis 
may- yet ward off many a danger, forming a nucleus 
around which the great national party of the future may 
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rally. Above al>, we should cleave to the prinaples of 
1688, striving to kjep intact th^Constitutio.nal liberties 
then conferred on Englishmen. 

Much ttmt w’e, as individuals, prize, may Ife un- 
willingly, sufrendered, but if taken from us by Con- 
stitutional means* we, should spare vain regrets, and 
study* to instruct others of the value that belongs to 
institutions and habits, not yet called in question. 

So shall the England of future times be distinguished 
• alike for its inclejiendence and prosperity, propped up 
by the wisdom of generations yet unborfi, who, Avhilst 

holding trustffllly to the framework of the old Con- 

% 

stitution, w,ill not hesitate to amend it as times and 
circumstances may require. 
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181. 

His remarkable foresigh#, i. 
30. 

His oratorical power, i. 152n. 
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Pox, Cllinies Jaiwes — cant. 

His coalitions with^ anta- ; 
goni9ti(%)artyl(^ders,i. 151. | 

Join^j with Pitt in overthrow- j 
iiig Mr. AdHiiigton’s Go- I 
v^rnment, i. 65. 

Arouses hopes in Opposition i 
which as a Miinister he dare i 
ftot fulfil, i. 160. 

His ministerial conduct and | 
that in Opposition inconsis- i 
tent, i. 119. | 

Consents to the postponement I 
of Catholic emancipation, ■ 
i. 155. ! 

The principles of his foreigft j 
policy, i. 156. • : 

Deprecates interference with j 
^France, i. 11. • I 

Iftforms Talleyrand o^‘ the 
. design to assassinate Napo- 
leon, i. 157. 

Listons to Talle;yTand s terms 
of peace, i. 158. 

His suppoA of Russia, i. 151, 
159. , 

His reprobation of «the Prus- 
sian scizuri of Holland, •i. 

162. 

His failure to arrange a peace 
witli Franco, the bust justi- 
fication of the war, i. 165. 

His useful domestic policy, i. 
167. 

His condemnation of radical 
reforms, i. 177. 

Carries a resolution in* both 
Houses against slavery, 

* 170. 

Objects to undertake paying 
the National Debt, i. 205n, j 

ili^ erromeous aspersion of | 
EnglfiTnd’s conduct towards 
Ireland, ii. 81. 

His literary pursuits, i. 174. 

Mis history %{ James II.’s 
reign, i. 174, 176. 

His declining health) i. 170. ; 


Fox, Cliai^^cs James— conf. 

Awakens to the real character 
o^tNapoleon, i.. 183. 

His death, i. l85. * 

His injurious example in 
fo4-eign Qplitfc's, ii. 265. 

France, the stjfte of, at the end 
of 18th century, i. 8, 9. 

European coalition against, 
i. 11., 

Fox deprecates interference 
, with, i. 11. 

^Jr. Plunkett’s speech against, 
in 1799, i. 12n. 

Collapse of the first coalition 
against, i. 17. 

Naval successes against, i. 18. * 

Lord Gr^ftville “offers peace 

• to, in 1795. i. 19. 

Lord Grenville despairs of 
subduing, 1801, i. 81. 

Effect of American indepen- 
dence on, i. 46. 

Compromises with England, 
1801, i. 51. 

Annexes Holland, ii. 21. 

Proposal to bribe corn-tiers of, 
i. 5^. 

Collapse of peace negociations 
with, ill 1806, i. 162. 

Gains influence over Turkey, 
i. 191. 

Prussia declares war against, 
i. 197. 

Grows weary of success, 1807, 
i. 268. 

Austria declares war against, 
in 1809, i. 270. 

Illustration of constitutional 
government in, ii. 160. 

Invades Spain in 1823, ii. 193. 

• Ctits the knot of Greek diffi- 
culties, in 1828, ii. 27^. 

Second revolution in, ii. 311. 

Invades Spain in 1828, ii. 
203. • 

Assists Belgium in 1833, ii, 

812 . 
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France — cont. 

Undue influence of, in Egypt, 
subverted by LorcJ ralmer- 
* ston, ii. 3lt'. 

Dislike of Lord Palmerston, 
ii. 293. . 


Ct. 

■ 

George III., his moral iiiflii^mce 
in an immoral ago, i. 1,4 9;n 
•Abliors the gambling lu-open- 

• sities of Fox, i. 150. 

Opposes Catholic emancipa- 
tion, i. 32, 45. 

His determinatiTiti saves Eng- 
land from ^revolution, i.«47. 

His death, ii. 169. 

George IV., reason for the abuse 
poured upon him, ii. 284. 

His attention to public work, 
ii. 281. 

His warm-hearted friendship, 
ii. 285. 

His death heralds reform, ii. 

281. 

Genoa evacuated by Massena, i. 
28. 

Gospel, Society for the Proj)a- 
gation of the, derives an 
income from slaves, ii. 289. 

Graham, Sir Janies, his testi- 
mony to Lord Casth'reagh’s 
exalted merit, ii. 178?i. 

Graham, Sir Thomas, his excel- 
lent generalship in Holland, 
in 1813, i. 309. 

Grattan, Mr., his dying testi- 
mony to Lord Castlereagh’s 
patriotism, ii. lOin, • • 

Greelv indep(fiidence, loss of life 

• in connectiofi with, ii. 215. 

Greel; protectorate claimed by 
Lussia, ii. 195.« 

Grenville, William Wyndham, 
Jjord, his parentage, i. 1. 


Grenville, Loud — cont, 

His goodness and kindness of 
heart,;. 41. / • » 

His independfmee of cl\aractef 
testified by Lord Malmes- 
bury, i. 29. ^ 

Ifis prescience, i. 30. ^ 

His public • life not incon-* 
sistent, i. 34. • 

Mr. C. D. Yonge’s estimate of 
his character, i. 3. 

Sir J. McIntosh’s opinion of 
him, i. 6. 

Created Under- Secretary to 
the Board of Trade, i. 4. 

• Promoted to Jhe Home Office, 

• i. 4. 

Elevated to the Upper House 
• in 1790, i. 4. 

Lfflixl Liverpool courts* his 
support, i. 5. 

Receives the seals of the 
Foreign Office in 1791, i. 6. 
Successfully resists the designs 
of the Empless Catherine 
on ConstantiiKgJe, i. 7. 
Favojv’s gradual Parliament- 

* ary refori^, i. 15. 

Supports Catholic emacipa- 

tion, i. 32. 

Proposes the abolition of 
slavery, i. 6. 

Proposes liis Alien Bill, i. 11. 
Induces Pitt to arm against 
France, i. 14. 

Refuses to receive M. Chau- 
'velpi as representative of 
the French Republic, i. 14. 
Offers to negotiate with the 
French general on the 
frontier of Holland, i. 16. • 

Offers peace tt France^ in 
1795, i.l7, 19.‘ 

Suggests the desirability of 
securing the return of the 
Bourbons, i. 28. • 

Urges continued resistance to 
Fraught, i. 25. 
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Grenvili^, Lord— 

Desi^mis the second coalition 
a5]^aii\st>FrancGj i. 2g. 

• Despairs of sftbduing France, 

i. 31. • 

AniThunces Mr. Pitt’s resig- 
nation, i. 31. ^ 

• llis breach wth Pitt, i. 32, 

»3. 

Becomes Premier in 1806, i. 6. 
Created Chancellor of Oxford 
University, i\i 1809, i. 37. 
Fiercely assails the Peace of 
Amiens, i. 53. 

Condemns the expedition to 
the Scheldt, i. 208. • 

Criticizes the seizure of«the 
Danish fleet, i. 246, 248. 
OBjects to trade reprisals,* i. 
•257. 

. Opposes Canning’s policy in 
Spain, i. 33. 

Opposed to the Peninsula 
War^ i. 264 ; ii. 18. 
Dish(‘artent)d by the failure of 
Sir Jol^n Moore, i. 35. 

Ilis opinion of military com- 
manders, i.^S5. • 

Favou]-s war after return of 
Napoleon from Elba, i. 36. i 
His support of a strong policy 
in 1814, ii. 116. 

His retirement into private ' 
life, i. 39. 

Opposed to Lord Grey’s Ee- 
form Bill, i. 39. 

Greville,* Mr., his estimate of 
Lord Bathurst’s cliaractef , 

• i. 317-319. 

Grey, Earl. See Ho wick. Lord. ; 
» Guizot, lys visit to Lord Aber- ‘ 
* deen, in. 1858, ii. 805. i 

Gustavus iV. of Sweden, Eng- ; 
land’s ally in 1807, i. 259. i 


H. 

Habeas Corpus Act, suspension 
oi, in 1817, ft! 162. 

Harrowby,Dudiey Kyder, Baron, 
his delicate lie&lth, i. 77. 

Becomes member for Tiverton, 
*i. 78.^ 

Becomes Treasurer* of the 
Navy, i. 79. 

His opinion of Lord Gren- 
* vflle, i. 38. , 

Pitt’s second in his duel witji 
Tierney, i. 79. 

Favours the abolition of 
slavery* n. 81. • 

Labours to establish a coali- 
tion against France, i, 87. 

Desires to resign office through 
an accident, i. 89. 

Eejoins the Cabinet, 'in 1805, 
as Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster, i. 92. 

Failure of his mission to Prus- 
sia, i. 93. 

..•.•^ndeat’ours to improve the 
condition of curates, i. 95. 

His high repute on the Conti- 
nent as a statesman, i. 96. 

Undertakes a mission to Bel- 
gium, in 1815, i. 96. 

Becomes Lord President of 
the Council, 1812, i. 97. 

His reply to the discontented 
mob, i. 98. 

Advocates prudent compro- 
mise in the matter of re- 
form, i. 100. 

Objects to the passing of an 
, ^mdiscussed Eeform Bill, i. 
99. ^ ♦ 

His moderation, i. 102. • 

Kem^rkable instances of his 
skill, V 103. 

Hawkesbury, Lord, his early 
education, i. 48. 
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Hawkosbury, Lord — mmt. 

His contiiiental travels, i. 44. ; 
His power of govcrLyifg men, ; 
• i. 70. ' • i 

His freedom fr*om party spirit, I 
i.71. •• ^ 

Becomes Foreign Secretary, 

i. 48. • 

Advocates the balancg of 
po\^er ill Eiu'ope^ i. 49. ‘ 

Resolves on peace, i. 49. 
Thwarts the French desire to 
possess Malta, i. 52. i 

•Author of the Peace* of | 
. Amiens, i. 58. j 

Dazzles the French \^ith the : 
splendoiu* of the British • 
plenipoi?entiai% at Amiens, 
i. 54. 

Refuses to bribe French coiu*- 
tiers, i. 57. 

His “ Declaration ” with re- 
spect to Malta, i. Gl. 

Raised prematurely to the 
peerage by Mr. Addington, 
i. 64. 

Devises a volunteer force, i. 

68 . • 

His views on Irish social 
questions, i. 72. 

His views on extension of tlie 
fr-anchise, i. 73. 

Removed to the Home Office, 
i. 80. 

Stricken with paralysis, i. 74. 
See also Liverpool, Lord. 
Herries, Right Hon. J, C., his 
disproof of Perceval’s neg- 
lect of Wellington in the 
Peninsula, i. 295n. 

Hofer, the heroic Tyrolese leader, 

i. 298. t • 

Holfknd, foibed by France to 

• open the Sckeldt, i. 11. 
Overrun by France, v 16. 
People rise agains^the French, 

ii. 109. 

British disasters in, i. 44. 


Holland — coni, 

Secretly trades with England, 
i. I26;n / . 

The *EnglisL« support of, inP 
1830, ii. f76. 

Home Office, Lord Gi^nville 
^promoted to, i. 4. 

House of Lord^, its leadership* 
in reforms, i. 163. • 

Constantly inclined to a 
peaceful policy, i. 26. 

Ho wick, Charles Grey, Lord, 
his birth and education, i. 
186. 

Enters Parliament, i. 187. 

• Appointed Foreign Secretary, 

. i. 187. 

His peace policy, i. 188. 

• His partial disregard of pre- 
cedent, ii. 309. • 

His diligent acquisition of 
knowledge, i. 189. 

His advocacy of Parliament- 
ary reform, i. 190. 

His weak aial fneffectual 
policy in Turkey, i. 195. 
Fails iji his Egyptian policy, 

i. f96. . 

Surrenders the settlements in 
Buenos Ayres, i. 196. 

His patriotic action, i. 202. 

His proposals for Catholic 
emancipation, i. 207. 
Condemns the expedition to 
the Scheldt, i. 209. 

Criticises the seizure of the 
•Danish fleet, i. 256. 

Charged with want of zeal in 
support of Wellington,* i. 
209. 

His uncompromisiyg opposi- < 
tion to Lord*Castlereagh’s 
policy, i. 210. * * 

Opposes the Peninsula war, 

ii. 18. 

Advocates 4he abandoimienl 
of the Peninsula after the 
victojjJ’' of Corunna, i. 264. 
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Ho wick , "^ord — con t . 

His eloquence in tlje L 4 )rds, i. 

211. N . , 

^ Disdains demagogic agitation, 

Disapproves the proposal to 
^ swamp the Lords with tiew 
peers, i. 

His* watchfulness over the 
finances, i. 210. 

His unwise desire to retrench 
exi)(*'nditnre during tlie war 
in Spain, i. 217. 

Consistently strives to main- 
tain English supremacy at 
('Onstafjtiiu;ph% i. 219. ^ 

His repugnance to Mr. C5,n- 
i^ing's^ministry, i. 220. 

His speech on the Keforili 
Hill, i. 228^0 

• Lord Bidmou til’s opinion of 
his Eeforni Bill, ii. 280. 

Abolishes the slave trade, i. 

22H. , ^ 

His abandonment of Turkey’s 
interests, in 1833, ii. 315. 

His death, i. 224. 

• 

I. 

Ibrahim Pasha, his policy in the 
Morca, ii. 213. 

India, its condition when Lord 
Wellesley landed, ii. 53. 
Invasion oh England, pre^vira- 
tions in France for,*i. 120. ^ 
Ir inland, insurrection in, i. 116 ; 
ii. 65. 

Pitt’s summary of the evils of, 

' ii. 46,^ 


J 

t • 

Jenkinson, y ^ Y , Bobert Banks. 
See Lord HawjJgsbury. 


Joseph Bilbnaparte, made King 
of^Spain, i. 260. 

Junot, i^^rshal, ^enters Portug^al 
with his army, i. 259. 


K. 

Keats, Admiral, sails to Swedish 
waters, i. 259. 

Kin^ake. Mr., his strictures on 
•Loi’d Lherpool’s ministry 
exploded, i. 311, 313. 

His tiyado against George IV., 
i. 314. 


L. 

• 

L.axsdowne, Loi'd, challenges 
the policy of the Peninsula 
war, ii. 27. 

Leichtenstein, Prince John, 
cheat|'‘d by Napoleon, i. 
27 o. 

Leipsic, the battle of, ii. 107. 

I Liver];>ool, Lord, character of 
his administration, i. 307. 

Beconciles Canning and Cas- 
tlereagh, i. 284. 

Courts th(' support of Lord 
Grenville, i. 5. 

Steadily supports the Penin- 
sula war, ii. 24. 

Ilis policy on the return of 
Napoleon from Elba,ii. 137. 

His opinion of Napoleon’s de- 
tention at St. Helena,!. 299. 

resignation, Feb. 1827, 
ii. 219. * 

See ((Iso Hai\-kesbury, Lord*. 

London, »the treaty of, in 1827 
ii. 217.i» 

Louis Philippe, becomes king 
ii. 312. 
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Liineville, the peace o1‘, i. 29. 
T.yndliurst, Lord, on njtioiial 
dofoiu*e,-ii. ^333//. •# 


M*. 

Macat’iay, Lord, turiis'tlio ^cale 
in favour of Lc^i’d Grey's 
Reform Bill, ii. 2K7. 

Macintosh, Si]‘ Janies.his opivion 
(d JiOrd Gn*nvill(‘, i. (i. , 

MTihiiesbiiry, Lord, slaud* of 
• liis life, i. 90. 

Testifies to Lord Greriville'> 
independence oi cdiaracter. 
i. 29. • •« 

His description of F(»x‘s (pfar* 
rel with the AVhi^s, i. 17)2. 

His criticism of GeorLre C'aii- 
nin;^ i. 211, 

His mission to tlie Diiwtorv, 
in 179.3-0, i. 20. 

Offers to do the work of tli(‘ 
Forei^ni Office durin,LC illness 
of Lord ILirrowl)^', i. 9^). 

Malta, to be placed under ftiufr- 
antee of Russia and Naples, 
i. 51. 

Tlie Kni^dits of 8t. .John do 
not occupy, i. .50. 

Occu])ied liv the British, in 
1800, i. 29. 

England’s retention of, more 
politic than just, i. 02. 

Maixui^^o, Buonaparte's victory 
at, i. 28. 

Martin, AldcTiiian, liis kindly 
estimate of Gcor;>^e IV. 's 
character, ii. 282. 

Ma.^sena, Marshal, defcal^s <tho 
Russiai/s and Austrians at 

' Zurich, in ffOO, i. 110. 

Forced to retreat from Por- 
tugal, ii. 23. ' 

Forced to evacuate Genoa, 


Mehemet Ali,»dcmandy*the in- 
depen dim c(‘ of Egypt, ii. 
31;-i. . -r / • . 

Melville, Lord, const|’uctive* 
charges ^against him, i. 

121 H. * 

MetU'rnich, Pi'incc. the contra- 
dicto?T |4i‘'ses of his* 
character, ii. 151, 15[f. 

His reason foi- the failure of 
the pro}>n>cd coalition m 
180.3, i. KS. 

Ills i-c'inarks on the peace 
with Austria in 1809, i. 270. 

Cements tlu- alliance of Eu- 
• ro]>e a‘_raiii;>t Najioleon, ii. 

• 99. 

His high opinion (>f Lord 
• CasthTcagh, ii. 111. 

Fii«:st starts the idea of a 
European C’oncert, ir. 308 ^ 
Middleton, Sir C'harles, his skil- 
ful administration of the 
Navy. i. 120. ^ 

Milan Bccri es, i. 255. 

^lilitia and Yeoniapry, devised 
by^koi'd llawkesbury, i. 98. 
Mon(‘ta.ry erwii, of 1825, ii. 210. 
]\loore, Sir .T(»hn, goes to Sweden 
with 14,000 men, i. 259. 

Sent to Spain, i. 202. 

His able conduct as a soldiei’ 
and strategist, ii. 82, 83. 

His failure' disheartens Lord 
Grenville', i. 35. 

iMeire'au, General, his successful 
*ope,rations, in I8(i0, i. 112». 
*Mori('r, Mr. David, liis lijgh 
opinion of Lord Castloreagli, 
ii. 173/0 

Mulgravc, Henry Phipps, Lord,^ 
his parentage*; j. 10^3. 

His marriage, i. 100. 

liis want eif ostentation, i. 
139. 

His love of •art, i. 115. •j 

His private cori*espondence, i. 

148./ 
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Mulgra\V| Lord— 

Favours abolition of slavery, 

• His opinion of political agita- 

tion, i. 116. ^ 

His^iilitary service, i. 106. 

. Predicts the defeat of* the 

• Aiistrian^.^d Pjjssians, in 
f799, i.^09. 

Hisf mission to Archduke 
Charles’s camp, i. 22. 

His hfe in Vie;ina, in 1799, 
i. 111. 

His first speech in the House, 

i. 113. 

Strives ^to Reconcile Lord 
Grenville and Pitt, i. 1>7. 
Becomc^’^oreign Secretary, 
•. 117. 

Jnstifies the seizure of Spanish 
. tT'oasure- ships, i. 118. 

His intimate relations with 
Pitt, i. 132. 

Becomes First Lord of the 
Admiral i. 134. 

Appoints^ Lord Palmerston 
Junior Lord of the Admi- 
ralty, ii. 30?. \ ' 

Becomes Master-General of 
the Ordnance, i. 135. 

His able administration of the 
Ordnance Office, i. 144. 
Generously resigns the Ord- 
nance to the Duke of Wel- 
lington, i. 136. 

His last letter to Admiral 
CollRigwood, i. 137?i. "" 

His excellent judgment in thb I 
selection of assistants, i. 

140. 

Poem qfi Trafalgar by, i. 141. 
Retires to^rivate life, i. 142. 
His deatli, April 1831, i. 146. 




Napier, Sir tif, his erroneous 
judgment on The Govern- 
ment who conducted the 
l^eninsula war, i. 295. 

Naples, suppression of tlie Revo- 
lution in, by Austrian troops, 
'ii. 191. 

Napoleon Buonaparte, his esti- 
mate jof the value of Ant- 
werp, i. 16. 

His victories in Italy, i. 21. 

Proposes »^he partition of 

« Spain, ii. 2g. 

Returns from Egypt, i. 22. 

He becomes First Consul, i. 
23. 

His victory at Maren|o, i. 28. 

Looks to Lord Grenville’s 
party to establish peace, 
i. 36. 

Shuts Northern Europe to 
English commerce, i. 49. 

Arrays small naval Powers 
against England, i. 50. 

Demands the British retire- 
ment from Malta, i. 55. 

Proposal to bribe his cour- 
tiers, i. 55. 

Inherent instability of his 
system of Government, i. 
57. 

His famous interview with 
Lord Whitworth, i. 59. 

His theatrical manner, i. 61. 

His design of invading Eng- 
, Jand, i. 81, 84. 

Proclaimed Emperor, '•May 
1804, i. 

Violates Prussian territory at 
Anspa^h, i. 87. . 

His designs on English com- 
merce, i. 89, ^ 
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Napoleon Buonaparte—eoni. 
Suggests peace, Mav 1805, i. 
119. . ^ 

His rage at the battle ot‘ Tra- 
falgar, i.^27. 

Defeats Prussia lat Jeiijf, 1806, 
i. 198.^ • 

Issues his Berlin decrees, i. 

199. 

British reprisals to^lie Berlin 
decrees, i. 200. 

Endeavours to stop Brkisli 
trade, i. 255. ^ • 

fiucceeds in causing trade dis- 
• putes between Ehgl^nd and 
America, i. 256, 257. 

Enters Spain in ^1807, i. 263. 
Converts finglaiid into a mili- 
tary nation^ i- 266. * 

Annexes the States of the 
Church, i. 269. 

Makea overtur(‘S of peace to 
England, i. 269. 

Defeats Austria at Eckmuhl, 
1809, i. 272. 

Defeated at Aspern, by the 
Archduke Charles 180S* i. 
273. 

Cheats Prince Leichtenstein, 

i. 275. 

Effect of his refusal to make 
peace at Chatillon, i. 300. 
Instances of his cruelty and 
humanity, i. 301. 

Marries Maria Theresa, of 
Austria, ii. 20. 

His Russian campaign, ii. 94. 
His designs on the Spanish 
American colonies, ii. 198. 
Defeats the allies at Dresden, 

ii. 107. 

Defeated at Leipsic, ii. 108. ' 
His first abdication, ii. 114. 
His return fr&n Elba, ii. 
135. 

Condemned to St. ‘^Helena by 
^ Lord Bathurst, i. 298. 

^flis treatment at St. Helena 


j Napoleon Buonaparte— 

; explained and vindicated, i. 

' 302-305. , 

i Navarino, the battle of, aaid its 
results, ii. 241, 242, ?15. 
Nelson, Lord, his victory at the 
Nile, i. 20. 

Commends Jar? Addington’s 
administration of naval 
i affairs, i. 65. 

I His final farewell to England, 

I i. 123/d ’ 

Nesselrode, Prince, proposes the 
partition of Turkey to 
Prince Metternich, in 1829, 
^ ii. 295. 

Nev* Marshal, hi'’ victorv at 
Uhn, i. 124. 


0 . 

0'( ONXLLL, counsels the despatch 
of troops to Ireland, ii. 45n. 
Ordnance Oflice, itsr historv, i. 
135. 

Oxford .\hiiversity, Lord Gren- 
ville made Chancellor of, in 
1809, i. 37. 


P. 

Pacifico, Don, the affair of, ii. 
8‘i8„321. 

Palmerston, Ijord, his birth, i^. 
307. 

His admirable tact, and light- 
heartedness, ii. 326. 

The affection felt for at 
Harrow, ii. 322. 

His plain style of oratory, ii. 
320. 

His domestic life, ii. 323. 
Objects to great extension of 
the fra^ichise, ii. 828, 
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Palmersl|ii, Lord*— rc»nt. 

His vi(Jvs on mind aiid mat- 
ter, if. . 

His^liearty srlpport of Lord 
I^’erpool in^819, ii. 167. 

Becomes Foreign Secretary, 
ii. 20*2, 807. • 

His policj^«!» Foreign Secre- 
tary, ii. 808. 

His^partial disregard of prece- 
dent, ii. 300. 

His bbldness raises England’s 
prestige without war, ii. 
810. 

Contrasted with Lord Aber- 
deen ifi lii^ foreign policy; 
ii. 277^ ' “ 

E^cape^r assassination, in 
1818, ii. 325. 

Tfte Don Pacifico affa?r, ii. 
. 'iTJH, 821. 

Checkmates M. Thiers, ii. 312, 

817. 

Secure'^ the independence of 
Belgium, *ii. 818. 

Secures c^mstitutiohal govern- 
ment in Spain aif(l Portu- 
gal, ii. 813. • ^ * 

Ill-feeling entertaiiK'd towards 
him in France, ii. 203. 

Establishes tlie present cor- 
dial feelings between Eng- 
land and France, ii. 327. 

His friendship for Italy, ii. 

818. 

Unites Europe against Russian 
intrigue, in 1840, i^. 8i6. 

His support of the Crimean 
War, ii. 318. 

Sees the trade of England 
^ quadiaipled, ii. 828. 

Com^iengeB the fortification 
of England, ii. 319. 

His death, ii. 323. 

Party antagonism, distressing 
•examples of,*i. 160, 161. 
Pauli, Mr., his agitation against 
Lord Wellesley,^. 12. 


Peel, Sii* Robert, his high 
ophiion of Lord Castle- 

reagli, ii. 1J3. . 

Becomes Prime Minister, ii. 
290. 

A second ftim^ Premier, ii. 
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His breach with Lord Gren- 
ville, i. 32. 
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125. 

Prime Min/sters of this century, 
schools at which educated, 

ii, 3/t, 


Propagation of the Gospel, 
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280 . 

Prussia, fails provide tile men 
subsidized bv England, in 
,1704. i. 108.‘ 

Remain^ ncu^'"\l in 1804, i, 
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• 26. * 

Remusat, Madame de, her stric- 
tures on the coalitions 
against Napoleon, i. 88. 

Riots in London, a^ter the war, 
ii. 156. " ’’ 

Russell, Lord John, regrets 
Whig opposition to the war 
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